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Friends,  
 In the last two newsletter articles I’ve 
outlined some of the issues facing The United 
Methodist Church around how we are to be in 
ministry with LGBTQ persons, as well as how I 
expect we might have the conversation in our local 
church family here at First St. Charles UMC.   
 Hal Knight is a Professor of Wesleyan 
Studies and Evangelism at Saint Paul School of 
Theology.  I was privileged to have been pastor to 
Hal and his wife, Eloise, when I served at Red 
Bridge UMC in Kansas City.  Copied below is a 
recent article that Hal wrote for “The Missouri 
Conference Review.”  It is printed with permission.  
You will need to work through some of the older, 
archaic English ways of speaking, but the effort is 
worth it.  I commend it and its Wesleyan wisdom to 
you. 
 Please read and pray over it as a part of 
your preparation for our conversations together. 
 
Blessings, 
Bart 

 
“Divisions in Our Denomination: Maintaining 

Unity and Theological Integrity” 

By Dr. Hal Knight, January 07, 2019 

 

 We are approaching a called General 

Conference in February to address deep 

divisions in our denomination. There is 

disagreement over the best way to maintain 

our unity and theological integrity. It is only 

natural we feel anxious about the future.  

 What is most unfortunate is not that we 

differ but when we do so with rhetoric that 

doesn’t just disagree but demeans, doesn’t just 

make a case but makes accusations. There has 

been such rhetoric already, and in the midst of 

conflict when all sides have much at stake, the 

temptation will be for more. 

 So, this might be a good time to review 

John Wesley’s advice on how to engage in 

disagreement. He gives it in his preface to his 

first set of standard sermons, published as a 

guide to the way of salvation. 

 “But,” he writes, “some may say I have 

mistaken the way myself, although I take upon 

me to teach it to others. It is probable many will 

think this, and it is very possible that I have. But I 

trust ... my mind is open to conviction. I 

sincerely desire to be better informed.” 

 It is the manner in which we seek to “better 

inform” one another that gives him concern: 

“Are you persuaded you see more clearly than 

me? It is not unlikely that you may. Then treat 

me as you would desire to be treated yourself 

upon a change of circumstances. Point me out 

a better way than I have known. Show me it is 

so by plain proof of scripture.” Wesley insists on 

the primacy of scripture but is aware that we 

do not all interpret scripture the same way. He 

knows we can get it wrong and need to be 

open to alternative understandings.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Mar. 3—Understanding 
Student Loans 

Mar. 5—New Testament 
Bible Study begins 

Mar. 12—Visit Islamic 
Foundation of Greater St. 
Louis 

April 6—Sea Side Escape 
Women’s Retreat 

April 26-28—Middle School 
Youth Retreat 

June 16-21—Youth Mission 
Trip to Chattanooga, TN 

July 10-14—Youth 2019, 
Kansas City 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the March 13, 2019, Spire are 
due in the church office by March 6, 
2019. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 
Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 

Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Peter Norton 

Rev. Diane Menke Pence 
Rev. Keith Janis 

Margaret Love Braden Mabry 
Jack McCormick Carolie Owens 
Eric Heien Lindsey Willard 
Sharon Byers Karla Curry 
Erica Coyne Sarite Christison 
Patti Adams Kerri Johnson 
Jim Nichols  Stacey Davis 
Pat Williams Susan 
       Sommerfeld 

Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

Jerry Hofer passed away on 
February 26, brother in law of 
Chuck Kern. 
 
Bill Ellis passed away on February 
22, brother of Ginny Feikert.  

 It is often the case that we are reluctant to change long-

held opinions. Thus he advises, “And if I linger in the path I 

have been accustomed to tread and therefore am unwilling 

to leave it, labour with me a little; take me by the hand and 

led me as I am able to bear. But be not displeased if I 

entreat you not to beat me down in order to quicken my 

pace. I can go but feebly and slowly at best; then I should 

not be able to go at all.” 

 Moreover, he asks “not to give me hard names in order 

to bring me into the right way. Suppose I was ever so much 

in the wrong” it is unlikely this would “set me right. Rather, it 

would make me run so much farther from you and so get 

more and more out of the way.” 

 Then Wesley gets to the heart of the issue: “Nay, perhaps, 

if you are angry, so shall I be, too; and then there will be 

small hopes of finding the truth.” “For God’s sake,” he 

implores, “if it be possible to avoid it, let us not provoke one 

another to wrath. Let us not kindle in each other this fire of 

hell, much less blow it up into a flame. If we could discern 

truth by that dreadful light, would it not be loss rather than 

gain?” 

 “For how far is love, even with many wrong opinions, to 

be preferred before truth itself without love? We may die 

without the knowledge of many truths and yet be carried 

into Abraham’s bosom. But if we die without love, what will 

knowledge avail?” 

 “The God of love forbid we should ever make the trial! 

May he prepare us for the knowledge of all truth by filling our 

hearts with all his love and ‘with all joy and peace in 

believing’ (Rom. 15:12).”  

New Members of Our  
Church Family! 

 
Elias (Eli) James Harrer was 
born on February 13. He is the 
son of Michael and Sara Harrer, 
grandson of Jim and Jane 
Harrer, great-grandson of Barb 
and Jerry Varker, nephew of 
Matt and Julie Harrer and 
Sarah and Dan Alvarez and 
cousin to Molly and Abby 
Harrer and Ellie and Penny 
Alvarez and great nephew to 
Jean Varker. 
  
 
Nolan Daniel Rehmann was 
born on February 11 and is the 
son of Kara Roche and Dan 
Rehmann, the great grandson of 
Doug and Donna Kinslow, the 
great-great grandson of Virginia 
Claxton and great-great 
nephew of Kathie Kiethline. 
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Youth 2019 in Kansas City—July 10-14 
 

Join us for 4 days of discipleship, worship, Bible study, 
service, and fun!  Meet other students from across the 
country!  Questions?  Please contact Pastor Peter at 
pnorton@firststcharlesumc.org. 

Middle School Spring Retreat 
 

This will be a time for fun, worship, prayer, and encouraging each 

other to live for Jesus Christ.  Additional retreat description: 

  Hayride  Challenge course  Bonfire 

  Bring your parents  No cost.   
 

The retreat is the weekend of April 26-28th at Camp Trinity in New 

Haven, Missouri.   
 

Please RSVP by April 19th so we can get a head count and buy 

enough food.  You can register for the retreat on our website at 

firststcharlesumc.org.  
 

Questions?  Contact Peter Norton at 636-947-0066 or pnorton@firststcharlesumc.org.  

Camp Trinity , New Haven, MO 

Women’s Retreat is Back!   
 
 

Ladies, are you in need of a day at the 
beach? We may not be able to go to a 
real beach, but join us for the next best 
thing, a relaxing beach-themed women’s 
retreat that includes worship, Bible study, 
and time for laughter and quiet reflection. 

 
 

Saturday, April 6
th
   8:30 am to 3:30 pm. 

Cost:  $30; breakfast and lunch provided. (Childcare available upon request.)  
Registration in the atrium on Sundays or online at www.firststcharlesumc.org. 

Meet Jesus In a New Way. 
 
This course introduces you to Jesus the man, Jesus the 

Jewish Rabbi, and Jesus the Christ of the Christian faith.  The class will meet on Tuesdays, 1:00—
2:30 pm, March 5 through April 9.  Dr. Bart Hildreth will facilitate.  You may register on line at:  
www.firststcharlesumc.org or call the church office at 636-947-0066. 
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First St. Charles Classroom 
Rendering of students and parents enjoying a classroom in children’s ministry area. 

A New Fire Remodeling is on 
Schedule! 

 

Our A New Fire remodeling is on schedule to 
deliver a safe, clean, and improved facility. God is 
going to use this congregation to reach young 
families in the St. Charles area for Jesus. Check 
out the rendering of what the completed spaces will 
look like. We have included a timeline of the A New 
Fire remodeling plan to let everyone know when 
the next phases will be completed. It is exciting to 
see what God is doing through our church! 
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First St. Charles Lobby toward Sanctuary 
Rendering of families in the lobby between the sanctuary and children’s ministry area. 

A New Fire Renovation Timeline 

Late June/Early July, 2019 Renovation of children and youth center 

completed. 

Summer Day Camp Week  

(7/29 – 8/4) 

Renovated facility opened for summer day 

camp. 

August, 2019 Open houses of new facility. 
 

Preparations for adult groups to resume 

gathering in their former spaces. 

August 26, 2019 First day of FirstKids Learning Center in 

renovated facility. 

September 2019 Renovated facility opened to children, youth, 

and other ministries.  
 

Adult groups will resume gathering in their 

former spaces. 
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Hospitality Team 
 

Are you a friendly person who likes to smile?  
Do you like to meet new people?  Consider 
joining the Hospitality Team.  We need people 
who could serve one Sunday morning per 
month.  Please call the church office at 636-947
-0066 or Lu Cross at 636-399-4867 if you are 
interested in helping. 

Join Pew Patrol 
 

Can you help tidy up the sanctuary on Monday mornings?  
There are two teams (odd and even numbered months) 
that come on Monday mornings at 9:00 am and pick up 
and restock the pews in the sanctuary.  It’s a behind the 
scenes job but so important..  Please call the church office 
at 636-947-0066 if you can help. 

Backpack Ministry 
 

The students are back in school for their second semester.  The Backpack Ministry is low on the 
food in our pantry.  The items we need the most are: canned ravioli fruit cups 
chicken noodle soup pudding snack cups ramen noodles canned vegetables. 
 

Please bring your items to the cupboard in the atrium. 

Childcare Heroes 
 

We want you to be a childcare hero! Childcare Heroes create a fun, safe 
environment for children while their parents attend classes, sing in the 
choir, or go to other events.  
 

All childcare heroes must become Safe Sanctuary certified. This takes 
about two hours and includes safety training, a background check, and 
references.  
 

Please contact Jan Holmes and Diane Grossman today! They can be 
reached at grossmand@yhti.net or 573-745-0502 or 816-665-6557 

UNDERSTANDING STUDENT LOANS AND  

ALTERNATIVES TO PAY FOR COLLEGE 
 

Do you know what Jesus preached about most during his ministry? 

Money! One of the most important spiritual practices we can teach our 

children is to use money in the ways God intended. Parents, families, and 

students are invited to join us on March 3rd from 6 to 7:30 pm in room 105 

for a discussion on “Understanding Student Loans and Alternatives to Pay 

for College.”  
 

As part of our learning series on the Christian Wallet, Chris Bouchard from 

the Missouri United Methodist Foundation will be leading an interactive 

session on how families can best utilize their finances to glorify God so 

students and parents make wise decisions on how to pay for college.  
 

Chris directs the Clergy and Church Financial Ministry (C2FM) for the 

Missouri United Methodist Foundation, which helps pastors and their 

churches meet the economic challenges they face. Prior to joining the Foundation, he worked for 

the University of Missouri’s Small Business Development Centers where he taught and consulted with 

small business owners on how to improve their management and financial skills. 


