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Discipleship at Its Best! 

The youth and I have been trading practical 

jokes on each other.  Since renovations 

began, our High School Sunday School class 

has been meeting in my office.  I never 

know just what to expect.  They have gift-

wrapped almost everything that wasn’t 

nailed down.  They have left very realistic 

looking plastic roaches.  And, trust me, I 

have gotten them back with my own little 

practical jokes. 

 

The latest salvo came from our Confirmation 

Class.  They posted on my office door a 

picture of Martin Luther, and their own list of 

things they’d like changed in the church.  

My favorite was the request for “Peeps” at 

Easter (you know those marshmallowy, 

sugary things in the shape of a bunny?).  

 

 

Beth and I got to visit Wittenberg, Germany 

on vacation this past August.  There’s a 

church and a door, but the original church 

and its door where Martin Luther famously 

posted his 95 Theses was destroyed.  

Somehow seeing the new church and its 

door felt like something of a let-down for 

me.  I took pictures, of course, but its 

significance remained mostly in my 

imagination, and my experience of how the 

world has been changed by Luther’s daring 

desire to make things better. 

 

I don’t really expect that we will be seeing 

“Peeps” at Easter, but I do hope and pray 

that the Confirmands will be seeing things 

they would like to see different in the 

church, and communicating them as best 

they can.  Isn’t this discipleship at its blazing 

best—to see things, to imagine things better, 

and to give our lives to making them so? 

 

And, when God is in and through it all, we 

never know just what to expect. 

 

Blessings, 

 

 

Bart 
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Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 

Rev. Debby Bartley 

Rev. Peter Norton 

Rev. Diane Menke Pence 

Rev. Keith Janis 

Margaret Love 

Braden Mabry 

Jack McCormick 

Carolie Owens 

Eric Heien 

Lindsey Willard 

Sharon Byers 

Karla Curry 

Anne Brown 

Sarite Christison 

Kerri Johnson 

Jim Nichols 

Stacey Davis 

Patti Adams 

Pat Williams 

Brielle Ketcherside 

Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

October 26 & 27—Discipleship 
Discovery Retreat 

October 28—All Saints Sunday 
October 28—Youth Spaghetti 

Dinner Fundraiser 

November 4—Operation 
Christmas Child shoebox 
deadline 

June 16-21, 2019—Youth Mission 
Trip to Chattanooga, TN 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month.  Articles for the 
November 14, 2018, Spire are due in the church 
office by November 7, 2018. 
You may email them to 
fumc_stcharles@sbcglobal.net with the word 
Spire as the subject. 

Marge Wallace, who passed 

away on October 12, 2018. 

Staff Current Disaster Response 
 

UMCOR and our partners are responding to 

recent hurricanes in the United States and earthquakes and 

tsunamis internationally.  Here are 3 ways you can help: 
 

 Pray for those whose lives have been impacted by a 

disaster.  Please also pray for Early Response Teams, 

disaster coordinators and the many volunteers who are 

working tirelessly to provide relief.  
 

 Give to UMCOR’s relief and recovery efforts at 

umcor.org/donate through these options: 

 U.S. Disaster Response, Advance #901670 

 International Disaster Response, Advance #982450 

 Undesignated, Advance #999895. 
 

 Donate requested items only.  To keep relief supplies in 

stock, give to UMCOR Material Resources, Advance 

#901440 at umcor.org/donate. 
 

If you would like to make a contribution, please make your 

check payable to First St. Charles UMC, indicate UMCOR in 

the memo line, and place the check in the offering plate. 

All Saints Bell Banner 
 

The All Saints Bell Banner is in the atrium.   
If you wish to honor a special person  

who is no longer with us,  
please take one of the bells from the basket,  

tie it on one of the banner’s golden cords, and 
write the name of the person in the register.   

 

On All Saints Sunday, October 28,  
the banner will be brought into the sanctuary  

at the beginning of each worship service  
to celebrate the lives of those who have influenced us.  

 
 

Bring your leftover Halloween Candy  

to Church! 
Our Senior Adult Ministry, SAM, is once again organizing our 

efforts to distribute Christmas Eve blessing bags.  They would 

appreciate your donations of leftover Halloween candy 

which are individually wrapped and small treats.   

Please place your donations in the box located by 

the “GO” mission shelves.  Thank you! 
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Backpack Ministry 
 

School is back in session and we are feeding 60 children at Monroe and Lincoln Elementary 

Schools each weekend.  Our pantry is in need of the following items: 
 

Chicken noodle soup Ravioli Green beans Mac-n-cheese Oatmeal 
 

Please bring your donations to the cupboard in the atrium. 

First Kids Learning Center is doing a lot of exciting things! We have a monthly 

newsletter, Bible Story Time, a new curriculum and a Facebook page. We 

would love for you to check us out, like         us, and share our page with your 

friends and family! 

Our Facebook link is www.facebook.com/FirstKidsLearningCenterMO/- or 

to view immediately, scan our QR code now! 

Don’t have a QR reader? It’s easy and FREE! Go to your Play Store on your 

cell phone and search for, “QR Code Reader.” Install this application, open it, 

then scan our code! 

Halloween Costumes 
Our partner school, Lincoln Elementary, would appreciate any new and/or gently 
used Halloween costumes that could be donated to students who otherwise 
might not be able to afford one.  Please place the donated costumes on the 
metal “GO” shelves in the atrium no later than Sunday, October 28.  Thank you. 

The Cedarhurst Ministry Team Needs You 
 

Wanted…individuals wishing to participate in the rewarding experience of making a 

positive difference in the lives of others. The Cedarhurst Ministry Team is in need of 

additional volunteers to facilitate the weekly Sunday 9:30 a.m. livestream worship 

service conducted at Cedarhurst Senior Living and Memory Care facility.  
 

Volunteers are scheduled approximately every 6 weeks and scheduling is flexible and 

based on individual availability. Two volunteers are scheduled each week and couples are 

welcome. Appropriate training is provided.  
 

For additional information or questions, please contact Jeff Strebel at 636-946-7206 or jstrbl@att.net. 
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE WARMING CENTERS 
 

It may not seem like it now, but Winter is coming.  The Tri-County 

Continuum of Care Committee is now putting together plans to 

once again provide warming centers for homeless folks when the 

temperature is 200 or below.  These are people who have nowhere 

to go on bitter cold nights.  Without shelter they might otherwise be 

under a bridge, huddled in a doorway, or trying to sleep on a park 

bench.  Some of these folks come to our Showers of Blessing on 

Wednesday mornings.  We know them.  They are a part of our community.  And we care about 

them.    
 

Last winter we were one of five churches in St. Charles prepared to provide nighttime shelter for 

nights when the temperature is forecast to be 200 or below.  Most of our scheduled nights were 

too warm for activation, but we were activated for three nights in January, serving from five to 

nine guests each night.  We had 25 volunteers all of whom had an opportunity to serve. 
 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS.  We have a great group of volunteers, but we need more  We need 

volunteers for setup/greeters/registration, overnight, to serve breakfast, clean up and laundry.  
 

Our on call schedule will be the weeks of January 13, February 17, and March 17  We will only be 

activated if the forecast for any given night is 200 or below.  Volunteers serve in 3 hour shifts from 

8:30 pm to 8:30 am.  All volunteers will be given training and must be safe sanctuary certified, 

which is an easy process that can be done online.  A comprehensive rules and procedures 

manual will be provided to each volunteer.   
 

This is an effort that involves St. Charles, Lincoln, and Warren County.  

It has the support and involvement of our City administration, fire 

department, police department, County Health department, St. 

Charles Community Council, and other local churches.   
 

Please give prayerful consideration to being a volunteer.  Now is the 

time to get signed up so we can be prepared.  If you wish to 

volunteer or have questions, please contact Paul Boughton at 636-

947-1301 or boughstl@charter.net or the church staff. 

October Is Church Staff Appreciation Month 
 

Show the staff of First St. Charles that you appreciate 

the work they do.  There are thank you cards in the 

pews for you to write a note of thanks to a pastor or 

staff member.  The cards will be in the pews for the 

next few weeks.  When completed, you may put the 

cards in the collection plate or leave them in the 

church office. 



5 

 

Youth Mission Trip to Chattanooga, Tennessee  

June 16-21, 2019 
 

Travel with us to Chattanooga, Tennessee, for a week of service, 

worship, and fun!  Early Bird registration is $270 per student.  Scholarships 

are available.   

Please register online at http://firststcharlesumc.org/calendar/events.  Email Rev. Peter for 

more information at pnorton@firststcharlesumc.org. 

Programs for Children and Their Families 
 

Sharing the Joy — A Family Christmas Event 
Experience the joy of Christmas through station 
activities in the atrium.  Information will be added to the 
website soon. 
 Wednesday  November 28, 2018 6:00-8:00 pm 
 Wednesday  December 5, 2018 6:00-8:00 pm 
 Saturday  December 8, 2018 9:30-11:30 am 
Online registration is required. 

 

Signs of  Christmas — Children’s Christmas Eve Worship. 
Information will be add to the website soon. 
 Wednesday  December 19, 2018 6:00 pm “Traveler’s Christmas Eve” 
 Monday December 24, 2018 4:00 pm 

 

Vacation Bible School 2019  
 Monday — Friday June 24, 2019 — June 28, 2019 9:00 am-12:00 noon 
Online registration is required. 

 

Summer Day Camp 2019  
 Monday — Friday July 29, 2019 — August 2, 2019 9:00 am-4:00 pm 
Online registration is required. 

Youth Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser on October 28 
 

The youth are headed to Chattanooga, Tennessee, this 

summer to serve and learn.  They are also going to Kansas 

City for a national worship event.  Please come to the Youth 

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser on October 28 after the 11 a.m. 

worship service.  You will hear the youth speak about why 

they want to go on this life-changing mission and you’ll 

have great lunch of spaghetti and salad. 
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Women’s Coats Are Needed 

FISH is in need of gently-used women’s coats.  All sizes are needed.  Please bring your coats to 

the church and leave them on the metal Mission shelves in the atrium.  Thank you. 

Lift Your Coffee Cup & Make a Difference! 
The United Methodist Women are selling coffee in the atrium between 9:00 & 

9:30 and 10:30 & 11:00 am on every other Sunday.  Through the UMCOR Coffee Project, 

our congregation can enjoy delicious organically grown coffee and support farmers’ co-

operatives around the world.  Please support our mission efforts while enjoying your 

coffee everyday.  Questions?  Please contact Janet Lashley at 314-783-7626. 

 


