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We are fascinating people.  We crave sameness 
and order, stability and certainty.  At the same 
time, don’t we long for new and exciting, bold 
and impactful?  Nowhere in our common life 
does the challenge of holding these two parts of 
ourselves together express itself more than in 
our worship. 
 
Haven’t you loved 
coming into the 
sanctuary only to be 
greeted at the front by 
a pile of bones, or a 
stack of mirrors?  And, 
then there was the 
elegant arrangement 
of candlesticks, and 
the giant crayons, and 
the inflatable, imitation I-phone.  Even for me, it 
is mostly a surprise.  I find out what they are 
doing when, like everyone else, I come into the 
sanctuary on Sunday morning.  I rather like 
hearing people, as they gather for worship, say 
“I wonder what this is about?  What’s happening 
today?”  Our Worship Arts team is leading us to 
lean into worship, to come expectantly. 
 
On the other hand, don’t you find comfort in the 
familiar cadence of the creed, and of hymns that 
we all know?  I find comfort in knowing what 
order to expect things to happen, and joy in the 
enthusiasm by which everyone responds at the 

end when we say:  “And, all God’s people say. . 
... Amen!” 
At no other time do these needs of ours for 
sameness and newness show themselves as 
much as in our Advent worship.  I am grateful 
for a church that understands the value of 

traditional worship, 
of symbols, and 
hymns and great 
c h o r a l 
arrangements.  But, 
I’m also grateful for 
a church that in the 
midst of it all is 
seeking to hear 
God’s new word for 
our lives, and a 
people who look for 

fresh ways to experience and express God’s 
presence. 
 
Here’s how we will know our Christmas worship 
has been a success:  1) people who need 
comfort will receive it, and 2) people who need 
something new will get it.  And, disciples will be 
formed, one and all.   
 
Christmas is coming.  No matter where you are, 
we will have a worship service for you.  
 
Blessings, 
Bart 
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Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

Nov. 17—Worship at Mount 

Carmel 

Nov. 18—Charge Conference 

Nov. 21—Thanksgiving Dinner 

for the homeless 

Nov. 30—Decorate the church for 

Christmas 

Dec. 1—UMW Annual Cookie 

Walk 

Dec. 9—Chancel Choir Cantata 

Dec. 16—GriefShare 2-4 pm, 

DivorceCare 2-4 pm, 

 Blue Christmas 4 pm. 

June 16-21, 2019—Youth 

Mission Trip to Chattanooga, 

TN 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month.  Articles for the 
November 28, 2018, Spire are due in the church 
office by November 21, 2018. 
You may email them to 
fumc_stcharles@sbcglobal.net with the word 

Spire as the subject. 

Dian Jonas, on November 10, 
sister of Phyllis (Jack) Hymes.   

Staff 
Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 

Rev. Debby Bartley 

Rev. Peter Norton 

Rev. Diane Menke Pence 

Rev. Keith Janis 

Margaret Love 

Braden Mabry 

Jack McCormick 

Carolie Owens 

Eric Heien 

Lindsey Willard 

Sharon Byers 

Karla Curry 

Anne Brown 

Sarite Christison 

Kerri Johnson 

Jim Nichols 

Stacey Davis 

Patti Adams 

Pat Williams 

Brielle Ketcherside 

Decorate the Church for Christmas 
 

Please join us on Friday, November 30, to 
decorate the church for Advent and Christmas.  
Those who are able to help early in the day will bring 

everything up from the basement.   
Decorating won’t begin until after FirstKids is 
dismissed.  Come after work if you can; a 
light dinner will be served. 

Church Conference  
 

On Sunday, November 18, we will hold our annual 
church conference meeting at 12:15 pm in the 
sanctuary.  The purpose of this meeting is to elect 
the leadership board for 2019, to set the salaries for 
the pastors for 2019, and to review the membership 
report and the trustee report. 

Thanksgiving Dinner for the Homeless 
 

The Youth and parents are invited to help 
prepare and serve a Thanksgiving Dinner for 
our homeless friends for Showers of Blessing 
on Wednesday November 21.  We are asking 
volunteers to arrive a 9:30 am to start 
preparing food.  We will finish at 2 pm. 
 

Please RSVP to Rev. Peter Norton at 
pnorton@firststcharlesumc.org. 
 

The following donations will be greatly appreciated: 
 potatoes stuffing corn pie. 

UMW Annual Cookie Walk 
This year’s Cookie Walk will be December 1 
from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the atrium.  The 
cookies cost $6.00 per pound. 
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Blue Christmas Service 
During the holidays, especially, memories of past experiences  

and the pain of present reality can become overwhelming.   

Our Blue Christmas Service provides a time when we can, in company with others,  

acknowledge the sadness we feel at Christmas time.   

Please join us in the Sanctuary on Sunday December 16, at 4:00 pm  

for a time of reflection, remembrance, prayers and communion.   

Childcare will be provided upon request. 

Grieving? Know Someone Who Is? 
 

When you are grieving a loved one’s death,  

the holiday season can be especially painful.   
 

Please join us on Sunday, December 16,  

from 2:00 to 4:00 pm for the  

Surviving the Holidays Session. 
 

Our Surviving the Holidays session will offer 

suggestions to help you prepare for the holidays 

and even discover hope for the future.   
 

After the session, you are invited to join others in 

the Sanctuary for the Blue Christmas Service, a 

time of reflection, remembrance, prayers and 

communion.   
 

Please register at www.griefshare.org/holidays 

or contact Rev. Debby Bartley at 

636-947-0066 or dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org  

for more information. 

Childcare will be provided upon request. 

Divorced? Separated? 

Know Someone Who Is? 
When a marriage ends,  

the holiday season can be especially painful.   

Please join us on Sunday, December 16,  

from 2:00 to 4:00 pm for the  

Surviving the Holidays Session. 
 

Our Surviving the Holidays session will offer 

suggestions to help you prepare for the holidays 

and even discover hope for the future.   
 

After the session, you are invited to join others in 

the Sanctuary for the Blue Christmas Service, a 

time of reflection, remembrance, prayers and 

communion.   
 

Please register at www.divorcecare.org/holidays 

or contact Rev. Debby Bartley at 

636-947-0066 or dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org  

for more information. 

Childcare will be provided upon request. 
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 Christmas Eve Blessing Bags 
 Want to help?  It’s easy as 
 

First St. Charles UMC is continuing our tradition of extending radical hospitality to those in 

our community who must work on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.  Our Senior Adult 

Ministry (SAM) is once again leading the way.  They plan to prepare 500 blessing bags filled 

with goodies and a note of appreciation to be given to folk who are working on Christmas 

Eve or Day.    
 

You can help in two ways during October and November.   
 

You can donate bags of individually wrapped candy and small treats.  Please place 

your donations in the specially-marked box located by the “GO” mission shelves by 
Sunday, December 2nd. 

After each of our Christmas Eve services including the Travelers’ Services on 

December 19th, you will have the opportunity to pick up Blessing Bags and hit the 

streets, either on your way home on Christmas Eve or in your travels to gatherings on 

Christmas Day. We hope you will stop at hospitals, convenience stores, gas stations, 

24-hour pharmacies—anywhere you know people are working—and share these 

expressions of Jesus’ love.   
 

The good news of Jesus’ birth is too good to keep to ourselves,  

so let’s share it with others! 

2 

1 
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Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata 
 

The Chancel Choir will be presenting a special Christmas cantata 

on December 9 at the 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. services. The cantata is 

entitled “Christmas Dreams” by Joseph Martin & Heather Sorenson. 

This music led worship service will include soloists, narration, 

scripture and beautiful instrumentation. We hope you will bring 

your friends and family for this moving presentation.  
 

“Christmas Dreams” visits moments in scripture where God has touched and motivated 

hearts through dreams and visions, while connecting these ancient times with our modern 

journey of faith. The music and words of “Christmas Dreams” point to Christ, in whose birth 

the hopes, yearnings, and dreams of all the world are fulfilled. 
 

Please join us for this special event! 
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Lift Your Coffee Cup & Make a Difference! 
The United Methodist Women are selling coffee in the atrium between 9:00 & 

9:30 and 10:30 & 11:00 am on every other Sunday.  Through the UMCOR Coffee Project, 

our congregation can enjoy delicious organically grown coffee and support farmers’ co-

operatives around the world.  Please support our mission efforts while enjoying your 

coffee everyday.  Questions?  Please contact Janet Lashley at 314-783-7626. 

 

PECANS AND HONEY 
 

The Methodist Men are selling pecans and honey for your holiday baking.  The honey is available in the 
atrium on Sunday mornings through December.  Pecan delivery will be delayed due to 
Hurricane Michael.   
 

The prices for the pecans and honey are 
 1 pound bag of pecans $12.00 12 oz. bear of honey $6.00 
 16 oz. jar of honey $7.00 1 quart jar of honey  $15.00 
 

All proceeds will assist with mission projects.  Questions?  Please contact the church office at 636-947-0066 
or Mike Menefee at mmenefee@mail.win.org. 

Worship with Us at Mount Carmel!  Saturday, November 17th 
 

Please join us as we celebrate worship on Saturday, November 17th with our friends at Mount Carmel 
Retirement Center!  We will be blessed with a special message from Barbara Kryvko, “Standing in 

the Way of the Kingdom.”  Please consider sharing your time with our Mount Carmel friends!   

We will gather in the Mount Carmel lobby about 9:30 a.m. to “walk and roll” residents to their chapel.  Please join us as 
we sing, pray, celebrate communion and share the Good News!  We expect to have our friends back to their rooms about 
10:30 a.m.  Please email Joan Crenshaw at joancren71@gmail.com or call 636-699-8764 so we know to count on you! 

Backpack Ministry 
 

Christmas is just around the corner.  The Backpack Ministry is going to send a special bag 

home with the children before their Christmas break   We are in need of: 

 8 oz. jars creamy peanut butter (not natural) (we need 60 jars) child sized toothbrushes  

 children’s hats and gloves  Christmas candy and treats 

Please bring your donations to the cupboard in the atrium by December 9. 

Thank you for your generosity. 
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE WARMING CENTERS 
 

The Tri-County Continuum of Care Committee is now putting together 

plans to once again provide warming centers for homeless folks when 

the temperature is 200 or below.  These are people who have nowhere 

to go on bitter cold nights.  Without shelter they might otherwise be 

under a bridge, huddled in a doorway, or trying to sleep on a park 

bench.  Some of these folks come to our Showers of Blessing on 

Wednesday mornings.  We know them.  They are a part of our 

community.  And we care about them.    
 

Last winter we were one of five churches in St. Charles prepared to provide nighttime shelter for 

nights when the temperature is forecast to be 200 or below.  Most of our scheduled nights were too 

warm for activation, but we were activated for three nights in January, serving from five to nine 

guests each night.  We had 25 volunteers all of whom had an opportunity to serve. 
 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS.  We have a great group of volunteers, but we need more  We need 

volunteers for setup/greeters/registration, overnight, to serve breakfast, clean up and laundry.  
 

Our on call schedule will be the weeks of January 13, February 17, and March 17  We will only be 

activated if the forecast for any given night is 200 or below.  Volunteers serve in 3 hour shifts from 

8:30 pm to 8:30 am.  All volunteers will be given training and must be safe sanctuary certified, which 

is an easy process that can be done online.  A comprehensive rules and procedures manual will be 

provided to each volunteer.   
 

This is an effort that involves St. Charles, Lincoln, and Warren County.  It 

has the support and involvement of our City administration, fire 

department, police department, County Health department, St. 

Charles Community Council, and other local churches.   
 

Please give prayerful consideration to being a volunteer.  Now is the 

time to get signed up so we can be prepared.  If you wish to volunteer 

or have questions, please contact Paul Boughton at 636-947-1301 or 

boughstl@charter.net or the church staff. 

Go from “Bah! Humbug!” to a Blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas 
 

The new Connections Sunday School class would like to invite you to join us each 
Sunday at 11:00 am in Room 110 as we begin an Advent study, The Redemption of 
Scrooge.  Based on Charles Dicken’s A Christmas Carol, we will explore the world of 
the familiar characters in this beloved story with an eye to Christian faith.  Come and 
learn about living with and for others in a world blessed by Jesus.  The study begins 
on December 2nd.   
 

The New Connections class is a group of Christian adults who meet Sundays at 
11:00 am rather than the traditional 9:30 am time slot.  If you are looking for a small group that 
provides fellowship while enriching our faith journeys, please join us any Sunday in room 110 at 
11:00 am.  Please call Trudy McCormick at 636-447-9082 if you have an questions. 
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Evensong Worship Services Will Not Be Resuming this Fall 
Hello all! 

I wanted to take a moment to tell you all how much I have enjoyed starting and hosting the 

Evensong services!  

During this time off from the service, and after much thought, I have decided not to continue 

with the service. I hope you can forgive me for bowing out, but there is just too much weighing 

on my heart and mind at this time.  

Avis is doing well and is starting her radiation treatments, so we are looking forward to her 

complete recovery!  

Thank you for all your prayers and support! Once again, I am sorry for ending the service, but I 

am confident that this is the right thing to do at this time.  

Thanks again for allowing me to start the service and supporting it with your prayers and 

attendance! 

With much regret! 

Larry Ruebling 

What Going to a Synagogue Means to Me. 
 

To me going to the Synagogue means I’m there to learn about 
Jewish religion. They believe that Jesus was a prophet, not God’s 
son, but that did not show in their message. They believed that 
God’s love is forever.  
 

At the Synagogue the Rabbi and associate Rabbi sat apart from the 
group. At our church the pastors sit with us in the pews, which 
makes me feel as though in our church the pastors are more in 
touch with the audience than when the Rabbi are sitting apart from 
the audience.  
 

The Jewish people were very friendly, kind and generous in giving. The Jewish community is smaller than 
the Christian community but that does not affect their passion for God. They said that more people came to 
that Shabbat worship service this past Friday because of the shooting in Pittsburgh that left 11 people gone 
with God last Shabbat.  
 

Going to the Synagogue means paying my respects after the tragedy. I feel everyone, of every religion, or of 
no religion should go to next Friday's Shabbat service just because the Jewish community needs our 
support. 
 

I enjoyed the fact they/we all met for a social meal before the event and we were made to feel very 

welcome. Hanging on a wall near our table were photos of several generations of past confirmation 
classes. In the Jewish community you have to be 15 years old to participate in the classes. 
 

Emelaine Foster, confirmation student at First St. Charles United Methodist Church 
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First Kids Learning Center is doing a lot of exciting things! We have a monthly 

newsletter, Bible Story Time, a new curriculum and a Facebook page. We 

would love for you to check us out, like         us, and share our page with your 

friends and family! 

Our Facebook link is www.facebook.com/FirstKidsLearningCenterMO/- or 

to view immediately, scan our QR code now! 

Don’t have a QR reader? It’s easy and FREE! Go to your Play Store on your 

cell phone and search for, “QR Code Reader.” Install this application, open it, 

then scan our code! 

Programs for Children and Their Families 
 

Sharing the Joy — A Family Christmas Event 
Experience the joy of Christmas through station activities in the atrium.  
Information will be added to the website soon. 
 Wednesday  November 28, 2018 6:00-8:00 pm 
 Wednesday  December 5, 2018 6:00-8:00 pm 
 Saturday  December 8, 2018 9:30-11:30 am 
Online registration is required. 

 

Signs of  Christmas — Children’s Christmas Eve Worship. 
Information will be add to the website soon. 

 Wednesday  December 19, 2018 6:00 pm “Traveler’s Christmas Eve” 

 Monday December 24, 2018 4:00 pm 
 

Vacation Bible School 2019  
 Monday — Friday June 24, 2019 — June 28, 2019 9:00 am-12:00 noon 
Online registration is required. 

 

Summer Day Camp 2019  
 Monday — Friday July 29, 2019 — August 2, 2019 
 9:00 am-4:00 pm 
Online registration is required. 

register 


