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Easter into Summer 
 
As we turn the corner from the Easter season to 
summer at First St. Charles (because summer is an 
official liturgical season!), there is much for which I 
am truly thankful. 
 
I am grateful for a spectacular Easter Sunday with 
over 1,000 worshipers and one service with a room-
busting, chairs-in-the-isles 537.  I, especially, loved 
the soul inspiring music provided by our choir.  I was 
proud to see so many who were gathered for the 
Easter Egg hunt, despite the last minute change to 
move from Frontier Park to the Multi-purpose Room.  
Plus, the great coverage of our event on KMOV was 
an unexpected bonus. 
 
I’m grateful for our growing on-line worshiping 
presence.  We are staying connected even when we 
can’t be physically present together.  We very well 
may look back and say that it was this development 
that most changed our community of faith this past 
year. 
 
I’m grateful for our Building Committee and 
Generosity Initiative Team.  Our New Fire Initiative 
lead us to exceed our goal with over $3.9 million 
dollars committed in the next 2 years and over 
$900,000 already given.  Our Building Committee 
continues to make progress toward renovation of our 
Children’s and Youth spaces.  I’m excited for what’s 
coming. 
 
But, I’m also grateful for what’s coming in future 
months.  Our Building Committee has gotten 
approval from the Planning and Zoning Commission 
and the Landmark’s Board.  As soon as we have a 

more precise cost estimate and have figured out 
financing, I look forward to having a Church 
Conference when we all will have a final vote on 
moving forward. 
 
In the meantime, ministry goes on.  Our youth 
ministry is expanding and will be adding 
programming.  Of course, look for them to continue 
with a mission trip to West Virginia. 
 
What’s more, we look to see 170 children in our 
Mobile Camp (which has maxed out!), and another 
130 in VBS—that’s 300 total children in our summer 
ministry.  Compare that to about 85 children three 
years ago. 
 
And, plans are being laid for a mission trip to Puerto 
Rico.  There is great need, and our church is 
responding.  You don’t want to miss being a part of 
First Church on the move. 
 
In the midst of it all, lives are being changed.  This is 
what gets me most excited.  People are growing and 
giving their lives to Jesus Christ in so many new 
ways. I’m grateful to be a part of it with you. 
 
 
Eastering Blessings, 
 
Bart 
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Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 
Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Peter Norton 

Rev. Diane Menke Pence 
Rev. Dr. Ken Gottman 

Margaret Love 

Jack McCormick 
Carolie Owens 
Larry Ruebling 
Lindsey Willard 
Sharon Byers 
Karla Curry 
Anne Brown 

Sarite Christison 
Kerri Johnson 
Jim Nichols 

Stacey Davis 
Patti Adams 

Pat Williams 
Brielle Ketcherside 

Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

April 29 - Welcome to Youth Ministries 

Potluck 
April 30 - Finke Memorial Scholarship 

application deadline 

May 2 - Mission Trip to Puerto Rico 
Information Meeting 

May 5 & 6 - FUNDrive collection days 
May 20 - UMW Sunday; Youth 

Spaghetti Dinner; Youth Mission 
Trip to West Virginia Informational 
Meeting 

June 9 - Pastor Peter’s Ordination 
June 25 - June 29—Summer Day 

Camp 
July 8 - July 14—Youth Mission Trip 
July 23 - July 27—Vacation Bible 

School 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  Articles 
for the May 9, 2018, Spire are due in the 
church office by May 2, 2018. 
You may email them to 
fumc_stcharles@sbcglobal.net with the 

word Spire as the subject. 

Rev. Dr. Jim Barnes, Sr., who passed away 

on April 13, 2018, was the husband of 

Eleanor Barnes. 

J.C. Gongaware, who passed away on 

April 14, 2018, was the husband of Nancy 

Gongaware and the father of Jason 

Gongaware. 

Staff 

¡Vamanos a Puerto Rico!   

Let’s go to Puerto Rico! 
 

On September 20, 2017, 

Hurricane Maria struck Puerto 

Rico with a vengeance.  No 

doubt, you heard about the 

lives lost and the massive damage done to the island.  Six 

months later, there is still much to be done to help our sisters 

and brothers in Puerto Rico recover.  The Missouri Annual 

Conference is partnering with others to help with the 

recovery. 
 

Do you want to be a part of a mission team going to Puerto 

Rico?  If so, please plan to join Rev. Debby for an 

informational meeting to talk about turning this into a reality.  

Once there, we would work alongside others to rebuild a 

church and medical clinic on the island of Vieques.  All 

levels of skills—even minimal skills—are needed.  Lodging, 

food, insurance, and transportation have all been 

organized.  Teams will work in the larger hurricane recovery 

plan.  It’s an opportunity to not only assist with recovery, but 

to be immersed in the unique culture of Puerto Rico, to 

make a difference, and connect with others while working 

together.  Possible mission dates are July 14-20 and/or 

September 22-28. 
 

The informational meeting will be Wednesday, May 2, from 

6:00 to 7:00 pm in the Catherine Collier Room.  Questions?  

Please contact Rev. Debby at 636-947-0066  or 

dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org. 

A Puerto Rico National Guard member 
walks past the health clinic in Vieques, 
operating out of tents in a parking lot.  

Tidying Up the Library 
Please excuse our mess. 

 

You may recall an earlier article in which we 

mentioned that we would be tidying up the Library located next to 
the Sanctuary.  It has begun!  We are moving some of the bookcases 

and resource materials to the Adult Resource Library located in Room 
300 which is directly above the church office.  We are also reviewing 

the books currently in the Library for their applicability and ongoing 

usefulness as we journey along our discipleship paths.  Please excuse 
our messiness as we tidy up the Library. 

 

We are no longer able to accept donated books.  

We encourage you to donate your no-longer needed books to the St. 
Charles City-County Library closest to your home. 

EXCUSE 

OUR MESS 

PLEASE NOTE: 

mailto:dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org
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first kids to SAM: 

Thank You! 
 

First Kids would like to recognize 

and say “THANK YOU” to the Senior Adult Ministry 

(SAM) group.  Through a very generous donation 

from SAM we will be able to purchase iPads for our 

classrooms, along with protective cases and 

numerous learning apps.  The donation also will go 

towards the purchase of new tricycles. The SAM 

commitment to the First Kids program will continue 

to facilitate our goal of providing high-quality child 

care in a positive and up-to-date learning 

environment. This is the very essence of the “A 

New Fire” initiative! 

Pastor Peter’s Ordination 
 

Peter Norton will be ordained as a full elder in the United Methodist Church during 

annual conference on June 9.  We have arranged a charter bus from here to 

Springfield so that as many of us as possible can share in Peter’s accomplishment.   
 

The bus will leave First St. Charles at 12:30 pm on Saturday, June 9.  We have a reservation for 

dinner at The Hill Italian Restaurant for their buffet at 5:00 pm.  The Service of Ordination starts at 

7:00 pm.  The bus will return us to First St. Charles at about 1:30 am.  

The cost for the bus is $30 per person plus $15 for the buffet dinner.  

The bus will hold 50 people and seats will be held on a first come, first 

served basis.  The bus cost must be paid by May 27. 
 

To reserve your seat on the bus, please contact Pat Williams at 636-

947-0066 or pwilliams@firststcharlesumc.org. 

Calling Childcare Heroes! 
 

We are looking for childcare heroes who want to 
help support young families in our church. Childcare 
Heroes create a fun, safe, Christian environment for 
children while their parents attend classes, sing in 
the choir, or go to other First Church events. 
 

All childcare heroes must become Safe Sanctuary 
certified. This takes about two hours and includes 
safety training, a background check, and 
references. 
 

Please contact Joan Wellinghoff at 
314-960-8677 
joanwellinghoff@att.net or  
George Anagnos at 636-288-1333 
anag0221@yahoo.com—today! 

Evensong Summer Schedule 
 

During the summer months of May, June, July, and August, the Evensong worship service 
will be held once a month on the third Thursday of the month.  Summer Evensong will be 
held at 6 pm on April 19, April 26, May17, June 21, July 19, and August 16. 
 

Beginning on September 6, the Evensong service will again be held weekly on Thursdays at 6:00 pm.  If you have 
questions, please contact Larry Ruebling at lruebling@firststcharlesumc.org. 

DivorceCare Group Forming 
 

Have you been separated or divorced?  Have you learned valuable 
lessons and experienced healing from the hurt?  Would you like to help 
others do the same?  If so, please contact Rev. Debby to learn more 
about how you can help as we begin the process of offering a 
DivorceCare ministry at First St. Charles.  Rev. Debby can be reached at 
636-947-0066 or dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org. 

mailto:joanwellinghoff@att.net
mailto:anag0221@yahoo.com
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 Savers Fundraiser Hosted by the United Methodist Women and Youth Group 
 

 Clean out your closet this spring for a good cause. 
 

The United Methodist Women and Youth Group are teaming up to collect 
usable resale items like clothing and kitchen items.  A portion of the funds 
raised will be used to support the youth on their mission trip to West Virginia.   
 

You can bring items for donation to the church starting April 22.  We will have a collection 
area set up in the Atrium Storage area in the basement below the atrium.  We will be 
collecting items on Saturday, May 5 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm and on Sunday May 6 from 7:30 
am to 11:00 am.  For more information, please contact Betty Knapp at 636-219-2363. 

Donations to Scholarship Funds 
 

We would like to be able to continue 

giving scholarships to deserving high 

school seniors for many years to 

come.  However, our funds are 

starting to dwindle.  If you have a 

heart for our young members, we will 

always welcome donations to the 

fund.  Memorials are a nice way to 

honor these students, just as the Finke 

family did many years ago.  If you 

are interested, please talk to Jack 

McCormick in the church office. 

Lift Your Coffee Cup &  

Make a Difference! 
 

The United Methodist Women will be selling 

coffee in the atrium between 9:00 & 9:30 and 

10:30 & 11:00 am on every other Sunday.  

Through the UMCOR Coffee Project, our 

congregation can enjoy delicious organically 

grown coffee and support farmers’ co-

operatives around the world.  Please support 

our mission efforts while enjoying your coffee 

everyday.   
 

Questions?  Please contact 

Janet Lasley at 314-783-7626. 

UMW SUNDAY, MAY 20  
 

The United Methodist Women support projects and mission personnel around 

the world through Mission Giving.  The funds we contribute help to relieve 

suffering and to make the world a better place for women, children, and youth. 
 

The Candle Burning is offered by St. Charles UMW as an additional avenue of Mission Giving.  

The amount of money collected will determine the length of time the candle will burn on 

UMW Sunday, May 20.  In 2018 it takes $24.44 per minute, 365 days a year, to support UMW 

missions.   
 

Please consider giving to help the candle burn.  Any amount may be given in honor or 

memory of those close to you.  You will have an opportunity to make your contribution 

between services on April 29, May 6 and May 13.  Please look for the UMW table in the 

atrium. 
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FINKE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
 

Our church has been giving scholarships to deserving high 

school seniors for over 10 years.  We will grant 2 high school 

seniors a $500 scholarship in May.  To qualify, you must be an 

active member of FUMC, attending college next year, and fill 

out the application.  The applications can be found in the files 

outside the youth rooms.  They are due in the church office, in 

a sealed envelope, no later than April 30, 2018. 

Youth Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser is Sunday, May 20 
 

The youth are headed to West Virginia this summer to serve and learn.  Please come to the 
Youth Spaghetti Dinner on Sunday, May 20, to hear them speak about why they want to go on 
this life-changing mission.  And, we want you to have some great spaghetti and salad. 
 

The tickets will be available for purchase in the atrium on Sundays, May 6 and May 13 and 
are $10 per person.   
 

If you would like to donate items for the meal, please contact Kelly Stoutenborough at 314-614-6314 or Trish 
Lowder at 361-229-3362. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

All 5
th
 graders and other students who are 

 interested in our youth ministries  
are invited to a potluck on Sunday, April 29

th
 

at 12:00 noon in Asbury Hall.  
 

Come hear about all of the exciting 
opportunities you are invited to be a part of.  

 
Bring your parents. Bring a dish to share! 

 

Please RSVP by emailing Peter at 
pnorton@firststcharlesumc.org. 

 

Are You Graduating? 
 

We would like to publish 
information in the Spire about 
our members who are 
graduating from high school, 
college or another advanced 
degree program.   

 

If you or someone in your family is graduating, 
please send the church office the following 
information: 

 the graduate’s full name 

 a recent picture 

 the degree they are obtaining 

 the school graduating from 

 future plans 

 names of other family members 
connected with First St. Charles UMC.   

 

You may bring the information to  
the church office or email to 

pwilliams@firststcharlesumc.org.  
 
 

Deadline for submission is May 16. 

mailto:pnorton@firststcharlesumc.org
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Vacation Bible School Is July 23 - July 27, 2018 
Children ages 3 years old to 5th grade 

 Theme:  Shipwrecked:  Rescued by Jesus 
 Time:  9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
 Fee:  FREE! 
 Registration:  Register NOW at firststcharelsumc.org > CONNECT > VBS 2018. 

 

Adult participation 
Volunteer:  The tasks are listed at firststcharelsumc.org > CONNECT > VBS 2018.  Please volunteer 

NOW at the church website. 

Summer Day Camp Is June 25 - June 29, 2018 

Children ages 7 to 12 years old 
 Expectations exceeded!:  Summer camp for children ages 7 to 12 years old is full! 

Youth ages 13 to 18 years old 
 Time:  8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 Fee:  $20.00 for the week, includes lunch 
 Crew Camper:  If you have a desire to grow, learn, and have a ton of fun, please consider volunteering as 

a Crew Camper.  Crew Campers assist staff, help behind the scenes and participate in Crew Bible Study. 
 Online registration:  Register NOW at eaglelakecamps.com/firststcharlesumc 

Adult participation 
Volunteer Opportunities: 
 Hospitality/Daily Check-in Lunch and Snack Preparation Host Family 
 Medical:  CNA, RN, paramedic or EMT 
 

Online registration: Register for volunteer tasks at eaglelakecamps.com/volunteer   OR 
 register for a Host Family at eaglelakecamps.com/hostfamily 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL and SUMMER DAY CAMP 
For more information:  Please contact Meg Love, Children’s Minister. 

A New Look for the Atrium Garden 
Sue Boughton 

 

Some of you may have noticed the new landscaping that has been done to the atrium 
entrance oval garden.  Many of the garden’s flowers had become badly infested with an 
invasive weed that we could not get rid of and several of the older roses had become 
unhealthy, too.  So, Norm Stiegemeier, Rich Suter, and I decided to redesign the whole 
garden. We were able to keep two of the roses, the iris’, and three clumps of Stela Doro 
daylilies. We added several Green Velvet boxwoods and Crimson Ruby barbary bushes.  For 
some color we put in marigolds and stonecrop sedum Autumn Joy.  Later in May we will add 
two Lantana butterfly plants.  Now, all we need is some sunshine, 
some warm weather, and time to let them grow. 
 

I want to give a special thanks to Rich Suter, and all the people who 
serve on the church landscaping crew: 
 Mike Menefee,  Jerry Ward,  John Cross, Jack McCormick, 
 Mike White,  Rick Proffitt,  Bob Beckman,  
 and newcomer Tyler Smith.   
 

Your help on “planting day” was appreciated so much. 


