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Have you ever seen a person change dramatically? Maybe, they lost some weight and, encouraged by the 
results, completely changed their lifestyle and kept it off. Maybe a big life event happened that caused a 
person to see things differently and completely changed the way they went about doing things and became 
more responsible. Maybe a person received a large inheritance or won the lottery and now they went from 
pinching every penny to living an extravagant lifestyle. Regardless of how the change happened or what the 
change looks like, often times a change comes from a real experience in their lives that they have seen or been 
affected by that brings this change about. 

Today, in our lesson from Acts, we see such a change. It is a very different set of disciples we are used to 
seeing. Very different from the disciples we saw in the garden of Gethsemane, very different from the Peter 
we saw in the courtyard while Jesus was on trial and very different from these same disciples we saw behind 
locked doors, afraid for their lives, in our Gospel lesson. What brought about this boldness? What brought 
about this change? 

But our vision this morning is not just going to be directed at them, but by looking at their change, I pray it will 
naturally lead us to look at ourselves and see a change or difference in our own hearts. How though? Isn’t our 
situation very much different from that of the apostles? Certainly, we have not experienced a change 
comparable to theirs or even on the same level, have we? Yet, as we turn back to our lesson from Acts this 
morning, I pray we may witness the resurrection difference just as the disciples did, both through the eyes of 
faith but also through how we witness that faith. Our lesson from Acts 5 once more: 

12 Many signs and wonders were done among the people through the hands of the apostles. With one mind, 
they all continued meeting in Solomon’s Colonnade.  17 The high priest rose up, along with his associates (that 
is, the party of the Sadducees), because they were filled with envy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them 
in the public prison. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the prison, brought them 
out, and said, 20 “Go, stand in the temple and keep on telling the people the whole message about this 
life.” 21 After they heard this, they entered the temple courts at daybreak and began to teach. When the high 
priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin (that is, the whole council of elders of the 
people of Israel). Then they sent orders to the jail to have the apostles brought in. 22 But when the officers 
arrived, they did not find them in the prison. They returned and reported, 23 “We found the prison securely 
locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them, we found no one inside!” 24 When 
the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests heard these words, they were puzzled about them, 
wondering what could have happened. 25 Then someone came and reported to them, “Look! The men you put 
in prison are standing in the temple courts and teaching the people.” 26 Then the captain went with the 
officers and brought the apostles in without force, because they were afraid that the people might stone 
them. 27 After they brought them in, they had them stand before the Sanhedrin. The high priest asked 
them, 28 “Did we not give you strict orders not to teach in this name? Look, you have filled Jerusalem with your 
teaching, and you are determined to bring this man’s blood down on us!” 29 But Peter and the apostles replied, 
“We must obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you arrested and killed by 
hanging him on a cross. 31 God exalted him to his right hand as Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel 
and the forgiveness of sins. 32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given 
to those who obey him.” 

 Our lesson comes from the book of Acts which is really an in-depth look at the beginning of the Christian 
church following the ascension of Christ back to Heaven. Maybe more clearly than any other book, it shows us 
the powerful affect Christ’s resurrection had on the apostles. What would account for this change from 
disciples who were so fickle, so quick to see something else as more important or more meaningful? Simply 
put, it was because they witnessed the risen Christ. They watched him die, some even helped carry him to the 
grave. They knew he was dead and then they saw him alive. And it was not just once or twice, they saw him 



multiple times, they ate with him, they placed their hands in the nail and spear holes. Jesus made sure there 
was absolutely zero doubt in their minds concerning what he had accomplished and done for them. On top of 
that it was not just a few people, he showed himself for 40 days following his resurrection to multiple people 
at multiple times, in fact at one time showing himself to more than 500 at the same time. This is the certainty 
they knew, certainty that washed away all doubts, certainty that allowed them to face opposition to the 
message of Christ and him crucified boldly. They knew what their Savior had done, and they knew the power 
they had in him. 

This change was brought about by what they had witnessed with their own eyes and because of what they 
had seen and because of what they knew this power of Christ also meant for them they were no longer afraid. 
They had no fear witnessing to the same people they once hid from. They had no fear facing the same people 
who crucified Jesus with the same message which got Jesus crucified. They had no fear because they knew the 
one who was for them was greater than any who could be against them. Certainly, we see a massive change 
but it is clear that this massive change in how they witnessed to others was brought about by the real and 
powerfully life-altering and peace-giving event of Christ’s resurrection which they witnessed with their own 
two eyes! 

But, and maybe you noticed, this lesson isn’t just about the disciples. It isn’t just about what they witnessed 
with their own two eyes and how that led them to boldly witness to the peace they now knew in their lives 
because of Christ’s resurrection. Did you hear them make mention to how this impacts you too? They mention 
you as well regarding how the resurrection makes a difference in your lives as well as the how. Listen to the 
final verse of our lesson once more. “We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God 
has given to those who obey him.” 

What does God want for you? Simply put, he wants you to know there is real hope based on real facts. He 
doesn’t want you to ever wonder “what happens next?’ He doesn’t want you to be depressed about death 
and certainly never wants you to fear death. He does want you to be at peace. He does want you to know that 
God did something about the dreadfulness of sin and its real effects in our life and the horrible thing called 
death. He tells us that in John saying, “These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God and that by believing you may have life in his name.” He tells you that in 1 Thessalonians 4 
saying “I don’t want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have 
no hope.” So, what does he do? He puts a witness to his triumph over death in you, in your heart, the Holy 
Spirit. He gives you the tools of the Spirit in his Word and Sacraments to make your faith stronger and to grow 
the Holy Spirit’s presence in your lives. In short, through faith, you are also witnesses to the resurrection 
through the fact that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you. 

And similarly, to the disciples, how can we not speak about what we have seen and heard? How can this truth 
not impact our lives in a real and meaningful way? How can this not bring us, as a group of people different 
though we may be, together to join our efforts in sharing this confidence? Our life has been changed, 
dramatically altered. We can now look death in the face and confidently tell it, “You are not my end, the living 
Christ says so.” We can live our lives through the ups and downs, through the things that may impact us 
deeply to our core in both good and bad ways, and know without a shred of doubt that Christ has died, Christ 
has risen, and because of that, my life is not here, where even my best is touched by sin, but my life is with the 
risen Christ and he has a place waiting that is free from all of sin. That confidence in life, that approach to the 
things this world has to offer is dramatically different from the natural way of this world. Living a life of that 
way will give witness to the difference the resurrection makes in a person’s life. That is the difference Christ 
died for, but more than that, it is the difference he conquered death for. That is the difference he wants you 
to know. So, by his strength, may our lives bear witness to that very thing. Amen. 

 


