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Worship First: Supporting Youth for a Lifetime of Discipleship
Our congregation is doing an amazing job creating age appropriate environments for students to
grow in their relationship with God and develop friendships with other people their age. Eight
students just completed confirmation class and
gave their lives to Christ. This is awesome!
However, we do have a big challenge facing
us. A low percentage of our students attend
worship with the total congregation every week
that they are healthy and in town. This is a
problem because students who are engaged in
worship with the total congregation in middle
school and high school are much more likely to
continue growing in their faith as part of a
church community as they grow into adults.
We formed a task force to meet in March 2019
to pray, read articles, and make a
recommendation for how we can support our
students to participate in worship with the total
congregation. The task force was composed of
Worship First Task Force
students, parents, adult volunteers with the
youth, and staff. They came to the following consensus about how to support the youth in our
congregation for a lifetime of discipleship.

Themes developed by the Worship First Task Force that guided the discussions and plans
Youth grow and develop best through:
•
•
•
•

experiential learning, that is learning by doing and reflecting on the experience
movement
leadership development
Learning by example, meaning the younger students and their families will learn
the importance of worship by observing older students and their families
worshipping together.
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Elements of the plan developed by the
Worship First Task Force

Staying Connected
Our deepest sympathies are
extended to the family and friends of
those who have recently
passed away:
Wes Hedges, who passed away on April
16, father of Lynda (Bob) Molina, Cindy
(David) Greising, Leslie (Doug
Farrington) Hedges, father-in-law to Boo
Champagne, and grandfather to Wesley,
Greta, and Claire Greising; Ann and
Jacqueline Molina; Courtney (Eric)
Crider; and Brannon, Jr., Charles, and
Trent Champagne.

A Look Ahead
April 24—Financial Peace University
begins
April 25-28—Kairos Prison Ministry
#18, Potosi Correctional Center
April 26-28—Middle School Youth
Retreat
April 28–Pack meals for Kids Against
Hunger
May 1,8,15–Newcomers Class
May 5–Youth Mission Trip Meeting
and Chips & Salsa Party
May 14–GriefShare Support Group
begins
May 17–Finke Memorial Scholarship
deadline
May 19–Promotion Sunday
May 19–UMW Sunday
June 16-21—Youth Mission Trip to
Chattanooga, TN
June 24-28—Vacation Bible School
July 10-14—Youth 2019, Kansas City
July 29-Aug 2—Summer Day Camp

Engage in Worship
Bart and a select group of youth will:
• develop ideas for an annual message series on topics
that interest youth
• engage youth in leadership roles in worship
• serve on Sunday night when team captains from various
areas of ministry recruit the youth to lead in worship.

Educate Students and Parents
Regular messaging about the importance of attending
worship to a lifetime of discipleship and active faith will
be presented:
• at semiannual parent meetings
• during newcomers classes
• on the website
• in emails
• on wall displays.

During May we will communicate the mission and values
of Worship First and begin June, 2019.

Worship First Plan for Sunday Mornings
Worship First will begin June, 2019, with the
following special emphasis each Sunday:
•
•
•

Staff

1st Sunday Worship together and receive
communion
2nd Sunday Outreach Sunday. Invite friends to
attend Sunday School together
3rd Sunday Service Sunday. Youth help carry
in bags for FISH donations and serve in various
aspects of worship in the sanctuary
4th Sunday Mentor Sunday. Youth attend the
first part of the worship service and then help
lead Sunday School for younger students at
Stepping Stones Club
5th Sunday Worship together

Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D.
Rev. Debby Bartley
Rev. Peter Norton
Rev. Diane Menke Pence
Rev. Keith Janis
Margaret Love
Jack McCormick
Cariole Owens
Eric Heien
Lindsey Willard
Sharon Byers
Karla Curry
Erica Coyne
Sarite Christison
Patti Adams
Kerri Johnson
Jim Nichols
Stacey Davis
Pat Williams
Susan Sommerfeld

We want to remind our students to be sure to sign the
Friendship Register when they attend worship, and please
encourage your friends to worship with you each Sunday.

The Spire is published on the second
and fourth Wednesday of each month.
Articles for the May 8, 2019, Spire are
due in the church office by May 1, 2019.
You may email them to
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with
the word Spire as the subject.

In conclusion, we thank you for your commitment to
support our students to grow in faith in Jesus Christ. Please
take some time every day to intentionally pray for our
students and to encourage them when they attend
worship.

•

•
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Newcomers Class
Do you have some questions about the
Christian faith and our church? Have you
recently joined our church and want to know a
little more about how to get connected? Join
us for a three-part Newcomers Class on May 1,
8, 15 from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. in room 110. See
church website for more information.

GriefShare Support Group
Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you? Do you know
someone else who is? Find comfort and support at GriefShare, a
special weekly support group designed to help you rebuild your
life after losing a loved one. The group will meet Tuesdays, 6:007:30 pm, for 13 weeks, beginning May 14, 2019. The group will be
facilitated by Rev. Debby Bartley. We know it hurts, and we want
to help. Register online at www.griefshare.org.

Promotion and Bible Sunday is May 19
On Sunday, May 19, 2019, the children and youth will be
“promoted” to the next grade.

New kindergartners will be presented with a Storybook
Bible during the 9:30 a.m. worship service.

New 3rd graders will be presented with a complete
bible during the 9:30 a.m. worship service.

New 6th graders will be recognized during the 11:00 a.m. worship service. New 6th
graders and their families are invited to lunch immediately following the 11:00 a.m.
worship service.
Questions? Please contact Children’s Minister, Meg Love or Youth Minister, Peter Norton at
636-947-0066.
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Let’s Get Together for a
Morning of Service (all morning)
Sunday, April 28, 2019 in the Atrium
As part of our 2018 Christmas offering, we committed $5,000 to once again
partner with Kids Against Hunger to provide nutritious food to impoverished
children and families around the world – and around the corner.
For one Sunday, can we agree to go without donuts and instead, put the
needs of others before our own? Let’s answer with a resounding “YES!” as
together, we will provide 20,000 meals—in one morning!!

Help Feed a Hungry Child Today!

Kairos Prison Ministry #18
Kairos Weekend #18 at Potosi Correctional Center will be April 25
through 28. Thanks to everyone who supports this ministry with
your participation, financial support, and your prayers. For more
information about Kairos, please contact Dave Raposo at 636-2849329.
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Our church has been giving scholarships to deserving high school seniors for over 10
years. This wonderful outreach to our students has helped to nurture our youth’s
commitment to God and His community here on earth.
It is time again to give out the honor to the Senior Class of 2019. We will grant 2 high
school seniors a $500 scholarship in May. To qualify, you must be an active member of
First St. Charles UMC, attending college next year, and fill out the application. The
applications can be picked up in the church office. The completed application is due
in the church office, in a sealed envelope, no later than May 17, 2019.
We would like this scholarship to continue for many years to come. However, our funds
are starting to dwindle. If you have a heart for our young members, we will always
welcome donations to the fund. Memorials are a nice way to honor these students, just
as the Finke family did many years ago. If you are interested, please talk to Jack
McCormick in the church office.

FIRSTKIDS SUMMER AND FALL REGISTRATION IS OPEN
Firstkids Learning Center serves children ages 6 weeks to 5 years. Our
six week summer session begins on June 4 and concludes on July 9.
We plan to be settled into our new spaces by the time school starts this fall. For more information,
on either the summer program or the fall, please see firststcharlesumc.org/first-kids.

UMW SUNDAY, MAY 19
The United Methodist Women support projects and mission personnel around the world through
Mission Giving. The funds we contribute help to relieve suffering and to make the world a better
place for women, children, and youth.
The Candle Burning is offered by St. Charles UMW as an extra channel of Mission Giving. The
amount of money collected will determine the length of time the candle will burn on UMW
Sunday, May 19. In 2019 it takes $22.77 per minute, 365 days a year, to support
UMW missions.
Please consider giving to help the candle burn. Any amount can be given in honor
or memory of those close to you. You will have this unique opportunity to give
between worship services on April 28 through May 12. Look for the UMW table in
the atrium.
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Youth Mission Trip Paperwork and Chips & Salsa Party on May 5th
We are headed to Chattanooga, Tennessee, on June 16 to 21 for a week of
service, Bible study, and fun. Join us on May 5th from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. in room
105 to learn more about the mission trip, fill out paperwork, and have chips and
salsa!
All parents and guardians of students attending thee mission trip should attend. Please bring your
health insurance information. Chattanooga, here we come!

Youth 2019 in Kansas City
July 10-14
Join us for 4 days of discipleship, worship, Bible study,
service, and fun! Meet other students from across the
country! Questions? Please contact Pastor Peter at
pnorton@firststcharlesumc.org.

Are You Graduating?
The “Graduation Edition” of
the Spire will be published
on May 22.
We would like information
on our members who are graduating from
high school, college or any other advanced
degree program.
Please include:
• the graduate’s full name
• a recent picture
• the degree they are obtaining
• the school graduating from
• future plans
• information on family members who are
members of the church.
You may submit the information by dropping
the paper copy off in the office or emailing a
digital copy to
pwilliams@firststcharlesumc.org.
Sharon Byers, recipient of the Daughter of the
American Revolution (DAR) Women of the Year
Award for the Arts. Way to go Sharon!
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