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 BACK-TO-CHURCH BBQ & BLOCK PARTY 

Everyone is invited to the block party on Saturday, September 8, from 10:30 am to 3:30 pm. 

The party is sponsored by the United Methodist Men to 

raise funds to support First St. Charles programs for 

children and youth.  Delicious BBQ and desserts will be on 

sale for lunch.  Please bring the whole family for games 

and music and face painting and lots of fun on the 

church’s front lawn.  And, ask your friends to join us for fun 

and lunch, too. 

HELP MAKE THE BACK-TO-CHURCH BBQ  

A SUCCESS 

Every Thursday between now and September 8, there will 

be an informational / organizational meeting about the 

Back-to-Church BBQ.  We need you!   

Here are some areas where you can help: 

 Help pre-staging set up on September 7 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.  This will be setting up 

tables, chairs, booths. 

 Help set up BBQ and game booths from 7:30 to 10:30 

 Food servers 

 Cooks — BBQ and food preparations 

 Clean up from 3:30 pm until everything is put away 

 Ticket takers 

 Game attendants from 10:00 am until 12:00 pm or 12:00 pm to 3:30 pm. 

 Go-fers to get things we need but don’t have 

 Photographers / videographers 

 Media / sound reinforcement 

 Parking attendants 

 Trash pick up during the event 

 Marketing to deliver posters and invitations 
If you can help, please contact Larry Ruebling at 636-947-0066 or come to a meeting. 
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Kerri Johnson 
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Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

August 1-October 24—small group 
GriefShare 

August 12—Lincoln Elementary 

School Prayer Walk 
September 6-27—small group I Love 

Growing Older But I’ll Never Grow 
Old 

September 8—Back-to-Church BBQ & 

Block Party 
September 9—Back-to-Church 

Sunday 
October 2-April 9—Exploring the 

Bible class 
October 6-12—Puerto Rico Mission 

Trip 
October 7—Deadline for bringing in 

Festival of Sharing packs 
October 26 & 27—Discipleship 

Discovery Retreat 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  Articles 
for the August 22, 2018, Spire are due in 
the church office by August 15, 2018. 
You may email them to 
fumc_stcharles@sbcglobal.net with the 

word Spire as the subject. 

Richard Adkins, who passed away on 
August 14 in Florida, was the husband 
of Doris Miller Adkins. 

Staff 

Summer Sunday Serenades 

All summer through September 2nd 

Join us for musical guests every Sunday in worship.  

August 26 Gospel Music 

September 2 Heavenly Harmony 

Exploring the Bible is a unique bible study designed to 
promote biblical literacy, no matter your current 

knowledge of the Bible.   

Topics covered are  

1) What is the Bible?  
2) Introducing the Old Testament  

3) Introducing the New Testament. 

Tuesdays, 1:00-2:30 pm 

October 2-April 9 which is 19 weeks 
Facilitator:  Dr. Bart 

Register online at www.firststcharlesumc.org 
or call the office at 636-947-0066 

Join us for Confirmation this Fall! 
 

Join us for an exciting class starting September 25! 

During Confirmation, students will practice spiritual disciplines, 

learn about the history and theology of Methodisim, experience 

religious immersions through class trips, and discover what it means 

to be a follower of Christ.  

We will be meeting 

every Tuesday 

evening from 4:30pm 

– 6:00pm at the 

church. 

 

If you are a youth, or 

a parent of a 

confirmation-age 

youth, interested in 

this opportunity to 

grow in faith, please 

get in touch! 

 

Contact Brielle Ketcherside for more information at 636.947.0066 

ext. 128 or register on our church website today at http://

firststcharlesumc.org/connect/youth 
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OASIS Tutoring at Lincoln Elementary 
Rev. Debby Bartley 

Schools are starting soon!  Classes at our neighborhood school, Lincoln Elementary, 
begin on Thursday, August 6.  Our partnership with Lincoln is evolving, and one of the 
easiest ways we can help make a difference in a child’s life is to help them grow in their reading skills. 

The St. Charles School District partners with OASIS Tutoring, and I was privileged to be a part of the 
program last year.  After receiving OASIS’ training, they partnered me with a third grader at Lincoln 
Elementary.  We immediately hit it off and both looked forward to our weekly time together.  Indeed, we 
were both blessed.  I am looking forward to being a part of the program again this school year. 

If this sounds like something you would be interested in, you can find out more at OASIS’ website is 
https://www.oasisnet.org/St-Louis-MO/Tutoring and their phone number is 314-995-9506.  Don’t 
delay – their training dates for this school year are September 11 and 12. 

First St. Charles is committed to being in ministry with our neighbors at Lincoln Elementary School.  
Won’t you consider this opportunity, and together we will make a difference in the lives of children in 
our neighborhood. 

A New Group Is Forming Beginning September 6th: 

I Love Growing Older But I’ll Never Grow Old 
 

A new group is beginning this September, for those who want to embrace 

growing older but not growing old!  The group, which will explore growing older 

as a process, a journey, and a gift, will meet on Thursdays at 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. 

for four weeks beginning September 6.  Led by Sally Haake, the group will 

gather in room 105 at First St. Charles UMC. 

The book, “I Love Growing Older but I’ll Never Grow Old,” by J Ellsworth Kallas, will help 

members explore the idea that extended middle age is a chance to grow in new and 

rewarding ways.  The group will challenge the ageist attitudes and perceptions of society which 

unnecessarily limit choices.  As JoAnn Jenkins, CEO of AARP states, “The new reality of aging 

challenges each of us to recognize that our potential is not depleted with age any more than it 

is limited by youth.” 

For more information or to sign up for the group and reserve your copy of the book, contact 

Sally Haake at shaake2966@aol.com or 636-949-5995. 

 

Great News!   
After all these months of planning and organizing,  

the church's "New Fire" building renovation has begun. 

Workers arrived this morning to begin the work of installing a ramp at the eighth street door.  We expect 
the work to last at least two weeks.  In the meantime, that area is blocked off.  To reach the choir room 
and room 105, you must take the elevator by the church office.  The double doors on the lower level are 
blocked at that point so Wesley and the other lower level rooms are not accessible from the elevator by 
the church office.  The stairs down from the atrium are still usable.  If you need the elevator to the lower 
level, the one in the Becker Building is available.  

mailto:shaake2966@aol.com
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BACK-TO-CHURCH SUNDAY IS SEPTEMBER 9 

We need your help to pack meals for hungry 

families with Kids Against Hunger.  The meal kits 

will be assembled in the atrium between 9:00 am 

and 12:00 pm on September 9.  Join us and let’s 

see if we can pack more meal kits than we did 

last year! 

 
 
 

 

Wednesdays 

September 26—November 7 

6:30—8:00 p.m. 

Cost:  $10 

 
Friendships with other women are as important to our mental, 
physical and spiritual health as rest, exercise and prayer.  We 
don't just want friends--we need friends.  If you've ever been 
hurt by a friend, struggled to balance friendship with everyday 

life, seen a friendship end too early, or longed for deeper and more authentic friendships, this Bible 
study is for you.   
 
Join us for a 7-week Bible study where we look at digging into timeless truths of Scripture and 
sharing real experiences with transparency and humor.  Author Natalie Snapp will guide us through 
the process of finding and nurturing healthy authentic friendships that enrich our lives, honor God 
and build up the body of Christ. 
 

Childcare available upon request.    
 
To register, go to the church web-site at www.firststcharlesumc.org or call the church office at 636-
947-0066.  Contact Jan Beckman at 314-302-9375.  
 
 

Registration deadline:  September 14.   

http://www.firststcharlesumc.org/
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FALL REGISTRATION IS OPEN 

First Kids Preschool and Childcare  
 

There are still openings for the fall session which began on August 15, 2018.  Details and forms are 

available on our website www.firststcharlesumc.org.  Or, please call Kerri Johnson, 636-947-9380. 

 1 small backpack (NO backpacks with 

wheels) 

 1 t-shirt child medium, child large, or adult 

small 

 1 pkg. with 3 pair underpants 

 1 child soft toothbrush (in original package) 

 1 small stuffed animal (new) 

 1 pair socks 

 1 tube child-flavored toothpaste (4-6 oz.) 

 1 child narrow tooth comb 

MISSOURI BACKPACKS OF LOVE 

1,200 requested versus 834 shared in 2017 

Thank you so much for contributing to the Festival of Sharing’s 
interfaith celebration and gathering of resources.  Together, we can 
share the love of Jesus Christ as we respond to world hunger, poverty, 
and injustice.  When people of faith come together, our sharing makes 
a positive and powerful difference in the lives of people in need.  

Please place your 
pack under the GO 
banner before 
Sunday, October 7, 
2018 

Estimated pack 

value—$35 

 6 new pencils with 

erasers 

 4 folders with 

pockets 

 1 large eraser 

 2-70 page spiral or 

tape bound 
notebooks (140 
pages total) 

 1-12 inch ruler 

 1 pencil holder 

 1 pair child-sized 

metal scissors 

 1 box of 24 crayons 

(only 24) 

 1 box of 10 

markers (only 10) 

 2 ink pens (medium 

point) 
 

Place smaller items in 
the pencil holder & 
place all items in a 
large Ziploc bag (2 or 
2.5 gallon).  

MISSOURI READIN’ & WRITIN’ PACK 

3,364 requested versus 1,984 shared in 2017 

Thank you so much for contributing to the Festival of Sharing’s 
interfaith celebration and gathering of resources.  Together, we can 
share the love of Jesus Christ as we respond to world hunger, poverty, 

and injustice.  When people of faith come together, our sharing makes 
a positive and powerful difference in the lives of people in need.  

Please place your 
pack under the GO 
banner before 
Sunday, October 7, 
2018 

Estimated pack 

value—$14 
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HELP WANTED:  Childcare 
Worker, a part-time paid 

position 
 

We want to encourage parents of young 
children to attend Sunday worship service by 

caring for their infants and toddlers on 
Sunday mornings from 8 am to 12 noon.  

This childcare position has a flexible 
schedule; the worker is not required to work 
every Sunday.  For more information or to 

apply, please contact Meg Love, at 
mlove@firststcharlesumc.org. 

Lift Your Coffee Cup &  

Make a Difference! 

The United Methodist Women are selling 

coffee in the atrium between 9:00 & 9:30 
and 10:30 & 11:00 am on every other 

Sunday.  Through the UMCOR Coffee Project, 
our congregation can enjoy delicious 
organically grown coffee and support farmers’ 

co-operatives around the world.  Please 
support our mission efforts while enjoying 

your coffee everyday.  Questions?  Please 
contact Janet Lasley at 314-783-7626. 

 Puerto Rico Mission Trip 
 October 6-12, 2018 
 

We are finalizing the details for this exciting mission opportunity to assist 
our sisters and brothers in Puerto Rico as they recover from Hurricane 
Maria.  We hope to take a team of 10 , and we have a few more openings if 
you want to join us!  For more information about this opportunity, please 
contact Rev. Debby at 636-947-0066 or dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org. 

 Puerto Rico Mission Support 
 

If you can’t personally travel to Puerto Rico and wish to support the mission, you could 
consider providing a full or partial scholarship of the costs to assist someone who would like 
to go but may not have the funds to cover the trip.  Please contact Rev. Debby at 636-947-
0066 or dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org for more information. 

Missi
on 

to 

Volunteer Opportunities 

As a church, we depend upon volunteers.  As a member of the church, you pledge your prayers, presence, 
gifts, service, and witness.  Are you in need of a way to give your service?  Following is a list of some of 
the ways in which you can be of service to First St. Charles: 

Sunday Morning bus Driver—one Sunday a quarter 

Pew Patrol—every Monday morning at about 9:30 am every other 
month 

Ushers—each Sunday every other month during one worship service 

Prayer Warriors—Wednesday morning at 8:00 am 

Hospitality—one Sunday each month 

Childcare Volunteer—as needed to care for children while their parents attend class, sing in the choir, 
or other First Church events 

 

Other opportunities are also available.  Please call the church office at 636-947-0066 for more details 
about how you can be of service. 

mailto:mlove@firststcharlesumc.org

