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“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”

WELCOME TO CHRIST 

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION

Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a family restroom with a changing station out the sanctuary doors to 

the left and around the corner.

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

www.christcambridge.com                                        Sunday Service 9:00��

Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341     Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com     bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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                   SERVICE OF THE WORD
This liturgy, found on page 38 in the red hymnal, offers the congregation a form of worship 
that focuses on the proclamation of God’s Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with 
prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.

PASTOR’S WELCOME

OPENING HYMN                                      H��� G��, W� P����� Y��� N��� |  #278 

Please Stand.

GATHERING

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you. 

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to 
love and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed 
him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let 
us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve 
to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse 
me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

ABSOLUTION 

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the per-
fect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has re-
moved your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

Gathering and 
confessing our 

sins to our Triune 
God tells us who 
is here and what 
he is here to do. 
The Lord God is 
not in this place 

to plague us with 
loveless laws and 

growing guilt.  He 
is here to fill us 

with forgiveness 
through the good 
news of Jesus. He 

is here to empow-
er us with the 

good news as we 
live in faith.  He is 

here to feed our 
starving souls 

with the food of 
his Word.

L

C

L

C

L

C
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PRAISE & PRAYER
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power of 
the evil one. Fill our hearts with joy and peace as we look with 
hope to that day when every creature in heaven and earth will ac-
claim you King of kings and Lord of lords to your unending praise 
and glory; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

L

What other gift 
could possibly 

give you the 
love of God and 

an eternal 
home in heav-

en? What other 
gift could possi-

ble motivate 
you to follow 

and serve God 
every day? 

None! 
So, we lift up 
our voices in 
joyful praise 
(from Psalm 

34) for the free 
gift of for-

giveness that 
comes through 

Jesus. 

Pay attention 
to this prayer 
as it prepares 

us for the Scrip-
ture readings.  

Ask the Lord to 
use his Word 

on your hearts 
to amend the 

bad and en-
courage the 

good.

L
C



5

FIRST READING Jeremiah 23:2-6
2 Therefore this is what the L���, the God of Israel, says to the shepherds who tend 
my people: “Because you have scattered my flock and driven them away and have 
not bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment on you for the evil you have 
done,” declares the L���. 3 “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all 
the countries where I have driven them and will bring them back to their pasture, 
where they will be fruitful and increase in number. 4 I will place shepherds over 
them who will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any 
be missing,” declares the L���. 
5 “The days are coming,” declares the L���, “when I will raise up for David a right-
eous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. 
6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by 
which he will be called: The L��� Our Righteous Savior. 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                            Psalm 98 | pg. 103 (front of red hymnal)

Our King is worthy of our praise!

SECOND READING Colossians 1:13-20 
13 The Father rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins. 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation, 16 for in 
him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, things seen and unseen, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities; all things have been created 
through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and all things hold together in 
him. 18 He is also the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, so that in all things he might have the highest rank. 19 For God was 
pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile all 

THE WORD
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things to himself (whether things on earth or in heaven) by making peace through 
the blood of his cross.

VERSE OF THE DAY Revelation 22:13
Alleluia. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and 
the End. Alleluia. 

Please stand.

GOSPEL Luke 23:35-43
35 The people stood watching. The rulers were ridiculing him, saying, “He saved 
others. Let him save himself, if this is the Christ of God, the Chosen One!” 36 The 
soldiers also made fun of him. Coming up to him, they offered him sour wine, 
37 saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an in-
scription written above him: “This is the King of the Jews.” 39 One of the criminals 
hanging there was blaspheming him, saying, “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself 
and us!” 40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God, since you are 
under the same condemnation? 41 We are punished justly, for we are receiving 
what we deserve for what we have done, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 Jesus 
said to him, “Amen I tell you: Today you will be with me in paradise.”

The Gospel of our Lord. 

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY N�� U��� U� |  #392

L
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SERMON                                                                                                Jeremiah 23:2-6

Theme: “The Days are Here!”

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the   
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was        
crucified, died,  and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life       
everlasting. Amen.

THANK OFFERING                                  1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and 
throughout the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to par-
ticipate in this offering which supports our ministry.

Another option for giving is through the “Give Plus 
Church” app. Safely and securely make a donation from 
a debit/credit card or checking/savings account.

C
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was, Be-
cause you have taken your great power and have begun to reign.”  That song of 
the saints in heaven is ours, O Lord, as we contemplate who you are and what 
you have done. 
Cause it to be on our lips day by day so that, whenever our eyes take in the tur-
moil that so often seems to be around us, our hearts will be at peace through 
our trust in you.

Lord Jesus, you rule over all things for the benefit of us your people, the holy 
Christian church.
Rule in our hearts through your Word and through your Spirit so that our lives 
may be an unending hymn of praise to you.

You have promised, dear Savior, that your Word of the kingdom will be 
preached in all the world, and then the end will come.
Be with us to strengthen us for sharing your Gospel with others.  Bless the 
ministries of our brothers and sisters in the faith, our fellow congregations 
here in Minnesota, and believers throughout the world that we may speed the 
day of your coming.

It is the start of another week, O Lord, one which will have its share of special 
activities as we set aside a day to give thanks to you for all that you provide.  
Help us to keep everything we do centered in you so that the week may truly 
be a blessing, and not a burden.
Be with all who are traveling to keep them safe so that families will not have 
sorrow replacing their celebrations.

Lord Jesus, you have triumphed.  You have defeated all of our enemies.  Your 
victory is ours.  We, however, don’t always see it that way.
Strengthen our trust in you.  Enable us to live in the victory you give.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Heavenly Father, you have promised that eternal victory is ours through your 
Son whom you have declared to be King of kings and Lord of lords.  In the confi-
dence of that promise we pray to you as Jesus our Savior has taught us: 

C
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LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

HYMN              A�� H��� ��� P���� �� J����’ N��� | #370

PRAYER
O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful peo-
ple. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temp-
tation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

C

L
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THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26
Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one    
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and   give you peace.

 CLOSING HYMN                         J�������� ��� G����� | #728 vv.2-3                     

L



THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | NOV 25—DEC 1 

MONDAY    6:15pm    Confirma on Class 
TUESDAY  12:00pm    Preschool Thanksgiving Lunch 
WEDNESDAY         10:00am    Midweek Bible Study 
     7:00pm    Thanksgiving Service 
THURSDAY        No Preschool 
FRIDAY      No Preschool 
SUNDAY                9:00am    Worship w/ Communion 
   10:00am    Cookies & Coffee 
    10:30am    Bible Class & Sunday School 
   11:45am    Pizza and Church decora ng 
     3:00pm    Advent by Candlelight 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Pastor Sam Biebert 
Contact Informa on  ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com 
        701.471.0341 (cell) 
 

Church Office   763.689.5333 
Webpage   www.christcambridge.com 

Informa on to help you stay connected and get involved! 

“Here am I. Send me!”  Isaiah 6:8   

Ushers: Shawn M., Tom, Barry 
Offering Counters:  Brian K., Paul  
Cookies & Coffee: Anne 
Cleaners: Green, Pawlik  

The December Forward in Christ and the new Medita on 
booklets are available on the entryway table.  Pick one up! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Christmas Poinse as If you are interested in purchasing a Christmas 
poinse a to help decorate the church, please add your name to the 
sign‐up sheet in the Fellowship Hall TODAY. The cost is $7 per plant. 
Please place your payment in the envelope next to the sign‐up sheet. 
  
In Memory A collec on of money was taken among the preschool 
staff and board of educa on and donated to the preschool tui on 
assistance fund in honor of Roy Eugene, the s llborn son of a 
preschool family. This family had received tui on assistance a few 
years ago and are grateful that the money was given to that fund. 
There is a thank you card from the family to everyone posted on the 
bulle n board by the mailboxes.  
 

Christmas for Kids will be Saturday, December 7 from 9:00 – 12:30 
with registra on star ng at 8:45.  Volunteers are needed to help with 
the ac vi es.  Check the sign‐up sheet on the table in the fellowship 
hall to see where your talents can best be used.  
  
Shoe Drive Morgan and Claire Mundt will accept your gently worn, 
used, or new shoes to benefit growing businesses in developing 
countries through December 15. Shoes can be put in the large red 
box inside the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Advent by Candlelight  Ladies, please join us on Sunday, December 1 
at 3:00pm, as we prepare our hearts for the Advent season. Please 
add your name to the sign‐up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.   
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD! SAVE THESE DATES!  
 Christmas Decora ng—Sunday, December 1 @ 11:45am 
 Advent Worship—Wednesday, December 4 @ 6:30pm 
 Christmas for Kids—Saturday, December 7 @ 9:00am 
 Christmas Caroling—Sunday, December 8 @ 11:45am 
 Advent Worship—Wednesday, December 11 @ 6:30pm 
 Children’s Christmas Service—Wed, December 18 @ 6:30pm 
 Christmas Eve Worship—Tuesday, December 24 @ 7:00pm 
 Christmas Worship—Wednesday, December 25 @ 9:00am 



Theme: The Days are Here!                         11-24-19 

I have to admit that I don’t watch a lot of football. That being said, I couldn’t help but hear people talking 
about last week’s Vikings game. Everything looked to be all but over at halftime. I wonder how many people 
shut the game off at half? I wonder how many people wrote them off only to find out that they squeaked out 
a victory? I wonder how many kept the game on but at the same time fully expected the outcome to be a 
negative one? It certainly didn’t seem likely, even at the last moments of the game, despite the comeback, it 
looked as though the victory would still belong to the broncos. But, in the end, as many of you know, the 
Vikings came away with the win. It was a victory that you didn’t expect 

But that was just a game. People’s lives were not at stake. Their earthly joy was never in fear of being robbed. 
In fact, just the reality of the press surrounding the game and the interest in the game shows how blessed we 
are as a country, that we are afforded that great luxury of paying for others to entertain us. This was not the 
case in our lesson. Permit me to give a brief background of our lesson. 

The situation during Jeremiah’s life as a prophet of God was grim to say the least. At this time, the northern 
kingdom of Israel has already been conquered and scattered. A few years before Jeremiah began his ministry, 
Egypt regained their independence and were very interested in controlling the southern kingdom of Judah 
because controlling that area protected Egypt from attackers to the north since they would have to move 
through it to get to Egypt. At the same time, the Babylonians, led by king Nebuchadnezzar was becoming a 
superpower and in a very decisive battle defeated Pharaoh and his allies for control of the middle east. This 
caused Judah and Syria became dependencies of Babylon. Pharaoh, however continued to try, though 
unsuccessfully, to regain control of both Judah and Syria. 

In essence, Judah was caught in the middle and as a kingdom, it was weak and small. But this is not where the 
problems ended. While there was some reform under king Josiah, a good and pious king in Judah, under 
whose reign the Book of the Law was rediscovered, it did not las long. The rest of Judah’s history was marked 
by cruel and greedy rulers who did not walk in the way of their father David. The last king from the line of 
David was Zedekiah. He was forced to witness the execution of his sons and then was blinded and carried 
away in chains to exile. This is the culture and climate that marked the time Jeremiah was given to proclaim 
God’s message. Knowing all of this, let’s listen to our lesson once more and see if it becomes a little more 
meaningful. 

“2 Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says to the shepherds who tend my people: “Because you 
have scattered my flock and driven them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow 
punishment on you for the evil you have done,” declares the LORD. 3 “I myself will gather the remnant of my 
flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and will bring them back to their pasture, where they 
will be fruitful and increase in number. 4 I will place shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no 
longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares the LORD.  
5 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, a King who will 
reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in 
safety. This is the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our Righteous Savior.” 

“‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord”? Yeah right. “I will raise up a King who will reign wisely and do what 
is just and right and Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety”? Umm…might as well close the book or 
turn off the tv because that isn’t happening. Talk about a victory you don’t expect. This is a victory that is just 
not going to happen. Period.  

And if all we had to go on was the end of Jeremiah, well then that is exactly how this would go. It would end 
with captivity, it would end with more and more people being take into exile, a foreign empire in charge and 
the throne of David seemingly empty and completely void of its power. It would end with God’s promises 
being empty and God’s voice as nothing but an echo. 



Does it ever still seem that way today? Our political climate is nothing short of volatile. It seems as though our 
government wants to just bicker amongst itself and the only interest it has towards we the people is that we 
the people join with them in being mad, bitter, and close our ears to any truth, no matter what side it comes 
from, if it doesn’t agree with their agenda. Our world seems out of control with scare tactics concerning who 
we can trust, what we can say, how we can act and even what we can believe. It leverages the news and the 
polls to bend the will of people. It fills our life with fees and laws to make ministry that much more difficult. It 
directs our eyes to things of this world and says we are foolish to view things any other way. Daily we hear of 
persecution that is becoming more and more popular in our own country so that in order to keep what we feel 
to be peace, we just don’t bring up religion or our beliefs. Daily we hear of persecution abroad that silences 
mouths in different and more dangerous ways from outlawing gospel proclamation to even silencing with the 
sword or bullet those who put their trust in Christ as their King. Simply put, it can easily seem like we should 
just be happy and content with what we have and not try to push the limits because what is the likelihood that 
the gospel will win out. 

What about when life isn’t going the way we had hoped or what about when we are nearing the end? What 
about when the devil comes with his voice that sounds so soothing and familiar to the worldly part of us? A 
voice that seems almost friendly as it tells us to look around and to see all the things that make us happy here, 
the things that give us enjoyment here, the things that give us security here. These are the things that matter, 
these are the things that you can see, touch and feel he tells us. How do you know that God’s promises are 
even real? Don’t you want to have fun while you can? Don’t you want to enjoy life during the time you have 
left? What does it matter if you cut loose a little here or there, you only have so many days. Let your children 
be happy, don’t bother them with church, they don’t enjoy it anyway they could be having so much more fun 
doing other things. Yes, it sounds good to hear him out because the days are coming when the heart no longer 
beats and all that is left is an empty seat. It sounds good because it seems like I can control my life and my 
happiness and Christ’s victory and his reign seems far away at best and unlikely at worst. 

But, “the days are coming” was the promise of God. And that phrase is what causes us to depart from our 
lesson and page forward in the word of our God. In fact, that phrase is what brings us to our gospel lesson for 
today. It brings us to what, again, looks like certain defeat, to what looks like anything but a victory. But in that 
lesson we don’t just hear an inspiring halftime speech encouraging and motivating a rally from the troops. No. 
In that lesson we hear Christ speaking to us as our King. We hear Christ speaking as the one who never 
stopped ruling and reigning. We hear Christ speaking as one who never will stop reigning. We hear our king 
make proclamations which show him to be in complete control, proclamations which show the most unlikely 
of victories. We hear Satan’s skull being cracked and his power being deflated. We hear our King render death 
harmless. We hear our King proclaim the things this world has to offer worthless. We hear sins curse replaced 
with the promise of our righteousness. We hear an edict from our King that roared and roars through all of 
time as he swings his battle sword with one last conquering blow and brings his promise of “the days are 
coming” to fulfillment. He gives the promise of life to a man who struggled over his sin but found victory in 
that struggle through his King and life in his Kingdom. Because Christ’s proclamation of “It is finished!” as he 
hung there on the cross sounded a little different to Jeremiah, just as it sounds a little different to you and I 
this morning. For what was meant by those beautiful words was “The days are here.” I am the righteous 
branch of David. I am and will forever reign wisely and I will forever do what is just and right. I am your safety. 
I am your peace. I am your righteousness. I am your Savior. I, Christ, am your King.  

That is your assurance every single day. That is your assurance as you begin each day. That is our assurance as 
we press on in service to the one who went to battle for us, the one who rules and reigns for us, the one who 
cares and tends us, the one who is always just and right. The victory was never in question. It was promised 
from the very beginning. The days are here! All praise be to our King. Amen. 


