
1

Sunday 

Oct 6th,  

2019 



2

“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”

WELCOME TO CHRIST 

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION

Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a family restroom with a changing station out the sanctuary doors to 

the left and around the corner.

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

www.christcambridge.com                                        Sunday Service 9:00��

Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341     Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com     bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN                                          S�� �� G��, E������ S����� | #492

Please Stand.

GATHERING

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

(spoken) And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him 
with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us 
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sin-
ful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, 
and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what 
is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and 
in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has  
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

(spoken) Amen.

SERVICE of WORD & SACRAMENT
You can follow along with this service order on page 26 in the front of the red hymnal.

This time with 
one another is 
also time with 

our Triune God, 
who feeds us in 

Word and        
Sacrament.

God sees our   
entire life, so 

there is no reason 
to keep anything 

hidden before 
him.  Instead, we 

confess our sins 
trusting the love 
and forgiveness 

of Christ.

In the absolution, 
God speaks 

through the  pas-
tor to assure us 
of his unlimited       

forgiveness 
through Christ.

C

L

L

C

L
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Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie Eleison

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your 
gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love 

and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every 

evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who 

offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and 

keep us in your tender care:

Kyrie Eleison is 
Greek for “Lord, 
have mercy.”  It 
is an expression 
of faith used in 
worship since 
the time of the 
New Testament 
Church.  

L

L

L

L
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The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is  worthy of praise.

SONG OF PRAISE O Lord, Our Lord

L

Jesus said 
that  the    
angels in  

heaven      
rejoice over 

one sinner 
who repents.       

In response to 
God’s grace 
given in the 

absolution of 
all our sins,   
the church 
sings joyful 

words of 
praise and 
glory, also 

called a          
doxology.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and fol-
low after us that, loving you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for 
every good and useful work; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. 

Please be seated.

L

C
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THE WORD
FIRST READING Exodus 32:7-14
7 Then the L��� said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom 
you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 8 They have been quick to 
turn away from what I commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast 
in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have 
said, ‘These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’ 9 “I have 
seen these people,” the L��� said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people. 
10 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may 
destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.” 11 But Moses sought the 
favor of the L��� his God. “L���,” he said, “why should your anger burn against 
your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty 
hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought 
them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the 
earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your peo-
ple. 13 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore 
by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the 
sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be 
their inheritance forever.’” 14 Then the L��� relented and did not bring on his 
people the disaster he had threatened.

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 103 | pg. 105
We will sing antiphonally. The lectern side will sing first half and the pulpit side will sing 
the second half of each verse. We will join in the refrain and the bold “Glory be”.

SECOND READING 1 Timothy 1:12-17
12 I give thanks to the one who empowered me, namely, Christ Jesus our Lord, 
that he treated me as trustworthy, appointing me into his ministry. 13 He did this 
even though formerly I was a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a violent man. But I 
was shown mercy, because I acted ignorantly in unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord 
overflowed on me along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 This 
saying is trustworthy and worthy of full acceptance: “Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners,” of whom I am the worst. 16 But I was shown mercy for 
this reason: that in me, the worst sinner, Christ Jesus might demonstrate his un-
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limited patience as an example for those who are going to believe in him, resulting 
in eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal, to the immortal, invisible, only God, be 
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

VERSE OF THE DAY Romans 15:4
Alleluia. Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that 
through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
Alleluia. 

Please stand.

GOSPEL Luke 15:1-10
All the tax collectors and sinners were coming to Jesus to hear him. 2 But the Phari-
sees and the experts in the law were complaining, “This man welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.” 3 He told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, if you had one 
hundred sheep and lost one of them, would not leave the ninety-nine in the wilder-
ness and go after the one that was lost until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he 
joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls together his friends 
and his neighbors, telling them, ‘Rejoice with me, because I have found my lost 
sheep!’ 7 I tell you, in the same way there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who do not need to repent. 
8 “Or what woman who has ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, would not light a 
lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds 
it, she calls together her friends and neighbors and says, ‘Rejoice with me, because I 
have found the lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence 
of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

The Gospel of our Lord. 

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY J���� S������ D��� R������ | #304

L
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SERMON Exodus 32:7-14

               Theme: Relentless Recovery

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and   earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one be-

ing with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us 

and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incar-

nate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 

human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius      Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 

again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended   into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

and glorified, who has  spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy  

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the for-

giveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen.

C
A creed is a 

statement of 
faith.  Creed 

comes from the 
Latin “credo,” 

which means “I 
believe.”  The 

faith God gave 
us willingly,  

publicly, and 
regularly        

confesses the 
triune God as 

Lord and Savior.
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THANK OFFERING                                               1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8       
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and 
throughout the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to partici-
pate in this offering which supports our ministry.

Another option for giving is through the “Give Plus 
Church” app. Safely and securely make a donation from a 
debit/credit card or checking/savings account.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord God, heavenly Father, we rejoice in your mercy and love.  We thank you for 
the comfort of knowing that you are a God who seeks us out, who is forgiving to 
a level that is beyond our comprehension, who wants us as his own.   
Strengthen our faith in you so that we do not stray from your paths.  When we 
are burdened with guilt, remind us that Jesus has fully atoned for our sins and 
that you have declared us to be your redeemed children. 

Lord Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd who seeks out both those who have 
never known you and those who have wandered from your pastures.
Fill us with your love so that we, like you, gladly and willingly take the message 
of law and gospel to those who haven’t heard it and work to bring back to your 
fold those who have drifted away.

O Holy Spirit, the angels in heaven rejoice over one sinner who repents.  Give us 
that same joy over those who turn from their sins and believe in Jesus as their 
Savior.  Preserve us from the sinful attitude which regards some people as be-
yond redemption.
Work in our hearts so that we continue to support richly with our time, our tal-
ents, and our treasure the mission of the church to take the Gospel of salvation 
to all the world.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings you have poured out on us in the past 
week.  You have supplied all that we need for body and life.  You have blessed 
the labors of our hands.  You have let us find joy in the beauty of the created 
world around us.
Be with us in the week ahead.  Let your smile be on all that we do and enable us 
to do everything in our lives to your glory.

L

C

L

C

L

C

L

C
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While we, O Lord, have enjoyed your blessings, many others are facing chal-
lenges: farmers in our country who are unable to harvest their crops because 
of weather; residents of the Bahamas who are recovering from the recent hur-
ricane that struck the islands; citizens of Puerto Rico who are still trying to re-
build three years after their island was devastated by a similar storm.
Keep our eyes open to the needs of others.  Enable us to help those we can 
and continue to pray for those who are beyond our ability to help directly.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Lord God, you are able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine.  
We know that you hear all of our prayers.  Enable us to find peace in the an-
swers you give.  We ask it in the name of Jesus who has taught us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
(sings) And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts.
(sings) We lift them up to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
(sings) It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love 
he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He sends the 
Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us when we are 
weak. Now have come the salvation and the kingdom of our God and the au-
thority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise 
and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

L

L

L

C

C

L

L

C

C

L

This familiar and 
ancient worship 

greeting begins the 
Sacrament section 
with the joyful as-

surance of our 
Lord’s powerful         

presence.L

C
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                           1 Corinthians 11:23-25
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Recorded for us in 
Isaiah 6:4, angels 
sing, “Holy, holy, 

holy is the Lord 
Almighty,” in the 

presence of the 
Triune God. The 

Church sings the 
same song in 

preparation for 
His Supper,    

faithfully          
confessing the 

Lord’s true     
presence in the 

Sacrament.

Pastor speaks 
these words as 
the Lord Jesus 
did for his holy 
supper. This is 

the Lord’s        
miraculous meal 

for our             
spiritual         

nourishment.

L



13

LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
God tells us in the Bible that his Supper is for sinners who are accurately instructed in his 
word, who examine themselves by living in repentance, and who recognize the miraculous 
real presence of Jesus’ body and blood. It is our joy and honor to use God’s Hoy Word.  
Therefore, we invite only current members of Christ, (and those from sister WELS and ELS 
congregations) come forward to receive the Sacrament at the direction of the ushers. If 
you have  questions, please speak with Pastor before taking part in the sacrament. He wel-
comes the chance to study what God says with you. And thanks so much for honoring 
God’s Word in this manner.
 One option for preparation is available in the red hymnal on page 156.

During the distribution the congregation is invited to sing the following hymn:

COMMUNION HYMN(s)                       #384, 313

John the 
Baptist saw 

Jesus and 
said, “Look 

the Lamb of 
God who 

takes away 
the sin of 

the world.”
John 1:29
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When the distribution is completed, Pastor invites the congregation to stand and sing:

Song of Praise Thank the Lord

PRAYER:
Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 
here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of 
your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his 
true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a 
new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

We thank the 
Lord  after this 
holy supper in 

much the 
same way that 

we thank him 
after we eat 

our meals. He 
provides us 

with what our 
bodies and 

souls need to    
remain strong    
physically and           

spiritually.

L
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THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one anoth-
er. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN:                                                                    T��� I� M� W���  | #497



This is how 
God has 

blessed his 
people since 

the time of 
Moses (for 

about 4,000 
years). These 

are the final 
words in 

worship as 
we depart to 

serve with 
God’s peace 
and power.

L



THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | OCTOBER 7—OCTOBER 13 

MONDAY    6:15pm  Confirma�on Class 

TUESDAY    5:00pm  Outreach Mee�ng 

    7:00pm  Midweek Worship 

WEDNESDAY         10:00am  Midweek Bible Study 

THURSDAY    4:30pm  Preschool at Springborn’s Farm 

SATURDAY    9:00am  Cra� & Baking Day 

SUNDAY               9:00am  Worship w/ Communion 

  10:00am  Cookies & Coffee 

   10:30am  Bible Class & Sunday School 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Pastor Sam Biebert 
Contact Informa�on  ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com 
    701.471.0341 (cell) 
 

Church Office   763.689.5333 
Webpage   www.christcambridge.com 

Informa�on to help you stay connected and get involved! 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Pastor Sam Biebert 
Contact Informa�on  ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com 
    701.471.0341 (cell) 
 

Church Office   763.689.5333 
Webpage   www.christcambridge.com 

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | OCTOBER 7—OCTOBER 13 

Uncommon Loon Join us TODAY at noon for fellowship �me, fun, and 
football at Uncommon Loon (10825 Lake Blvd., Chisago City). Watch 
the game, get a tour, and enjoy food and beverages. 
 

Senior Lunch & Bingo Join us on Thursday, October 17 at noon! 

FELLOWSHIP NEWS 

Informa�on to help you stay connected and get involved! 

“Here am I. Send me!”  Isaiah 6:8   

Ushers: Harlan G., Mar�n G., Roger H. 
Cookies & Coffee:  Rose 
Offering Counters: Barry, Brian M.  
Cleaners: Gallus, Anderson, Weissenfluh 
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SUNDAY               9:00am  Worship w/ Communion 

  10:00am  Cookies & Coffee 

   10:30am  Bible Class & Sunday School 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LWMS Fall Circuit Rally Join the St. Croix Circuit TODAY at 2:00pm at 
Redeemer Lutheran Church (9200 Elm Creek Blvd. N, Maple Grove). 
Pastor Jud Krohn and his wife Barb will present on The Thailand 
Mission.  A light meal will be served following the rally at about 
4:30pm. Thai cra�s will also be available for purchase. 
 

Cra� & Baking Day In prepara�on for our Fall Bazaar, the Women of 
Christ are invited to join at church on Saturday, October 12 at 9:00am 
to assemble gi� items and baked goods to be sold. Please sign up for 
ingredients that you can contribute to these items! The sign-up sheet 
is on the long table in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Youth Ou�ng Our youth (2nd grade and up) are invited to par�cipate 
in a wonderful event at Feed My Starving Children on Saturday, 
October 26. We will package meals and then enjoy lunch at Pizza 
Ranch following. Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall! Contact Sean 
Brown for more informa�on. 
 

Fall Bazaar The Women of Christ are hos�ng the their Fall Bazaar on 
Sunday, October 13 and October 20. Plan to purchase baked goods, 
cra�s, and gi� items to support our missions. 
 

Women of Christ—Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 Saturday, October 12 @ 9:00am—Cra�/Baking Day at Christ 
 Sunday, October 13 & 20—Fall Bazaar 
 Sunday, December 1—Advent by Candlelight 

Pumpkin Picking  The Springborns will host a Pumpkin Picking ou�ng 
for the Preschool children and families on Thursday, October 10 at 
4:30pm. We need 4 volunteers to help out with this fun event! Please 
contact Grace Springborn if you are available to help.  
 

Thanksgiving Lunch Once again, Building Blocks will host a 
Thanksgiving Lunch for our Preschoolers and families. Our lunch will 
take place on Tuesday, November 26. We are in need of 4 volunteers 
to help prepare, serve, and clean-up for this important event. Please 
contact Cliss Loescher if you are able to give of your �me! 
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Theme: “Relentless Recovery”                                         10-6-2019 

You could say that God is relentless in keeping his promises in spite of the best efforts of sinners. We see that 
from the very first sin up until this point. Adam and Eve had it perfect, literally, and upon ruining what they 
had with the first sin, God made them and all people, the promise of restoration through Jesus. In the time 
following that the world became deeply wicked to the point that it grieved God he had made humankind. But 
God was relentless to the point that he planned for Noah and his family to be saved from falling away in the 
very waters he sent to cleanse the wickedness of this earth. And we could go into great detail how lessons still 
were not learned and how God’s commands still were not heeded. But God kept to his promise and used 
Abraham to be the poster child for why God’s promises can always be trusted. He kept that promise alive 
through Isaac, then Israel. He orchestrates his dedication to his promise clearly throughout the events of 
Joseph’s life. Years after Joseph God raises up Moses and through him, he continues his acts of promise 
keeping leading them to the promised land. Though this is really just a snapshot of God working through 
history to keep is promise and only a small portion of it at that, it still becomes clear how serious God is about 
his promises. He constantly uses people and their positions in life to carry out his ultimate purpose. 

But now we come to our lesson and it seems as though we have almost a different God in our lesson today. It 
seems like we see God talking and acting differently to Moses than he has in the past. To a certain degree, his 
language and proposed action is almost pre-flood, giving this idea of starting over with a very small selection 
of people, specifically, with Moses himself.  

This can be a difficult section to understand and to place into the context of who God is and additionally, what 
the will of God looks like. But understanding the context of our lesson and placing that into the greater 
context of God’s Word, I pray we come to a God pleasing place that looks at how relentless God is in 
recovering each of us from the hands of sin as well as how God desires leaders of his people to mirror that 
same desire of God. As we do this, lets refresh our minds with the Word of God from Exodus 32 once more: 

7 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have 
become corrupt. 8 They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and have made 
themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, 
‘These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’ 9 “I have seen these people,” the LORD said to 
Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people. 10 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them 
and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.” 11 But Moses sought the favor of 
the LORD his God. “LORD,” he said, “why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of 
Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he 
brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your 
fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and 
Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky 
and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’” 14 Then 
the LORD relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened. 

Did you hear how God addressed the Israelites? They were Moses’ people, not God’s. They were the people 
Moses had brought out of Egypt, not those whom God had rescued. He addresses them as these people and 
not his own and he calls them stiff-necked. They have turned away from God and are in active resistance 
towards God himself. But worst of all God tells Moses to leave him alone because he is going to come down 
hard on the Israelites. He is going to let his almighty and righteous anger burn against them until they are 
destroyed. 

But God has to keep someone around because he promised Abraham a Savior through his line, he can’t 
destroy everyone. So, God’s solution? Turn Moses into the father of all and make Moses’ family into the great 
nation from whom the Savior would come.  



This had to have been at least a little appealing to Moses one would think. Think of all the frustration this has 
caused Moses up until this point. Leading the people out of Egypt didn’t really even appeal to him in the first 
place let alone all of the responsibility it put on him since then. He was in charge of leading tens of thousands 
of adults along with women and children and all of their flocks through the desert. They were constantly in 
need of food, water and graze. There was constant grumbling he had to deal with. In addition, he was in 
charge so that meant all the big problems came to him along the way. And this could all be over, it could all be 
done. To say this test from God would have been an easy one to succumb to is an understatement to say the 
least. 

But here, we get a neat look into how Moses faith has grown since the burning bush. He calls out to the great I 
AM and holds him accountable to what he had promised, to who he is and to what he had already done for, 
not Moses’ people, but for his own. “Why should your anger burn against YOUR people, whom YOU brought 
out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do no bring disaster 
on YOUR people. Remember YOUR servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: ‘I 
will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I 
promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.” 

In short, Moses calls upon God to be God particularly in respect to the fact that he knows who God is and he 
knows how relentless God is in calling his people to repentance. He has seen that first hand, he has had to 
learn that first hand.  

Moses knew he was tasked with being the mediator between the people and God. In fact, that very thing is 
what he was currently doing. He was on the mountain receiving God’s Holy Law because the people could not 
stand to hear the voice of God. But he also knew a greater mediator was coming, the one promised by God 
through these very people he was leading. It is the mediator pointed to by Isaiah in chapter 53 “Therefore I 
will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out 
his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made 
intercession for the transgressors.” Hebrews 7 gives us this same truth as well saying, “Therefore he is able to 
save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.” This 
mediator is Jesus who relentlessly sought out not just your forgiveness but the forgiveness of all in his march 
to the cross and his death there as the Father let the full magnitude of his anger burn against Jesus for the sins 
of the world. This mediator is Jesus who conquered death so that you and I never need to doubt our 
declaration of not guilty before our Father in heaven. 

It is this truth that we rejoice in still today, the truth that God loves seeking the lost and the truth that he loves 
us doing the same thing. He loves us being bold in how we go to him concerning those who have lost their way 
or those who have never known the way. He loves it so much and, as we are reminded in our gospel lesson, 
there is great rejoicing in heaven when repentance over sin takes place, even if it is just one person.  

Brother’s and sisters in Christ, may that passion continue with us still today. May a knowledge of our God’s 
love for the lost and a knowledge of the patience of our God over not just other but even us and our daily sin, 
compel us in seeking the lost. May it bring about a love for others like that of Moses. May the reminder that 
God died for all be brought back to God in bold prayer asking God to be God and to continue to show his love 
and work powerfully through his word to lead others to repentance. May we ask God to continue his passion 
both in us as well as others to be relentless in seeking our recovery from sin to safety in his everlasting arms. 
Amen. 

 

  

 


