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 This Sunday, September 16
th
 we will joyfully 

welcome five adults into our church:  Chris and 
Lindsey Willard; Steve, Debra, and Kate 
Sanders. We’ll also share in the sacrament of 
Holy Baptism as we celebrate and welcome 
Vivian Sanders; Billie, Melissa, and Sandie 
Willard.  All the children are wonderful and 
welcome additions to our church family. 
 
 The Willards’ story is somewhat unique, 
however.  Chris and Lindsey have been 
worshiping with us for some time.  Lindsey has 
worked for the last year and a half as our 
church’s Marketing Director.  About a year ago, 
Chris and Lindsey decided to adopt a child.  
They wanted an older child.  It was a Monday, 
as I recall, that they got word that the adoption 
would happen.  But, it wasn’t just one child—
rather, three sisters:  age 5, 2, and 8 months.  
And, could they be ready for them by this 
coming Friday? 
 
 Can you imagine going from 0 to 3 within the 
space of less than 5 days!  It blows my mind.  
But, the people of First St. Charles rallied.  Many 
of our younger parents chipped in with clothing 
and toys.  The staff pooled money together for 
beds.  People from around the church brought  

 
things in to the office.  We were the church 
being the church, and the Willards couldn’t have 
been more grateful.   
 
 Friday came and suddenly, they were on the 
way to becoming family.  The adoption was just 
recently finalized, and the girls now have a 
“forever home” and are officially “Willards.”   
 
 But, come this Sunday as we celebrate a 
“forever home in Christ” for all those whose 
baptisms we share, I would ask:  how many new 
members will we be adding to our church? 
 
 You might think just five—the adults who are 
joining.  But, our United Methodist Discipline 
says that they are “Professing Members,” and 
that the children are “Baptized Members.”  Trick 
question or an important distinction?  I think it’s 
important that we think of the children as 
officially belonging to the membership of our 
church.   
 
 I invite and encourage you as you extend 
welcome to ALL NINE wonderful and amazing 
new members of the First Church and God’s 
Kingdom family!   
 
Blessings, 
 
 
Bart 
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Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 
Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Peter Norton 

Rev. Diane Menke Pence 
Rev. Dr. Ken Gottman 

Margaret Love 

Jack McCormick 
Carolie Owens 

Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard 
Sharon Byers 
Karla Curry 
Anne Brown 

Sarite Christison 
Kerri Johnson 
Jim Nichols 

Stacey Davis 
Patti Adams 

Pat Williams 
Brielle Ketcherside 

Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

September 9—small group begins 
studying not a fan 

September 12, 19, 26—Newcomers 

Class 
September 25—Confirmation Class 

begins 
September 26-November 7—Bible 

study Becoming Heart Sisters 

October 2-April 9, 2019—Adult 
Exploring the Bible class 

October 7—”Exploring the Bible” class 
for children begins 

October 7—Deadline for bringing in 
Festival of Sharing packs 

October 21—Flu shots at FUMC 
October 26 & 27—Discipleship 

Discovery Retreat 
November 4—Operation Christmas 

Child shoebox deadline 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  Articles 
for the September 26, 2018, Spire are due 
in the church office by Sept. 19, 2018. 
You may email them to 
fumc_stcharles@sbcglobal.net with the 

word Spire as the subject. 

Joe Menefee, who passed away on 
September 6, was the husband of Kitty 
Menefee and the father of Mike Menefee. 

Staff 

Flu Shots 
 

The Visiting Nurses Association will be administering 
flu shots at First Church on Sunday, October 21.  

Details and signup sheets will be available  

in the atrium on Sundays, October 7 and 14. 

Lift Your Coffee Cup &  

Make a Difference! 

The United Methodist Women are selling coffee in the 

atrium between 9:00 & 9:30 and 10:30 & 11:00 am on 
every other Sunday.  Through the UMCOR Coffee 

Project, our congregation can enjoy delicious 
organically grown coffee and support farmers’ co-
operatives around the world.  Please support our 

mission efforts while enjoying your coffee everyday.  
Questions?  Please contact Janet Lashley at 

314-783-7626. 
 

There are hurting 
families and 
individuals all 
around us.  
Indeed, we may 
know some.  
However, many 
of them are 
unseen by us, 
either by their 
choosing or our 

inability to notice.  Oftentimes, if given the proper guidance and 
assistance, they can bring stability to their lives.   
 

If you would like to find out more about how you could make a 
difference in someone’s life, by just talking with them on the 
phone, you can learn more at Neighbor Helping Neighbor’s 
Service Coordinator Training on Sunday, September 23rd from 
1:00 to 4:00 pm at St. Charles Presbyterian Church, 131 Gamble 
Street, St. Charles. 
 

Please RSVP to Matt Miller at mmiller@calvaryonline.cc or call 
636-939-4343 x1157. 

You Can Make a Difference! 

Provide supportive care to hurting families and 
individuals by becoming a Service Coordinator.    

Most of the care can be done by phone! 
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Join us for Confirmation this Fall! 

Join us for an exciting class starting September 25! 

During Confirmation, students will practice spiritual disciplines, learn about the history and theology 

of Methodism, experience religious immersions through class trips, and discover what it means to be 

a follower of Christ.  

We will meet every Tuesday evening from 4:30 until 6:00 pm at the church. 

If you are a youth or a parent of a confirmation-age youth in 6th, 7th or 8th 

grade who is interested in this opportunity to grow in faith, please contact 

Rev. Peter Norton for more information at 636.947.0066 or register on our 

church website today at http://firststcharlesumc.org/events. 

fan: an enthusiastic admirer. 

In the Gospels, Jesus never seemed too interested in fans. 

Is that how you define your relationship with Him? An 

"enthusiastic admirer"? Close enough to Jesus to get the 

benefits but not so close to require sacrifice? 

He was looking for followers. Not just any follower though, but a... 

COMPLETELY. COMMITTED. FOLLOWER. 

How would things change if you lived as Jesus lived, and loved the way He loved? 

Come join us for an engaging six (6) week study starting September 9, 2018 at 11:00am in 

Room 109. Maybe you’re ready to join the hundreds of people who have stepped across a 

line and said: “I am not a fan.” 

Questions?  Contact Nevada Smith at nevadamsmith@gmail.com. 

Newcomers’ Class Starting 
New to First Church? 
 Thinking of joining? 
  Have questions about the church, Methodism, or church in general? 

 

Join us for a casual conversation.  Our three-session Newcomers’ Class will meet on Wednesdays, 
September 12, 19, and 26 from 6:00 to 7:00 pm.  Childcare will be provided.  Please RSVP to Pastor 
Peter at 636-947-0066 ext 112 or pnorton@firststcharlesumc.org. 
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Exploring the Bible is a unique bible study designed to promote 

biblical literacy, no matter your current knowledge of the Bible.   

Topics to be covered are 

1) What is the Bible? 2)  Introducing the Old Testament 3)  Introducing the New Testament. 
 

Tuesdays October 2, 2018, through April 9, 2019, (19 weeks), 1:00-2:30 pm. 

Facilitator:  Dr. Bart 

Register online at www.firststcharlesumc.org or call the office at 636-947-0066 

Exploring the Bible for Children in 3rd Grade and Above 
 

Children in the 3rd, 4th and 5th grades will be participating in “Exploring the Bible” in 

the Stepping Stones Club during the Sunday School hour, 9:30 to 10:30 am.  This 8-

week program will give participants the tools they need to explore the Bible and 

answers the classic questions:  Who?  What?  When?  Where?  Why?  and  How? 

Parents, guardians, friends, youth, family and others are welcome to attend the classes.  Phase I will be 

Sundays, October 7, 14, 21, and 28.  On Sunday, November 4, the children will invite parents to hear 

what they have learned. 

Please contact Stepping Stones Director, Shannon Fagan at sfagan@firststcharlesumc.org with your 

questions.  Phase II, the second half of the program, will continue in the spring; the dates are to be 

determined. 

And, as always, the children are to report to the Sanctuary at 9:30 am on Sundays and are dismissed for 

Stepping Stones Club at about 9:45 am. 

 
 
 
 

Wednesdays September 26—November 7 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  Cost:  $10 
Childcare available upon request. 

 

Friendships with other women are as important to our mental, physical and spiritual health as rest, exercise 
and prayer.  We don't just want friends--we need friends.  If you've ever been hurt by a friend, struggled to 
balance friendship with everyday life, seen a friendship end too early, or longed for deeper and more 
authentic friendships, this Bible study is for you.   
 

Join us for a 7-week Bible study where we look at digging into timeless truths of Scripture 
and sharing real experiences with transparency and humor.  Author Natalie Snapp will 
guide us through the process of finding and nurturing healthy authentic friendships that 
enrich our lives, honor God and build up the body of Christ. 
 

To register, go to the church web-site at www.firststcharlesumc.org or call the church 
office at 636-947-0066.  Questions?  Contact Jan Beckman at 314-302-9375.  
 

Registration deadline:  September 14.   

http://www.firststcharlesumc.org/
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DISCIPLESHIP DISCOVERY  

RETREAT 

DISCIPLESHIP DISCOVERY RETREAT 
 

Spend time with others from our church community to discover and discern how our gifts, 

attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors influence our ability to live as Christian disciples, to work 
flexibly and openly with people who do things differently, and to serve and lead within a 

community of faith more fully and passionately.   
 

Friday evening & Saturday morning/afternoon, October 26 & 27, 2018 
Location:  First St Charles UMC Childcare available upon request. 

 

Please contact Rev. Diane Menke Pence at  
dpence@firststcharlesumc.org, register online at www.firststcharlesumc.org,  

or call the office at 636-947-0066. 

Programs for Children and Their Families 
 

Sharing the Joy — A Family Christmas Event 
Experience the joy of Christmas through station activities in the atrium.  
Information will be added to the website soon. 

 Wednesday  November 28, 2018 6:00-8:00 pm 

 Wednesday  December 5, 2018 6:00-8:00 pm 

 Saturday  December 1, 2018 9:30-11:30 am 

Registration is required. 
 

Signs of  Christmas — Children’s Christmas Eve Worship. 
Information will be add to the website soon. 

 Wednesday  December 19, 2018 6:00 pm “Traveler’s Christmas Eve” 

 Monday December 24, 2018 4:00 pm 
 

Vacation Bible School 2019  
 Monday — Friday June 24, 2019 — June 28, 2019 9:00 am-12:00 noon 

Registration is required. 
 

Summer Day Camp 2019  
 Monday — Friday July 29, 2019 — August 2, 2019 9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Registration is required. 

SAVE 
THESE 
DATES 
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 1 small backpack (NO backpacks with 

wheels) 

 1 t-shirt child medium, child large, or adult 

small 

 1 pkg. with 3 pair underpants 

 1 child soft toothbrush (in original package) 

 1 small stuffed animal (new) 

 1 pair socks 

 1 tube child-flavored toothpaste (4-6 oz.) 

 1 child narrow tooth comb 

MISSOURI BACKPACKS OF LOVE 

1,200 requested versus 834 shared in 2017 

Thank you so much for contributing to the Festival of Sharing’s 
interfaith celebration and gathering of resources.  Together, we can 
share the love of Jesus Christ as we respond to world hunger, poverty, 
and injustice.  When people of faith come together, our sharing makes 
a positive and powerful difference in the lives of people in need.  

Please place your 
pack under the GO 
banner before 
Sunday, October 7, 
2018 

Estimated pack 

value—$35 

 6 new pencils with 

erasers 

 4 folders with 

pockets 

 1 large eraser 

 2-70 page spiral or 

tape bound 
notebooks (140 
pages total) 

 1-12 inch ruler 

 1 pencil holder 

 1 pair child-sized 

metal scissors 

 1 box of 24 crayons 

(only 24) 

 1 box of 10 

markers (only 10) 

 2 ink pens (medium 

point) 
 

Place smaller items in 
the pencil holder & 
place all items in a 
large Ziploc bag (2 or 
2.5 gallon).  

MISSOURI READIN’ & WRITIN’ PACK 

3,364 requested versus 1,984 shared in 2017 

Thank you so much for contributing to the Festival of Sharing’s 
interfaith celebration and gathering of resources.  Together, we can 
share the love of Jesus Christ as we respond to world hunger, poverty, 

and injustice.  When people of faith come together, our sharing makes 
a positive and powerful difference in the lives of people in need.  

Please place your 
pack under the GO 
banner before 
Sunday, October 7, 
2018 

Estimated pack 

value—$14 
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Women’s Coats Are Needed 

FISH is in need of gently-used women’s coats.  All sizes are needed.   

Please bring your coats to the church and  

leave them on the metal Mission shelves in the atrium.  Thank you. 
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Transitioning to a New Technology and Media Director 
 

After three years of service, helping our church improve our outreach to 

new people through technology and media, Larry Ruebling has asked 

to be relieved of his responsibilities as technology and media director. 

Eric Heien, a member of our congregation, will be taking his place as 

our new technology and media director.  
 

Through Larry’s leadership our church has greatly improved our ability to 

reach people in our community. Under Larry’s leadership, the 

Technology and Media Team has grown to over 20 volunteers. This 

Technology and Media team supports worship through slides, sound, and video. Under 

Larry’s leadership, we developed the ability to livestream our worship services over the 

internet. Currently 50 people on average worship with us online every Sunday. Livestream 

technology allowed us to start an additional worship service at the Cedarhurst Assisted 

Living and Memory Center. Larry organized technology and media support for numerous 

outreach events including offsite worship on Easter Sunday, Kids Christmas events, 

Vacation Bible School, weddings, and funerals. Larry also produced numerous videos to 

communicate stories of God changing lives in our congregation and invite new people to 

know God through our church.  
 

We look forward to Eric Heien taking responsibility for this exciting ministry. Eric has 

extensive project management experience and currently works in information technology 

as a manager for AT&T. Under Eric’s leadership we plan to continue to expand the 

number of volunteers who provide technology and media support through slide 

production, sound, and video for worship, weddings, funerals, and other events. We are 

recruiting volunteers to create original videos and develop new technology for our 

church. As part of our A New Fire initiative, Eric will 

supervise the improvement of our technology and media 

during this exciting season of renovation and outreach.  
 

Please join us in showing appreciation to Larry for 

his good service and welcome and support for Eric. This 

will be Larry’s third time to retire. He is looking forward to 

more time with his wife Avis, children, and grandchildren.  

Worship at Mount Carmel on Saturday, September 15 
 

The youth of First St. Charles will be leading worship at Mount Carmel on Saturday, September 15! 
 

Please come and join us!  We will gather in the Mount Carmel lobby about 9:30 a.m. to “walk and 

roll” residents to their chapel.  Please join us as we sing, pray, celebrate communion and share the 

Good News!  We expect to have our friends back to their rooms about 10:30 a.m.  Email Joan 

Crenshaw at joancren71@gmail.com (or call 636-699-8764) so we know to count on you! 


