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This past Sunday 

we launched the 

“ N e w  F i r e ” 

Initiative aimed at 

leading us all to 

be more fully the 

generous persons 

God calls us to 

be.  We said that 

we all are on a 

pathway to becoming more generous, 

and that there are five stages or types of 

givers:  there those who are 1) Initial 

Givers, 2) Consistent Givers, 3) Intentional 

Givers, 4) Sacrificial Givers and, finally, 5) 

Life-time Givers.  Throughout scripture fire is 

a symbol for God’s presence, and so as 

we walk and talk through this generosity 

pathway we will be seeking to identify our 

place on the pathway and to renew 

God’s presence in our lives. 

 

But fire also has another use in scripture.  It 

purifies.  It refines.  There is that passage 

from the prophet Malachi that many of us 

can only hear to the music of Handel’s 

Messiah that says, “But who may abide 

the day of His coming, and who shall 

stand when He appeareth? For He is like a 

refiner's fire” (Mal. 3:2).   

 

 

And, 1 Peter, speaking of our discipleship 

says:  “In this you rejoice, even if now for a 

little while you have had to suffer various 

trials, so that the genuineness of your 

faith—being more precious than gold that, 

though perishable, is tested by fire—may 

be found to result in praise and glory and 

honor when Jesus Christ is revealed” (1 

Peter 1:6-7). 

 

As we begin both the “New Fire” Initiative 

and the start of Lent with the ashes that 

mark us a Jesus-disciples (ashes that are 

made from the burning of last year’s Palm 

Sunday branches), I’m not only wondering 

what new fire God might start, but also 

what in my life needs to be left with last 

year’s ashes, burned and refined. 

 

Will you ponder with me that in your life 

that needs the refiner’s fire? 

 

Lenten Blessings, 

 

Bart 
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Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

February 17—Worship at 

Mount Carmel 
June 25 - June 29—Summer 

Day Camp 
July 23 - July 27—Vacation 

Bible School 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  Articles 
for the February 28, 2018, Spire are due in 
the church office by February 21, 2018. 
You may email them to 
fumc_stcharles@sbcglobal.net with the 

word Spire as the subject. 

Marilyn Prigge, who passed away 

on January 27, 2018, mother of Tom 

(Denise) Prigge and grandmother to 

Brooke and Paige Prigge. 

Jeffrey Foust, who passed away on 

February 10, 2018, husband of Lynn 

Foust. Summer Day Camp 
June 25—June 29, 2018 

 

Children ages 7 to 12 years old 
 Time:  9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 Fee:  $75.00 for the week, includes lunch 
 Registration information:  The first 150 

children will be accepted on a first come, first 
served basis.  Parents or guardians who 
register before February 28, 2018, will receive 
a $25 discount.   

 Online registration:  Register NOW at  
firststcharlesumc.org   OR 
eaglelakecamps.com/firststcharlesumc 

 

Youth ages 13 to 18 years old 
 Time:  8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 Fee:  $20.00 for the week, includes lunch 
 Crew Camper:  If you have a desire to grow, 

learn, and have a tone of fun, please consider 
volunteering as a Crew Camper.  Crew 
Campers assist staff, help behind the scenes 
and participate in Crew Bible Study. 

 Online registration:  Register NOW at 
eaglelakecamps.com/firststcharlesumc 

 

Adult participation 
Volunteer Opportunities: 
 Hospitality/Daily Check-in 
 Lunch and Snack Preparation 
 Medical:  CNA, RN, paramedic or EMT 
 Host Family  
Online registration:  Register for volunteer 
tasks at eaglelakecamps.com/volunteer   OR   
register for a Host Family at 
eaglelakecamps.com/hostfamily 

 

For more information:  Please contact  
Meg Love, Children’s Minister. 

 SAVE THE DATE 
 

 Vacation Bible School 
 July 23 to July 27, 2018 
 

 VBS is an activity for  
 Preschool through 5th grade children. 

Save the  

 date!! 
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 Operation Backpack 
 

Would you be willing to help feed our neighbor-hood children  

by contributing to Operation Backpack? 
 

We are in need of the following items: 
 Spaghetti O’s Canned carrots Canned corn  Raisins

 Snack crackers Fruit cups Hot chocolate 
 

Please bring your donations to the Backpack Ministry cupboard in the atrium. 

 We Are Beginning to Tidy Up the Library. 
 

 Please excuse our messiness during this period of transformation. 
 

Over the next several weeks, we will be tidying up the Library which is 
located next to the Sanctuary near the 8th Street entrance.  While this 
room is a convenient location for our Library, it is not a large space.  
Because of its limited size, we are moving some of the bookshelves and 
resource materials to the Adult Resource Library which is located in 
Room 300 above the church office.   
 

We will also be reviewing the books currently in the Library for their applicability and ongoing 
usefulness as we journey along our discipleship paths.  This review process may result in some 
books being removed from our Library. 
 

On a related issue, books are occasionally placed in the Library presumably as donations from 
someone’s personal library.  Since we do not have space for a comprehensive library collection, we 
are unable to include many of the books which are also available at our public libraries.  In an effort 
to help maintain the Library, please check with Rev. Debby before bringing books to be donated to 
our Library.  You can reach her at dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-947-0066.  

UMW Reading Program for 2018 
 

New books have been purchased for the 2018 Reading Program.  They are cataloged 
and are on the shelf in the Library.  Information about the UMW Reading Program can 
be found in the 2018 Program book.  Books from 2013 to 2018 may be read.  The 
following books have been purchased for each area: 

 Education for Mission:  Hiding in the Light by Rifqa Bary 
 Leadership Development:  Hollow Faith by Stephen Ingram 
 Nurturing for Community:  Trouble I’ve Seen by Drew Hart 
 Social Action:  Pushout by Monique Morris 
 Spiritual Growth:  The Pilgrim Messiah by Richard Cheatham 
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2017 Mission Activities 
 

In our Mission Statement, we are invited to Go and share God’s grace and love with others.  During 2017, 
as we joined in mission together throughout the year, we served over 13,000 people.  You were the hands 
and feet of Jesus Christ through your compassionate ministry to our neighbors here and around the world.  
Last September’s all-church event, Kids Against Hunger, served 10,000 people.   
 

Some of the other recipients of your generosity were: 
 Lincoln & Monroe Elementary Schools Hurricane Disaster Relief Operation Christmas Child 
 Kingdom House Epworth Children’s Home Mozambique Initiative 
 Festival of Sharing Volunteers in Medicine FISH of St. Charles 
 Kairos Prison Ministry 
 

Additionally,  
 237 people received assistance through our Community Cares utility and gasoline assistance ministry. 
 We provided 152 personal hygiene kits to UMCOR (United Methodist Committee On Relief) to be 

distributed through their disaster response services. 
 500 Christmas Eve Blessing Bags were shared with those working on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. 
 Our Showers of Blessing ministry continues to provide showers, a warm meal, and clothing to our 

homeless community every Wednesday morning. 
 Thanks to our wonderful facilities we provided overnight housing in 2017 to two groups, Bike & Build 

and Students Today, Leaders Forever, as they shared God’s grace with others through their own 
ministries. 

 

There’s no limit to the number of people with whom we can share God’s grace and love.  Where will you 
serve in 2018?  How will you help share God’s grace and love?  Contact Rev. Debby, and she would be 
happy to help you discern where you might serve.  She can reached at 636-947-0066 or 
dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org.   

Thank you, First St. Charles! 

Sewing Club for Missions 
 

FUMC’s Sewing club for Missions would again like to invite any woman in 

the congregation who loves to sew to take part in this mission.  We are a 

small group who really enjoy one another as well as love serving God with 

our skills.  Unlike many sewing clubs, we do our sewing at home in our free time though we 

get together once a month mostly to show what we each have made, help each other, 

and make plans for other projects.  This year’s focus is on infant layette things and clothes 

for children under 5 years old.  Our sewing projects can be done by most seamstresses 

whether beginner or advanced.  Questions?  Please contact Sue Boughton at 636-947-1301 

or boughsue@gmail.com or visit with Sue at church. 
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Ushers Are Needed 
Being an usher is an easy and fun, but also a very 
important way to participate in the ministry of the 
church.  We have 2 usher teams for each service—
one for the odd numbered months and another 
team for the even numbered months.  The 8:00 and 
11:00 am service teams are in need of volunteers.  
If you would be willing to give of your time, please 
contact the church office or speak to one of the 
pastors. 

Worship at Mount Carmel - Saturday, February 17th 
 

Please join us as we worship with our friends at Mount Carmel Retirement Center on 

Saturday, February 17.  Our own Barbara Kryvko’s message will be “Lent:  A Time for Quiet 

Reflection.”  We will gather in the Mount Carmel lobby about 9:30 a.m. to “walk and roll” 

residents to their chapel.  Please join us as we sing, pray, celebrate communion and share 

the Good News!  We expect to have our friends back to their rooms about 10:30 a.m. 
 

Please email Joan Crenshaw at joancren71@gmail.com or call 636-699-8764 so we know 

to count on you! 

 PRAYER 

 WARRIORS 
 

The Intercessory Prayer Group meets each 
Wednesday morning at 8 am to pray in the 
chapel and then write notes to each new person 
added to the prayer list from the previous week.  
They usually finish by 9:00 am.  Each member 
says they feel blessed to pray for others.  
Would you like to become a Prayer Warrior? 

An Open Letter About Kairos #16 Weekend 
 
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 
 

Due to personal reasons, our Team Leader for the upcoming Kairos #16 weekend, April 19-22, 
2018, has found it necessary to postpone this calling.  I have been asked to serve as Team 
Leader for #16 and have accepted.  The excitement and sense of joy that comes from 
answering God’s call is strong.  Because we are getting a late start in putting a team together, 
we ask that you prayerfully consider joining us in serving on the upcoming weekend at Potosi 
Correctional Center. 
 

Formation meetings will be held on:  3/3, 3/17, 3/24, 4/7 and 4/14.  The actual weekend #16 
will be held in Potosi, Missouri, April 19-22.  We are securing locations for the meetings and 
will advise in the next couple weeks. 
 

Please call or email to let me know if you are willing to serve and/or have any questions.  God 
is calling you.  Please respond with “Here I Am, Lord!” 
 

Guy Sextro 

gsextro1@gmail.com 314-719-7123 

mailto:gsextro1@gmail.com
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Recently, the children in Stepping Stones classes were asked to share with the pastors what they 
think about the church.  We think children are important here at First St. Charles and want to share 
their opinions with you. 

  

 


