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What does freedom mean? We celebrate July 4th as our Independence Day, the day we won our freedom as a 
country. However not one of you can do what you want whenever you want. You could go as fast as you want 
down the road in your vehicle, but you are eventually going to get punished for that. You could not work but 
eventually you are going to run out of money and the ability to live as you would like to live. You can’t go 
wherever you want because there are laws against trespassing. You can’t just build whatever you want, 
wherever you want because there are rules, regulations, permits and zoning laws that simply do not allow it. 
There injuries and diseases that come upon people every day that limit mobility and freedom to go where they 
want to go. I can’t just go jump off a cliff and expect to fly because even nature has laws that say what goes up 
must come down. Freedom and what it looks like is a very hard term to wrap our minds around because no 
matter what there will always be things you can’t do because either nature doesn’t allow it or rules that are in 
place don’t allow it. 

Today, we are celebrating Reformation. While we often look to a man named Martin Luther and what God 
accomplished in and through him it is really a celebration of the truth of God’s word and what it teaches. It is 
celebrating the grace of God, faith worked by God and how all of this only known and realized in and through 
the Word of God alone. Often, this is known through Latin phraseology as the three solas, a Latin word 
meaning alone, of the reformation. Sola gracia, sola fides and sola scriptura, in other words by grace alone, by 
faith alone and by scripture alone. It is a celebration of the freedom a Christian has from the slavery of sin in 
Christ. It is this very thing that our lesson from John 8 is talking to us about this morning. So, this morning, let 
us unpack what freedom is and may we walk away rejoicing in the real freedom we possess in Christ. 

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you remain in my word, you are really my disciples.  32 You 
will also know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 “We are Abraham’s descendants,” they answered, 
“and we have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say, ‘You will be set free’?” 34 Jesus answered, 
“Amen, Amen, I tell you: Everyone who keeps committing sin is a slave to sin. 35 But a slave does not remain in 
the family forever. A son does remain forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you really will be free. 

It must be up there with one of the most misused and isolated from its context phrases in the Bible “The truth 
will set you free.” We see the word on libraries and used as college mottoes. We hear them on the lips of 
political leaders. We even hear them in the voices of those trying to disguise their sin and their sinful lifestyles. 
But we don’t hear whose Word reveals the truth that sets us free. We don’t hear whose disciples have that 
truth and the freedom that comes with it. We don’t hear about Jesus. 

But it hasn’t taken until the present day for people to misuse and misapply God’s words. As Jews, those in our 
lesson claimed freedom already that no one else, not even the occupied forces of Rome over them, could 
claim. To them, their earthly connection to Abraham gave them a favored status with God. They were not and 
never would be slaves to anyone. Who was this Jesus to tell them they needed to become free? 

But that is the way the sinful mind works, isn’t it? That is the way it worked then and that is the way it still 
works now. My mind tells me freedom allows me to do what I want to with my time. My mind tries to 
convince me that it is Jesus who is trying to shackle me, not free me. But is the person who is drawn again and 
again to unwholesome images really free? Is the person who needs that drink actually liberated? Is the person 
who has those deep pockets, that big house and that full garage truly free when they lose it all and plunge into 
despair? I find joy and contentment in pleasing this world. I find fulfillment in the things this world has to 
offer. For a while I may even be convinced that it is all good and I am living a meaningful life.  

But then our master comes to collect. Then I come to realize that an image cannot care for me or give me 
anything real. That drink slowly starts to alienate me from friends, family and my health. My health starts to 
fade, my ability to produce more wealth goes away and there is not enough money in the world to buy me 
more time or to buy me health. I get older and lose touch with the fast paced, constantly updating world, 



those friends I cared so much about pleasing move and pass away and all I am left with is loneliness. Life 
doesn’t have as much meaning; I don’t have the answers to tragedy. I stumble around in my chains of slavery 
until the tighten and permit me from going any farther and yet I want to reject the words of Jesus “Anyone 
who keeps committing sin is a slave to sin.” Jesus is looking you in the eye when he says that just as he is 
staring at me. The truth is, by nature I am not free nor are you. 

That is the truth Martin Luther came to as he realized the extent of God’s hatred for sin. He felt God’s eyes 
burning a hole in the back of his head. He knew he couldn’t stop sinning even though he tried so very hard to 
do that very thing even to the point of removing himself from the world as best as he could, joining a 
monastery, starving himself and spending hours upon hours with his face to the floor in penance and prayer. 
But at the end of the day, he was still a sinner. He needed the truth just as desperately as you and I need it. He 
needed the freedom only the truth could give. 

And that is what he found in God’s Word by the Holy Spirit working in him to know the Son of God had set him 
free.  

“So if the Son sets you free, you really will be free.” God’s Word is the true tale, the real story and the joyful 
future of your freedom and it begins and continues into eternity through the Son of God. It is the account of 
the one who paid your price and removed the shackles of slavery from your feet and hands. It is the truth of 
God giving you his righteousness even though you could offer and give him nothing. It is the factual account of 
you being freed through and in Christ. It God’s truth that thunders from heaven and drowns out the devil’s lies 
when he tries to hold your sin before your face and when he tries to promote your own misguided deeds as 
security. We have free access to God’s truth that pronounces to you over and over again your innocence as 
Jesus took on your guilt. What was true at the same time Jesus spoke these words is still true today. You and I 
are free from sin because of God’s Son, Jesus Christ. You are really free! 

It is freedom where you no longer must do something, but you are able and get to live your life. When we 
were slaves to sin, we were without ability to please God. God tells us that himself saying, without faith it is 
impossible to please God. But through the blood of Christ and being brought into God’s family we can. We can 
do God pleasing actions, we can give real God pleasing praise. We can know the devil and all his lies are 
nothing, they no longer hold us. We can know our debt to God is gone, wiped out. We are free.  

This is the reason for our reformation celebrations today. It is the celebration of the truth of the Word of God 
and all it frees us from and frees us to do. No longer are we stuck hoping we have done enough. No longer do 
we need to worry about our status before the almighty God. No longer do we look for our escape and peace 
from sin in ourselves. We have freedom in Christ.  

Finally, the reason this festival is so important and in need of our constant attention is because the old evil foe 
does not stop. Each day more are born into this slavery of sin and each day people leave this world still in the 
shackles of sin. Not only is it important to cherish our freedom in how we live, it is also important to cherish 
our freedom in Christ by what we say. There is constant need for reformation in our own hearts so that we do 
not revert to our slavery but also in the lives of others so that they know the freedom that is also theirs in 
Christ. We need to realize what a precious commodity we have been given and additionally know how 
valuable it is to others. We have been led out of our slavery of sin by Christ working in our hearts through his 
Word and he gives us opportunity to be his voice as we continue to proclaim his word and minister to our 
community and area. And the best part is this is something we get to do and only through the known 
undeserved love shown to us by God’s own Son, our Savior, it is also something we want to do. God help us to 
always know and see this freedom. Amen. 

 

 


