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By nature we are not humble. We may have humble moments. We may have times of great humility that stick 
out in our heads that we go back to time and time again. But we are not humble. It is not an accident that one 
of the first words a child learns is “mine!” It is not an accident we think others should be more like me or other 
generations should be more like my generation. There is a reason we have to pry ourselves out of our nice 
warm bed or out of the comfort of our homes, essentially, we have to convince ourselves to attend church or 
Bible class. It is not by mistake that things we enjoy, be it sports or our own schedules come first and when I 
have time left over or if I am not doing anything else especially important for me, then I can do something for 
you or for others. There is a reason that giving from our first fruits needs to be talked about and encouraged 
or there needs to be a tax break, name on a plaque, or a mention of me and my gift in order for me to give and 
especially if I go above and beyond. We can even trick ourselves into thinking we are being humble when in 
reality the only reason we are doing something is because we personally enjoy it, or it makes us feel good 
about ourselves. But ask someone to step out of their comfort zone or ask someone to do something when 
they already had something else planned and me and what I want comes out ahead the vast majority of the 
time. We are not humble. You aren’t and I am not. At least it is not a characteristic that defines us or makes up 
who we are because even the humblest individual you may know still has a lot of room to grow in that matter.  
With that being said, it should come as no surprise that humility is an important topic to address. But let me 
ask you this? What good does it do to tell you, to remind myself “you need to be humbler.” If you were like 
me, maybe you would argue how humble you can, in fact, be at times, but it would ultimately come back to 
the realization, that yes, I should be. But then what? What would that do? Would that really change anything? 
My guess is no. It would not be long, maybe even later today, that we would fall right back to our old way of 
thinking and from time to time have our conscience pricked resulting in spurts of humility that don’t really 
amount to anything at all.  

We are like a bad new year’s resolution because we lack consistency and the dedication to keep it up since 
real humility offers nothing for me. So then do we just give up? Do we just write it all off as human nature and 
say it is human to make mistakes so my failures in humility are nothing more than human struggles which 
make me no worse than everyone else? Obviously, that is not an option either. The struggle against sin and 
the struggle to grow in our faith is to be a constant. Naturally then, we need constant motivation and a 
consistent place to turn to for that motivation. This exact point is what brings us to our lesson this morning. 
Let’s listen as we read it once more and as we do that, please make note of the encouragement for humility 
that is shared but even more than that, make note of example of perpetual humility that is given as the source 
for that encouragement. 

Continue to show brotherly love. 2 Do not fail to show love to strangers, for by doing this some have welcomed 
angels without realizing it. 3 Remember those in prison, as if you were fellow prisoners, and those who are 
mistreated, as if you yourselves were also suffering bodily. 4 Marriage is to be held in honor by all, and the 
marriage bed is to be kept undefiled, for God will judge sexually immoral people and adulterers. 5 Keep your 
life free from the love of money and be content with what you have. For God has said: I will never leave you, 
and I will never forsake you. 6 So then we say with confidence: The Lord is my helper, and I will not be afraid. 
What will man do to me? 7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Carefully consider the 
outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

Did you catch it? I am hoping you did because it was one of the most jaw dropping bits of information revealed here in 

these verses. Who of you wants to be the exact same in ten years as you are right now? I would guess none of you. 

There is never a point in life that we think that. When we are young, we are constantly looking forward to being able to 

do more and getting more freedom. We grow a bit and realize a job is needed so we can have what we want…there is 

that not so humble side of us right? But then things get so busy that we look forward to the time when we can relax and 

enjoy what we have a little bit. By then, this weird thing begins to happen where we can’t quite do what we were able to 

do and so we look back on the younger years of our life and the ability we possessed then with at least a certain amount 



of envy. The reality is, no one really wants things to never change because as good as things might be there is always 

something we miss or always a little more that we want. 

But here, in our lesson, encouragement is the motivation behind telling us of one who is changeless. And to make things 

more interesting, more encouraging even, it is real motivation because look at what our changeless God tells you and 

me. He says, “I will never leave you, and I will never forsake you.”  

It does not get humbler than that. It is always a little dangerous speaking on behalf of someone else whose shoes you 

can’t completely walk in, but I live life on the edge a little bit, so I am still going to try. Ask any mother, ask your mother, 

hopefully whatever mother you speak to is honest enough to answer you truthfully, and even more hopeful, for my 

sake, it matches up with what I am about to say because if it doesn’t this illustration is going to fall flat on its face. 

Anyways, ask them if they always, and I mean always wanted to be around you. Ask them if they could truly say and not 

be lying in the least, never, and please understand how big of a word that is, NEVER, will I leave you. Because God 

talking to believers is saying that very thing, with a perfect knowledge of exactly what those words mean. 

Now God, in his infinite wisdom did not make me a mother. In fact, the way that God made me prohibits me from ever 

being a mother. So while I do not, nor will I ever know, exactly what a mother’s love and feeling towards their child is, I 

have seen and heard some things to suggest that sometimes, I mean just every now and then, they are pretty excited to 

get away from their children. Now I am not talking about forsaking their children, I am just talking about leaving their 

children for a little while to get some time to themselves. Yes, they are generally left in the capable and caring arms of 

someone they trust but they are still leaving. They are not around to kiss a bonked head; they are not around to hear 

their child’s cries or their giggles and excitements. And let’s be honest, if we were to rate the top five most humble 

people we know, all five would probably be mothers or people who regularly care for children because in order to care 

for a child there is a lot of self-dignity, time for yourself, and personal needs and wants that go right out the window. Yet 

even mothers, people who are generally very humble by nature cannot make this claim. 

Now, for those of you who were here two weeks ago, I am going to ask you to think back to the beginning of Hebrews 

12. For those of you who weren’t and also those of you who were, just because it will still be worth your time and ties all 

of what we are talking about together, read Hebrews 12 and 13 together when you get home or later today. God spilled 

some ink in describing you as his children for the purpose of giving you confidence in all situations in life. Here in chapter 

13 he wants that continued confidence and so he reminds you of both the continued and constant, perpetual watch he 

will have over you as well as the fact that watch will never, ever change because he is changeless. 

Briefly, going back to the mother illustration, that break we talked about is needed, I think, to sort of reset things so that 

you can give your child your very best because they always need something. You and I put that same stress on God to an 

exponentially greater degree. We always need something because we are sinful, it is the reason here on earth, we will 

simply never be perfect. And yet God, in his perpetual humility did not consider equality with God something to be 

grasped and so he humbled himself, making himself nothing, taking on the very nature of a servant so that you and I, 

through his humility have things all about us, so that you and I are made rich in every sense of the word. He did that 

perfectly for you in a one time, unsearchable and indescribable act of humility on the cross as he took on your pride, 

your lack of humility along with all the rest of your sins. They don’t belong to you anymore. They are no longer marks on 

your past and they will never be a blemish on your future because they do not belong to you. They belonged to Christ on 

the cross and he continues to shower you with that same humility according to his promises. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, let that sink in and then continue to let that sink in. Be a sponge that soaks in that until 

nothing more can be absorbed, and you are just drenched and wallowing in the humility of God. It will never stopped 

being poured on you and I pray we never get tired of that continued spiritual cloudburst. For that is how we work 

towards humility here on earth. Not in a way that says I am going to just get better, because then we get tired of the 

struggle and we break. Rather, a continued seeing, knowing and growing in the perpetual humility of Christ, may we 

come to the realization we have been blessed with the gift of saying thank you to God through our personal acts of 

humility towards our possessions and money, the spouses we have been blest with, those who have been mistreated or 

placed in prison, the strangers around us and in a most beautiful way, each other. Amen. 


