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Close your eyes and picture it. Picture your happiest day. Picture your dream job. Picture your desired future. 
Picture what you want life to look like, what you want to be doing, how you want to feel, and the kind of 
people you want around you, the kind of people you want with you in that life. Is it good? Does it put a smile 
on your face and contentment in your heart? I would imagine it did. In fact, I would imagine there wasn’t a lot 
of sad things in the picture you conjured up in your minds. Your mind probably tried to stay away from sad 
things maybe even sad things you have already experienced in your life. I would imagine the death of young 
children was nowhere near your thoughts. I would hope that crying and weeping in sadness were far from 
your thoughts. I would hope in your mind’s picture work you did was enjoyed and not done in vain. I would 
pray your children never strayed and fell into sadness or a group of poor friends or made poor decisions in this 
picture of happiness you conjured.  

The reality is, we all can appreciate what real happiness looks like. Though we may have never felt it 
completely, though there may always be things we would tweak here and there, we can still imagine it to 
some degree. We understand that it really isn’t based on things that can be bought or acquired but it is an 
over arching feeling that touches all aspects of life. Additionally, happiness is what everyone wants, and 
happiness is that which everyone is constantly searching. It is the reality that everyone, to one degree or 
another, recognizes life, real life, is meant to hold more than sadness. Real life is meant to give more than 
frustration and anything less than that keeps us looking for more. But what does that conversation have to do 
with today? What does it have to do with the reason we are gathered here in God’s house this morning? What 
does it have to do with this Sunday in the church year we are looking at today, this Sunday labeled as “Saints 
Triumphant”? As we turn back to our lesson this morning and spend a little bit of time studying it and being 
taught by our God through it, may we see it has everything to do with how we live right now and how we will 
live with him. May we see what it means to know real life! 

17 “See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they 
come to mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight 
and its people a joy. 19 I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of 
crying will be heard in it no more. 20 “Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an 
old man who does not live out his years; the one who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere child; the one 
who fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed. 21 They will build houses and dwell in them; they will 
plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 No longer will they build houses and others live in them, or plant and 
others eat. For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people; my chosen ones will long enjoy the work 
of their hands. 23 They will not labor in vain, nor will they bear children doomed to misfortune; for they will be 
a people blessed by the LORD, they and their descendants with them. 24 Before they call I will answer; while 
they are still speaking I will hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like 
the ox, and dust will be the serpent’s food. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain,” says 
the LORD.  

Does this sound familiar? Maybe this picture is not exactly what you saw when you closed your eyes, but at 
the same time, what we have here, I would guess, is better. We have already mentioned today the Sunday we 
are celebrating, the focus behind our reason for gathering to give our praise to God today, is labeled as Saints 
Triumphant. But as we look at that, I hope a few points become important to understand. The first is what or 
who is a saint, the second, quite simply would be what makes them triumphant and why are we celebrating 
that fact? Finally, what do these wonderful words have to do with that conversation? 

Simply put, a saint is not someone who has already died, a saint is not a status that can only be attained by an 
elite few after they have proved their worth in some way shape or form. This congregation, right now, is filled 
with saints. But it is also not as thought it is just some general term that is tossed around flippantly. It is 
something that is earned. It is a term that was fought for. It is not something that comes easy. In our lesson, 



the one doing all the action is our Lord. In our lesson, the one making all the promises and the one possessing 
this glorious place is our God. This is important to note because the reason we are saints is completely 
because of our Savior. It is he who has made us holy through Christ’s triumph over sin death and the devil on 
the cross. Knowing what we are in Christ is important because that is what a saint is, someone who has been 
made holy. 

But we are celebrating Saints Triumphant Sunday, not Saints Sunday. Why are we triumphant? I would 
imaging that when you closed your eyes at the beginning of the sermon you didn’t imagine your life right now. 
But even if you did, I would guess there were a few things or people added to it and maybe there were a few 
things or people that didn’t come to mind or that you would rather not be there. That is because right now we 
can’t see what we fully have in Christ. It is because right now, although we can hear God’s words to us we 
can’t even fully imagine. But despite that, it doesn’t change what is ours. It doesn’t change what has been won 
for us through Christ. 

And finally, brothers and sisters in Christ, that is what brings us to what these wonderful words have to do 
with this conversation. You see, yes, we are triumphant because of what we have in Christ. Yes, the life we 
have to look forward to is wonderful beyond comprehension. It is a life that is life to the fullest extent of the 
word because everything that robs our life of joy, pleasure, satisfaction and years is removed. There will never 
be a week in which the ugly unexpected shows its ugly face. There will never be a situation where we are left 
wondering why. There will never again be the faintest question of our God or even a request we bring to our 
God because we will have it all, we will know life to the fullest.  

We celebrate that today for really two reasons. One, because it is such a comfort to know what is waiting for 
us and what those who have fought the good fight of faith before us are currently enjoying. There is zero 
sadness. They no longer know sadness of any kind. That means they do not know of sadness their loved ones 
face because that would certainly cause them sadness, but it also means they are living the fullest meaning of 
life with their Savior right now, they are Triumphant! 

But wait, you might say. How sad that is for me. How nice it would be for them to be watching over me. How 
cool it would be to have their help or to feel their warmth and love during tough times. But that is what brings 
us to reason number two. We also are saints triumphant right now because look at what love is ours! I am 
sure that all of you who have already known the joy of children and watched them grow up wanted what was 
best for them. I am sure that all of you who are still enjoying watching your children grow or who are looking 
forward to that make decisions on an almost daily basis so that your children, to the best of your ability, will 
be strong, smart, and have a good future ahead of them. You do that because you love them. But how that 
love, as great, strong, and self-sacrificing as it is, pails in comparison to the love that Christ has showed us. 
How that love is but a shadow of all that Christ’s love earned for us. That is love you already possess right this 
very moment. That gives you real and meaningful life even right now! You are Triumphant! It is this love we 
celebrate today and it is this love we look forward to seeing one day in full because this is what gives us a life 
of joy beyond our wildest dreams, this is what gives us real life! 

Brothers and sisters eat and drink deeply of that love given and poured out for you in a few moments at the 
Lord’s table. Keep that love in mind as we each continue to grow in our faith through the message of love he 
gives us in his Word. Never let the real life that love gives to you know and in full for all eternity fade from 
your minds as we minister to each other and seek to continually grow in how we minister to this community 
and area that God has placed us in. In Christ, you have real life because of the holiness he won for you and 
that makes us Triumphant. Amen. 


