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Results. We look for them an awful lot don’t we. We look for them so that we can make decisions based on 
them. We use our reason to anticipate desired results and eventually, after enough experience, data, and past 
results, we can just about anticipate what we think will happen in a given situation. But there is always the 
unexpected isn’t there? There are the situations where results just seem to happen, and we are left 
wondering how or why? Usually when things like that happen, the unexpected, it comes from something 
outside of our control. It comes from something we never could have considered or something that we 
couldn’t plan for, something that is just simply beyond our power to foresee…or at least that is what we would 
think. 

What if I were to tell you that you could? What if I were to say that those things that happen that we just 
wouldn’t expect or those results that seem to come from some unknown can be known and can be planned 
for, more than that even, they can be expected? You would probably say or at the very least think, “yah right 
or prove it.” And I wouldn’t expect anything less from you. A person can’t just make an outlandish claim like 
that and expect to be blindly believed.  

That thought is what brings us to our lesson today. For the sake of time, we will focus mainly on the second 
half of our lesson, specifically verses 10-19. There, we see a real life example of resurrection results, results 
that challenge normal human reason. Results that we need to see. Results that we need to understand and 
results which are no different than the power the resurrection truth has worked in our own lives. 

10 There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias!” He answered, 
“Here I am, Lord.” 11 The Lord told him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas 
ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul. In fact, at this very moment he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a 
man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he can regain his sight.” 13 Ananias answered, 
“Lord, I have heard from many people about this man and how much harm he did to your saints in 
Jerusalem. 14 And he has authority here from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 15 The Lord 
said to him, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the 
people of Israel. 16 Indeed, I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.” 17 Ananias left and entered 
the house. Laying his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, whom you saw on your way here, 
has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately something like scales 
fell from his eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized. 19 And after taking some food, he 
regained his strength. 

Quickly, who is this Saul? Saul is first introduced to us in chapter seven of Acts. There, he is acting as a 

cheerleader at the stoning of Stephen. Then in chapter eight we see Saul described as one whose mission was 

simple; it was to go about the job of destroying the church. He would go from house to house dragging off 

men and women and throwing them in prison. Finally, we come to him again at the beginning of our lesson in 

chapter nine, still breather out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He was as against Christ and 

Christians, for that matter, as a person could be from a human perspective. 

At this point, Saul’s reputation was famous. We see that fact in Ananias’s response to God in verse 13 of our 

lesson. There was just simply no way this man could be converted. There was just simply no way that he could 

ever believe, after all, his mission in life was to go about the work of destroying Christians. According to 

Ananias’ reason this did not just seem unlikely, but it seemed like God had it all wrong. It seemed like God 

needed to think more logically and more reasonably. 

But the power of the resurrected Christ was changing all of that. In fact, this one-time Christian destroyer and 

murderer was about to be God’s “chosen instrument to carry his name before the Gentiles and kings and the 

people of Israel.” Seemed unlikely, yes. But it was no more unlikely than Jesus rising from the dead. It was no 



more unlikely than perfectly fulfilling a promise made at the creation of the world to crush the head of Satan. 

So Ananias went and the rest is history. Saul would become Paul and he would be exactly what God had 

promised of him. God would in fact show him exactly what he said he would and Paul’s passion through it all 

would no longer be the persecution of Christians, but it would be spreading the name of the resurrected Christ 

to all who gave him the opportunity. Paul, formerly known as Saul, is a prime example of resurrection results. 

Now you may be thinking, yeah but what about the first part of our lesson? The blinding light? The voice from 

heaven? This is far too different of a scenario to apply to me, to us, or even to our ministry here. And to a 

point, yes. You are right. God had a very special plan for Paul and it was definitely a special scenario. But to 

use that as a sort of write off to the many lessons God is teaching us here would be silliness. 

How many of us have ever had thoughts similar to Ananias? They are not worth my time God. They will never 

listen God. They would be just to hard to convert God. Your Word doesn’t work God, we need to add a little 

flare to it. Your command to go into all the world is good, but just not to those types of people God. It is a little 

reminiscent of Moses isn’t it? I am not a good enough speaker God. The people won’t listen to me God. Send 

someone else God. It is a little reminiscent of the disciples too. You are going to die and then rise again on the 

third day? Never God! I am going to betray you? Even if I have to die, I would never do that Lord. 

We can all become very good at applying our own, and useful in many, many cases I might add, reason to a lot 

of the promises God makes. We can weigh the odds and think never, no God that just won’t work. And the 

fact of the matter is, it is often at those times when God does the exact opposite of what we would think. Rise 

from the dead? Impossible, yet God accomplishes it. Spread the gospel to the edges of the earth starting in 

Jerusalem and with a band of people who denied even knowing Christ, deserted him, doubted the 

resurrection or even were actively persecuting Christians? Unlikely. Working through time and people through 

his same mighty word giving you parents, spouses, Sunday school teachers, preschool teachers, friends, 

neighbors, co-workers, or pastors so that completely by God’s grace you would be here today, hearing and 

believing God’s promises to you confident in your own resurrection one day because your God, who has 

conquered death, has made that promise to you? Unlikely is not the word…better would be an act of God. The 

fact that a small mission congregation would grow, be able to build a church, a beautiful one at that, start a 

preschool, a blessed one that has reached and touched hundreds of families and probably still more hundreds 

that have interacted with those families, defies human reason. And yet still, it is so easy to doubt him, so easy 

to question him, so easy for us to think it is not all in the hands of our mighty, death conquering God but that 

it all rests in our own two hands…It is very safe to say Paul would disagree. 

Now before I lose anyone, or before any thoughts of yah but we are supposed to be smart about what God 

gives us or before anyone thinks I am talking directly to them, please know you are right. That same powerful 

God tells us to use the minds he has given us. That same powerful God choses to work so often through 

natural human means. But just because there is no blinding light from heaven, no voice booming from the sky 

does not mean that exact same powerful God is not still in control because he is. He is active right here, right 

now through his powerful word and through his blessed sacraments. He is powerful right now in your hearts 

and he is powerful right now richly watching and guiding and blessing all things including this congregation. 

The resurrection results are still alive and well. They are still taking Saul’s and turning them into Paul’s. I pray 

we never forget that. I pray we grab on tightly to our living God always. I pray we wrestle with him in prayer, 

demanding his unreasonable blessings. I pray we pour over his word and hear him flood our ears with his 

mercy and I pray that through all of that we always know and see the completely amazing, senselessly 

abundant, results that our Resurrected Lord continues to drench us with. Amen. 

 


