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ALL ARE WELCOME  

 
 It was the best “Birthday Bash” ever!  Our 
church’s Bicentennial Bash far exceeded my 
expectations, and a special thanks goes to 
Jarred and Michelle Ray, Kris and Julie 
Karsten, and Will and Carissa 
Sanders who brought it all 
together. 
 
 The music by the “Fife and 
Drum Corp.” was spirited, and 
the music by “Franks Heroes” 
kept the party going (and even 
got me to dance a little jig!).  I’d 
never heard of a Bubble Bus, 
nor had I ever had Kona Ice 
(I’m still not sure about one of 
the toppings called, “Tiger’s 
Blood”).  The games all looked 
fun though one, in particular, 
looked like it came from the 
outhouse that graced the first 
church I ever pastored.  One of 
the best prizes of the day, had 
to have been the weather; it 
would have been hard to beat. 
 
 We figure somewhere near or north of 400 
people came to hang out with us and added to 
our celebration with their presence.  I was like a 
dehydrated man, gulping up the water of 
relationships as we got to see so many beloved 
church members, many of whom we hadn’t 
seen in-person in worship in over a year and a 
half.  I know that our online worship is great, 

but it’s a one-way experience and I’ve missed 
interacting with so many. 
 
 One of my favorite conversations was with 
one of our guests who is Muslim.  I greeted her 
with the traditional Arabic, “Salam 

Alaikum,” (meaning, roughly, 
“peace be unto you”), and her 
eyes got really big and then 
noticeably teared up.  “I didn’t 
know if I would be welcomed 
here,” she gratefully said.  
“You are always safe, 
welcome, and wanted here,” I 
responded with great pride. 
 
 I was struck, even more, 
by how many of our guests told 
me they came because they 
saw the Bicentennial Bash 
advertised on the internet.  
Everything—everything we do, 
ought to have as a prime 
component, reaching new 
people, and our Bash certainly 
rose to the challenge. 
 

 So, today I raise a toast and say, “here’s to 
200 hundred more,” and I raise my heart in 
prayer saying, “if it would please you, God.”  
Join me, will you, in that prayer? 
 
Blessings Always, 
 

 
Bart 
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Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 
Rev. Debby Bartley 

Rev. Kate Hanch, Ph.D. 
Rev. Keith Janis 
Jack McCormick 
Carolie Owens 

Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard 

Karla Curry 
Patti Adams 

Kerri Johnson 
Jim Nichols 

Stacey Davis 
Beth Kelley 

Jenny LeGoff 

May 4-July 27—GriefShare, on 
Tuesdays 

July 15—Red Cross Blood Drive 
July 24—Vacation Bible School 
July 27—Senior Ministry 

Afternoon Tea 
August 8—The Way Forward 

Reconciling Community 
Gathering  

August 29—Blessing of the 
Backpacks 

September 12—Bible Sunday 
(11am) 

September 23-26—Men’s Walk 
to Emmaus #169 

September 29—Blessing of the 
Animals (5pm) 

October 3— Bishop Farr 
Preaches  

October 7-10—Women’s Walk 
to Emmaus #170 

October 10—Confirmation 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the July 28, 2021, Spire are 
due in the church office by July 21, 2021. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Welcome to the              
First St. Charles Family  

Nina Palumbo 
Brent Foster 

 

 
 
 
 

           Blood Drive at First St. Charles UMC  
801 First Capitol Dr.  

Thursday, July 15, 2021  
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the church’s atrium. 

 

You may make an appointment by visiting this Red Cross 
website— 
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?
zipSponsor=FirstStCharlesUMC 

Showers of Blessing 
Wednesdays  

8:00 a.m. to 10:30. a.m. 
 

Every Wednesday, we welcome the 
homeless to come in for a hot shower 
and a meal.  In additional, we supply clothes, personal 
hygiene products, sleeping bags, etc.  
 
All the clothing and items are donated.  We are blessed to 
have a dedicated group of members and volunteers who 
serve this important ministry.   

Baptisms 

7/4 - Emelia Foster 
7/11 - Ignatius Gulyas 
7/11 - Sophia Sheets 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=FirstStCharlesUMC
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=FirstStCharlesUMC
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      Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!  
 

My heart has been full of gratitude this summer 
for your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. 
Your gifts helped change the lives of twelve youth in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Our adult leaders gave a week 
of their time to develop relationships with our youth and 
serve God, even in the midst of unusual challenges! 
Our youth were kind, compassionate, thoughtful, and 
flexible.  

The following week, sixty children experienced 
the transforming love of God at our Ignite Summer 
Camp, and at least thirty adults and four youth were 
involved in leadership and service. Our counselors were 
blown away by the kindness of our adult leaders and youth helpers—from registration to relationship builders. 
You went above and beyond in making sure our counselors were well fed, and campers had everything they 
needed.  

Thank you also to our amazing church pastors and staff, who made things run smoothly and 
successfully, accommodating last minute requests and changes. I am grateful to serve a church that values 
our young people and sees our resources like our building as an important part of our ministry. You are truly 
fulfilling your mission of gathering new people to Christ, growing in Christ, and going in Christ! 

 

     Pastor Kate 

All are welcome for a cake and punch 
reception to honor                                  

Jerry Varker’s 90th Birthday! 
 

Sunday, August 8th  
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
Church Atrium 

DISTRICT MINI MISSION 
AUGUST 21, 2021 

First St. Charles UMC 
Mission Study lead by Barbara Viitanen 

 FINDING PEACE IN AN ANXIOUS WORLD 
By Erin James-Brown     “Explore the Serenity Prayer” 

Lunch cost:  $10.00 payable at the door 
 Registration 9:00-9:30 — Event concludes at 3:00 

       RSVP to Diana Rogers by August 13th 
       636-922-1523 or dianarog@ameritech.net 
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Dear First St. Charles family, 
 

The first time I attended worship at First St. Charles UMC over five years ago, I 
knew I was home. My husband (Chris) and I immediately felt the welcoming spirit 
from the pastors and congregation. Little did I know that within a few months, in 
January 2017, I would begin serving in a marketing role on staff at church. And I 
certainly didn’t know that Chris and I would be welcoming home our three 
amazing daughters in May of the same year! When Chris and I learned that we 
would be adopting a sibling set of three girls and only had a few short weeks to 
prepare, you all stepped up and became one of our much-needed support 
systems. Without the love and support from you all, we would not have survived 
those first few months of parenthood! 
 

I say all of this because I have been honored to serve the church for the past 4½ years, most recently as the 
Director of Marketing Ministry. However, due to a few non-life threatening health concerns that need tending to, I 
will be stepping down as Director of Marketing Ministry. My final Sunday in this role will be August 15. But don’t 
worry! My family and I have no plans to leave the church. As I said, First St. Charles UMC is home to our family. I 
simply need time to rest and recover for myself and my family. 
 

I am so grateful to have had the opportunity to serve in the marketing position at First St. Charles. And I am even 
more grateful to call you all family. Thank you for all you have done and continue to do to support the Willard 
family. 
 

Grace and peace, 
 

Lindsey Willard 

 

200 TREES FOR 200 YEARS!!! 
 
There are exciting plans in the works for our Bicentennial Christmas! We hope 
everyone will participate as we celebrate 200 years of sharing the light of Christ 
with our community and our world. 
 
In order to give everyone ample time to prepare, we thought it would be a good 
idea to share how your family can be a part of this momentous event. These are 
some ways your family can participate: 
 

• 200 Trees Family Celebration, December 11, 2021, from 3:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
This will be an opportunity to tour our church and enjoy the 200 trees and decorations inside and outside the 
building. We are planning to have Santa in MPR where you will be able to photograph your child / grandchild 
with him. Each child will receive a small gift bag from Santa and have the opportunity to make a craft to take 
home. There will be refreshments in Wesley Hall for everyone. 
 

• Sign up for your family to bring a tree and decorate it! 
The family trees will be displayed in MPR. There will be designated times to decorate, and remove the trees 
from MPR. Here are some ideas for your family trees:  angels, bells, birds, Victorian, vintage, rustic, Santa, 
snowmen, Disney, princesses, super heroes, teddy bears, animals, music, houses, color themes, Christian 
themes, etc. Your tree does not need to have lights. 
 
There will be a special Bicentennial ornament to commemorate this occasion that will be for sale later this 
year. 

 
This is a special time in the life of our church and we hope everyone will be 
able to participate in some way. It is a blessing to remember those who have 
gone before us, and are walking with us, as we celebrate our past and our 
future. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Carolie Owens and the 200 Trees Committee 
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The Way Forward Reconciling Community  
of First St. Charles United Methodist Church 

 

Finally, over a year after their first picture day was originally scheduled and then 
postponed due to Covid, the Way Forward Reconciling Community of our church 
gathered to have a group photo taken.  
 
The timing couldn't have been better as there was much to celebrate. Not only is the 
Way Forward Community at our church part of the larger Reconciling Ministries 
Network but June is Pride month and the group wanted to visibly demonstrate their 
support of our LGBTQ+ friends and family.  
 

What does it mean to be part of the Reconciling Ministries Network? It means that we 
join the witness of United Methodists who welcome, affirm, and celebrate people of all 
sexual orientations and gender identities into the full life of the church. This is just 
another way of helping to insure that ALL feel safe, welcome, and wanted at First St. 
Charles UMC...because "all" really does mean ALL. 
 

 

The Way Forward Reconciling Community’s Next Gathering 
 

Our next gathering is Sunday, August 8, at 6:30 p.m. in Room 301,  
and ALL are welcome.   

 

If you would prefer to join us online,  
please email Rev. Debby Bartley for the Zoom link.  

She can be reached at dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org. 
 

Free resources are available in the Adult Resource Library, near the 
Sanctuary. 

 

For more information, please email us at 
wayforward@firststcharlesumc.org. 
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Our Summer Food Ministry Team:   
Backpack Ministry, FISH Food Pantry, & Oasis Food Pantry 
 

Our ministry partners at FISH Food Pantry and Oasis Food Pantry and our own Backpack Ministry 
continue to offer food assistance to families during the summer months when the children are out of 
school. This summer we are serving seven families with a total of eighteen children.  
 

We continue to need your generous donations of food items to help provide for these families. 
 

Please place your food items in the food pantry carts that are placed outside the church in the 
parking lot on Wednesday mornings between 8:00 and 11:00 a.m. Or, if you prefer, we have a team 
ready to pick up items from your front porch on Tuesday afternoon. To schedule a pick-up, please 
call or text 512-680-6779 with your name and home address. 
 

Here are the items that are needed at this time: 
 

pancake mix & syrup canned vegetables  canned fruit 
non-refrigerated juice canned meats beef stew 
boxed potatoes tuna helper corn bread mix 
rice spaghetti sauce crackers 
cookies children’s toothbrushes children’s toothpaste 
body lotion dish soap men’s deodorant 
women’s deodorant feminine hygiene products 

 

Our Summer Food Ministry Team thanks you for your continued generosity! 

You Are Invited to a Senior Ministry Afternoon Tea 
 

Please join us on Tuesday, July 27th at 2:00 p.m. for a fun  

Afternoon Tea  

as we look forward to beginning the 55 Plus Senior Ministry!  
 

This will be an informal gathering to share ideas on how to continue the vibrant 
senior ministry for our church, and enjoy a fun, long-awaited social gathering 

with coffee, delicious sweets, and of course Tea!  
 

Please RSVP by July 20th on the sign up sheets in the church atrium  
or on the reservation form on the church website.  

 

For more information, please contact Shelia Fletcher  
at sheliafletcher@yahoo.com or amcg1955@gmail.com or 870-710-2679. 
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Vacation Bible School  
Saturday, July 24, from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

 

Calling all space explorers:  Join us as we Blast Off 

to Mars and beyond! We'll have a FREE, special, one 

night Vacation Bible School (VBS) event for the entire family. Parents or guardians will stay and 

guide their space explorers through socially distanced stations around the church yard.  
 

For more information and register for VBS:  Please go to the church website, 

firststcharlesumc.org, scroll down on the HOME page and click on the To Mars and Beyond image.  

BICENTENNIAL HISTORY BOOK:  1821-2021 
BY VALERIE BATTLE KIENZLE 

 

We are grateful that local historian and church member, Valerie Battle 
Kienzle, has created a bicentennial history book of First St. Charles UMC.  

 

To download the full history book, please visit the church website, 
firststcharlesumc.org, scroll down on the HOME page, click on the 

Download the Bicentennial History Book button. 
 

If you would like to receive a printed version, please contact the church 
office. One complimentary printed copy is available per family.  

 

 WELCOME Team Ministry 
 

Have a heart for service? Join our Welcome Team! 
Greet members and guests on Sunday prior to services 
and enhance their worship experience! There is no 
commitment to serve all morning, or even every 
Sunday. Try it once and see if it’s the right fit for you!  
 
If you’re interested, please contact Beth Kelley at 
bkelley@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-947-0066. 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
http://firststcharlesumc.org
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UPDATED GUIDELINES FOR MASKS 
 

• People who are fully vaccinated are welcome in the church building without a mask. Persons who 
are not fully vaccinated are expected to continue wearing a mask. 

• NEW! In-person worship: the back half of the piano side is open to those vaccinated, who wish 

to worship without masks. The front half of the piano side is still reserved for those who wish to 
worship while wearing masks. Please be mindful and adhere to social distancing.   

• The pastoral staff will wear masks on Sunday 
mornings except when leading worship. 

• Children’s and youth leaders and participants 
will continue to wear masks during children’s 
and youth activities. We do not require, but 
encourage, preschoolers to wear masks in 
preschool settings. 

• Our Welcome Team will continue wearing 
masks when greeting members and guests. 

Options to Attend Worship Services 
 

There are many ways to worship at First St. Charles! 
 

• In-person worship is one worship service at 9 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m. on Sundays in the sanctuary. Communion 
will be served each Sunday. 

 

• Worship on-demand is available at your convenience 
on the church’s website, firststcharlesumc.org. 

 

• Live stream in-person worship is available on Sundays 
at 9 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. This option allows the 
worshiper to participate in communion. 

 

• Audio worship is available by calling 636-947-0067. 
 

We look forward to worshiping with you! 

WAYS TO GIVE 
 

Through your generosity, ministries of 
First St. Charles are able to continue 
during this time of uncertainty. Your 
generosity also allows us to stay 
connected online through online worship, 
daily devotionals, small groups and other 
online ministries.  
 

There are four ways that you can give—
online, in-person at the 9:00 a.m. 
worship service on Sunday mornings, 
mail your gift to the church office, or text 
636-255-8819 to give. Thank you for your 
generosity and staying connected to our 
community of faith.  

http://firststcharlesumc.org

