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“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”

WELCOME TO CHRIST 

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION

Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a family restroom with a changing station out the sanctuary doors to 

the left and around the corner.

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

www.christcambridge.com                                        Sunday Service 9:00��

Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341     Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com     bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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                   SERVICE OF THE WORD
This liturgy, found on page 38 in the red hymnal, offers the congregation a form of worship 
that focuses on the proclamation of God’s Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with 
prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.

PASTOR’S WELCOME

OPENING HYMN                                                       J����, J����, O��� J���� |  #348 

Please Stand.

GATHERING

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you. 

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to 
love and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed 
him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let 
us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve 
to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse 
me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

ABSOLUTION 

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the per-
fect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has re-
moved your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

Gathering and 
confessing our 

sins to our Triune 
God tells us who 
is here and what 
he is here to do. 
The Lord God is 
not in this place 

to plague us with 
loveless laws and 

growing guilt.  He 
is here to fill us 

with forgiveness 
through the good 
news of Jesus. He 

is here to empow-
er us with the 

good news as we 
live in faith.  He is 

here to feed our 
starving souls 

with the food of 
his Word.

L

C

L

C

L

C
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PRAISE & PRAYER
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your 
Church; and because it cannot continue in safety without your 
help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

L

What other gift 
could possibly 

give you the 
love of God and 

an eternal 
home in heav-

en? What other 
gift could possi-

ble motivate 
you to follow 

and serve God 
every day? 

None! 
So, we lift up 
our voices in 
joyful praise 
(from Psalm 

34) for the free 
gift of for-

giveness that 
comes through 

Jesus. 

Pay attention 
to this prayer 
as it prepares 

us for the Scrip-
ture readings.  

Ask the Lord to 
use his Word 

on your hearts 
to amend the 

bad and en-
courage the 

good.

L
C
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FIRST READING Proverbs 9:8-12
8 Do not rebuke mockers or they will hate you; rebuke the wise and they will love 
you. 9 Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still; teach the righteous and they will 
add to their learning. 10 The fear of the L��� is the beginning of wisdom, and 
knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 11 For through wisdom your days will 
be many, and years will be added to your life. 12 If you are wise, your wisdom will 
reward you; if you are a mocker, you alone will suffer.

PSALM OF THE DAY                                             Psalm 19 | pg. 70 (front of red hymnal)

The world’s wisdom offers nothing but the words of the Lord offer everlasting life.

SECOND READING Philemon 1:1, 10-21 
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon, our dear 
friend and coworker,
10 I am appealing to you on behalf of my child Onesimus. I became his father while I 
was in chains. 11 There was a time when he was useless to you, but now he is useful 
both to you and to me. 12 I have sent him (who is my very heart) back to you. Wel-
come him. 13 I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might serve me in your place 
while I am in chains for the gospel. 14 But I did not want to do anything without 
your consent, so that your kindness would not be the result of compulsion, but of 
willingness. 15 Perhaps this is why he was separated from you for a while: so that 
you would have him back forever, 16 no longer as a slave, but as more than a slave, 
as a dear brother. He certainly is dear to me, but he is even more of a dear brother 
to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 17 So if you consider me your partner, wel-
come him as you would welcome me. 18 And if he has wronged you in any way or 
owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, have written this with my own hand: I 
will repay it—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 20 Yes, brother, I am 

THE WORD
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asking for a favor from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of 
your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

VERSE OF THE DAY Philippians 4:4
Alleluia. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Alleluia. 

Please stand.

GOSPEL Luke 14:25-33
25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus. He turned and said to them, 26 “If any-
one comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever 
does not carry his own cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of 
you, if he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost to see 
if he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is 
not able to finish, everyone who sees it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This 
fellow began to build, but was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, as he goes out to 
confront another king in war, will not first sit down and consider if he is able with 
ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thou-
sand? 32 And if he is not able, he sends out a delegation and asks for terms of peace 
while his opponent is still far away. 33 So then, any one of you who does not say 
farewell to all his own possessions cannot be my disciple. 

The Gospel of our Lord. 

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY J���� C�����, M� P���� ��� G����  |  #464

L
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SERMON                                                                                                  Proverbs 9:8-12

Theme: Wisdom Knows

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the   
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was        
crucified, died,  and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life       
everlasting. Amen.

THANK OFFERING                                  1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and 
throughout the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to par-
ticipate in this offering which supports our ministry.

Another option for giving is through the “Give Plus 
Church” app. Safely and securely make a donation from 
a debit/credit card or checking/savings account.

C
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord Jesus, you have loved us with an everlasting love, a love that we cannot 
fully comprehend.  You loved us before time began and in time you took upon 
yourself our human nature that you might redeem us from our sin and condem-
nation.  You have given us your Spirit and your Word so that we have come to 
know and believe the good news that our sins are forgiven.  Daily you assure us 
that, even though our attitudes and actions fall short of the perfect love you 
require from us, you have absolved us of our guilt and still see us as your broth-
ers and sisters.
Increase our love for you day by day.  You have shown complete devotion to 
us; enable us to show the same toward you.  Give us your Spirit so that we 
love others – our spouses, our children, our parents, our friends, our enemies, 
all people – through you, and so reflect in our daily lives your perfect love and 
righteousness. Do not let the activities of life interfere with the invitation you 
give us to come to your banquet.

Lord of the nations, our Congress is again in session.  The Supreme Court will 
inaugurate its new year on Tuesday.  The President is dealing with matters at 
home and abroad.  We ask your blessing upon our leaders.  Bestow upon them 
wisdom, righteousness, and humility as they carry out their respective responsi-
bilities that they may be blessed in their duties and be a blessing to our nation.
Be with also those who serve in non-elected positions.  Enable them to carry 
out their duties with dedication and diligence.  Be with those who serve in our 
armed forces.  Of necessity they put themselves in harm’s way to protect us 
and preserve the freedoms we enjoy.  Shield them from unnecessary danger 
as only you can.  Be with us so that we honor those whom you have placed 
over us.

Lord of the church, you have blessed us with the staff and people we need to 
carry out the ministry before us.  Other congregations in our district and circuit 
are not so blessed.  Congregations like St. John in Glencoe and Faith in Excelsior 
to name a few, lack a full-time pastor to lead them.  Some face challenges with 
inadequate or no permanent facilities to house their ministries. 
We thank you for all that you have provided for us.  Do not let us ever take it 
for granted.  Give us a willingness to support with our efforts, prayers, and 
offerings.  Strengthen those congregations that are facing struggles and chal-

C

L

C

L

L
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lenges.  Let them know your smile upon them.  Be with our synodical leader-
ship as it faces the issues before it.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

These and all our prayers we bring before you knowing you will hear us, for our 
Savior has taught us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

HYMN                          J����, I M� C���� H��� T���� | #465

PRAYER
O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful peo-
ple. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temp-
tation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

L

L

C

L
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THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26
Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one    
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and   give you peace.

 CLOSING HYMN                               J����! ��� S���� I� E��� B� | #347                     

L



THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | SEPT 30—OCT 6 

MONDAY    6:15pm  Confirma�on Class 

TUESDAY    7:00pm  Midweek Worship 

WEDNESDAY     10:00am/6:00pm Midweek Bible Study 

SUNDAY               9:00am  Worship w/ Communion 

  10:00am  Cookies & Coffee 

   10:30am  Bible Class & Sunday School 

  12:00pm  Uncommon Loon Ou�ng 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Pastor Sam Biebert 
Contact Informa�on  ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com 
    701.471.0341 (cell) 
 

Church Office   763.689.5333 
Webpage   www.christcambridge.com 

Informa�on to help you stay connected and get involved! 
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Contact Informa�on  ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com 
    701.471.0341 (cell) 
 

Church Office   763.689.5333 
Webpage   www.christcambridge.com 

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | SEPT 30—OCT 6 

OCTOBER OUTING! Our October Fellowship ou�ng is next Sunday, 
October 6th at the Uncommon Loon Brewing Company (10825 Lake 
Blvd., Chisago City) at noon. We will watch the Viking’s game on the 
big screen and get a free tour of the brewery during half �me. All 
(including kids and Packer fans) are welcome! Beer and soda will be 
available for purchase and the Big Daddy’s Rockin’ Q Food Truck will 
be outside offering some great lunch op�ons. If you would like to car 
pool, we will leave church at 11:30am. Join the fun! 

FELLOWSHIP NEWS 

Informa�on to help you stay connected and get involved! 

“Here am I. Send me!”  Isaiah 6:8   

Ushers: Harlan G., Mar�n G., Roger H. 
Cookies & Coffee:  Tammy 
Offering Counters: Brian K., Paul  
Cleaners: Gray, Zimmer 
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A special welcome to  

all of our guests!  We  

are thankful that you  

joined us and hope to  

see you again soon! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Free Will Offering A collec�on will be taken TODAY for the Preschool 
Tui�on Assistance Fund. As we make progress toward our new 
license, there may be a small period of �me when state offered 
assistance is not accessible. Building our Fund will help assure that 
our families will be able to keep their children in our preschool.  
 

LWMS Fall Circuit Rally Join the St. Croix Circuit on Sunday, October 
6 at 2:00pm at Redeemer Lutheran Church (9200 Elm Creek Blvd. N, 
Maple Grove). Pastor Jud Krohn and his wife Barb will present on The 
Thailand Mission.  A light meal will be served following the rally at 
about 4:30pm. Thai cra�s will also be available for purchase. 
 

Grab a copy of the October Forward in Christ and Christ’s monthly 
Newsle�er on the table in the entryway! Stay informed! 
 

Cra� & Baking Day In prepara�on for our Fall Bazaar, the Women of 
Christ are invited to join at church on Saturday, October 12 at 9:00am 
to assemble gi� items and baked goods to be sold. Please sign up for 
ingredients that you can contribute to these items! The sign-up sheet 
is on the long table in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Women of Christ—Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 Saturday, October 12 @ 9:00am—Cra�/Baking Day at Christ 
 Sunday, October 13 & 20—Fall Bazaar 
 Sunday, December 1—Advent by Candlelight 
 

Pumpkin Picking  The Springborns will host a Pumpkin Picking ou�ng 
for the Preschool children and families on Thursday, October 10 at 
4:30pm. We need 4 volunteers to help out with this fun event! Please 
contact Grace Springborn if you are available to help.  
 
Thanksgiving Lunch Once again, Building Blocks will host a 
Thanksgiving Lunch for our Preschoolers and families. Our lunch will 
take place on Tuesday, November 26. We are in need of 4 volunteers 
to help prepare, serve, and clean-up for this important event. Please 
contact Cliss if you are able to give of your �me! 
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open on the last day we have nothing to fear. Our wrongs are not our own, there will be no terror. Wisdom 
knows there is great value in that. Wisdom knows God’s promised rewards. 

But wisdom also knows the cost of having that knowledge. In other words, wisdom knows the cost of 
understanding the Holy One and possessing the fear of the Lord. We live in a world that does not fear God. We 
live in a world that embraces the now. We live in a world that wants a god they oversee, a god they can keep 
in their back pocket. It is a world that thinks they can ignore god when he doesn’t suit them and their lifestyle 
or a god that can be morphed to support their lifestyle. In short, it is a world that does not want to be taught. 
It is a world that wants to hear how wise it is, not how wrong it is. Therefore, on top of knowing the fear of the 
Lord, wisdom also knows how valuable it is to grow in knowledge because of the self-destructive priorities of 
those who would rather change or mock God’s word. 

This means wisdom loves rebuke. One who possess real wisdom loves to be told when they are acting foolishly 
or need to change their lifestyle or even open their eyes to see their wrong and what they can do better as 
they are instructed in God’s word. One who is wise invites teaching and learning because they know from it, 
they will be wiser still. One who is wise wants nothing more than growth. Mockers are stuck in their ways just 
as they are stuck in their growth. They are stunted in it because they close their ears to understanding of the 
Holy One and they completely lack a fear of the Lord both in respect to the terror and shame their sins should 
bring to their minds but also with respect to the quiet calm that is theirs upon knowing it is finished in Christ 
and all sins are atoned for. 

So, what is wisdom? Is it truly what you know? Or better yet is there really a straight answer to that question? 
This world might say so. In fact, this world would call you a fool for acknowledging how much we truly lack. 
We can’t explain our God. We can’t understand his mysteries. We are dumbfounded by his love. We are not 
perfect models of how to live and we are in constant need of more understanding, more instruction. In many 
cases we simply come before God in holy reverence acknowledging our struggle over life and what we are 
going through, we come pleading for answers often we are comforted not with a clear answer but with the 
fact that God’s grace is sufficient for us and his power is made perfect in weakness. For what is wise to God is 
mocked by this world. 

But it is also precisely there that we find wisdom. It is precisely in seeing God’s greatness and how much we 
truly have need to grow in and to understand that God calls you and me wise. For real wisdom knows we have 
so much more to know. Real wisdom recognizes that growing in our knowledge of the Holy One begins with 
fear of the Lord. It begins with knowing how terrible his hatred of our sin is and how much punishment we 
deserve. That wisdom then grows as we begin to grasp how he loved us and has given us life on top of life. He 
blesses us with a time here on earth to grow in that struggle but also to enjoy gifts from his hand. He blesses 
us with time where yes, we can be mocked for our faith, but it is not a time that is defined by those jeers 
because we have joy that cannot be changed or robbed from us by another. In addition, he blesses us with 
opportunities to share that wisdom with others and to share in their joy as God works in their hearts to know 
it. It is only that type of wisdom that could still love someone who has turned their backs on us or wronged us 
in some way. It is only that wisdom that could bear the burden of the cross, the weight of it pressing heavy on 
our backs as we follow our Savior who showed such great love to us first. This is what wisdom knows because 
it can only be taught by faith. God bless each of us as we grow in that wisdom enjoy the eternal rewards of it, 
eternal peace at home with our heavenly Father. Amen. 

  

 



Theme: Wisdom Knows                                  9-29-19 

How do you know if you are wise? How long does it take to be considered wise? What amount of knowledge 
do you have to retain in your head to achieve that status? In Jewish culture, one had to be 30 before he could 
take up the mature senior office of priest. And while that little tidbit of information may help to get the 
conversation started, it is far from answering the question of whether one is wise. 

But we get a few more hints in our lesson from proverbs this morning. There, we have a stark contrast 
between wise ones and mockers. There is also a big difference between how the two sides handle instruction. 
We are told that a mocker handles rebuke with hatred while a wise person handles rebuke with love. The 
interesting thing to note in all of this is there doesn’t seem to be middle ground, at least no mention is made 
of it here. 

Now keep in mind who is writing this. Yes, it is inspired by God but God led Solomon to write the book of 
Proverbs. The book is a compilation of wise things from the wisest man to ever walk this earth. If you 
remember, Solomon took over his father David’s kingdom at a young age. Recognizing his own lack of insight 
concerning this weighty responsibility, he asks God for wisdom to govern God’s people properly. God was 
pleased with this request so that not only did God give Solomon wisdom for the task but an abundance of it. 
There was no one wiser. So much so that rulers and nobles traveled from great distances for the chance to 
meet with Solomon in hopes of gleaning some of his wisdom. 

And here we are today, with the blessing of learning from it as well! With that in mind I want to focus on a 
phrase we are given in this selection of verses to get our conversation on wisdom off and running. We are told 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy one IS understanding.” It would 
seem to me we have found the place this conversation must begin at in this phrase. So, what does it have to 
tell us in revealing what it is that wisdom knows? 

 The phrase “fear of the Lord” tends to leave some confused or uncertain at times. But it doesn’t need to be 
that way. One of the simplest ways I have found to grasp what it means is by thinking back to when you were 
younger. Lets say that your parents were leaving the house for a few hours and before they left they said 
“While we are gone we would like you to sweep or vacuum the kitchen floor and pick up and vacuum the 
living room. We will be home around 10.” You look at the clock and it is only 6, you have tons of time to do 
those things later! So, you hop on the computer or turn on the tv thinking you will have plenty of time when 
all of a sudden you hear your parents voices and the door open. A panic comes over you and you look up at 
the clock, 10:05. You know you are in trouble. But, to be clear, you don’t fear your parents. What you fear is 
their authority. You know you have no excuse. You know they are above you and have every right to be mad 
about your disobedience. They have every right because they have shown you such great love in caring for 
you, clothing you and learning from their parents and passing down that knowledge to you, knowledge of 
what it means to be part of a family, the privilege of helping out and the joy that comes from that. 

That scenario could have been very different. You could have done those tasks right away and when they 
came home there would have been zero fear. There would have been absolutely no panic. That respect and 
understanding are still there, but when you have done no wrong, there is no terror just reward, even if that 
reward is something as simple but also as profoundly beautiful as peace at home. 

It is that picture which brings us to what real understanding is, namely, knowledge of the Holy one. It is really 
another way of saying the fear of the Lord because that can only properly be there when we properly know 
our God. It is the understanding that God is God and I am not. The understanding that God is above me, he is 
greater than me and worthy of my complete and total respect. The knowledge that God hates sin, he hates 
mine and he hates yours. That sin makes us guilty and makes us worthy of eternal punishment in hell. It is this 
knowledge which should make us utterly shake in fear for his return. But God sent Jesus, he sent Jesus for us. 
Jesus took our sins from us and gave us his righteousness so when that door handle turns and the door swings 


