
Theme: Remember Jesus Christ: He Has Risen!                                                                                                 4-21-2019 
Remember Jesus Christ? How could I forget? It is a day filled with so much joy! It is a day we point to all year 
long. It is one of, if not the high festival of the Christian church year. It comes around every year and every 
year the message is beautiful, comforting, but also, and thank God for it, unchanging. It would seem at first 
there could be a much better sermon theme out there than something as obvious or as easy as “remember 
Jesus Christ.” But as we look at this short verse from 2 Timothy 2, I pray that something which may seem so 
obvious or so easy becomes unpacked into so much more before our eyes and ears. I pray that we see these 
words as God intended them to be seen, in their context, when he inspired the Apostle Paul to write them. I 
pray they impact each of you in a very personal and meaningful way. Finally, I pray, that our look at these 
Word’s of God may richly enhance both your Easter celebration today and your life every single day. 
8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, a descendant of David 

The context of this short and sweet verse is very noteworthy. It was written about 35 years following the 
death and resurrection of Jesus to a young pastor named Timothy, a dear companion of Paul, while the 
Apostle Paul was imprisoned for the second time under Emperor Nero. Unlike Paul’s first imprisonment, when 
he lived in a rented house, he was now chained in a dungeon and we are told in chapter one of 2 Timothy that 
it wasn’t very easy for his friends to visit him as it was not all that easy to even find out where he was being 
kept. Paul knew his time on this earth was quickly drawing to a close, in fact 2 Timothy was the last letter Paul 
would write. Here both in this book but also in verse 8, he is giving his final words of encouragement not just 
for Timothy but for all who serve Christ. While we are really only looking at that particular verse this morning, 
hopefully you can see why these details are important to note. 

Paul, at the end of his life, is speaking from a lifetime of experience, mission work, and proclamation of the 
gospel. He is speaking as one who knew what it was to be in need and to have plenty. He knew well, arguably 
better than most, the struggle that belongs to every Christian to take up our cross and follow Christ. He new 
about pressing on through hardship and enjoying the blessings that God gives and as he is passing this 
knowledge along to young Timothy he gives the encouragement to Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the 
dead, descended from David. 

It wasn’t as though Paul was suggesting Timothy had forgotten this or had let his focus turn elsewhere. It was 
because just how important remembering Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David was. 
There was nothing, not physical hardship, not a single hard question life would bring up, no personal struggle 
or relationship problem, not a thing for which this truth was not crucial.  

You see, any trouble of any kind, stems from the fact that we are sinners in a fallen sinful word. We live in a 
world much different than the world God designed and created. The world God created was perfect, without 
flaw, even how he created Adam and Eve, the first humans. He created them with the ability to serve him in 
the purest way, not as robots who could only do that what was right, but as people completely without sin, 
sinful thoughts or attitudes who had the free will to either live in perfect thanks to God for all he had created 
and given to them or to rebel against God by choosing disobedience. 

When that happened, when they chose to deliberately go against God’s command, this whole world was 
plunged into sin and with it, death, the payment for sin. But that disobedience did not change God’s love. It 
did not change God’s desire to have a perfect relationship with them or with you and me. So God made them 
a promise, right then and there. He made them the promise he would fix all they ruined. He would cure the 
sting of death by grinding out both sin and Satan under his heal. This promise, from the very beginning, was 
that God would, in humility, come to earth, born of a woman in the natural way to be our substitute. As time 
went on he revealed more and more details of his plan until he even revealed the kingly line he would be born 
into, the house and line of David, one of his descendants. 

The keeping of this promise is what we celebrated at Christmas, and while special and wonderful, Christmas is 
not the completion of God’s promise. That child named Jesus, would go just as it had been promised, just as it 



had been written about him. He would live a perfect life, the perfect life God required, demanded from you. 
But that promise was just about him living, to keep his promise he had to break the power of sin, he had to 
destroy death. So, as a perfect sacrifice for sin, he took on God the Father’s full and complete wrath and 
punishment our sins deserved on the cross and he died.  

That brings us to today! Why do we get so excited over an empty tomb? Usually, that sight is a depressing one 
because the very reason for it is that it might be filled. We get excited because Jesus tomb was filled, it was 
filled for three days. But it did not stay filled. Remember Jesus Christ raised from the dead! 

Yes! What an important detail to always remember for young Timothy! When he was pressed down with 
persecution, rejection, hardship, or it seemed like his task rested solely on himself remembering Jesus Christ 
raised from the dead, descended from David would be the boost he needed to keep going. It would be the 
reason to press on, it would be the reason to endure, because it was all about Christ! Paul knew how valuable 
this was first hand as he was facing his own death for preaching that very thing but the letter he writes is filled 
with complete joy and encouragement to Timothy. Normally, one would think it would be the other way 
around, but Paul knew what he had through Christ. He knew the conqueror of death was his by faith so, 
confident in his Savior, he shares his secret to contentment and confidence despite his earthly situation. 

Now, that is all important. But the Bible was not just written for Paul and Timothy. Likewise, Jesus did not just 
come for Paul and Timothy. He came for you. He came for me. The Bible tells us that plainly at the end of John 
20, the chapter in John talking about the resurrection and why God gave us the details he did about it saying, 
“These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name.” This is all important, not just for Paul or Timothy, not just for people two thousand 
years ago, but for YOU, for me! 

So remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. It is so important to your life as well. I 
am willing to make a bold statement that every single one of you is here today with baggage both emotional 
and physical. Maybe it is a struggle a close friend or family member of yours is going through and because of 
that closeness it weighs heavy on your heart too. Maybe it is relationship problems in your past, the effects of 
which still show their ugly head in one way or another still today. Maybe it is current relationship difficulties 
you are going through. Maybe it is a death that severed a deep relationship that causes you to feel real searing 
hurt and pain though you try to press on. Maybe you have been hurt by another or in some other way that 
causes you to feel alone at times, causes you to look with anger at injustice in this world or maybe even brings 
anger into your heart you don’t really know where to direct so you direct it at God. Maybe it is just simply 
looking around and seeing the disgusting effects of sin and sinful people, ourselves included. 

It is all of these things and more that we are all dealing with or will deal with at some time, real hardship, real 
difficulty, and what encouragement does God give to you concerning that? Remember Jesus Christ raised from 
the dead descended from David. Remember what Jesus’ resurrection means for all of that pain and all of the 
effects of sin. It is defeated, it has no power to change the truth of Christ and his work. He rose, defeating 
death, defeating sin, defeating Satan. He rose, putting the period on his life’s work on your behalf. He rose, 
showing that death is not the end for he has power over it. He rose and the risen Christ who kept every single 
one of his promises concerning how he would come, how he would live, how he would suffer and die, how he 
would rise, makes another promise to you saying “because I live, you also will live.”  

So remember this gospel always, dear friends, for by it you are saved. Remember it when you are happy, when 
everything seems to be going well. Remember it when sadness strikes, for it will, remember whose you are 
and who loved you so much that he wanted nothing more than for you to experience life, real life free from all 
sadness with him. Remember always what God has done for you. Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the 
dead, descended from David. Amen. 


