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I’m excited by what our “New Fire” 

Initiative is doing in the life of our church.  

Last night, in a small group meeting in 

which I participate, one of the 

classmates—a young mother who has 

recently joined our congregation—shared 

with the group how energized she was to 

fill out her “New Fire” commitment card.  

Even though it wasn’t yet time for the 

whole congregation to commit, she had 

been praying and delaying wasn’t going 

to work for her.  She wants to be part of 

what God is doing among the people of 

First St. Charles UMC.  She’s all in. 

 

At the same small group meeting, another 

participant—also young and also newly a 

part of our church family, shared with the 

group a passage from Romans that was a 

part of the reading assignment for the 

night.  Somehow I had missed it.  He 

hadn’t.  It was from Romans 12:13 in the 

Common English Bible translation:  “Don’t 

hesitate to be enthusiastic—be on fire in 

the Spirit as you serve the Lord!”  This sums 

up how he and his wife are feeling about 

being a part of what God is doing among 

us. 

 

God is changing lives.  Yes, that includes 

our financial resources.  And, yes, as a 

community of faith we are looking to build/

remodel our facility for the sake of our 

children and youth.  But we can’t lose sight 

of the purpose—we believe God wants to 

change lives and is, indeed, changing 

lives. 

 

God’s Spirit is moving among us.  I’m with 

the members of my small group—I’m 

excited by the new thing that is happening 

among us and in my own life.  How about 

you? 

 

Lenten Blessings, 

 

Bart 
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Rev. Debby Bartley 

Rev. Peter Norton 

Rev. Diane Pence 

Rev. Dr. Ken Gottman 

Margaret Love 

Jack McCormick 
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Larry Ruebling 

Lindsey Willard 
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Brielle Ketcherside 

Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

March 11—A New Fire 
Commitment Sunday 

March 11—Youth Mission Trip 
Informational Meeting 

April 19 - April 22—Kairos #16 
May 20—Youth Mission Trip 

Informational Meeting 

June 25 - June 29—Summer 
Day Camp 

July 8 - July 14—Youth Mission 

Trip 
July 23 - July 27—Vacation 

Bible School 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  Articles 
for the March 14, 2018, Spire are due in 
the church office by March 7, 2018. 
You may email them to 
fumc_stcharles@sbcglobal.net with the 

word Spire as the subject. 

 

Easter Worship Schedule 

MARCH 18 
 8:00 am Traditional Worship 

 9:30, 11:00 am Music led worship, A Journey of 

Hope:  A Cantata Inspired by 

Spirituals featuring the Chancel 

Choir and other musicians. 

MARCH 25 
 8:00, 9:30, & Palm Sunday Worship 

    11:00 am 

MARCH 29 
 6:00 pm Evensong/Maundy  

  Thursday Worship 

MARCH 30 
 7:00 pm Good Friday Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 1 
 8:00, 9:30, & Easter Morning Worship at First St.  

    11:00 am Charles UMC 

APRIL 1 
 7:30, 10:00 am Easter Morning Worship at Riverfront 

 11:00 am Easter Egg Hunt for  

  children at Riverfront 

Special Music — A Journey to Hope 
 

Please join us for music led worship on March 18 at the 

9:30 and 11:00 am services. A Journey to Hope by 
Joseph Martin will be sung by the Chancel Choir and 

accompanied by piano, trumpets, trombone, flutes, 

clarinet and percussion. Narration is included and will 

be read by Gayle Horn and Gudrun Thompson. The 

soloists are Dan O’Donnell, Sharon O’Donnell, Avis 

Ruebling, John Nygaard and Alice Kniker. Sharon 

Byers will accompany on piano and Carolie Owens 

will direct the music. 
 

A Journey to Hope is musically inspired by traditional 
spirituals and tells of the ministry, passion 

and resurrection of Jesus through familiar 

tunes and scriptures. Some of the songs you 

will enjoy are “Ride on, King Jesus,” “Wade 

in The Water,” “Peace for The Journey” and 

“Give Me Jesus.” You will be blessed by the 

music and the story of God’s Love that will 

be shared in this presentation. 
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SPECIAL MUSICIANS FOR EVENSONG SPECIAL MUSIC 
 

I am looking for musicians to help with special music for the 

Evensong Worship Service held in First St. Charles UMC 

Sanctuary on THURSDAYS from 6:00 to 6:45 pm.  Evensong is a 

service of peace and reflection emphasizing traditional hymns, 

scripture readings and time for personal reflection. 
 

We would like two musical selections—one for our “Special Music” time and another for the 

“offering.”  I like to select the majority of hymns with a lively tempo and leave the congregation 

with a feeling of joy and renewal.   
 

You may present your music as a soloist, small group, instrumentalist or as a combination.  An 

accompanist is available for you.  Simply forward the music at least a week before your 

scheduled presentation.   
 

I hope you will bless us with your music!  To volunteer, please provide your name and the date 

you are available as well as your contact information.  For more information or to schedule a 

date, please contact me, Larry Ruebling, at afrueb@mac.com or 636-795-02345.  

Evensong Music 

A New Fire Commitment Sunday 

March 11, 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 am 
 

As part of the A New Fire Initiative, we have been praying about how 

God is calling us to become more committed followers of Jesus Christ 

through the spiritual practice of giving.  We are calling on 100% of the 

congregation—young and old, new Christians and life-long 

Christians—to bring their commitment cards on Sunday, March 11 

and pledge their support to the work God is doing in our church.   
 

At each worship service, we will have the opportunity to make our A 

New Fire commitment.  We are asking everyone to come forward in 

worship with their commitment card, to support each other and witness that we are all in for 

Jesus.  Chris Cakes Pancakes will be served in Asbury Hall from 7:30 am to 12:30 pm.  Juggling 

Jeff will give an inspirational speech and juggling performance for our children and youth 

during the 9:30 am hour. 

Live Streaming Our Worship Services 
 

Did you know that you can watch our church service online if you are unable to 

attend in person?  To stream our service live, go to www.youtube.com/fumcstchagles.  Click on 

the “live now” button.  You should be watching the service as it happens.  If you want to see a 

worship service that has already taken place, go to the same Youtube page and click on 

“videos.” 
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SAVE THE DATE:  Vacation Bible School Is July 23 - July 27, 2018 
 

VBS is an activity for Preschool through 5th grade children. 

Save the   date!! 

Youth ages 13 to 18 years old 
 Time:  8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 Fee:  $20.00 for the week, includes lunch 
 Crew Camper:  If you have a desire to grow, 

learn, and have a tone of fun, please consider 
volunteering as a Crew Camper.  Crew 
Campers assist staff, help behind the scenes 
and participate in Crew Bible Study. 

 Online registration:  Register NOW at 
eaglelakecamps.com/firststcharlesumc 

Children ages 7 to 12 years old 
 Time:  9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 Fee:  $75.00 for the week, includes lunch 
 Registration information:  The first 150 

children will be accepted on a first come, first 
served basis.  Parents or guardians who 
register before February 28, 2018, will receive 
a $25 discount.   

 Online registration:  Register NOW at  
firststcharlesumc.org   OR 
eaglelakecamps.com/firststcharlesumc 

Summer Day Camp Is June 25 - June 29, 2018 

Adult participation 
Volunteer Opportunities: 
 Hospitality/Daily Check-in Lunch and Snack Preparation 
 Medical:  CNA, RN, paramedic or EMT Host Family  
 

Online registration: Register for volunteer tasks at eaglelakecamps.com/volunteer   OR 
 register for a Host Family at eaglelakecamps.com/hostfamily 

For more information:  Please contact Meg Love, Children’s Minister. 

Gift for Lincoln Elementary School 
From First St. Charles 

On Thursday, February 15, members of our staff and congregation presented our gift of $5,000 to our 
neighborhood school, Lincoln Elementary School.  The children learned of our donation during an all-school 
assembly.  It was exciting to see their surprise and excitement, all because of our generous Christmas 
offering.  Together, we shared God’s extravagant grace with the children of Lincoln Elementary. 

As the children gratefully said, “Thank you, First St. Charles!” 
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Summer Program 2018 — Registration is now open! 

 

Summer dates: June 5 to June 21 and July 10 to July 19.   

Summer times: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays  

Children ages: 6 weeks old through recently completed kindergarten. 

Summer Themes: This summer we will be introducing THEMES for our Learning Center.  Our 
themes for the 5 weeks are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Fall Registration is now open! 
 

First Day: August 15, 2018 

New Hours: 9:00 am to 3:30 pm  

Children ages:  Our Childcare program serves children 6 weeks to 4 years old.  

 Our Preschool program serves children who are 3 years old by August 1, 
2018 and potty-trained. 

 Our Pre-Kindergarten program serves children who are 4 years old by 
August 1, 2018 and potty-trained. 

 Our Pre-K High Five program serves children who are 4 or 5 years old by 
August 1, 2018 and would benefit from an accelerated program. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

While we are very excited for all of our new additions coming this year,  
we are happy to say we still have the same love, compassion and thankfulness for  

your children as we had in the past.  
 
 

If you would like to enroll in the Summer or Fall Programs, or if you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact one of the Co-Directors,  

Kerri Johnson and Sally Jacobsen, at (636) 947-9380. 

CAMPING DADS 4TH OF 

JULY 
THE BEACH YUMMY SUMMER 

FOODS 
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Ushers Are Needed 
Being an usher is an easy and fun, but also a very 
important way to participate in the ministry of the 
church.  We have 2 usher teams for each service—one 
for the odd numbered months and another team for 
the even numbered months.  The 8:00 and 11:00 am 
service teams are in need of volunteers.  If you would 
be willing to give of your time, please contact the 
church office or speak to one of the pastors. 

 PRAYER 

 WARRIORS 
 

The Intercessory Prayer Group meets each 
Wednesday morning at 8 am to pray in the chapel and 
then write notes to each new person added to the 
prayer list from the previous week.  They usually finish 
by 9:00 am.  Each member says they feel blessed to 
pray for others.  Would you like to become a Prayer 
Warrior? 

Sewing Club for Missions 

FUMC’s Sewing club for Missions would again like to invite any woman in the 

congregation who loves to sew to take part in this mission.  We are a small 

group who really enjoy one another as well as love serving God with our skills.  

Unlike many sewing clubs, we do our sewing at home in our free time though we get together 

once a month mostly to show what we each have made, help each other, and make plans for 

other projects.  This year’s focus is on infant layette things and clothes for children under 5 years 

old.  Our sewing projects can be done by most seamstresses whether beginner or advanced.  

Questions?  Please contact Sue Boughton at 636-947-1301 or boughsue@gmail.com or visit with 

Sue at church. 

Operation Backpack 
 

We are getting close to Spring Break and we need these items to help the 

children get through the long break.  We hope you can help by donating: 
 100 16-oz jars of peanut butter Canned vegetables Boxes of Mac-n-cheese Fruit cups 
 

Please bring your donations to the Backpack Ministry cupboard in the atrium. 

Youth Mission Trip – West Virginia! July 8-14th 
 

Travel with us to West Virginia for a week of service, worship, and fun! 

Come on March 11 and May 20 from 6 to 7:30 pm in room 316 to learn 

more about the challenges in West Virginia, pray for the people we 

will be in service with, and prepare for this mission. The cost is $300 per 

student. Scholarships are available.  
 

Please RSVP online by March 15. Spaces are limited. For more 

information, please email Peter at pnorton@firststcharlesumc.org.  
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UMW Reading Program for 2018 
 

New books have been purchased for the 2018 Reading Program.  They are cataloged 
and are on the shelf in the Library.  Information about the UMW Reading Program can 
be found in the 2018 Program book.  Books from 2013 to 2018 may be read.  The 
following books have been purchased for each area: 

 Education for Mission: Hiding in the Light  by Rifqa Bary 
 Leadership Development: Hollow Faith  by Stephen Ingram 
 Nurturing for Community: Trouble I’ve Seen  by Drew Hart 
 Social Action: Pushout  by Monique Morris 
 Spiritual Growth: The Pilgrim Messiah  by Richard Cheatham 

Kairos Prison Ministry 
 

God calls us to visit those in prison and Kairos Prison Ministry is a well-
established and well-organized answer to this calling.  Kairos #16 at the Potosi 
Correctional Center will be held April 19-22, 2018.  For more information about 
this ministry and/or to make a donation, please call Dave Raposo at 636-284-
9328.  Most importantly, we need your prayers!   
 

A BIG THANK YOU to our youth for their beautiful and meaningful placemats 
and posters!!  Thank you, First Church, and may God bless you for your past 
and continued support of this ministry!!  For more detailed information, go to 
www.kairosprisonministry.org or www.missourikairos.org.   
 

If you’d like to attend the closing service at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday afternoon at Potosi Correctional 
Center on April 22, 2018, please contact Pattie Raposo at 636-284-9329 to obtain the proper forms for 
admittance.  The deadline for form submission to Pattie Raposo is March 11, 2018.  You must 
arrive at the prison by 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 22, 2018, to check-in. 

http://www.kairosprisonministry.org
http://www.missourikairos.org
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Recently, the children in Stepping Stones classes were asked to share with the pastors what they 
think about the church.  We think children are important here at First St. Charles and want to share 
their opinions with you. 


