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 If you’ve ever been on one of those 

water slides they have at amusement parks 

or on a roller coaster, you know:  once it’s 

started, all you can do is hold on and go it 

with it. 

 

 If you’ve missed a Sunday or two and 

come back for worship, hang on!  The 

building project has begun.  Unlike our last 

building project when we built the Atrium 

and the “New Building,” we aren’t adding 

to our existing space.  Unlike the move that 

brought us to this location after the fire on 

5th street, we are renovating. 

 

 And, that means that we can’t renovate 

until we first move.  Things are moving 

everywhere.  Nothing seems untouched.  

Even my office will now be shared with our 

High School Youth.  By the way, we’re 

having a contest to play practical jokes on 

each other, and I got them first!  (You’ll want 

to ask them what I did to get them.)  We 

might as well have some fun along the way, 

right? 

 

 

 

 There’s a lot about the move that I don’t 

understand and, like me, you may have a 

lot of “why?” questions.  Like why can’t we 

go in the Catherine Collier room?  Answer:  

because it is our only state-approved option 

for our pre-school nursery, and there will be 

kids crawling on the floor that we need to 

keep cleaned.  There are hundreds of these 

“why” questions and I hope that you, like 

me, can join in just going with it, trusting that 

we can’t control and may never 

understand all the why-s. 

 

 Understand this “WHY?”―we are doing it 

all for the children—we are doing it all to be 

the church for children that God is calling us 

to be.  In the meantime, hang on.  Let’s 

have fun on the ride, shall we? 

 

Blessings, 

 

Bart 
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Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 

Rev. Debby Bartley 

Rev. Peter Norton 

Rev. Diane Menke Pence 

Rev. Dr. Ken Gottman 

Margaret Love 

Jack McCormick 

Carolie Owens 

Larry Ruebling 

Lindsey Willard 

Sharon Byers 

Karla Curry 

Anne Brown 

Sarite Christison 

Sally Jacobsen 

Kerri Johnson 

Jim Nichols 

Stacey Davis 

Patti Adams 

Pat Williams 

Brielle Ketcherside 

Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

August 1-October 24—small 

group DivorceCare 

August 1-October 24—small 

group GriefShare 

August 12—Lincoln Elementary 

School Prayer Walk 

September 6-27—small group I 

Love Growing Older But I’ll 

Never Grow Old 

September 8—Back-to-Church 

BBQ & Block Party 

October 2-April 9—Exploring 

the Bible class 

October 6-12—Puerto Rico 

Mission Trip 

October 7—Deadline for bringing 

in Festival of Sharing packs 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  Articles 
for the August 22, 2018, Spire are due in 
the church office by August 15, 2018. 
You may email them to 
fumc_stcharles@sbcglobal.net with the 

word Spire as the subject. 

Carol Borgmann, who passed 

away on Sunday, August 5. 

Staff 

Summer Sunday Serenades 

All summer through September 2nd 

Join us for musical guests every Sunday in worship.  
 

August 12 Peat Fire Flame (Scottish Band) 

August 19 Klezmer Band (Jewish Folk Music) 

August 26 Gospel Music 

September 2 Heavenly Harmony 

2018 Prayer Walk for  

Lincoln Elementary School 
 

It’s almost time for a new school year at our 

partner school, Lincoln Elementary School.  

Let’s help kick off their school year by 

praying for them—at Lincoln Elementary.   
 

On Sunday, August 12, we will meet in the Atrium after the 

11:00 worship service and walk to Lincoln.  The school is just 

a couple of blocks away from First St. Charles – an easy 

walk there and back.   
 

This is a great family activity for children of all ages, and a 

great faith-sharing opportunity as we pray for our children, 

their families, and the Lincoln Elementary community.   
 

Questions?  Please contact Rev. Debby at 636-947-0066 or 

dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org. 

Lincoln 
Elementary  

School 

Back to School 

Prayer Walk 

Exploring the Bible is a unique bible study designed 

to promote biblical literacy, no matter your current 
knowledge of the Bible.   

 

Topics covered are  

1) What is the Bible?  
2) Introducing the Old Testament  

3) Introducing the New Testament. 
 

Tuesdays, 1:00-2:30 pm 

October 2-April 9 (19 weeks) 
Facilitator:  Dr. Bart 

 

Register online at www.firststcharlesumc.org 

or call the office at 636-947-0066 
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Grieving the loss of someone close to you? 
 

We hope you will find comfort and support at GriefShare, a 
special weekly support group designed to help you rebuild your 

life after losing a loved one. 
 

The GriefShare group at First St. Charles will meet on Wednesdays for 13 weeks from August 1 
through October 24, from 9:30 to 11:00 am.  Even thought the group began meeting on 

August 1, you are invited to join at any time. 
 

Rev. Debby Bartley will be the group’s facilitator.  We want you to know that we know it 
hurts, and we want to help.  Please register online at www.griefshare.org or call Rev. 

Debby at 636-947-0066 for more information. 

 Puerto Rico Mission Trip 
 October 6-12, 2018 
 

We are finalizing the details for this exciting mission opportunity to assist 
our sisters and brothers in Puerto Rico as they recover from Hurricane 
Maria.  We hope to take a team of 10 , and we have a few more openings if 

you want to join us!  For more information about this opportunity, please contact Rev. Debby 
at 636-947-0066 or dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org. 

 

 Puerto Rico Mission Support 
 

If you can’t personally travel to Puerto Rico and wish to support the mission, you could 
consider providing a full or partial scholarship of the costs to assist someone who would like 
to go but may not have the funds to cover the trip.  Please contact Rev. Debby at 636-947-
0066 or dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org for more information. 

SHOWERS OF BLESSING NEEDS YOUR HELP 
 

The following are the items currently needed by Showers of Blessing, the community impact activity that 
provides people who are homeless in the St. Charles community with showers, light snacks, and fellowship 
every Wednesday morning: 
 children’s clothes all sizes of men’s shorts all sizes of men’s belt 
 large size (11 ½ to 13) men’s shoes 
 deet, insect repellant sunscreen antiperspirant 

 

Please leave your donations on the mission shelves in the atrium. 
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BACK-TO-CHURCH BBQ & BLOCK PARTY 
 

Everyone is invited to the block party on Saturday, September 8, from 

10:30 am to 3:30 pm. 
 

The party is sponsored by the United Methodist Men to raise funds to 

support First St. Charles programs for children and youth.  Delicious BBQ 

and desserts will be on sale for lunch.  Please bring the whole family for 

games and music and face painting and lots of fun on the church’s 

front lawn.  And, ask your friends to join us for fun and lunch, too. 

 

We still need organizations to sponsor game booths for children on the lawn.  Please 

contact Larry Ruebling at 636-795-0245 for more information about the games. 

OASIS Tutoring at Lincoln Elementary 
Rev. Debby Bartley 

 

Schools are starting soon!  Classes at our neighborhood school, Lincoln 
Elementary, begin on Thursday, August 6.  Our partnership with Lincoln is 
evolving, and one of the easiest ways we can help make a difference in a 
child’s life is to help them grow in their reading skills. 
 

The St. Charles School District partners with OASIS Tutoring, and I was privileged to be a part of 
the program last year.  After receiving OASIS’ training, they partnered me with a third grader at 
Lincoln Elementary.  We immediately hit it off and both looked forward to our weekly time together.  
Indeed, we were both blessed.  I am looking forward to being a part of the program again this 
school year. 
 

If this sounds like something you would be interested in, you can find out more at OASIS’ website 
is https://www.oasisnet.org/St-Louis-MO/Tutoring and their phone number is 314-995-9506.  
Don’t delay – their training dates for this school year are September 11 and 12. 
 

First St. Charles is committed to being in ministry with our neighbors at Lincoln Elementary School.  
Won’t you consider this opportunity, and together we will make a difference in the lives of children 
in our neighborhood. 

BACK-TO-CHURCH SUNDAY 
 

Help us pack meals for hungry families with Kids Against Hunger.   
 

Sunday, September 9  

8:00 am to 12:00 pm in the atrium. 
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FALL REGISTRATION IS OPEN 

First Kids Preschool and Childcare  
 

There are still openings for the fall session which begins on August 15, 2018.  Details and forms are 

available on our website www.firststcharlesumc.org.  Or, please call Kerri Johnson, 636-947-9380. 

 1 small backpack (NO backpacks with 

wheels) 

 1 t-shirt child medium, child large, or adult 

small 

 1 pkg. with 3 pair underpants 

 1 child soft toothbrush (in original package) 

 1 small stuffed animal (new) 

 1 pair socks 

 1 tube child-flavored toothpaste (4-6 oz.) 

 1 child narrow tooth comb 

MISSOURI BACKPACKS OF LOVE 

1,200 requested versus 834 shared in 2017 

Thank you so much for contributing to the Festival of Sharing’s 
interfaith celebration and gathering of resources.  Together, we can 
share the love of Jesus Christ as we respond to world hunger, poverty, 
and injustice.  When people of faith come together, our sharing makes 
a positive and powerful difference in the lives of people in need.  

Please place your 
pack under the GO 
banner before 
Sunday, October 7, 
2018 

Estimated pack 

value—$35 

 6 new pencils with 

erasers 

 4 folders with 

pockets 

 1 large eraser 

 2-70 page spiral or 

tape bound 
notebooks (140 
pages total) 

 1-12 inch ruler 

 1 pencil holder 

 1 pair child-sized 

metal scissors 

 1 box of 24 crayons 

(only 24) 

 1 box of 10 

markers (only 10) 

 2 ink pens (medium 

point) 
 

Place smaller items in 
the pencil holder & 
place all items in a 
large Ziploc bag (2 or 
2.5 gallon).  

MISSOURI READIN’ & WRITIN’ PACK 

3,364 requested versus 1,984 shared in 2017 

Thank you so much for contributing to the Festival of Sharing’s 
interfaith celebration and gathering of resources.  Together, we can 
share the love of Jesus Christ as we respond to world hunger, poverty, 

and injustice.  When people of faith come together, our sharing makes 
a positive and powerful difference in the lives of people in need.  

Please place your 
pack under the GO 
banner before 
Sunday, October 7, 
2018 

Estimated pack 

value—$14 
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HELP WANTED:  Childcare Worker, a part-time paid position 
 

We want to encourage parents of young children to attend Sunday worship service 
by caring for their infants and toddlers on Sunday mornings from 8 am to 12 noon.  
This childcare position has a flexible schedule; the worker is not required to work 

every Sunday.  For more information or to apply, please contact Children’s Minister, 
Meg Love, at mlove@firststcharlesumc.org. 

Volunteer Opportunities 

As a church, we depend upon volunteers.  As a member of the church, you pledge your prayers, presence, 
gifts, service, and witness.  Are you in need of a way to give your service?  Following is a list of some of 
the ways in which you can be of service to First St. Charles: 

Sunday Morning bus Driver—one Sunday a quarter 

Pew Patrol—every Monday morning at about 9:30 am every other 
month 

Ushers—each Sunday every other month during one worship service 

Prayer Warriors—Wednesday morning at 8:00 am 

Hospitality—one Sunday each month 

Childcare Volunteer—as needed to care for children while their parents attend class, sing in the choir, 
or other First Church events 

Office help—Regularly scheduled once a week or on-call as needed 

Other opportunities are also available.  Please call the church office at 636-947-0066 for more details 
about how you can be of service. 

A New Group Is Forming Beginning September 6th: 

I Love Growing Older But I’ll Never Grow Old 
 

A new group is beginning this September, for those who want to embrace 

growing older but not growing old!  The group, which will explore growing 

older as a process, a journey, and a gift, will meet on Thursdays at 1:30 to 

3:00 p.m. for four weeks beginning September 6.  Led by Sally Haake, the 

group will gather in room 105 at First St. Charles UMC. 
 

The book, “I Love Growing Older but I’ll Never Grow Old,” by J Ellsworth 

Kallas, will help members explore the idea that extended middle age is a chance to grow in 

new and rewarding ways.  The group will challenge the ageist attitudes and perceptions of 

society which unnecessarily limit choices.  As JoAnn Jenkins, CEO of AARP states, “The new 

reality of aging challenges each of us to recognize that our potential is not depleted with 

age any more than it is limited by youth.” 
 

For more information or to sign up for the group and reserve your copy of the book, contact 

Sally Haake at shaake2966@aol.com or 636-949-5995. 

mailto:mlove@firststcharlesumc.org
mailto:shaake2966@aol.com

