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Flexibility, Balance & Strength 
 
Today was one of the fun days—I got to meet with 
three different people who are thinking of joining.  
I love, love, love sharing about our church and the 
movement of God’s Spirit in our midst.  My second 
meeting was with a couple and, at the end of our 
conversation, I gave them a 
tour of our building.  As we 
rounded the corner from 
Asbury to enter into Wesley 
Hall we suddenly got quiet 
(there was a Tai Chi class 
going on, and we didn’t want 
to disturb them). 
 
Tai Chi is one of the many 
groups that meet in our 
church.  The discipline is part 
spiritual, part flexibility 
training, part balance and 
grace, and part strength.  It’s a 
beautiful discipline that can be 
witnessed in slow, deliberate 
movements. 
 
Before you get this newsletter, we will have held a 
meeting with groups from within our church—
Sunday School Classes, Bible Studies, UMW 
Circles, etc., that are ministries of our church.  
We’ll have a similar meeting on Monday, June 4th 
with groups from outside our church that use our 
facility for their gatherings.  In both meetings, we 

will talk about our church’s mission and the 
challenges posed by our upcoming and expected 
renovation project. 
 
For a season, almost every group will be affected 
somehow and in some way.  If you are a part of 
any of those groups, I would ask that you take a 

lesson from our Tai Chi 
participants and practice 
flexibility, balance and 
strength.  For the sake of the 
children and youth and our 
mission with them, I look for 
us all to respond with grace. 
 
When the people of Israel 
left home and security and 
the comfort of what they 
knew for the promised land, 
they met God in a tent, or 
tabernacle.  We will have a 
similar time of tabernacleing, 
moving from one location to 
the next.  It will take all the 
flexibility and grace we can 

muster.  But, in the end, it will be a spiritual issue.  
How can we find God, be with God, in the midst of 
all the movement?  The testimony of scripture is 
clear—God will be on the move with us. 
 
Blessings,   
 
Bart 

“I would ask that you take a lesson from our 
Tai Chi participants and practice flexibility, 

balance and strength.” 
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Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

May 27 - Collection of hand towels 

for MO Personal Hygiene Packs 

June 3 - Promotion Sunday 

June 9 - Pastor Peter’s Ordination 

June 10 - Patriotic Worship 

Services 

June 25 - June 29—Summer Day 

Camp 

July 8 - July 14—Youth Mission 

Trip 

July 9 - Alzheimer’s Association 

Educational Presentation 

July 23 - July 27—Vacation Bible 

School 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  Articles 
for the May 23, 2018, Spire are due in the 
church office by May 16, 2018. 
You may email them to 
fumc_stcharles@sbcglobal.net with the 

word Spire as the subject. 

Donald Haywood, husband of 

Helen Haywood, who passed away 

on May 13, 2018. 

 

Patti Rodgers, sister-in-law Shirley 

Russell, who passed away on May 

19, 2018. 

Staff 
Patriotic Worship Services on June 10 

Put June 10 on your calendars for the annual 
Patriotic Services at 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.! The 
Lewis and Clark Fife and Drum Corps will be 
marching and playing some of their favorite patriotic 
music from yesteryear and the Chancel Choir will 
share some of their favorite patriotic pieces.  
 

This year Ted House will be the narrator for the 
Corps music and the Chancel Choir pieces. Please 
invite your family 
and friends as 
we celebrate 
flag week and 
share our love 
for God and 
country. You 
won’t want to 
miss this 
inspirational 
event! 

Thank You, Thank You, 
Thank You! 

 
A big THANK YOU to everyone 
who had a hand in the Spaghetti 
Lunch on Sunday, May 20! 
 
We, the youth, received $2,459 to 

go towards our Mission Trip to West Virginia this summer, 
and $1,330 of that was purely donations! 
 
We are so grateful for the amount of support we received 
making this such a huge success!!  Without the continued 
support from the church, we wouldn’t be where we are 
today.  Thank you for serving and making a difference in 
our lives! 
 
The First St. Charles UMC Youth Group 
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Throwing in the Towel 
(or Making a Really Large Pile of Donated Towels) 

 

Every year for Annual Conference, we support their missional giving.  Last 
year, we provided 44 Missouri Family Food Packs.  This year, each of the 
Conference’s districts is assigned an item that belongs in a Missouri Personal Hygiene Pack.  
Our District, the Gateway Regional District, is assigned hand towels.  A simple request.  
Nothing to assemble and no running from store to store to gather items.  The Conference’s goal 
is to assemble 250 packs, which equates to 250 hand towels from our district.  First St. Charles 
could take care of twice that amount on just ONE SUNDAY if each one of us brought just TWO 

hand towels with us to church on Sunday morning.   
 
So, let’s do it!  Bring two hand towels with you on Sunday, May 27.  If you 
cannot attend on May 27, you can drop them off during the week or bring them 
the following Sunday, June 3. 

Fall Courses 
 

Tuesdays 1:00-2:30 pm 

19 weeks, October—April 
Facilitator:  Dr. Bart 

 
A unique Bible study designed to promote biblical 

literacy, no matter your current knowledge of the Bible.  Three sections of the course:  What is 

the Bible?  Introducing the Old Testament.  Introducing the New Testament. 

Wednesday, 9:30-11:00 am 

13 weeks, August—October 
Facilitator:  Rev. Debby 

 
No two people grieve in the same way, or for the same length of 
time.  The support group offers help and encouragement after the 

death of a spouse, child, family member, or friend.  

Wednesdays. 6:00-7:30 pm 

13 weeks, August—October 
Facilitator:  Rev. Debby 

 
Divorce and separation are unpleasant and painful.  Unless you’ve 
been there, it’s hard to understand this hurt.  The premise of this 

group is that it will be led by someone who has been through 
divorce & successfully rebuilt his/her life.  I have been there, done that and am happy to offer 

hope and healing to others. 
 

Stay tuned—more classes will be announced soon.  
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Concerned About Memory Loss?  We are, too. 
 

First St. Charles established a partnership with the Alzheimer’s Association.  The 

Faith Outreach Ambassadors for our congregation are Mary Stiegemeier and 

Gayle Horn. 

 

If you have questions, Mary and Gayle are trained by the Association to assist 

you.  Faith Outreach Ambassadors serve as full mission volunteers of the 

Alzheimer’s Association and are liaisons between faith communities and the 

Greater Missouri Chapter.  Their mission is to raise awareness, assist with 

education, and connect people to Alzheimer’s Association services and 

support. 

 

Mary and Gayle arranged with the Alzheimer’s Association to share an 

educational presentation with the congregation and the community.  The 

presentation is scheduled for Monday, July 9, 2018, at 12:30 pm in the Multi-

Purpose Room.  If you have questions or are just interested in the topic and 

want to know more, please attend this informative opportunity. 

 

If you have Alzheimer’s disease or know someone who does and would like to 

have your questions answered privately or you just need someone to listen and 

help, please contact Mary at 636-441-0240 or Gayle at 636-946-3561. 

Promotions Sunday Is June3 
 

On Sunday, June 3, children will be “promoted to the next 
grade” for Sunday School.  Disciple Leaders for Sunday 
School for preschool children and Stepping Stones Club 
for elementary school children are prepared to welcome 
new students and say good-bye to those who are moving 
ahead. 
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Calling Childcare Heroes! 
 

We are looking for childcare heroes who want to help support young 

families in our church. Childcare Heroes create a fun, safe, Christian 

environment for children while their parents attend classes, sing in the choir, 

or go to other First Church events. 
 

All childcare heroes must become Safe Sanctuary certified. This takes about two hours 

and includes safety training, a background check, and references. 
 

Please contact Joan Wellinghoff at 314-960-8677 joanwellinghoff@att.net or  

George Anagnos at 636-288-1333 anag0221@yahoo.com—today! 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES 

Serve as a Children’s Sunday School Teacher  

As regular Preschool and Elementary Sunday School teachers take a summer break for rest and 
renewal, volunteers are needed to teach Sunday School.  
 The Summer session runs from June 3 through September 2.  It is not necessary to be available 

every Sunday. 

 Classes meet during the 9:30 am worship service.  

 Curriculum and materials are provided. 

 Love of Jesus’ children required. 

 Email Meg Love at mlove@firststcharlesumc.org for additional information. 

 To volunteer:  Please add your name to the sign-in board in the church atrium 
OR contact Children’s Minister Meg Love. 

Sunday Morning Volunteer Opportunity 
 

We are seeking 3 to 5 additional volunteers to drive our church bus on Sunday mornings so 

that our homebound members have an opportunity to attend our 11:00 am worship 

service.  Driving the bus does not requires a specialized or commercial license. 
 

On a typical Sunday, the bus leaves the church around 9:45 am.  After the 11:00 service, 

the bus takes our members home and returns to the church around 12:30 pm.  The goal is 

to have enough drivers that everyone would drive just one Sunday a quarter.   
 

Please consider thoughtfully your participation in this valuable service 

to other members of the congregation.  If you have questions, please 

contact Rev. Debby at dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-947-0066.  

Thank you  

mailto:joanwellinghoff@att.net
mailto:anag0221@yahoo.com
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Summer Camp Host Homes  
 

As in years past, we are looking for host homes for the camp 
counselors.  The dates that counselors would stay overnight with 
their host families are Saturday night, June 23, through Friday night, 
June 29.   
 

Could you be a host home this summer for 2-3 counselors?  It’s a wonderful way to get to 
know the counselors while you are their home-away-from-home for the week.  We are 
looking for homes with an extra bedroom or two, who can provide breakfast daily—nothing 
fancy—and dinner on four nights.  Again, dinner does not need to be fancy.   
 

Transportation to and from church is provided, except when you pick up your guests on 
Saturday.  Please bring the counselors to church Sunday morning and for their departure 
Saturday morning a week later.   
 

Interested?  Questions?  Please contact Rev. Debby at 636-947-0066 or 
dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org for more details. 
 

Note: Your kitchen doesn’t have to be spotless and pets don’t have to be perfect. 

Summer Activities for  
Children and Youth 

 
 

Vacation Bible School:  July 23 - July 27, 9:00 
am to noon for children ages 3 years old to 5th 
grade.  The theme for the week is Shipwrecked :  
Rescued by Jesus.  Vacation Bible School is 
FREE!  Register now at 
firststcharlesumc.org>CONNECT>VBS 2018. 
 

 
 

Summer Day Camp:  June 25 - June 29, 8:00 
am to 4:30 pm for youth ages 13 to 18.  Please 
volunteer to serve as a “Crew Camper” to assist 
the camp counselors, help behind the scenes, 
and participate in Crew Bible Study.  The cost is 
$20 per student for the week which includes 
lunch.  Register now at eaglelakecamps.com/
firststcharlesumc. 

Adult Volunteer Opportunities for VBS 
and Summer Day Camp 

Please contact Meg Love, Children’s Minister, 
for additional information. 

 
 

Vacation Bible School:  July 23 - July 27.  
Please check out the tasks at the website and 
volunteer at 
firststcharlesumc.org>CONNECT>VBS 2018. 
 

 
 

Summer Day Camp:  June 25 - June 29.  Tasks 
include Hospitality/Daily Check-in, Lunch & 
Snack preparation, Medical assistance (CNA, 
RN, paramedic, EMT), Host Family.  Please 
register at eaglelakecamps.com/volunteer or 
eaglelakecamps.com/hostfamily. 
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Daniel Robert Jackson graduated from Maryville 

University in December, 2017, with a Bachelor of Science in 
Cybersecurity.  In August, 2018, he will receive a Master of Science in 
Software Development from Maryville University.  He is working as a 
software developer at CenturyLink in Town and Country specializing in 
cloud storage.  Daniel is the son of Bob and Lisa Jackson, brother of 
Luke and Rachel Jackson, and grandson of Anita Morris. 

 

 

Brandy Lee Davis graduated from Southern Illinois 

University, Carbondale with a Master’s of Science in Behavior 
Analysis and Therapy.  She is employed as a Board Certified 
Behavior Analyst (BCBA) at The Autism Clinic at The Hope Institute.  
Brandy is the daughter of Roger and Stacey Davis, sister of Tanner 
Davis, and the granddaughter of Patty Koenig and Penny Davis. 

 

Sarite Christison graduated with a master's degree in 

music therapy from Maryville University. She is married to Derek 
Christison and is the daughter of Wayne and Anne Brown.  Sarite 
works for First St. Charles United Methodist Church as the 11:00 am 
Worship Leader. 
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Molly Johnson graduated from Saint Charles Community 

College with an Associates of Nursing degree on May 9, 2018.  She is 
employed as a Graduate Nurse at Barnes-Jewish Hospital in Saint 
Peter’s, MO where she works as a nurse in their Post-Surgical Center.  
Molly is the daughter of William (Bill) and Kerri Johnson and sister of 
Claire Johnson. 

 

Julia Ashlyn Johnston graduated Summa Cum 

Laude from Orchard Farm High School.  In the fall, she will attend 
Missouri University of Science and Technology in Rolla, MO and 
plans to major in Chemical Engineering.  Julie is the daughter of 
Diane and Randy Johnston and sister of Jordan Johnston. 

 

 

Claire Johnson graduated from Lindenwood University with 

a Master’s degree in Corporate Communications with an emphasis in 
Organizational Training and Development on May 5, 2018.  She is 
employed as the Director of Sports Information at Harris-Stowe State 
University in Saint Louis.  Claire is the daughter of William (Bill) and 
Kerri Johnson and sister of Molly Johnson. 

 

Luke Morris Jackson graduated from Maryville University 

in December, 2017, with a Bachelor of Science in Data Science and in 
May, 2018, with a Master of Science in Data Science.  He is working as 
a Data Scientist at Express Scripts in St. Louis, MO.  Luke is the son of 
Bob and Lisa Jackson, brother of Daniel and Rachel Jackson, and 
grandson of Anita Morris. 
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Michael Edward Monahan graduated magna 

cum laude from the University of Missouri-Columbia with a double 
Bachelor of Arts degree in History and Psychology.  He will attend 
graduate school at Boston College for History in the fall.  Michael is 
the son of Matt and Debbie Monahan, brother of Christopher 
Monahan, and grandson of Bill and Carol Simon. 

 

 

Adam R. Solomon graduated on May 20, from DeSmet 

Jesuit High School.  He will be attending Florida State University in 
the fall.  Adam is the son of Bill and Sue Solomon and brother of 
Alex Solomon. 

 

Madison Marie Richardson  graduated from the 

University of Missouri –Columbia with a Bachelor of Health Science 
degree in Health Science, Psychology and Human Development.  
Madison is the granddaughter of Mary and Tom Stephenson.   

 

John Joseph Schuette graduated from St Charles High 

School.  He will be attending University of Missouri-St. Louis.  John is 
the grandson of Ruth Williams 
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Amber Marie Stoutenborough graduated from 

Francis Howell Senior High School.  She will attend DePaul 
University in Chicago next year and plans to study Journalism and 
Public Relations.  In high school, she participated in Army ROTC 
and will continue in ROTC at DePaul.  Amber is the daughter of Aric 
and Kelly Stoutenborough, sister of Julia and Megan 
Stoutenborough, and granddaughter of Ron and Billy Collier.   

 

Kira L. Stock graduated Suma Cum Laude from Francis 

Howell North High School.  She plans to attend the University of 
Missouri at Columbia in the Honors program and is undecided on her 
major.  Kira is the daughter of Don and Melinda Stock and sister of 
Erin and Grant Stock. 

 

Erin R. Stock graduated Suma Cum Laude from Francis 

Howell North High School.  She plans to attend St. Louis 
University in the Honors and Medical Scholars programs in pursuit 
of a biology/pre-medical degree.  Erin is the daughter of Don and 
Melinda Stock and sister of Grant and Kira Stock. 

 

Grant W. Stock graduated Magna Cum Laude from Francis 

Howell North High School.  He plans to attend the University of Missouri 
at Columbia and is undecided on his major.  Grant is the son of Don and 
Melinda Stock and brother of Erin and Kira Stock. 


