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Shine A Bright Light 
 
In a little, out of the way bay, surrounded by 
mangrove forests, where the water and conditions 
are just right, there is a special spot where the water 
glows bright at night.  The phenomenon is known as 
bioluminescence.  It’s caused by a micro-organism, 
the dinoflagellate Pyrodinium bahamense, which 
glows whenever the water is 
disturbed, leaving a blazing trail of 
neon blue.  The bay is considered the 
best example of such phenomena in 
the United States and is listed as a 
national natural landmark. 
 
This year, the people of First St. 
Charles UMC are taking on an 
ambitious new ministry with the 
people of Puerto Rico.  We are 
looking to leave a bright trail of light 
from faith that is shared in concrete 
ways.  You may remember that on the morning of 
Wednesday, September 20, 2017, Hurricane Maria 
struck Puerto Rico, devastating the island and 
plunging all of its 3.4 million residents into a 
desperate humanitarian crisis.   
 
The Missouri Conference of The United Methodist 
Church, in partnership with the Methodist Church of 
Puerto Rico will be working to restore and staff a 
medical clinic on a little island that is 8 miles off the 
coast of Puerto Rico.  There are also plans to replace 
the second story of the Methodist Church.  First St. 
Charles UMC will be among the first of the Missouri 
Conference churches to be sending a mission team.  

But not just one — no siree — we’re attempting to 
send three teams!   The dates are July 14-20th, 
September 22-28th,  and October 13th-19th.   Pastor 
Debby will be leading the team in July.  I’ll be 
leading the team in October.   (If you’d like more 
information, Pastor Debby would be more than 
excited to share with you).   
 

I’m excited because 
missions has long 
been a part of the 
DNA of our church.  
We don’t just do 
missions, we are a 
mission.  Caring for 
others within and 
beyond our walls is 
why we exist. 
 
And the little island 
where the waters 

glow with bioluminescence?  It is the island of 
Vieques, 8 miles off the coast of Puerto Rico!   It’s 
where we are going in missions.  The expectation is 
that it will be 2 years before electricity is restored to 
the island!   I very much hope to see the glow of the 
bioluminescent bay, but I expect even more that our 
time there will disturb the waters of life for the 
people of Vieques in ways that that leave the bright 
light of Christ shining in our wake. 
 
     Blessings,  
 
     Bart 
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Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 

Rev. Debby Bartley 

Rev. Peter Norton 

Rev. Diane Menke Pence 

Rev. Dr. Ken Gottman 

Margaret Love 

Jack McCormick 

Carolie Owens 

Larry Ruebling 

Lindsey Willard 

Sharon Byers 

Karla Curry 

Anne Brown 

Sarite Christison 

Sally Jacobsen 

Kerri Johnson 

Jim Nichols 

Stacey Davis 

Patti Adams 

Pat Williams 

Brielle Ketcherside 

Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

May 20 - UMW Sunday; Youth 

Spaghetti Lunch; Youth Mission 

Trip to West Virginia 

Informational Meeting 

May 21 - Puerto Rico Mission Trips 

Informational meeting 

May 27 - Collection of hand towels 

for MO Personal Hygiene Packs 

June 3 - Promotion Sunday 

June 9 - Pastor Peter’s Ordination 

June 25 - June 29—Summer Day 

Camp 

July 8 - July 14—Youth Mission 

Trip 

July 23 - July 27—Vacation Bible 

School 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  Articles 
for the May 23, 2018, Spire are due in the 
church office by May 16, 2018. 
You may email them to 
fumc_stcharles@sbcglobal.net with the 

word Spire as the subject. 

William (Bill) Cruse, who passed 

away on May 4, 2018. 

Staff 

Are You Graduating? 
 

We would like to publish information in the Spire about our 
members who are graduating from high school, college or 
another advanced degree program.   
 

If you or someone in your family is graduating, please 
send the church office the following information: 

 the graduate’s full name 

 a recent picture 

 the degree they are obtaining 

 the school graduating from 

 future plans 

 names of other family members connected with First St. 
Charles UMC.   

 

You may bring the information to the church office or email to 
pwilliams@firststcharlesumc.org.  

Deadline for submission is May 16. 

Promotions Sunday Is June3 

On Sunday, June 3, children will be “promoted 
to the next grade” for Sunday School.  Disciple Leaders for 
Sunday School for preschool children and Stepping Stones Club 
for elementary school children are prepared to welcome new 
students and say good-bye to those who are moving ahead. 

Pastor Peter’s Ordination 

Peter Norton will be ordained as a full 

elder in the United Methodist Church 

during annual conference on June 9.  

We have arranged a charter bus from 

here to Springfield so that as many of us as possible can 

share in Peter’s accomplishment.   
 

The bus will leave First St. Charles at 12:30 pm on 

Saturday, June 9.  We have a reservation for dinner at 

The Hill Italian Restaurant for their buffet at 5:00 pm.  The 

Service of Ordination starts at 7:00 pm.  The bus will 

return us to First St. Charles at about 1:30 am.  The cost 

for the bus is $30 per person plus $15 for the buffet 

dinner.  The bus will hold 50 people and seats will be 

held on a first come, first served basis.  The bus cost 

must be paid by May 27. 
 

To reserve your seat on the bus, please contact Pat 

Williams at pwilliams@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-947-

0066. 
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DivorceCare Group Forming 
 

Have you been separated or divorced?  Have you 
learned valuable lessons and experienced healing 
from the hurt?  Would you like to help others do 
the same?  If so, please 
contact Rev. Debby to learn 
more about how you can help 
as we begin the process of 
offering a DivorceCare 
ministry at First St. Charles.  
Rev. Debby can be reached at 636-947-0066 or 
dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org. 

Lift Your Coffee Cup &  

Make a Difference! 
 

The United Methodist Women will be selling coffee 

in the atrium between 9:00 & 9:30 and 10:30 & 11:00 

am on every other Sunday.  Through the UMCOR 

Coffee Project, our congregation can enjoy 

delicious organically grown coffee and support 

farmers’ co-operatives around the world.  Please 

support our mission efforts while enjoying your 

coffee everyday.  Questions?  Please contact 

Janet Lashley at 314-783-7626. 

WE’RE GOING TO PUERTO RICO! 
We have organized three opportunities during 2018 for folk to travel to and to participate in 
a mission in Puerto Rico.   

 The dates for these trips are: July 14-20 September 22-28 October 13-19. 
 You may choose any, or all, of the three mission trips.  
 The cost will be approximately $1,200 per trip.  This amount includes  

 lodging  
 airfare  
 team travel insurance  
 construction manager and translator.  
 However, the amount $1,200 is only an estimate!  

 The next informational meeting concerning these mission trips will be Monday, May 21, at 6:30 pm in 
the Catherine Collier Room.  

 

Please join us on May 21 to learn about the trips to Puerto Rico and invite your friends and family.  

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR MISSION TO PUERTO RICO 

We are excited about these three opportunities for mission in Puerto Rico, but we are aware that not 
everyone will be able to travel to Puerto Rico this year. If you are unable to go but wish to support the 
missions, we hope that you will consider providing a full or partial scholarship for the trip costs. Scholarships 
may be created to assist people who are able to participate in the missions but may not have the funds to 
cover the trip. Additionally, you could assist the missions by transferring airline miles or points to a mission 
participant if you possess these airline benefits.  
 

For more information on the mission trips or ways to support the mission participants, please contact Rev. 
Debby at dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-947-0066. 

Missi
on 

to 

UMW SUNDAY, MAY 20  
The United Methodist Women support projects and mission personnel around the world 

through Mission Giving.  The funds we contribute help to relieve suffering and to make 

the world a better place for women, children, and youth. 
 

The Candle Burning is offered by St. Charles UMW as an additional avenue of Mission Giving.  The 

amount of money collected will determine the length of time the candle will burn on UMW Sunday, 

May 20.  In 2018 it takes $24.44 per minute, 365 days a year, to support UMW missions.   
 

Please consider giving to help the candle burn.  Any amount may be given in honor or memory of 

those close to you.  You will have an opportunity to make your contribution between services on 

May 13.  Please look for the UMW table in the atrium. 

mailto:dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org
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Throwing in the Towel 
(or Making a Really Large Pile of Donated Towels) 

 

Every year for Annual Conference, we support their missional giving.  Last year, 
we provided 44 Missouri Family Food Packs.  This year, each of the Conference’s 
districts is assigned an item that belongs in a Missouri Personal Hygiene Pack.   
 

Our District, the Gateway Regional District, is assigned hand towels.  A simple request.  Nothing to 
assemble and no running from store to store to gather items.  The Conference’s goal is to assemble 
250 packs, which equates to 250 hand towels from our district.  First St. Charles could take care of 

twice that amount on just ONE SUNDAY if each one of us brought just TWO hand 
towels with us to church on Sunday morning.   
 

So, let’s do it!  Bring two hand towels with you on Sunday, May 27.  If you cannot 
attend on May 27, you can drop them off during the week or bring them the following 
Sunday, June 3.   

 

Concerned About Memory Loss?  We are, too. 
 

First St. Charles established a partnership with the Alzheimer’s Association.  The Faith Outreach 
Ambassadors for our congregation are Mary Stiegemeier and Gayle Horn. 
 

If you have questions, Mary and Gayle are trained by the Association to assist you.  Faith Outreach 
Ambassadors serve as full mission volunteers of the Alzheimer’s Association and are liaisons 
between faith communities and the Greater Missouri Chapter.  Their mission is to raise awareness, 
assist with education, and connect people to Alzheimer’s Association services and support. 
 

Mary and Gayle arranged with the Alzheimer’s Association to share an educational presentation 
with the congregation and the community.  The presentation is scheduled for Monday, July 9, 
2018, at 12:30 pm in the Multi-Purpose Room.  If you have questions or are just interested in the 
topic and want to know more, please attend this informative opportunity. 
 

If you have Alzheimer’s disease or know someone who does and would like to have your questions 
answered privately or you just need someone to listen and help, please contact Mary at 636-441-
0240 or Gayle at 636-946-3561. 

Sunday Morning Volunteer Opportunity 
 

We are seeking 3 to 5 additional volunteers to drive our church bus on Sunday mornings so 

that our homebound members have an opportunity to attend our 11:00 am worship service.  

Driving the bus does not requires a specialized or commercial license. 
 

On a typical Sunday, the bus leaves the church around 9:45 am.  After the 11:00 service, the 

bus takes our members home and returns to the church around 12:30.  The goal is to have 

enough drivers that everyone would drive just one Sunday a quarter.   
 

Please consider thoughtfully your participation in this valuable service to 

other members of the congregation.  If you have questions, please contact 

Rev. Debby at dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-947-0066.  Thank you  
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Calling Childcare Heroes! 

We are looking for childcare heroes who want to help support young families in our church. 

Childcare Heroes create a fun, safe, Christian environment for children while their parents 

attend classes, sing in the choir, or go to other First Church events. 
 

All childcare heroes must become Safe Sanctuary certified. This takes about 

two hours and includes safety training, a background check, and references. 
 

Please contact Joan Wellinghoff at 314-960-8677 joanwellinghoff@att.net or  

George Anagnos at 636-288-1333 anag0221@yahoo.com—today! 

At Stepping Stones Club  
(aka Sunday School for elementary 

school children)  
we pray for others. 

SUMMER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

Serve as a Children’s Sunday School Teacher  

As regular Preschool and Elementary 
Sunday school teachers take a summer 
break for rest and renewal, volunteers 
are needed to teach Sunday School.  
 The Summer session runs from June 

3 through September 2.  It is not 
necessary to be available every 
Sunday. 

 Classes meet during the 9:30 am worship service.  

 Curriculum and materials are provided. 

 Love of Jesus’ children required. 

 Email Meg Love at mlove@firststcharlesumc.org for 
additional information. 

 To volunteer:  Please add your name to the sign-in board 
in the church atrium OR contact Children’s Minister Meg 
Love. 

Youth Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser  
Is Sunday, May 20 

 
 

The youth are headed to West Virginia this summer to serve and learn.  
Please come to the Youth Spaghetti Lunch at 12:00 noon on Sunday, May 20, to hear them speak about 
why they want to go on this life-changing mission.  And, we want you to have some great spaghetti and 
salad. 
 

The tickets will be available for purchase in the atrium on Sunday, May 13, and are $10 per person.   
 

If you would like to donate items for the meal, please contact Kelly Stoutenborough at 314-614-6314 or 
Trish Lowder at 361-229-3362. 

mailto:joanwellinghoff@att.net
mailto:anag0221@yahoo.com
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Vacation Bible School Is July 23 - July 27, 2018 
 
Children ages 3 years old to 5th grade 

 Theme:  Shipwrecked:  Rescued by Jesus 
 Time:  9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
 Fee:  FREE! 
 Registration:  Register NOW at firststcharelsumc.org > CONNECT > VBS 2018. 

 
Adult participation 

Volunteer:  The tasks are listed at firststcharelsumc.org > CONNECT > VBS 2018.  Please 
volunteer NOW at the church website. 

Summer Day Camp Is June 25 - June 29, 2018 

Children ages 7 to 12 years old 
 Expectations exceeded!:  Summer camp for children ages 7 to 12 years old is full! 

Youth ages 13 to 18 years old 
 Time:  8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 Fee:  $20.00 for the week, includes lunch 
 Crew Camper:  If you have a desire to grow, learn, and have a ton of fun, please consider 

volunteering as a Crew Camper.  Crew Campers assist staff, help behind the scenes and 
participate in Crew Bible Study. 

 Online registration:  Register NOW at eaglelakecamps.com/firststcharlesumc 

Adult participation 
Volunteer Opportunities: 
 Hospitality/Daily Check-in Lunch and Snack Preparation Host Family 
 Medical:  CNA, RN, paramedic or EMT 
 
Online registration: Register for volunteer tasks at eaglelakecamps.com/volunteer   OR 
 register for a Host Family at eaglelakecamps.com/hostfamily 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL and SUMMER DAY CAMP 
For more information:  Please contact Meg Love, Children’s Minister. 



7 

 

We Need PRAYER WARRIORS 
 

The Intercessory Prayer Group meets each Wednesday morning at 
8 am to pray in the chapel and then write notes to each new 
person added to the prayer list from the previous week.  They 
usually finish by 9:00 am.  Each member says they feel blessed to 
pray for others.  Would you like to become a Prayer Warrior? 

Worship at Mount Carmel on Saturday, May 19 
 

Please join us as we worship with our friends at 

Mount Carmel  

Retirement Center on Saturday May 19th. 
 

Our own Barbara Kryvko’s message will be “Peace 

in the Midst of the Storm.” 

We will gather in the Mount Carmel lobby about 9:30 a.m. to  

“walk and roll” the residents to their chapel.   

Please join us as we sing, pray, celebrate communion and share the Good News!   

We expect to have our friends back to their rooms about 10:30 a.m. 

Please email Joan Crenshaw at joancren71@gmail.com or  

call 636-699-8764 so we know to count on you! 

Evensong Summer Schedule 
 

During the summer months of May, June, July, and August, the Evensong worship service will be 
once a month on the third Thursday of the month.  Summer Evensong will be 6 pm on May 17,  
June 21, July 19, and August 16. 
 
Beginning on Sept. 6, the Evensong service will 
again be weekly on Thursdays at 6:00 pm.  If 
you have questions, please contact Larry 
Ruebling at lruebling@firststcharlesumc.org. 

Office Help Needed 
 
Many, many thanks to our dear friend, Sue 
Gregg, who has volunteered in the church 
office on Monday afternoons for many 
years.  Sue’s had to give up that time, 
temporarily. I know she’s a hard act to 
follow, but we are in need of a 
replacement volunteer. The shift is on 
Monday afternoons from noon until 3:30 or 4:00.  You would 
answer the door and the telephone while the staff is in 
weekly meetings. If you are interested, please call Pat 
Williams at 636-947-0066. 

Ushers Are Needed 

 
Being an usher is an easy and fun, but 
also a very important way to participate in 
the ministry of the church.  We have 2 
usher teams for each service—one for 
the odd numbered months and another 
team for the even numbered months.  
The 8:00 and 11:00 am service teams 
are in need of volunteers.  If you would 
be willing to give of your time, please 
contact the church office or speak to one 
of the pastors. 
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Summer Camp Host Homes  
 

It’s time to begin thinking about 2018 Summer Day Camp in 

earnest.  As in years past, we are looking for host homes for the camp counselors.  The dates 

that counselors would stay overnight with their host families are Saturday night, June 23, 

through Friday night, June 29.   
 

Could you be a host home this summer for 2-3 counselors?  It’s a wonderful way to get to 

know the counselors while you are their home-away-from-home for the week.  We are 

looking for homes with an extra bedroom or two, who can 

provide breakfast daily—nothing fancy—and dinner on four 

nights.  Again, dinner does not need to be fancy.   
 

Transportation to and from church is provided, except when 

you pick up your guests on Saturday.  Please bring the 

counselors to church Sunday morning and for their departure 

Saturday morning a week later.   
 

Interested?  Questions?  Please contact Rev. Debby at 636-

947-0066 or dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org for more details. 
 

Note: Your kitchen doesn’t have to be spotless and pets don’t have to be perfect. 

Brielle Ketcherside-Middle School Youth Minister 
 

It is my pleasure to inform you that Brielle Ketcherside will take on the 

job responsibility of Middle School Youth Minister at First St. Charles 

UMC! Brielle has displayed exceptional relationship and 

administrative skills and has a passion for reaching new, young 

people with the good news of Jesus Christ. You should have seen her 

planning and leading the High School Spring Retreat! She is so much 

fun to be around, an excellent teacher, a recruiter of leaders, and 

really connects with the youth.  

 

A New Fire is ablaze at First St. Charles to reach new young people for 

Jesus. The decision to expand Brielle’s ministry portfolio in this added 

position comes from our commitment as church to be resource in our 

community to young families. Over the past three years, we have 

focused on developing our children’s ministry program into a 

signature ministry of our church. Brielle will work with a team of volunteers and Peter to develop our 

youth ministry into a signature ministry so that we continue to raise young children in faith as they 

grow. Peter will continue to be the Pastor of Youth and Family Ministries and will supervise Brielle as 

Middle School Youth Minister. Peter will focus his ministry on the High School youth with Brielle 

focusing on the Middle School youth. Our church has responded to God’s call to light A New Fire at 

First St. Charles with such commitment that we are able to remodel our facilities for children and 

youth and provide additional staff to minister to the young people who will learn and grow in this 

facility.  

 

Rev. Peter Norton, Pastor of Youth and Family Ministries 


