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General Conference 
 
As I said in the last newsletter article, The United 
Methodist Church will be having a Special Called 
General Conference meeting of our global church this 
coming February 23rd-26th.  The purpose of that 
meeting is to address more fully how we are best in 
ministry with LGBTQ persons.  I don’t want you to be 
unprepared.  So, in addition to a Listening Session for 
First St. Charles UMC on Sunday, March 10th, I’ll be 
addressing the issues in two upcoming worship 
services.   
 
On Sunday, February 24th, my sermon will be entitled, 
“Where God Calls Us to Be.”  In this sermon, I’ll be 
looking to set the stage/context for the conversation.  
I’ll say that one of the core issues is how we live 
together within our diversity.  We are diverse in our 
views, in our experiences, in our commitments.  I want 
us to model and call each other to a pattern of 
communication that helps us talk with each other 
about hard issues without becoming divided.  I believe 
that this isn’t so much a crisis in the church, as it is an 
opportunity to be the church God is calling us to be.  
At the end of the day, I will say that this is where I 
expect we will be: 1) still diverse in our perspectives, 
2) still in ministry with persons who are LGBTQ, and 
with their families and friends, 3) still committed and 
unified in our mission to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ, and 4) still focused on forming children in faith. 
 
On Sunday, March 3rd, after the Special Called 
General Conference meeting is over and we are a 
little more clear about what has or has not been 
decided at the global level, the sermon I plan to 
preach will be entitled:  “Where The Bible Leads Me 
on Homosexuality.”  At this stage, I hope to inform our 
congregation about any possible outcomes coming 
from our General Conference.  What’s more, by way 
of teaching, I want to try to shed some light on what 

the bible says or doesn’t say about homosexuality.  
Even more importantly, I’d like to teach a biblical 
hermeneutic (method or strategy) for understanding 
what the bible says.  I don’t want to hide; I want to be 
forthright and transparent about where the bible leads 
me on this issue.  At the same time, I want to stake 
out a position that leaves people room to be in a 
different place and still remain with me in community.  
Last but not least, as in the previous sermon, I want 
us to model and call each other to a pattern of 
communication that helps us talk with each other 
about hard issues without becoming divided.  I want to 
urge a posture of humility; I want to call us to love. 
 
I would ask just one thing at this stage.  Can you 
please plan on being present for both sermons?  And, 
if you can’t, can you commit to watching online?  The 
sermons are intended to be heard together and I 
would ask that you hold off any responses until we 
can have the full conversation.  Thank you, in 
advance, for that measure of grace and forbearance 
you might offer. 
 
As I will say in my sermon on March 3rd, I’m putting a 
lot of trust in all our abilities to ponder, to make our 
own judgments, and still love each other. That’s a big 
ask, and I know it.  Can we?  Can our hearts still be 
together in love?  
 
In Christ’s Love, 
 
Bart 
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Feb. 23-26—General Conference of 
the UMC 

Feb. 27—Lincoln Elem. School 
Christmas gift presentation 

Mar. 3—Understanding Student 
Loans 

Mar. 12—Visit Islamic Foundation of 
Greater St. Louis 

April 6—SeaSide Escape Women’s 
Retreat 

April 26-28—Middle School Youth 
Retreat 

June 16-21—Youth Mission Trip to 
Chattanooga, TN 

July 10-14—Youth 2019, Kansas 
City 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the February 27, 2019, Spire 
are due in the church office by February 
20, 2019. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Inclement Weather Policy 
 

In case of bad weather during the week, the church will 

follow the weather schedule of the St. Charles School District.  If 

the schools are closed for weather reasons, all church activities 

are also cancelled for the entire day, including all evening 

activities.  On Sunday, the church may close in cases of extreme 

weather.  All closings will be announced on television channels 2, 

4 and 5 and on Facebook and by email, if possible.  Always use 

your best judgment and stay safe. 

Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 
Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Peter Norton 

Rev. Diane Menke Pence 
Rev. Keith Janis 

Margaret Love Braden Mabry 
Jack McCormick Carolie Owens 
Eric Heien Lindsey Willard 
Sharon Byers Karla Curry 
Erica Coyne Sarite Christison 
Patti Adams Kerri Johnson 
Jim Nichols  Stacey Davis 
Pat Williams Susan 
       Sommerfeld 

Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

Dennis Kassel, who passed away 
on January 28, 2019, was the 
husband of DeeDee Kassel and 
father of Gretchen Kassel and 
Katie (Adam) Hoffman. 
 
Robert Burton, brother of Dutch 
(Midge) Burton and uncle to 
Gayle Burton, on January 28. 
 
Corrine Mae Neer, who passed 
away on February 1, 2019. 

Women’s Retreat is Back!   
 

Ladies, are you in need of a day 
at the beach? We may not be 
able to go to a real beach, but join 
us for the next best thing, a 
relaxing beach-themed women’s 
retreat that includes worship, 

Bible study, and time for laughter and quiet reflection. Mark 
your calendars for Seaside Escape on Saturday, April 6

th
. 

Registration opens in late February. Stay tuned! More 
details coming soon! 

The Called General Conference of the  
United Methodist Church 

 
General Conference is the top policy-making body of 
the United Methodist Church.  A special session will 
take place on February 23-26 in St. Louis.  The purpose 
of the special session is to receive and act on a report 

from the “Commission on a Way Forward” which was authorized to exam-
ine paragraphs in The Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality 
and to explore options to strengthen church unity.   
 
Should you wish to attend a session of the General Conference, you can 
register at: http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-
session .  Sessions will also be live-streamed at: http://www.umc.org/who
-we-are/general-conference-2019-live-video-stream-english  

http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session
http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/general-conference-2019-live-video-stream-english
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/general-conference-2019-live-video-stream-english
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Friday Fitness & Fellowship 5K’s 
 

For two years, a group of women and men have been 

meeting and walking a 5K on the first Friday of each month.  

(Well, actually, some months we make it 5K and some 

months we almost make it.)  Our goal is always to walk a 5K, which takes 

just a little over an hour walking at a fairly easy pace.  Weather permit-

ting, we meet at church and walk around the neighborhood.  During in-

clement/cold weather, we walk inside Mid-Rivers Mall.  We meet at 7:30 

am, and we usually end with refreshments at nearby coffee shops. 
 

Walking is one of the simplest ways to maintain our physical health.  Ad-

ditionally, walking with others helps maintain our mental and spiritual 

health, as we share our lives and stories.  As we walk and talk, we re-

ceive support, compassion, and encouragement.   
 

To offer more opportunities, we are expanding our 5K walks to the first 

and third Fridays of each month, beginning February 1st.  Walkers of all 

levels – from just beginning to experienced – are welcome.  During Feb-

ruary and March, we will meet in Mid-Rivers Mall’s lower level food court 

which is located near Penney’s at 7:30 am.  Hopefully, April will provide 

opportunities to return to walking outdoors. 
 

If you are interested in walking, please contact Rev. Debby for more in-

formation at 636-947-0066 or dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org. 

Christian Education Building Renovation 
 

In the summer of 2019 Children’s ministries will occupy 
the newly renovated Christian Education Building. The 
building upgrades will facilitate safe, secure, Christian 
and active learning environments which will attract 
families with children and youth.  
 

Children’s ministries’ is staffed by myself and a small 
number of professional staff and an army of volunteers. 
My greatest joy is when a children’s program engages 
an adult or child to move forward on his/her faith journey.  
 

 Margaret Love, Children’s Minister 

Children’s Minister, Meg Love, stands in front of the 
“Prayer Wall” located outside the Sanctuary.  On this 
wall, individuals have added their prayers for the new 
children’s and youth spaces under construction. 

mailto:dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org
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First St. Charles Classroom 
Rendering of students and parents enjoying a classroom in children’s ministry area. 

A New Fire Remodeling is on 
Schedule! 

 

Our A New Fire remodeling is on schedule to 
deliver a safe, clean, and improved facility. God is 
going to use this congregation to reach young 
families in the St. Charles area for Jesus. Check 
out the rendering of what the completed spaces will 
look like. We have included a timeline of the A New 
Fire remodeling plan to let everyone know when 
the next phases will be completed. It is exciting to 
see what God is doing through our church! 
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First St. Charles Lobby toward Sanctuary 
Rendering of families in the lobby between the sanctuary and children’s ministry area. 

A New Fire Renovation Timeline 

Late June/Early July, 2019 Renovation of children and youth center 

completed. 

Summer Day Camp Week  

(7/29 – 8/4) 

Renovated facility opened for summer day 

camp. 

August, 2019 Open houses of new facility. 
 

Preparations for adult groups to resume 

gathering in their former spaces. 

August 26, 2019 First day of FirstKids Learning Center in 

renovated facility. 

September 2019 Renovated facility opened to children, youth, 

and other ministries.  
 

Adult groups will resume gathering in their 

former spaces. 
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UMW Reading Program For 2019 
 

New books have been purchased for the 2019 Reading Program. They are cataloged and are on the shelf in 
the library.  Information about the UMW Reading Program can be found in the UMW Program Book.  Books 
from 2014 -2019 can be read. 
 

The following books have been purchased: 
 Education for Mission: Threading My Prayer Rug by Sabeeha Rehman 
 Leadership Development: Eleanor, A Spiritual Biography by Harold Ivan 
 Nurturing For Community: The Same Sky by Amanda Eyre Ward 
 Spiritual Growth: The Soulmaking Room by Dee Dee Risher 

UNDERSTANDING STUDENT LOANS AND  

ALTERNATIVES TO PAY FOR COLLEGE 
 

Do you know what Jesus preached about most during his ministry? 

Money! One of the most important spiritual practices we can teach our 

children is to use money in the ways God intended. Parents, families, and 

students are invited to join us on March 3rd from 6 to 7:30 pm in room 105 

for a discussion on “Understanding Student Loans and Alternatives to Pay 

for College.”  
 

As part of our learning series on the Christian Wallet, Chris Bouchard from 

the Missouri United Methodist Foundation will be leading an interactive 

session on how families can best utilize their finances to glorify God so 

students and parents make wise decisions on how to pay for college.  
 

Chris directs the Clergy and Church Financial Ministry (C2FM) for the 

Missouri United Methodist Foundation, which helps pastors and their 

churches meet the economic challenges they face. Prior to joining the Foundation, he worked for 

the University of Missouri’s Small Business Development Centers where he taught and consulted with 

small business owners on how to improve their management and financial skills. 

Worship at Mount Carmel on Saturday, February 16 
 

Please join us as we celebrate our first worship service of 2019 with our friends at 
Mount Carmel Retirement Center!  Barbara Kryvko will bring a special message, 
“John the Baptist — The Man, The Message.”  Please consider sharing your time 
with our Mount Carmel friends!   

We will gather in the Mount Carmel lobby about 9:30 a.m. to “walk and roll” residents to their 
chapel.  Please join us as we sing, pray, celebrate communion and share the Good News!  We 
expect to have our friends back to their rooms about 10:30 a.m.  Please email Barbara Kryvko at 
barbara.kryvko@gmail.com or call 636-288-1540 so we know to count on you! 
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Cedarhurst Ministry 
 

A couple of years ago, we began offering worship services at Cedarhurst Senior Living, just a few 

blocks from First St. Charles.  They worshiped simultaneously with us at 9:30 via livestreaming over 

the Internet.  Despite our team’s best and faithful efforts, the ministry did not evolve as we had 

hoped.  As noted in the book of Ecclesiastes, “For everything there is a season,” and our “season” 

at Cedarhurst has come to an end.  The ending of the ministry does not mean failure in any way.  

Rather, the Cedarhurst ministry celebrated many successes as relationships were formed with 

their residents through the sharing of worship and holy communion. Additionally, this ministry 

propelled us toward live streaming.  (As an aside, on January 13 when you may remember the 

weather was questionable, over 250 people viewed the worship services online!) 
 

When ministries end, there can be grieving.  Yet, for our Cedarhurst ministry, there is more to 

celebrate than grieve.  Please join us in thanking the ministry’s team leaders, Diana Rogers and 

Jeff Strebel, and the team’s faithful servants: 
 

 Kathy Craig Sue Gregg Peggy Grote 

 Cathy Jarrell Janet Lashley Jill Lenox 

 Joe & Donna McClary Ed & Nancy Olsen Ed Pence and Rev. Diane Menke Pence 

 Priscilla & Steve Pope Bob Rogers Keitha Strebel 

 Sid & Ann Swank 
 

Well done, good and faithful servants! 

Hospitality Team 
 

Are you a friendly person who likes to smile?  
Do you like to meet new people?  Consider 
joining the Hospitality Team.  We need people 
who could serve one Sunday morning per 
month.  Please call the church office at 636-947
-0066 or Lu Cross at 636-399-4867 if you are 
interested in helping. 

Join Pew Patrol 
 

Can you help tidy up the sanctuary on Monday mornings?  
There are two teams (odd and even numbered months) 
that come on Monday mornings at 9:00 am and pick up 
and restock the pews in the sanctuary.  It’s a behind the 
scenes job but so important..  Please call the church office 
at 636-947-0066 if you can help. 

Childcare Heroes 
 

We want you to be a childcare hero! Childcare Heroes create a fun, safe 
environment for children while their parents attend classes, sing in the 
choir, or go to other events.  
 

All childcare heroes must become Safe Sanctuary certified. This takes 
about two hours and includes safety training, a background check, and 
references.  
 

Please contact Jan Holmes and Diane Grossman today! They can be 
reached at grossmand@yhti.net or 573-745-0502 or 816-665-6557 
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Youth 2019 in Kansas City—July 10-14 
 

Join us for 4 days of discipleship, worship, Bible study, 
service, and fun!  Meet other students from across the 
country!  Questions?  Please contact Pastor Peter at 
pnorton@firststcharlesumc.org. 

Backpack Ministry 
 

The students are back in school for their second semester.  The Backpack Ministry is low on the 
food in our pantry.  The items we need the most are: canned ravioli fruit cups 
chicken noodle soup pudding snack cups ramen noodles canned vegetables. 
 

Please bring your items to the cupboard in the atrium. 

Middle School Spring Retreat 
 

This will be a time for fun, worship, prayer, and encouraging each 

other to live for Jesus Christ.  Additional retreat description: 

  Hayride  Challenge course  Bonfire 

  Bring your parents  No cost.   
 

The retreat is the weekend of April 26-28th at Camp Trinity in New 

Haven, Missouri.   
 

Please RSVP by April 19th so we can get a head count and buy 

enough food.  You can register for the retreat on our website at 

firststcharlesumc.org.  
 

Questions?  Contact Peter Norton at 636-947-0066 or pnorton@firststcharlesumc.org.  

Camp Trinity , New Haven, MO 

Islamic Foundation 
 

All youth are invited to visit the Islamic Foundation of Greater St. Louis on Tuesday, 

March 12.  Learn about the Islamic faith through snacks, witnessing, prayer, and 

conversation with the Imam.  Please meet at the church at 5:00 pm.  We will 

return at 8:30 pm.  Please contact Rev. Peter at 636-947-0066 or 

pnorton@firststcharlesumc.org. 


