
Theme: Wisdom Knows                                  9-29-19 

How do you know if you are wise? How long does it take to be considered wise? What amount of knowledge 
do you have to retain in your head to achieve that status? In Jewish culture, one had to be 30 before he could 
take up the mature senior office of priest. And while that little tidbit of information may help to get the 
conversation started, it is far from answering the question of whether one is wise. 

But we get a few more hints in our lesson from proverbs this morning. There, we have a stark contrast 
between wise ones and mockers. There is also a big difference between how the two sides handle instruction. 
We are told that a mocker handles rebuke with hatred while a wise person handles rebuke with love. The 
interesting thing to note in all of this is there doesn’t seem to be middle ground, at least no mention is made 
of it here. 

Now keep in mind who is writing this. Yes, it is inspired by God but God led Solomon to write the book of 
Proverbs. The book is a compilation of wise things from the wisest man to ever walk this earth. If you 
remember, Solomon took over his father David’s kingdom at a young age. Recognizing his own lack of insight 
concerning this weighty responsibility, he asks God for wisdom to govern God’s people properly. God was 
pleased with this request so that not only did God give Solomon wisdom for the task but an abundance of it. 
There was no one wiser. So much so that rulers and nobles traveled from great distances for the chance to 
meet with Solomon in hopes of gleaning some of his wisdom. 

And here we are today, with the blessing of learning from it as well! With that in mind I want to focus on a 
phrase we are given in this selection of verses to get our conversation on wisdom off and running. We are told 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy one IS understanding.” It would 
seem to me we have found the place this conversation must begin at in this phrase. So, what does it have to 
tell us in revealing what it is that wisdom knows? 

 The phrase “fear of the Lord” tends to leave some confused or uncertain at times. But it doesn’t need to be 
that way. One of the simplest ways I have found to grasp what it means is by thinking back to when you were 
younger. Lets say that your parents were leaving the house for a few hours and before they left they said 
“While we are gone we would like you to sweep or vacuum the kitchen floor and pick up and vacuum the 
living room. We will be home around 10.” You look at the clock and it is only 6, you have tons of time to do 
those things later! So, you hop on the computer or turn on the tv thinking you will have plenty of time when 
all of a sudden you hear your parents voices and the door open. A panic comes over you and you look up at 
the clock, 10:05. You know you are in trouble. But, to be clear, you don’t fear your parents. What you fear is 
their authority. You know you have no excuse. You know they are above you and have every right to be mad 
about your disobedience. They have every right because they have shown you such great love in caring for 
you, clothing you and learning from their parents and passing down that knowledge to you, knowledge of 
what it means to be part of a family, the privilege of helping out and the joy that comes from that. 

That scenario could have been very different. You could have done those tasks right away and when they 
came home there would have been zero fear. There would have been absolutely no panic. That respect and 
understanding are still there, but when you have done no wrong, there is no terror just reward, even if that 
reward is something as simple but also as profoundly beautiful as peace at home. 

It is that picture which brings us to what real understanding is, namely, knowledge of the Holy one. It is really 
another way of saying the fear of the Lord because that can only properly be there when we properly know 
our God. It is the understanding that God is God and I am not. The understanding that God is above me, he is 
greater than me and worthy of my complete and total respect. The knowledge that God hates sin, he hates 
mine and he hates yours. That sin makes us guilty and makes us worthy of eternal punishment in hell. It is this 
knowledge which should make us utterly shake in fear for his return. But God sent Jesus, he sent Jesus for us. 
Jesus took our sins from us and gave us his righteousness so when that door handle turns and the door swings 



open on the last day we have nothing to fear. Our wrongs are not our own, there will be no terror. Wisdom 
knows there is great value in that. Wisdom knows God’s promised rewards. 

But wisdom also knows the cost of having that knowledge. In other words, wisdom knows the cost of 
understanding the Holy One and possessing the fear of the Lord. We live in a world that does not fear God. We 
live in a world that embraces the now. We live in a world that wants a god they oversee, a god they can keep 
in their back pocket. It is a world that thinks they can ignore god when he doesn’t suit them and their lifestyle 
or a god that can be morphed to support their lifestyle. In short, it is a world that does not want to be taught. 
It is a world that wants to hear how wise it is, not how wrong it is. Therefore, on top of knowing the fear of the 
Lord, wisdom also knows how valuable it is to grow in knowledge because of the self-destructive priorities of 
those who would rather change or mock God’s word. 

This means wisdom loves rebuke. One who possess real wisdom loves to be told when they are acting foolishly 
or need to change their lifestyle or even open their eyes to see their wrong and what they can do better as 
they are instructed in God’s word. One who is wise invites teaching and learning because they know from it, 
they will be wiser still. One who is wise wants nothing more than growth. Mockers are stuck in their ways just 
as they are stuck in their growth. They are stunted in it because they close their ears to understanding of the 
Holy One and they completely lack a fear of the Lord both in respect to the terror and shame their sins should 
bring to their minds but also with respect to the quiet calm that is theirs upon knowing it is finished in Christ 
and all sins are atoned for. 

So, what is wisdom? Is it truly what you know? Or better yet is there really a straight answer to that question? 
This world might say so. In fact, this world would call you a fool for acknowledging how much we truly lack. 
We can’t explain our God. We can’t understand his mysteries. We are dumbfounded by his love. We are not 
perfect models of how to live and we are in constant need of more understanding, more instruction. In many 
cases we simply come before God in holy reverence acknowledging our struggle over life and what we are 
going through, we come pleading for answers often we are comforted not with a clear answer but with the 
fact that God’s grace is sufficient for us and his power is made perfect in weakness. For what is wise to God is 
mocked by this world. 

But it is also precisely there that we find wisdom. It is precisely in seeing God’s greatness and how much we 
truly have need to grow in and to understand that God calls you and me wise. For real wisdom knows we have 
so much more to know. Real wisdom recognizes that growing in our knowledge of the Holy One begins with 
fear of the Lord. It begins with knowing how terrible his hatred of our sin is and how much punishment we 
deserve. That wisdom then grows as we begin to grasp how he loved us and has given us life on top of life. He 
blesses us with a time here on earth to grow in that struggle but also to enjoy gifts from his hand. He blesses 
us with time where yes, we can be mocked for our faith, but it is not a time that is defined by those jeers 
because we have joy that cannot be changed or robbed from us by another. In addition, he blesses us with 
opportunities to share that wisdom with others and to share in their joy as God works in their hearts to know 
it. It is only that type of wisdom that could still love someone who has turned their backs on us or wronged us 
in some way. It is only that wisdom that could bear the burden of the cross, the weight of it pressing heavy on 
our backs as we follow our Savior who showed such great love to us first. This is what wisdom knows because 
it can only be taught by faith. God bless each of us as we grow in that wisdom enjoy the eternal rewards of it, 
eternal peace at home with our heavenly Father. Amen. 

  

 


