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Bible Land Exploration—
January 20-29, 2020
Next to being a husband and father, and next to
being your pastor, it’s no secret that travelling is
my favorite thing in the world to do. I love the
adventure. I love experiencing new things. I
love learning new things. I’m convinced that
travelling is one of the best ways God has given
us to learn.
In January of next year, Beth and I are planning
a dream-of-a-lifetime trip to the Holy Land. It
will be an opportunity to combine our love of
travel, with our love of learning, with our love
for scriptures, and our desire to grow as
disciples of Jesus.

January 9, 2019

Opportunities (a long-established faith-based
tour agency) for a total of 8 days. Take
note―there is a discount if you register by
February 20, 2019!
I would like for nothing more than for you to
prayerfully consider coming with us. There are
posters up around the church, brochures
available in the office, and I would love to talk
with you and answer any questions you might
have.
Let me start by answering one question—yes,
you may invite as many of your friends to join
us as you would like. There are no limits to who
can come.
I look forward to travelling, learning, and
growing with you.

Because no one grows in faith alone, I can’t
think of anyone I’d rather have join us than you! Blessings,

Bart

We’d like to invite you to join
us on the trip. Places like
Caesarea,
Mount
Carmel,
Megiddo, Nazareth, Bethsaida,
Bethlehem, Jericho, Qumran,
Masada, the Jordan River, and
the Dead Sea are all on our
itinerary.
Of course, so is
Jerusalem―the city of David,
the city in which so many of
the stories critical to the life
and ministry of Jesus took
place.
We’ll be leaving from St. Louis
on January 20, 2020, and will
be travelling with Educational
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Staying Connected
Our deepest sympathies are
extended to the family and friends of
those who have recently

Robert Edler, who passed
away on December 24, 2018,
was the father of Bruce Edler
and the grandfather of Dawn
(Kurt) Orndorff and the greatgrandfather of Aston Smith
and Kellen and Kaden
Orndorff.
Joe McClary, who passed away
on December 28, 2018, was the
husband of Donna McClary.

A Look Ahead
Jan. 11—Youth Lock-In
Jan. 12—Methodist Men breakfast
meeting
Jan. 15—GriefShare Support Group
begins
Jan. 15—Exploring the Bible class
begins
Jan. 16—First Newcomers Class
Jan. 19—Mount Carmel worship
service
Jan. 19—Urban Ministry Forum for
Youth
Feb. 8-9—Disicipleship Discovery
Retreat
June 16-21—Youth Mission Trip to
Chattanooga, TN
July 10-14—Youth 2019, Kansas City
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The Spire is published on the second and
fourth Wednesday of each month. Articles
for the January 23, 2019, Spire are due in
the church office by January 16, 2019.
You may email them to
fumc_stcharles@sbcglobal.net with the
word Spire as the subject.

Youth Lock-In
Come for an awesome,
overnight experience at the
church. The lock-in is Friday,
January 11, 2019, from 7:00 pm
until 9:00 am on Saturday morning. We will play
games, watch movies, eat food, and have fun! Please
email Braden Mabry at bmabry@firststcharlesumc.org
to RSVP.

Join the men for breakfast and fellowship
on Saturday, January 12, from 8:00 to 9:00 am in Asbury Hall.
The Methodist Men meet on the second Saturday of each month,
usually at the church. All the men of the congregation are
invited!

Newcomers Class
Do you have some questions about
the Christian faith and our church? Have you recently
joined our church and want to know a little more about
how to get connected? Please join us for a three-part
Newcomers Class on January 16, 23, and 30 from 6:00
to 7:00 pm in Room 110.

Inclement Weather Policy
In case of bad weather during the week, the church
will follow the weather schedule of the St. Charles School
District. If the schools are closed for weather reasons, all
church activities are also cancelled for the entire day,
including all evening activities. On Sunday, the church
may close in cases of extreme weather. All closings
will be announced on television channels 4 and 5
and on Facebook and by email, if possible. Always
use your best judgment and stay safe.
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Worship at Mount Carmel — Saturday, January 19th

Please join us as we celebrate our first worship service of 2019 on Saturday, January 19th with
our friends at Mount Carmel Retirement Center! Barbara Kryvko will bring a special message,
“John the Baptist - The Man, The Message.” Please consider sharing your
time with our Mount Carmel friends.
We will gather in the Mount Carmel lobby at 9:30 a.m. to “walk and roll” residents to their chapel. Please
join us as we sing, pray, celebrate communion and share the Good News! We expect to have our friends
back to their rooms about 10:30 a.m. Please email Joan Crenshaw at joancren71@gmail.com or call 636699-8764 so we know to count on you!

Are the gray winter skies
and cold temperatures
beginning to put a damper on your spirit? To help chase away the winter doldrums, you are invited to join
Rev. Debby for a season of Wintry Wednesday Matinees beginning January 9, at 1:30 to 4:30 pm in Room
109. We will be showing five movies, each of which is filled with memorable songs and life lessons. The
movies are free. Popcorn, hot chocolate, coffee and water will be provided.
The movies and dates are

January 9

January 16

January 23

February 6

February 13

Fiddler on the Roof

The Sound of Music

Beauty and the
Beast

Les Miserables

The Greatest
Showman

UMW Reading Program For 2019
New books have been purchased for the 2019 Reading Program. They are
cataloged and are on the shelf in the library. Information about the UMW Reading Program can be found in
the UMW Program Book. Books from 2014 -2019 can be read.
The following books have been purchased:
Education for Mission:
Threading My Prayer Rug
Leadership Development:
Eleanor, A Spiritual Biography
Nurturing For Community:
The Same Sky
Spiritual Growth:
The Soulmaking Room
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by Sabeeha Rehman
by Harold Ivan
by Amanda Eyre Ward
by Dee Dee Risher

GriefShare Support Group

Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you? Do you
know someone else who is? Find comfort and support at
GriefShare, a special weekly support group designed to help you
rebuild your life after losing a loved one. The group will meet
Tuesdays, from 6:00 to 7:30 pm, for 13 weeks beginning January 15, 2019. The group will be
facilitated by Rev. Debby Bartley. We know it hurts, and we want to help. Please register online at
www.griefshare.org.

Curious about the Old Testament? Want to know more about how, before writing
existed, ancient people gathered to make sense of the world around them through
stories?
“Introducing the Old Testament” is a small group study that examines the content of
their stories, as well as the historical and cultural context of the world in which these
texts were written.
The class will meet Tuesdays, 1:00-2:30 pm, January 15-February 19, 2019
Facilitator: Dr. Bart Hildreth
Please register online at www.firststcharlesumc.org or
call the church office at 636-947-0066

Discipleship Discovery Retreat
Spend time with others to discover how our gifts, beliefs, and
behaviors influence our ability to live as Christian disciples, to
work well with people who do things differently, and to serve
within a community of faith more fully and passionately. The
retreat will be held on February 8 and 9, 2019, at the church.
Please contact Pastor Diane for more information at
dpence@firststcharlesumc.org.
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Urban Ministry Forum for Youth
Do you love missions? The Youth are invited to
travel with us to Columbia, MO, on January 19, from
8:00 am to 4:30 pm to participate in a poverty
simulation and educational opportunity to learn
about urban ministry. Please sign up on our
website or contact Carissa Sanders at
carissa.sanders2@gmail.com.

Youth 2019 in Kansas City—July 10-14
Join us for 4 days of discipleship, worship, Bible study,
service, and fun! Meet other students from across the
country! Please sign up online by January 31 for the
Early bird price of $150 per student. Questions? Contact
Pastor Peter at pnorton@firststcharlesumc.org.

Leading Children’s Christmas Eve Services
My experience leading the service was fun! I could tell
the children enjoyed Christmas Eve worship because I
saw a little girl clapping her hands and dancing in the
pew when the children’s choir sang. It made me smile!
My favorite
part of the service though, was when the young
violinist and his teacher played “Twinkle, Twinkle,
Little Star” together. I also liked it when everyone
sang together with the candles. It was beautiful! I
think that this service is a great way for children to
learn about the story of Christmas.
Sophia Satterfield, confirmation student
at First St. Charles United Methodist Church

Will Stewart (with Sarite Christison) plays, “Twinkle,
Twinkle, Little Star” on the violin.
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Even Jesus’ littlest disciples hear the Christmas
story at “Share the Joy” family events.
During “Share the Joy” family Christmas events,
families iced cookies to share with neighbors.

During “Share the Joy”, children made
placemats to use at family suppers.

The Chancel Choir led worship with “Christmas Dreams” by Joseph M.
Martin and Heather Sorenson.

Eric Heien, Technology & Media Director, led youth
in serving as audio & visual support during Children's
Christmas Eve worship services.
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A Snowman Head?????

Stepping Stones Club Music Academy (elementary school choir) sing at
the Christmas Eve worship services.

Left: Angels and Shepherds
wait patiently to sing during
Children's Christmas Eve
worship services.

Above: Pastors, Bart Hildreth
and Debby Bartley are ready
for Children’s Christmas Eve
worship to begin. Middle
School youth minister,
Braden Mabry, photo bombs
from pew #2.
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Ushers Needed
Being an usher is an easy and fun, but very important, way
to participate in the ministry of the church. We have two
usher teams for each service—one for the odd numbered
months and one for the even numbered months. The
11:00 am service teams need volunteers. If you would be
willing to give of your time, please contact the church
office at 636-947-0066.

Hospitality Team

Join Pew Patrol

Are you a friendly person who likes to smile?
Do you like to meet new people? Consider
joining the Hospitality Team. We need people
who could serve one Sunday morning per
month. Please call the church office at 636-947
-0066 or Lu Cross at 636-399-4867 if you are
interested in helping.

Can you help tidy up the sanctuary on Monday mornings?
There are two teams (odd and even numbered months)
that come on Monday mornings at 9:00 am and pick up
and restock the pews in the sanctuary. It’s a behind the
scenes job but so important.. Please call the church office
at 636-947-0066 if you can help.

SHOWERS OF BLESSING UPDATE
Showers of Blessing was started in October of 2007 as a ministry to homeless men and
women in the St. Charles area. Every Wednesday morning from 8:00 to 11:00 am,
homeless persons come to our church for a shower and a hot meal. There is a clothing room
where they can be supplied with a warm coat, blankets, shoes, jeans, socks, underwear,
gloves, sweaters, etc. Backpacks, sleeping bags and tents are provided on an as needed
basis.
There has been amazing support and participation for the Showers of Blessing ministry from
the First Church congregation. Here is a summary of this ministry for 2018:
• open every Wednesday of the year (52 weeks)
• a Thanksgiving dinner was provided by our church youth
• over the course of the year 120 individuals were served
• the average number per week was 18 persons
• over 9000 meals served
• the maximum number of persons served on a Wednesday was 28
• over 30 volunteers were involved, including Wednesday morning, laundering towels
and providing food
• items distributed
ᵒ 29 backpacks
ᵒ 13 sleeping bags
ᵒ 5 tents
Donations of clothes, toiletries and other items have come from church members, as well as
other churches and community organizations. There are times when we have an abundance
of items and little storage space. If you wish to make a donation please check with the
office first.
Thank you to First Church for your generosity and caring for people in need.
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