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Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

Dec. 15—Mt. Carmel 
Christmas Service 

Dec. 15—Youth Ice Skating 
Party 

Dec. 16—GriefShare 2-4 pm, 
DivorceCare 2-4 pm, 

 Blue Christmas 4 pm. 
Jan. 15, 2019—GriefShare 

Support Group begins 
Jan. 15, 2019—Exploring the 

Bible class begins 
Jan. 19—Urban Ministry Forum 

for Youth 
June 16-21, 2019—Youth 

Mission Trip to 
Chattanooga, TN 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  Articles 
for the January 9, 2019, Spire are due in 
the church office by January 2, 2019. 
You may email them to 
fumc_stcharles@sbcglobal.net with the 
word Spire as the subject. 

Vern Stilganbauer, step-father of 
Aric (Kelly) Stoutenborourgh 
and grandfather to Julia, Amber 
and Megan Stoutenborough. 

Staff 
Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 

Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Peter Norton 

Rev. Diane Menke Pence 
Rev. Keith Janis 
Margaret Love 
Braden Mabry 

Jack McCormick 
Carolie Owens 

Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard 
Sharon Byers 
Karla Curry 
Anne Brown 

Sarite Christison 
Kerri Johnson 
Jim Nichols 

Stacey Davis 
Patti Adams 
Pat Williams 

Susan Sommerfeld 

Inclement Weather Policy 
 

In case of bad weather during the 

week, the church will follow the 

weather schedule of the St. Charles 

School District.  If the schools are closed for weather 

reasons, all church activities are also cancelled for the 

entire day, including all evening activities.  On Sunday, 

the church may close in cases of extreme weather.  All 

closings will be announced on television channels 4 

and 5 and on Facebook and by email, if possible.  

Always use your best judgment and stay safe. 

This is the last issue of the 

Spire for 2018.  The next 

issue will be  

January 9, 2019. 

Wintry Wednesday Matinees  
Are the gray winter skies and cold temper-

atures beginning to put a damper on your 

spirit?  To help chase away the winter dol-

drums, you are invited to join Rev. Debby for a season of 

Wintry Wednesday Matinees beginning January 9th, 1:30-

4:30 pm, in Room 109.  We will be showing five movies, 

each of which is filled with memorable songs and life les-

sons.  The movies and dates are January 9: Fiddler on the 

Roof; January 16: The Sound of Music; January 23: Beauty 

and the Beast; February 6: Les Miserables; February 13: The 

Greatest Showman.  The movies are free – popcorn, hot 

chocolate, coffee and water will be provided. 

 

Newcomers Class 

Do you have some questions about 

the Christian faith and our church? 

Have you recently joined our church 

and want to know a little more about 

how to get connected? Join us for a three-part New-

comers class on January 16, 23, and 30 from 6 to 7 pm 

in room 110. 
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Advent and Christmas at First St. Charles 
 
 

 Advent Worship Services 

 
 
 

December 15 Christmas at Mount Carmel 9:30 am 

December 16 Third Sunday of Advent 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 am 
 Christmas Questions: Mary, Did You Know? 

December 23 Fourth Sunday of Advent 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 am 
 Christmas Questions: Where Is the Child Who Is Born King of the Jews? 

 
 

 Blue Christmas Events and Worship Service 
 
 
 

 

December 16 GriefShare: Surviving the Holidays 2:00 pm 

 DivorceCare: Surviving the Holidays 2:00 pm 

 Blue Christmas Worship Service 4:00 pm 

 
 

 Christmas Eve Worship Services 
 
 
 
 

December 19 A Traveler’s Christmas Eve Worship Service 
 especially for children 6:00 pm 

 A Traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve 
 Worship Service for travelers 7:30 pm 

December 24 Christmas Eve Worship Service for children 4:00 pm 

 Traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve  
 Worship Service 7:00, 9:00 and 11:00 pm 
 
 

For more information visit www.firststcharlesumc.org or see articles in this Spire. 

Special Christmas Worship at Mount Carmel — Saturday, December 15
th 

 

Going out of town for Christmas?  Working crazy hours?  Looking for a special 
opportunity to serve with your family?  Come worship with us at Mount Carmel on 
Saturday, December 15

th
!  This will be a special Christmas service with our 

neighbors and YOU are invited to be a guest!  Please join us as we tell THE STORY through 
scripture, music and candlelight.   
 

We will gather in the Mount Carmel lobby at 9:30 a.m. to “walk and roll” residents to their chapel.  
We expect to have our friends back to their rooms about 10:30 a.m.  Please email Joan Crenshaw 
at joancren71@gmail.com or call 636-699-8764 so we know to count on you! 

mailto:joancren71@gmail.com
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Join Us for the Discipleship Discovery Retreat 
 

Spend time with others to discover how our gifts, beliefs, and be-
haviors influence our ability to live as Christian disciples, to work 
well with people who do things differently, and to serve within a 
community of faith more fully and passionately .  The retreat will 
be held on February 8 and 9, 2019 at the church.  Contact Pastor 
Diane for more information at dpence@firststcharlesumc.org. 

Worship Arts 
 

Have you enjoyed the 

visual displays each 

week in the worship 

service?  Do you feel that our 

worship experience is enhanced 

when there is a visual display?  Do 

you have ideas to share?  You are 

cordially invited to join our Worship 

Arts team!  We have a monthly 

planning session to go over the 

upcoming sermon topics and 

share ideas.   

Please contact Jane Grayson at 

636-233-7875 for more information. 

The Cedarhurst Ministry Team Needs You 
 

Wanted…individuals wishing to participate in the 

rewarding experience of making a positive difference in 

the lives of others. The Cedarhurst Ministry Team is in 

need of additional volunteers to facilitate the weekly 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. livestream worship service conducted 

at Cedarhurst Senior Living and Memory Care facility.  
 

Volunteers are scheduled approximately every 6 weeks 

and scheduling is flexible and based on individual 

availability. Two volunteers are scheduled 

each week and couples are welcome. 

Appropriate training is provided.  
 

For additional information or questions, 

please contact Jeff Strebel at 636-946-7206 

or jstrbl@att.net. 

GriefShare Support Group 
Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you?  Do you 
know someone else who is?  Find comfort and support at 
GriefShare, a special weekly support group designed to help you 
rebuild your life after losing a loved one.  The group will meet 

Tuesdays, from 6:00 to 7:30 pm, for 13 weeks beginning January 15, 2019.  The group will be 
facilitated by Rev. Debby Bartley.  We know it hurts, and we want to help.  Please register online at 
www.griefshare.org.  

 
Curious about the Old Testament?  Want to know more 

about how, before writing existed, ancient people 
gathered to make sense of the world around them 

through stories?   
 

“Introducing the Old Testament” is a small group study that examines the content of their 
stories, as well as the historical and cultural context of the world in which they were written. 

 

The class will meet Tuesdays, 1:00-2:30 pm 
January 15-February 19, 2019 

Facilitator:  Dr. Bart 
 

Please register online at www.firststcharlesumc.org or  
call the church office at 636-947-0066 
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Blue Christmas Service 
During the holidays, especially, memories of past experiences  

and the pain of present reality can become overwhelming.   

Our Blue Christmas Service provides a time when we can, in company with others,  

acknowledge the sadness we feel at Christmas time.   

Please join us in the Sanctuary on Sunday December 16, at 4:00 pm  

for a time of reflection, remembrance, prayers and communion.   

Childcare will be provided upon request. 

Grieving? Know Someone Who Is? 
 

When you are grieving a loved one’s death,  

the holiday season can be especially painful.   
 

Please join us on Sunday, December 16,  

from 2:00 to 4:00 pm for the  

Surviving the Holidays Session. 
 

Our Surviving the Holidays session will offer 

suggestions to help you prepare for the holidays 

and even discover hope for the future.   
 

After the session, you are invited to join others in 

the Sanctuary for the Blue Christmas Service, a 

time of reflection, remembrance, prayers and 

communion.   
 

Please register at www.griefshare.org/holidays 

or contact Rev. Debby Bartley at 

636-947-0066 or dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org  

for more information. 

Childcare will be provided upon request. 

Divorced? Separated? 

Know Someone Who Is? 
When a marriage ends,  

the holiday season can be especially painful.   

Please join us on Sunday, December 16,  

from 2:00 to 4:00 pm for the  

Surviving the Holidays Session. 
 

Our Surviving the Holidays session will offer 

suggestions to help you prepare for the holidays 

and even discover hope for the future.   
 

After the session, you are invited to join others in 

the Sanctuary for the Blue Christmas Service, a 

time of reflection, remembrance, prayers and 

communion.   
 

Please register at www.divorcecare.org/holidays 

or contact Rev. Debby Bartley at 

636-947-0066 or dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org  

for more information. 

Childcare will be provided upon request. 
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Youth Ice Skating Party 
 

Come for a fun night of ice skating at the Brewery 
Lights.  On Saturday, December 15, from 5:30 to 
8:30 pm.  The cost to skate is zero — it’s free.  There 
is a suggested donation of $5 for adults and $3 for 
students for state rentals. 

Urban Ministry Forum for Youth 
 

Do you love missions?  The Youth are invited to 
travel with us to Columbia, MO, on January 19, from 
8:00 am to 4:30 pm to participate in a poverty 
simulation and educational opportunity to learn 
about urban ministry.  Please sign up on our 
website or contact Carissa Sanders at 
carissa.sanders2@gmail.com. 

Sharing Thanksgiving with Homeless Neighbors 
 

This Thanksgiving I had an opportunity to help serve the homeless 
in our community by helping to prepare and share a meal with 
them.  I enjoyed helping out.  I think it is important to serve my 
community because that is what Jesus has taught us to do.  It 
made me feel good knowing that I was part of a church that values 
helping others.   
 

I didn’t get to do much of the cooking but I did get to interact with 
several of our guests.  We played cards and talked about their lives.  We played spades together 
while A Christmas Carole was on the TV.  I noticed that some of the 
guests didn’t talk much and others were eager to share.  I found out that 
the homeless people all seemed to know each other and got along.  It felt 
good that they seemed to have a community amongst themselves.   
 

I feel like this has opened my eyes to the needs of others and it makes me 
want to find other ways to help.  When I help others, I know that God is 
proud of me and the good work I am doing to help share Jesus' message.   
 

Dylan Alderman, member at First St. Charles United Methodist Church 
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Christmas Giving Tree 
 

It’s long been one of First St. Charles’ traditions 
to have a Christmas Giving Tree, filled with 
ornaments and ideas for gifts to give to others.  
This year, our Young Adult Sunday School 
Class is sponsoring the tree, and Volunteers in 
Medicine’s clients will be the recipients of your 
gifts.   
 

The stockings have been 
hung on the tree with 

care,  
in hopes you will take one 

and share! 
 

Please bring your gift 
unwrapped and place it 
under the Giving Tree.   

Thank you for 

your generosity. 

 

PECANS AND HONEY 
 

The Methodist Men are selling pecans and honey for your holiday baking.  The honey is 
available in the atrium on Sunday mornings through December. 
 

The prices for the pecans and honey are 
 1 pound bag of pecans $12.00 12 oz. bear of honey $6.00 
 16 oz. jar of honey $7.00 1 quart jar of honey  $15.00 
 

All proceeds will assist with mission projects.  Questions?  Please contact the church office at 636-947-0066 
or Mike Menefee at mmenefee@mail.win.org. 

Backpack Ministry 
 

The Backpack Ministry is 

going to send a special 

Christmas bag home 

with the children for their 

Christmas break.  

 

We are in need of: 
 

child sized toothpaste  

children’s hats and gloves 

Christmas candy & treats 

 
 

Please bring your donations to the 

cupboard in the atrium by December 16. 

Thank you for your generosity. 

 
 

UMW Reading Program For 2019 
 

New books have been purchased for the 2019 Reading Program. They are cataloged and are on 
the shelf in the library.  Information about the UMW Reading Program can be found in the UMW 
Program Book.  Books from 2014 -2019 can be read. 
 

The following books have been purchased: 
 Education for Mission: Threading My Prayer Rug by Sabeeha Rehman 
 Leadership Development: Eleanor, A Spiritual Biography by Harold Ivan 
 Nurturing For Community: The Same Sky by Amanda Eyre Ward 
 Spiritual Growth: The Soulmaking Room by Dee Dee Risher 
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