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I never feel ready, yet it comes.  This is my 39th 
year of ministry. . .  almost 2 score in time, and 
in all that time I’ve never once felt ready for 
Christmas.  And, once again, it’s upon us. 
 
This newsletter goes out on Wednesday,  11/28.  
That night, the first of three “Share the Joy” 
family Christmas experiences will take place.  On 
Friday, the Worship Arts Team will begin 
decorating the sanctuary (because of our 
building renovation project, decorations in the 
atrium will need to be scaled back).  On 
Saturday, I’ll be walking with the United 
Methodist Women’s Annual “Cookie Walk,” and 
I’m betting that several batches of cookies have 
already been made! 
 
 Of course, there are the preparations being 
made by the choir and our music ministry.  Ask 

them and, I’d wager, they’d tell you that they 
could never rehearse enough.  Of course, I’ve 
been working on our sermons for December.  
I’m excited by the focus this year: “Christmas 
Questions.”  We’ll be looking at some of the 
many questions asked in the Christmas stories 
and songs, and inviting our own questions to 
help us get ready.  But do I ever, or have I ever 
delivered a sermon for which I felt I had done 
enough preparation?  In all my years of 
preaching I never feel quite adequate or 
sufficiently prepared. 
 
And at home, there are lights to put up and a 
tree to decorate, and cards to send out, and 
presents to buy.  I honestly have no idea what 
I’m getting anyone this year―another reason to 
feel like a failure.   
 
Yet it comes.  Christmas comes.  It’s as if God is 
saying (as we used to say when we were 
playing hide and seek as kids), “Ready or not, 
here I come!” 
 
And maybe that is the grace.  It doesn’t depend 
on our preparation or adequacy.  It depends on 
God whose timing never seems to be ours, but 
whose coming in retrospect always seems the 
right time—what scripture says is the “fullness 
of time.”  
 
So, ready or not I say, bring it on!  Come, Lord 
Jesus. 
 
Advent Blessings, 
 
 
 
Bart 
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Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

Nov. 30—Decorate the church for 
Christmas 

Dec. 1—UMW Annual Cookie Walk 
Dec. 9—Chancel Choir Cantata 
Dec. 15—Mt. Carmel Christmas 

Service 
Dec. 16—GriefShare 2-4 pm, 

DivorceCare 2-4 pm, 
 Blue Christmas 4 pm. 
June 16-21, 2019—Youth 

Mission Trip to Chattanooga, 
TN 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  Articles 
for the December 12, 2018, Spire are due 
in the church office by December 5, 2018. 
You may email them to 
fumc_stcharles@sbcglobal.net with the 
word Spire as the subject. 

Vindy DeSplinter, who 
passed away on November 
14, 2018, was the wife of 
Ron DeSplinter. 

Lois Templeton passed 
away on November 14, 2018. 

Dorlis Kirchener passed 
away on November 21, 2018. 

Staff 
Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 

Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Peter Norton 

Rev. Diane Menke Pence 
Rev. Keith Janis 
Margaret Love 
Braden Mabry 

Jack McCormick 
Carolie Owens 

Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard 
Sharon Byers 
Karla Curry 
Anne Brown 

Sarite Christison 
Kerri Johnson 
Jim Nichols 

Stacey Davis 
Patti Adams 
Pat Williams 

Brielle Ketcherside 

Chancel Choir  

Christmas Cantata 
 

The Chancel Choir will be presenting 

a special Christmas cantata on 

December 9 at the 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

services. The cantata is entitled “Christmas Dreams” by 

Joseph Martin & Heather Sorenson. This music-led 

worship service will include soloists, narration, scripture 

and beautiful instrumentation. We hope you will bring 

your friends and family for this moving presentation.  
 

“Christmas Dreams” visits moments in scripture where 

God has touched and motivated hearts through 

dreams and visions, while connecting these ancient 

times with our modern journey of faith. The music and 

words of “Christmas Dreams” point to Christ, in whose 

birth the hopes, yearnings, and dreams of all the world 

are fulfilled.    Please join us for this special event! 

Decorate the Church for Christmas 
 

Please join us on Friday, November 30, to decorate 
the church for Advent and Christmas.  Those who are 

able to help early in the day can arrive around noon to help 
bring everything up from the basement.   
 

Decorating won’t begin until after FirstKids is dismissed at 
3:00 pm.  Come after work if you 
can; a light dinner will be served 
at 5:30 pm. 

Inclement Weather Policy 
 

In case of bad weather during the 

week, the church will follow the 

weather schedule of the St. Charles 

School District.  If the schools are closed for weather 

reasons, all church activities are also cancelled for the 

entire day, including all evening activities.  On Sunday, 

the church may close in cases of extreme weather.  All 

closings will be announced on television channels 4 

and 5 and on Facebook and by email, if possible.  

Always use your best judgment and stay safe. 
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Advent and Christmas at First St. Charles 
 
 

 Advent Worship Services 
 
 

December 2 First Sunday of Advent
 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 am 
 Christmas Questions: How Can This Be? 

December 9 Second Sunday of Advent 8:00 
 Christmas Questions: What Then Will This Child Become? 
 Music-led Worship: Christmas Dreams by Joseph Martin and  
 Heather Sorenson 9:30 and 11:00 am 

December 15 Christmas at Mount Carmel 9:30 am 

December 16 Third Sunday of Advent 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 am 
 Christmas Questions: Mary, Did You Know? 

December 23 Fourth Sunday of Advent 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 am 
 Christmas Questions: Where Is the Child Who Is Born King of the Jews? 

 
 

 Blue Christmas Events and Worship Service 
 
 

December 16 GriefShare: Surviving the 
Holidays 2:00 pm 

 DivorceCare: Surviving the Holidays 2:00 pm 

 Blue Christmas Worship Service 4:00 pm 

 

 Events for Families with Young Children 
 This event is repeated three times.  Please sign up on the 
 website for the date that works best for you. 
 

November 28 Share the Joy: A Family 
Christmas Experience 6:00 pm 
 

December 5 Share the Joy: A Family Christmas Experience 6:00 pm 
 

December 8 Share the Joy: A Family Christmas Experience 9:30 am 

 
 

 Christmas Eve Worship Services 
 
 

December 19 A Traveler’s Christmas 
Eve Worship Service 
 especially for children 6:00 pm 

 A Traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve 
 Worship Service for travelers 7:30 pm 

December 24 Christmas Eve Worship Service for children 4:00 pm 

 Traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve  
 Worship Service 7:00, 9:00 and 11:00 pm 
 

For more information visit www.firststcharlesumc.org or see articles in this Spire. 
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UMW Annual Cookie Walk 
This year’s Cookie Walk will be December 1 from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the atrium.  
The cookies cost $6.00 per pound. 

 Christmas Eve Blessing Bags 
 We need your help. 
 

First St. Charles UMC is continuing our tradition of extending radical hospitality 

to those in our community who must work on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.  

Our Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) is once again leading the way.  They plan to 

prepare 500 blessing bags filled with goodies and a note of appreciation to be given to folk 

who are working on Christmas Eve or Day.    
 

You can help in two ways:   

1. You can donate bags of individually wrapped candy and small treats.  Please place your 

donations in the specially-marked box located by the “GO” mission shelves by Sunday, 
December 2nd. 

2. After each of our Christmas Eve services and the Travelers’ Services on December 19th, you 

will have the opportunity to pick up Blessing Bags and hit the streets, either on your way 

home on Christmas Eve or in your travels to gatherings on Christmas Day. We hope you will 

stop at hospitals, convenience stores, gas stations, 24-hour pharmacies—anywhere you 

know people are working—and share these expressions of Jesus’ love.   
 

The good news of Jesus’ birth is too good to keep to ourselves,  
so let’s share it with others! 

Backpack Ministry 
 

Christmas is just around the corner.  The Backpack Ministry is going to send a 

special bag home with the children before their Christmas break   We are in need 

of: 

18 oz. jars creamy peanut butter (not natural) (we need 16 jars) toothpaste 

child sized toothbrushes  children’s hats and gloves  Christmas candy & treats 
 

Please bring your donations to the cupboard in the atrium by December 9. 

Thank you for your generosity. 
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Blue Christmas Service 
During the holidays, especially, memories of past experiences  

and the pain of present reality can become overwhelming.   

Our Blue Christmas Service provides a time when we can, in company with others,  

acknowledge the sadness we feel at Christmas time.   

Please join us in the Sanctuary on Sunday December 16, at 4:00 pm  

for a time of reflection, remembrance, prayers and communion.   

Childcare will be provided upon request. 

Grieving? Know Someone Who Is? 
 

When you are grieving a loved one’s death,  

the holiday season can be especially painful.   
 

Please join us on Sunday, December 16,  

from 2:00 to 4:00 pm for the  

Surviving the Holidays Session. 
 

Our Surviving the Holidays session will offer 

suggestions to help you prepare for the holidays 

and even discover hope for the future.   
 

After the session, you are invited to join others in 

the Sanctuary for the Blue Christmas Service, a 

time of reflection, remembrance, prayers and 

communion.   
 

Please register at www.griefshare.org/holidays 

or contact Rev. Debby Bartley at 

636-947-0066 or dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org  

for more information. 

Childcare will be provided upon request. 

Divorced? Separated? 

Know Someone Who Is? 
When a marriage ends,  

the holiday season can be especially painful.   

Please join us on Sunday, December 16,  

from 2:00 to 4:00 pm for the  

Surviving the Holidays Session. 
 

Our Surviving the Holidays session will offer 

suggestions to help you prepare for the holidays 

and even discover hope for the future.   
 

After the session, you are invited to join others in 

the Sanctuary for the Blue Christmas Service, a 

time of reflection, remembrance, prayers and 

communion.   
 

Please register at www.divorcecare.org/holidays 

or contact Rev. Debby Bartley at 

636-947-0066 or dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org  

for more information. 

Childcare will be provided upon request. 
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Special Christmas Worship at Mount Carmel — Saturday, December 15
th 

 

Going out of town for Christmas?  Working crazy hours?  Looking for a special 
opportunity to serve with your family?  Come worship with us at Mount Carmel on 
Saturday, December 15

th
!  This will be a special Christmas service with our 

neighbors and YOU are invited to be a guest!  Please join us as we tell THE STORY through 
scripture, music and candlelight.   
 

We will gather in the Mount Carmel lobby at 9:30 a.m. to “walk and roll” residents to their chapel.  
We expect to have our friends back to their rooms about 10:30 a.m.  Please email Joan Crenshaw 
at joancren71@gmail.com or call 636-699-8764 so we know to count on you! 

The Cedarhurst Ministry Team Needs You 
 

Wanted…individuals wishing to participate in the rewarding experience of making a 

positive difference in the lives of others. The Cedarhurst Ministry Team is in need of 

additional volunteers to facilitate the weekly Sunday 9:30 a.m. livestream worship 

service conducted at Cedarhurst Senior Living and Memory Care facility.  
 

Volunteers are scheduled approximately every 6 weeks and scheduling is flexible and 

based on individual availability. Two volunteers are scheduled each week and couples are 

welcome. Appropriate training is provided.  
 

For additional information or questions, please contact Jeff Strebel at 636-946-7206 or jstrbl@att.net. 

Worship Arts 
 

Have you enjoyed the visual 

displays each week in the 

worship service?  Do you feel 

that our worship experience is enhanced 

when there is a visual display?  Do you 

have ideas to share?  You are cordially 

invited to join our Worship Arts team!  We 

have a monthly planning session to go over 

the upcoming sermon topics and share 

ideas.  Please contact Jane Grayson at 636

-233-7875 for more information. 

Ushers Are Needed 
 

Being an usher is an easy and 

fun, but very important, way to 

participate in the ministry of 

the church.  We have two usher teams for 

each service—one for the odd numbered 

months and one for the even numbered 

months.  The 11:00 am worship service 

teams need volunteers.  If you would be 

willing to give of your time, please contact 

the church office at 636-947-0066 or speak 

to one of the pastors. 

mailto:joancren71@gmail.com
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Lift Your Coffee Cup & Make a Difference! 
The United Methodist Women are selling coffee in the atrium between 9:00 & 9:30 and 
10:30 & 11:00 am on every other Sunday.  Through the UMCOR Coffee Project, our 

congregation can enjoy delicious organically grown coffee and support farmers’ co-operatives 
around the world.  Please support our mission efforts while enjoying your coffee everyday.  
Questions?  Please contact Janet Lashley at 314-783-7626. 

PECANS AND HONEY 
 

The Methodist Men are selling pecans and honey for your holiday 
baking.  The honey is available in the atrium on Sunday mornings 
through December.  Pecan delivery will be delayed due to 
Hurricane Michael.   
 

The prices for the pecans and honey are 
 1 pound bag of pecans $12.00 
 12 oz. bear of honey $6.00 
 16 oz. jar of honey $7.00 
 1 quart jar of honey  $15.00 
 

All proceeds will assist with mission projects.  Questions?  Please 
contact the church office at 636-947-0066 or Mike Menefee at 
mmenefee@mail.win.org. 

Christmas Giving Tree 
 

It’s long been one of First St. Charles’ traditions to have a Christmas Giving 
Tree, filled with ornaments and ideas for gifts to give to others.  This year, our 
Young Adult Sunday School Class is sponsoring the tree, and Volunteers in 
Medicine’s clients will be the recipients of your gifts.   
 

The stockings have been hung on the tree with care, 
 in hopes you will take one and share! 

 

Please bring your gift unwrapped and place it under the Giving Tree.   

Thank you for your generosity. 
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Programs for Children and Their Families 
 

Sharing the Joy — A Family Christmas Event 
Experience the joy of Christmas through station activities in the atrium.  
There are three dates to choose from. 

 Wednesday  November 28, 2018 6:00-8:00 pm 
 Wednesday  December 5, 2018 6:00-8:00 pm 
 Saturday  December 8, 2018 9:30-11:30 am 

 

Signs of  Christmas — Children’s Christmas Eve Worship. 
Visit the church’s website for additional information. 

 Wednesday  December 19, 2018 6:00 pm “Traveler’s Christmas Eve” 

 Monday December 24, 2018 4:00 pm 
 

Vacation Bible School 2019  
 Monday — Friday June 24, 2019 — June 28, 2019 9:00 am-12:00 noon 

 

Summer Day Camp 2019  
 Monday — Friday July 29, 2019 — August 2, 2019 9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Go from “Bah! Humbug!” to a Blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas 
 

The new Connections Sunday School class would like to invite you to join us each 
Sunday at 11:00 am in Room 110 as we begin an Advent study, The Redemption of 
Scrooge.  Based on Charles Dicken’s A Christmas Carol, we will explore the world of 
the familiar characters in this beloved story with an eye to Christian faith.  Come and 
learn about living with and for others in a world blessed by Jesus.  This study begins 
on December 2nd.   
 

The New Connections class is a group of Christian adults who meet Sundays at 11:00 
am rather than the traditional 9:30 time slot.  If you are looking for a small group that provides 
fellowship while enriching our faith journeys, please join us any Sunday in room 110 at 11:00 am.  
Please call Trudy McCormick at 636-447-9082 if you have an questions. 
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POINSETTIAS IN THE SANCTUARY AND ATRIUM 

 

Poinsettias will once again be adorning our sanctuary and atrium for 

the Christmas season.  Members and friends of First St. Charles are invited 

to order flowers, at $10 each, which can be given in memory or in honor 

of a loved one, or just to brighten the worship service. Please complete 

the Poinsettia Request Envelope found at each entrance to the 

sanctuary, the atrium information desk and in the church office.  Place your order in the 

offering plate, or bring it to the church office.  Those wishing to take their poinsettia home 

may pick it up in the atrium after Christmas.  

 
The deadline for ordering Poinsettias is Sunday, December 10. 

Youth Ice Skating Party  
 

Come for a fun night of ice skating at the Brewery Lights.  

 

Saturday, December 15     5:30 to 8:00 pm 

 

Cost to skate is free.  

 

For skate rental, there is a suggested donation of $5 for adults 

and $3 for students.  
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