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 John Calvin was 
one of the early 
Reformers.  Sometimes I 
hear otherwise well-
meaning Methodists 
speaking of their Baptist 
or Presbyterian sisters 
and brothers, and say 
something that just isn’t 
true.  “We’re not 
Calvinists,” they say, as if 
to distinguish themselves 
from their neighbors.  But, 
like with many things, it’s 

only partially true.  As Wesley put it, we cannot go with 
those followers of Calvin over the precipice of 
predestination, but that doesn’t mean for a moment that 
we don’t hold in high esteem a view of the providence of 
God, or that we are uninfluenced by the thinking of our 
Calvinist sisters and brothers. 
 
 Quite to the contrary.  Our “Articles of Religion,” 
though adapted by Wesley, were heavily influenced by the 
thinking of John Calvin.  What’s more, our view of 
communion is precisely that of John Calvin.  Called 
“virtualism,” our position says that what happens with the 
bread and the wine is not magic (as is the danger of the 
Roman Catholic position of transubstantiation).  Nor, is it 
humanism (which is the risk run by those followers of the 
reformer, Ulrich Zwingli, who say that it’s just a “human 
remembering”).  Rather, that “by the power or ‘virtue’ of 
the Holy Spirit,” WE become transformed into the body and 
blood of Christ.  We pray: by your Spirit, “make them be 
for us the body and blood of Christ, that WE may be for the 
world the body of Christ redeemed by his blood.” 
 
 This is all a little historical and theological teaching 
and, admittedly, a little theologically nerdy.  I was, 
however, thinking about it this past week as I walked by 
the Becker Building.  Our project to renovate our space for 
Children's and Youth Ministry has begun in earnest with 

the asbestos remediation.  
That has meant that we 
have “walled off the 
building.”  Maybe you’ve 
noticed, too, that we have 
painted the wall white, 
and are inviting everyone 
to use a marker and write 
some “God Graffiti”—a 
prayer or blessing for 
those who will be using 
that space—that God 
would make it holy. 
 
 I have an idea that these prayers are much like the 
transformation of the bread and wine.  What is happening 
behind the wall is beyond our seeing, beyond our 
understanding, mysterious.  But, God, by the power or 
‘virtue’ of the Holy Spirit, is working (along with the 
construction workers), to 
make of the space and to 
make of our future a place 
that is transformed and 
transformative.  It is, I pray, 
a place like the bread and 
wine, blessed and broken 
and given to us.  Its 
purpose is to make not of 
the building but of us 
something new for the 
world. 
 
May it be ever so. 
 
Blessings, by ‘Virtue’ of the 
Holy Spirit, 
 
 
Bart 

John Calvin  1509-1564 John Wesley  1703-1791 

God Graffiti 2018 
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Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

September 9—small group begins 

studying not a fan 

September 25—Confirmation Class 

begins 

September 26-November 7—Bible 

study Becoming Heart Sisters 

September 29—UMW to Octoberfest 

October 2-April 9, 2019—Adult 

Exploring the Bible class 

October 7—Deadline for bringing in 

Festival of Sharing packs 

October 14—”Exploring the Bible” 

class for children begins 

October 21—Flu shots at FUMC 

October 26 & 27—Discipleship 

Discovery Retreat 

November 4—Operation Christmas 

Child shoebox deadline 

June 16-21, 2019—Youth Mission 

Trip to Chattanooga, TN 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  Articles 
for the October 10, 2018, Spire are due in 
the church office by October. 3, 2018. 
You may email them to 
fumc_stcharles@sbcglobal.net with the 

word Spire as the subject. 

 

 Backpack Ministry 
 

School is back in session and we are 

feeding 60 children at Monroe and Lincoln 

Elementary Schools each weekend. 
 

Our pantry is in need of the following items: 
 Vienna sausage Canned peas 

 Individual applesauce Canned carrots 

Individual packages of cookies and chips 
 

Please bring your donations to the  

cupboard in the atrium. 

Staff 

Flu Shots 
The Visiting Nurses Association will be administering flu 
shots at First Church on Sunday, October 21.  Details and 
signup sheets will be available in the atrium on Sundays, 
October 7 and 14. 

Lift Your Coffee Cup &  

Make a Difference! 

The United Methodist Women are selling coffee in 

the atrium between 9:00 & 9:30 and 10:30 & 11:00 
am on every other Sunday.  Through the UMCOR 

Coffee Project, our congregation can enjoy delicious 
organically grown coffee and support farmers’ co-

operatives around the world.  Please support our 
mission efforts while enjoying your coffee everyday.  

Questions?  Please contact Janet Lashley at 314-

783-7626. 

UMW to Octoberfest 
 

On Saturday, September 29, the United 

Methodist Women will attend Octoberfest on the 

riverfront in downtown St. Charles.  The outing will fulfill 

a membership requirement of the Mai Gray Cultural 

and Racial Justice Club.  The women will meet in the 

church parking lot at 1:00 pm.  
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Programs for Children and Their Families 
 

Sharing the Joy — A Family Christmas Event 
Experience the joy of Christmas through station activities in the atrium.  Information will 
be added to the website soon. 
 Wednesday  November 28, 2018 6:00-8:00 pm 
 Wednesday  December 5, 2018 6:00-8:00 pm 
 Saturday  December 8, 2018 9:30-11:30 am 
Registration is required. 

 

Signs of  Christmas — Children’s Christmas Eve Worship. 
Information will be add to the website soon. 
 Wednesday  December 19, 2018 6:00 pm “Traveler’s Christmas Eve” 
 Monday December 24, 2018 4:00 pm 

 

Vacation Bible School 2019  
 Monday — Friday June 24, 2019 — June 28, 2019 9:00 am-12:00 noon 
Registration is required. 

 

Summer Day Camp 2019  
 Monday — Friday July 29, 2019 — August 2, 2019 9:00 am-4:00 pm 
Registration is required. 

 

 

 

 

October Is  

Church Staff Appreciation Month 
 

Show the staff of First St. Charles that 

you appreciate the work they do.  

There are thank you cards in the 

pews for you to write a note of thanks 

to a pastor or staff member.  The 

cards will be in the pews for the next 

few weeks.  When completed, you 

may put the cards in the collection 

plate or leave them in the church 

office. 

 

The Cedarhurst Ministry Team  

Needs You 
 

Wanted…individuals wishing to participate 

in the rewarding experience of making a 

positive difference in the lives of others. The 

Cedarhurst Ministry Team is in need of 

additional volunteers to facilitate the 

weekly Sunday 9:30am livestream worship 

service conducted at Cedarhurst Senior 

Living and Memory Care facility.  
 

Volunteers are scheduled approximately 

every 6 weeks and scheduling is flexible 

and based on individual availability. Two 

volunteers are scheduled each week and 

couples are welcome. Appropriate training 

is provided.  
 

For additional information or questions, 

please contact Jeff Strebel at 636-946-7206 

or jstrbl@att.net. 

 

Volunteers 
Needed 
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 Exploring the Bible for Adults 
 

Exploring the Bible is a unique bible study designed to 

promote biblical literacy, no matter your current knowledge of 
the Bible.   

Topics to be covered are  

What is the Bible? Introducing the Old Testament Introducing the New Testament. 
 

Tuesdays October 2, 2018, through April 9, 2019, (19 weeks), 1:00-2:30 pm. 

Facilitator:  Dr. Bart 

Register online at www.firststcharlesumc.org or  
call the office at 636-947-0066 

Exploring the Bible for Children in 3rd Grade and Above 
 

Children in the 3rd, 4th and 5th grades will be participating in “Exploring the Bible” 

in the Stepping Stones Club during the Sunday School hour, 9:30 to 10:30 am.  This 8

-week program will give participants the tools they need to explore the Bible and 

answers the classic questions:  Who?  What?  When?  Where?  Why?  and  How? 

Parents, guardians, friends, youth, family and others are welcome to attend the classes.  Phase 

I will be Sundays, October 14, 21, 28, and November 4.  On Sunday, November 11, the children 

will invite parents to hear what they have learned. 

Please contact Stepping Stones Director, Shannon Fagan at sfagan@firststcharlesumc.org with 

your questions.  Phase II, the second half of the program, will continue in the spring; the dates 

are to be determined. 

And, as always, the children are to report to the Sanctuary at 9:30 am on Sundays and are 

dismissed for Stepping Stones Club at about 9:45 am. 

I am grateful for all the farewell good wishes from  

the First Church staff, the Leadership Board,  

and many church members. 

It's been my profound honor and high privilege  

to share life and faith with you for the past 4½ years. 

I continue to remember you all in my daily prayers. 

Ken Gottman 
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Discipleship Discovery Retreat — October 26 and 27 
 

GATHER – Join with others to know yourself and God in deeper, more powerful ways  
 
GROW – Discover and discern how your gifts, 
beliefs and behaviors might influence your ability to 
live as a Christian disciple, to work flexibly and 
openly with people who do things differently, and to 
serve and lead within a community of faith more 
fully and passionately. 
 
GO – Explore what is next in your discipleship 
path. 
 
Join us Friday evening and Saturday, October 26 and 27, at First St Charles UMC for 
a weekend retreat where we will explore: 
 

 Our Spiritual Gifts to help us identify our own God-given gifts for living as 
Christian disciples. We will discover our strongest gifts and how we might use 
them to serve God. 

 
 Our Leadership and Interaction Styles to better understand our own behavioral 

styles and how they relate to our gifts as well as to our interactions and 
leadership.  We will also explore how stress affects the way we interact with 
others.  In addition, we will have an opportunity to learn about other styles of 
leadership and how to best interact with them. 

 
 Our Spiritual Styles and Task Type Preferences to discover how we and how 

others most comfortably experience and approach God as well as the kinds of 
ministry settings in which we might best thrive. 

 
There is no fee to attend the retreat.  Childcare is available and lunch is provided 
Saturday.  
 
For more information or to register contact retreat facilitators  
 Pastor Diane Menke Pence at dpence@firststcharlesumc.org or  
 Ed Pence at edpence121314@gmail.com  
 or you may sign up on the First St Charles UMC website or call the office at 
 636-947-0066. 

DISCIPLESHIP DISCOVERY  

RETREAT 

What are people saying about the Discipleship Discovery Retreat? 

“The Disciple Discovery retreat was super beneficial to me and helped me explore 
more of myself in terms of my spirituality. I learned more about my spiritual gifts and 
leadership styles so that I can expand how I want to give more of myself to God and 
the church.”  Karon Johannes  
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Join us for Confirmation this Fall! 

Join us for an exciting class starting September 25! 

During Confirmation, students will practice spiritual disciplines, learn about 

the history and theology of Methodism, experience religious immersions 

through class trips, and discover what it means to be a follower of Christ.  

We will meet every Tuesday evening from 4:30 until 6:00 pm at the church. 

If you are a youth or a parent of a confirmation-age youth in 6th, 7th or 8th grade who is 

interested in this opportunity to grow in faith, please contact Rev. Peter Norton for more 

information at 636.947.0066 or register on our church website today at http://firststcharlesumc.org/

events. 

Youth Led Worship Service at Mt. Carmel 
 

The students from our church led a worship service at Mt. Carmel Senior Living Center on 

Sept 15, 2018. One generation served another. Here is a prayer from the service:  
 

Our Father, thank you for this wonderful morning and all the people around me. As we 

praise you and worship you this morning, let your light shine on us and we shall declare 

your name. Bless the people here today, their families and friends, and the people in the 

world that struggle and need you to guide them down the right path for you are the one 

that gives us peace. Please forgive us of our sins and shine down your grace. Our Lord and 

Savior that died on a cross and rose from the grave we praise. Open our eyes and hear 

our prayers Lord. Amen. 

Youth Mission Trip to Chattanooga, Tennessee  

June 16-21, 2019 
 

Travel with us to Chattanooga, TN, for a week of service, worship, and 

fun!  Come on October 21 from 6:00 to 7:30 pm in Room 105 to learn 

more about this exciting mission opportunity.  Early Bird registration is 

$270 per student.  Scholarships are available.   

Please register online at http://firststcharlesumc.org/calendar/events.  Email Rev. Peter for 

more information at pnorton@firststcharlesumc.org. 
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 1 small backpack (NO backpacks with 

wheels) 

 1 t-shirt child medium, child large, or adult 

small 

 1 pkg. with 3 pair underpants 

 1 child soft toothbrush (in original package) 

 1 small stuffed animal (new) 

 1 pair socks 

 1 tube child-flavored toothpaste (4-6 oz.) 

 1 child narrow tooth comb 

MISSOURI BACKPACKS OF LOVE 

1,200 requested versus 834 shared in 2017 

Thank you so much for contributing to the Festival of Sharing’s 
interfaith celebration and gathering of resources.  Together, we can 
share the love of Jesus Christ as we respond to world hunger, poverty, 
and injustice.  When people of faith come together, our sharing makes 
a positive and powerful difference in the lives of people in need.  

Please place your 
pack under the GO 
banner before 
Sunday, October 7, 
2018 

Estimated pack 

value—$35 

 6 new pencils with 

erasers 

 4 folders with 

pockets 

 1 large eraser 

 2-70 page spiral or 

tape bound 
notebooks (140 
pages total) 

 1-12 inch ruler 

 1 pencil holder 

 1 pair child-sized 

metal scissors 

 1 box of 24 crayons 

(only 24) 

 1 box of 10 

markers (only 10) 

 2 ink pens (medium 

point) 
 

Place smaller items in 
the pencil holder & 
place all items in a 
large Ziploc bag (2 or 
2.5 gallon).  

MISSOURI READIN’ & WRITIN’ PACK 

3,364 requested versus 1,984 shared in 2017 

Thank you so much for contributing to the Festival of Sharing’s 
interfaith celebration and gathering of resources.  Together, we can 
share the love of Jesus Christ as we respond to world hunger, poverty, 

and injustice.  When people of faith come together, our sharing makes 
a positive and powerful difference in the lives of people in need.  

Please place your 
pack under the GO 
banner before 
Sunday, October 7, 
2018 

Estimated pack 

value—$14 
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Women’s Coats Are Needed 

FISH is in need of gently-used women’s coats.  All sizes are needed.   

Please bring your coats to the church and  

leave them on the metal Mission shelves in the atrium.  Thank you. 


