
Theme: The Master Will Return                            11-10-19 

Not terribly long ago, I was given a knife. It was really a wonderful gift and it meant a lot to me both because it 
was a quality knife but also because I really respected and appreciated the person who gave it to me. Some 
where along the way I misplaced it and still to this day it bothers me. There are many reasons that I am 
bothered by that but one of them is because if that person were to visit and ask where that knife was or to 
look at it I would have to shamefully say I don’t know. Now I could do my best to try and explain how 
appreciative I was for that gift and how sorry I am over losing it but the fact remains, I lost it. Simply put, I was 
careless, if only once, with that gift and no matter how much I said contrary to that my actions still show that I 
could have treated the gift given to me better. I could have taken better care of it. There is a part of my 
actions that say I didn’t value that gift very much. 

Although the analogy does not carry over perfectly to our lesson today, I think it shows a valid point. Our 
Master, Jesus, has given us something far more precious and he will also return. What will he find when he 
does? Before we answer that though we need to understand our master. Just like myself who values that 
individual for many, many reasons because I know him, understand him, and recognize the importance of the 
gift given because of who he was, we need to know our master Jesus. We need to understand him and we 
have to know why we should live for him while he is away so that we know what to expect when he returns. 
Why do we have to know this? Because The master will return. 

How might we understand Jesus, our master, though? Well God gives us the answer to that in his word. God’s 
word is written so that we might know our Savior Jesus. Our lesson this morning is a wonderful one that gives 
us exactly what we need, insight into our master. So, let’s take a look. 

Jesus is talking about the kingdom of God. This is very clear because of the first verse, “As they heard these 
things, he proceeded to tell a parable, because he was near to Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the 
kingdom of God was to appear immediately. He said therefore,” Jesus goes on give a parable to explain to 
these Jews information about himself and when he actually was coming again. 

This parable talks exactly about the time we live in. The king or nobleman is Jesus and the parable talks 
directly about the time we are in now because it is addressing the time frame from when he leaves to when he 
returns. It is addressing our lives and how we live them with what he has given us. It talks about answering 
God concerning how we have handled what he has given us. 

We see very clearly he gives a large trust to ten of his servants. A mina would have been about 100 day’s 
wages. So what he entrusts them with is of great worth. To figure out what this is that he has entrusted us 
with while he is away is fairly simple to figure out. When he physically left this world he entrusted the disciples 
with one thing. The Gospel. This is something of great worth. This is something that he has entrusted us, his 
servants with while he is away. 

You see to understand our master we need to understand the importance of the gospel. The gospel is his most 
precious possession, and this is what he has given to us. This fact is clear when we see all that God has done. 
He created the very world we live in. He created it perfect and then he created the crown jewel…people. He 
created us to be like him perfect, he loved us more than we can even comprehend. So much so that when we 
completely disowned him, ignored him and his commands he left the perfection of heaven to fix the problem 
we made. He literally went through hell for the people he created so that we might be perfect again. But the 
only way that this perfection can become ours is through this gospel. 

This is why it is so important this is why this gospel is so valuable for him. While we wait for him to return he 
has entrusted this with us. This gospel is so very important and he wants us to treat it that way. He does not 



want us to be selfish with it. To hear it and do nothing with it. He does not want to despise it. He wants us to 
treasure it and share it. 

Knowing how passionately our master feels about the gospel this helps us to see his disappointment in the 
servants who do not care about his gospel. To see these people, we don’t need to look very far. Do we ever 
wonder why there are so many different churches out there? Do we ever wonder what is the difference? The 
difference is that there are those who treasure the gospel and those who don’t. There are those who change 
the gospel to suit themselves, there are those who are enemies of our master, there are also those who 
selfishly take the gospel and then sit on it…and do nothing. 

But we don’t even need to look that far, what about us? How do we treat the gospel? Do we treat it as 
precious as it is or do we often times take it for granted? Our master will return and when we understand him, 
when we understand what he thinks of the gospel, when we see all that he went through to make sure we 
were perfect again in his sight, that our sinfulness was paid for, we cannot help but realize that often we are 
guilty of not treating it as we should.  

Yes our master will return and in order to be ready for him to come back we need to understand him and 
understand how valuable the gospel is. Our master will return but unlike myself who is fearful of answering for 
my actions of carelessness because of what it suggests about me and my appreciation for that gift, we live 
differently because we live our lives in the gospel. 

In the parable there were also those who took the treasure given them and put it to good use.  They took 
what was given to them and turned it into more. So often I think we forget part of the reason behind the point 
of having a congregation, the point of having a synod. It is to do the very thing Jesus praises the servants for. 
Just as a rope is stronger with more strands so also we can do more with more people. What one can do two 
can do more. What two can do three can do better. Together we can be more effective spreading and sharing 
the gospel. Together we can be more effective with our dollars to spread the gospel to more and more ears. 
What is the point behind this building? Is it to have a place to meet? Is it to keep around so that we can keep 
around because our family helped build it? Or is to have a place to proclaim the gospel? To have a place to 
grow in our faith, to praise our God for the faith in the gospel message he has worked in our hearts? To have a 
place to remain faithful with and show our appreciation for the great treasure he has given us?  

Obviously when we really look at it we know the former to be true. We know Jesus will return and we have 
been faithful with the trust he has given us. The devil does his best to try and divert our attention from this. 
He does his best to try and make us more concerned with life and more concerned with the rest of the world 
that does not treasure the gift of the gospel. But we know our master. We know he will return and we know 
what he holds as valuable. 

We know that because in his absolute mercy he has worked faith in your heart. By the grace of God may we 
treasure that gift and may we use the gospel that he has entrusted to us to reach more and more. May we use 
the gospel he has entrusted to us to grow in our faith. May we use the gospel to teach to our children and may 
we rejoice in the fact that we are not alone in this but working together are spreading the gospel. 

Our Savior will return and when he does, we know what to expect. Through faith we do not need to fear that 
day but rather the exact opposite. We look forward to that day. Because on that day we will get what we have 
coming. Through faith worked in us in the gospel we spend each day treasuring the gospel message he has left 
us with. We spend each day being faithful and spreading that message. We spend each day growing in the 
strength that gospel message gives us. Because when he returns we will understand him and understanding 
him we will know we have nothing to fear but rather will rejoice in hearing him tell us well done good and 
faithful servant. Our master will return, praise God for that! Amen.


