
Theme: A “Master” Problem                            10-13-2019 

Last week we “dabbled” in chapter 15 of Luke. It is the exciting “Lost and Found Chapter” because of what it 
means for each of us. I mean, how could you feel more loved and cherished than to be the rescued sheep on 
the shoulders of the shepherd? Or the coin clutched in the eager hands of the poor woman who searched until 
she found it? Or the estranged son who travelled home trembling and quickly found himself in the bear hug of 
his compassionate and forgiving father? There is nothing quite as comforting as when your heart realizes 
God’s truth; he loves you and wants to hold you close as his own. 

But how far do those feelings go? How much do we value our status of “found” before our God? Those are the 
questions we find ourselves struggling with as Jesus continues his teaching on his love and our response to it 
here in chapter 16 of Luke. It can become easy for this sinful heart to be persuaded into feelings of 
entitlement for what seems to be mine or even a false generosity spurred on by the love of money. My heart 
can easily lose its footing and slide into carelessness about how much I have been given and forgiven while 
standing on the eroding ground of empty riches while ignoring the sure and eternal wealth of heaven.  

The truth is our eyes need to be popped open so that we properly see who truly our master is. We need a 
focused vision to see the reality through God’s eyes for ourselves and our neighbor. And Jesus does this today 
with a shocking and thought-provoking parable of the shrewd manager. As we go through this parable, like 
any parable, it is important not to get caught up in the details but to understand the point for which the 
parable was told. In other words, we are going to focus on the meaning which was intended to be drawn out 
and here in this parable we are fortunate enough to have that meaning revealed to us by Jesus himself. 

Our parable opens with dishonesty. A rich man had a manager to take care of his possessions and he knew 
waste was happening. So, he calls him to give an account of his management because his job was going to 
another. The meaning behind the Greek word translated as “give” has the connotation of “giving back.” It is 
the same as when Jesus was asked about what is right to give to Caesar. The question was asked as if Caesar 
was taking from them, but Jesus response was to give back to Caesar what was Caesar’s. They were to give 
back what belonged to the entity that issued the coins and protected their use. The same is true here as it 
applies to Christian stewardship. We are only giving back to God what he gives in the first place. 

The parable goes on with some quick but deceitful thinking. This manager realizes his future looks bleak and 
he is not willing to do real manual labor or to stoop below a certain level. So, he quickly goes around and cuts 
debt, in one instance all the way up to 50%. 

And what is the result? Surely the master would be furious! But that is not the case at all, in fact, what we see 
is a real head scratcher because the exact opposite is true. He heaps praise on top of praise. We are told the 
reason for this praise is because he acted shrewdly. The thesaurus lists multiple synonyms for shrewd: astute, 
sharp, on the ball, smart, perceptive, insightful, wise, clever, cunning, sharp-witted, canny and the antonym: 
naïve. 

Now it may almost seem like this dishonesty is the thing being commended. In fact we are even told to “make 
friends for yourselves with unrighteous mammon, so that when it runs out, they will welcome you into the 
eternal dwellings.” But a few things are of great importance to point out. The first is the word “mammon” 
itself. It is a word taken directly from the Hebrew and it has a bit of similarity with the word Amen because the 
both come from the same root word. Literally, mammon has the meaning of “that which one puts trust in”. 
Because of that, it has come to mean money or possessions to the extent that trust is put in them over and 
above the true heavenly treasure. 

While we are wrestling with this concept it is important to drift from the parable momentarily to view Christ’s 
example. This is important because this parable is addressed to the attitude a believer should have towards 
their possessions and their master. However, that attitude can only be proper when our understanding of 



Christ is also correct. Christ let nothing get in the way of winning you and me for himself, nothing on this 
earth. For that matter, we are also reminded he didn’t even consider equality with God something to be 
grasped and so he made himself nothing. He didn’t just get rid of some of our payment to God the Father, he 
took on the full brunt of our payment. He canceled the debt God’s demands brought against us in being nailed 
to the cross for us. Christ did not even consider his life as his own for he gave even that up for you and me. 

Dishonesty is not what is commended. What is commended is using every possible resource we have been 
given and that is at our disposal to win souls for Christ. It is that same idea of giving back that which did not 
belong to us in the first place. 

But here again we must pause because understanding God’s message to us here means walking a tight rope 
and maintaining a delicate balance. What is God calling for? It is not dishonesty but shrewd faithfulness, 
faithfulness that maintains God our only master. That means our shrewdness, above all, seeks faithfulness to 
God’s word. It seeks to hold to his truths and not compromising to gain bodies in church. God wants souls and 
the only way to do that is to preach his word truthfully and administer his sacraments faithfully because our 
master is not our egos or how popular and well liked we are but rather our master is God and God alone. 

This lesson from God is hard because we live in a society that is so extremely focused on money and the things 
money affords us as the source of happiness. We are not so much tempted by the atheism of gods in the form 
of physical idols as we are by the atheism of money, wealth and personal happiness. Those things have such a 
tendency when used improperly to turn into a national god. For proof, look at the complaints surrounding 
elections. They are either money driven, or they are driven by others coming around to what I, personally, find 
good and right. People will always look for advantages to put more money in their accounts and put an 
amazing amount of emphasis on it.  

This is all said only for the point of us all being given the great reminder to not let the thoughts enter our 
minds that our earthly wealth is more needed for us than Christ. This parable is given to us so Jesus Christ may 
alone be our value and virtue. Our salvation is in him alone, he is the one who has sought us out. He saved us 
and it is this mentality that rids ourselves of a master problem through constant reminders of the fact that we 
have only one. 

So, brothers and sisters, knowing who we serve we must remember how we serve. Shrewdness was 
commended in the dishonest manager from our parable for putting all of his resources towards unrighteous 
mammon. Do we do the same for Christ? Do we put all of our resources towards him right down to what we 
have and how we use it? Let us not comfort ourselves with our own actions of momentary righteousness 
because to do that we must hold ourselves up to the example of Christ who gave all that he had until he hung 
naked on the cross without even owning dirt to have his lifeless body placed into. But let us comfort ourselves 
with Christ who took up all our unrighteousness and go forward with that reminder. Let us never ask ourselves 
the question “Where can I be the happies or most comfortable?” but “Where can I serve the most effectively 
with the gifts God has given me?” Let it never be that the people of the world are more shrewd in dealing with 
their own kind than the people of the light. Instead, may we shine the gospel through doors and windows 
which the Lord opens for us, not necessarily the ones we think are the most logical, the easiest, or the most 
convenient. May we constantly, struggle over serving only our master so that we do not fall into the trap of 
just existing as comfortable as possible with everything running smoothly from an earthly perspective, but 
may we always remember to be faithful in our management of time, talents, treasure and testimony in our 
focus of spreading God’s Word. You can not serve two masters. God help us to never have a master problem 
but to always and wholeheartedly serve Christ. Amen. 

 


