
Theme: Promise Made: He is Coming!             12-1-19 

This year during the Sundays of Advent as well as during the Christmas celebrations we are going to be looking 
at God’s promises. As we do that, we will be focusing on different aspects of the Promises God made but we 
will also be looking with joy and awe at how God kept them. Today, we begin that conversation and as we do, 
I believe it to be important to look at promises and the different levels of appreciation one can have for a 
promise.  

In the most simplified version, lets say to the ears of a child, they hear a promise and say “Great!” They look 
forward to having that promise come true and that is the only thought that is really put into it. Appreciation 
for the promise is there but there is little to no thought about the factors that need to come into play in order 
for the person who makes that promise to fulfill their word and have everything they say come to fruition.  

As a promise becomes more complex and as the receiver of a promise grows in their understanding, so also 
grows the “wow factor” in hearing a promise and additionally, so grows the appreciation when that promise is 
kept. It is that way because there is more knowledge of what it will take for someone to do everything else 
they are expected to do, to deal with all the other factors and events that may come up whether known or 
unexpected and yet still keep the promise.  

Today, that is going to be our task, to grow in our knowledge of what God promised when he spoke of the 
Savior coming and therefore to have that “wow factor” as we hear his promise, better understand his promise 
and how this word of God affects our preparations for Christmas during this Advent season. To aid in this task, 
let us turn to our lesson once more: 

This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 2 In the last days the mountain of 
the LORD’s temple will be established as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, and all 
nations will stream to it. 3 Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
to the temple of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” The law will go 
out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 He will judge between the nations and will settle 
disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 5 Come, descendants of 
Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD.  

The picture that is painted in chapter one of Isaiah helps to set the background of the promise we have before 
us. That picture is bleak and is maybe best summarized by verse 4 of chapter one saying: “Woe to the sinful 
nation, a people whose guilt is great, a brood of evildoers, children given to corruption! They have forsaken 
the LORD; they have spurned the Holy One of Israel and turned their backs on him.” But the picture we have 
here in the beginning of chapter two casts a completely different picture. The picture we have in chapter two 
is that of our God being one with us. It is that of a relationship restored, our God in our midst, at our side and 
our reason for peace. This context is important to see in trying to understand the scope of what is being 
promised. In this context we really see two promises at play. We see one that promises an unexpected 
judgement, but we also see, here in chapter two, God coming with unexpected grace. 

The first is important to understand the second. During the early part of Isaiah’s ministry there was peace and 
prosperity that was enjoyed. The borders of both kingdoms had been nearly extended to what they were 
under the golden age of David and Solomon. Armies had been reorganized and military success brought 
optimism, confidence in the status quo, economic prosperity, and luxury. But there was also the negative side 
because despite all of this there was very little interest in spiritual matters. Keeping this in mind we see how 
the promised judgement was not expected. And if there was little desire to come to grips with the first 
promise, there would have been little desire to acknowledge the second glorious promise of God’s grace. 

In other words, there would have been a few different ways that God’s promise was handled, the first being 
that it was just a big joke. There would have been those who viewed it as unnecessary because they wouldn’t 



have seen the need for it, they wouldn’t want to hear the leading pronouncement of judgment and would 
have seen the proclamation of peace to be not needed. But there would also have been those who heard it 
and were simply amazed. It would have lefts people in awe of God and his love and grace. It would have left 
people with eager anticipation for this glorious coming. It painted a picture of God being rightly exalted and in 
the place of focus in people’s lives and peace being the known reality. It is a picture that lifted eyes to the 
promised Messiah and how he would restore fallen mankind himself. 

We live in an age where just about everyone puts up a tree, buys presents and prepares to celebrate 
something towards the end of the month. And while that is good and we can hope there is understanding 
regarding why they do that, it is also clear that many do not see the significance this celebration and 
specifically, the celebration of the Christ child, has for their life every single day. We can be tempted celebrate 
simply because of how it makes us feel rather than because of what has been done for us through Christ 
coming for us. We gift give because of what it means I get, both in presents as well in the feeling I get for 
giving the gift. The focus on Christ and the gift he gave in his promises, the promise made and kept of his life, 
death and resurrection, fades all too easily and the significance of the greatness of his promises lacks its luster 
because we look around in our life and see so many good things. Additionally, where there are no good things 
there is still the hope of a better future so it can be hard to conceive the reality that I need saving and that this 
world has nothing lasting to offer me. Why do I need to go up to the mountain of the Lord, why do I need to 
learn his ways, why do I need more peace than I have? When poorly understood God’s promises seem poor 
and unneeded.  

It was in this type of climate God made his promise, it was in this type of climate that God kept his promise. It 
is in this type of climate we look forward to celebrating this kept promise of God once more and it is in this 
type of climate we talk about why this kept promise is so important to the ultimate fulfillment of his promises 
at the end of time. But it is also this type of climate that makes this promise so great. 

Why would the God of all make this type of promise to people who don’t care? Why would he even make 
mention of his judgement when he could just squash us and more than that, why would he even want to offer 
us a solution? In addition, how does this promise help us? How does it put food in my belly and gifts under the 
tree? How does it give me warmth and clothe me? The promise seems to fall short on so many levels, seems 
to leave us without anything real until, that is, we grow in our understanding of the promise. 

It is in the climate of earthly focus and luxury that God comes to us in the still small voice of his word with a 
promise of something more and an unveiling of how little we have and how much we need. It is a promise that 
says nothing to those who do not believe but it is a promise that says everything to those in whom the Holy 
Spirit dwells by faith. It is God, please let that sink in, God, inviting us to his side. It is God promising us his 
presence and his peace. It is God giving us perfect justice and understanding. It is God promising himself, all 
that he is, to us. It is not the promise of a human being, but it is the promise of God. A promise inviting you 
and I to come walk in his presence.  

We are beginning the season of Advent. It is a season of anticipation, a season of promises and watching and 
waiting for them to be kept. But it is also the season of knowing. It is the season that knows Christ is coming 
and so our excitement builds. That is what a promise of God does. It allows us to plan and to look forward with 
certainty of what will happen. And while we are just beginning this season, one could also say that this is a 
season that continues on, one could say this is the season we continue to live in as we watch and wait for 
Christ to return. It is the marvelous truth about God’s promises. No matter how irrelevant they may seem at 
the time, they are for us with our best interest in mind. No matter how unlikely they may appear, God will 
keep them. No matter how much we may want to focus on other things, God will ultimately have all focus. No 
matter how much it may seem as though real peace is attainable here it can and will only come through Christ. 
It is with this in mind that we begin this season with confidence in this remarkable promise from God. Your 
Savior Jesus is coming! Amen.


