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How many times has it happened to you? You are met with a decision. So, naturally, you think it through. You 
weigh pros and cons. You think about repercussions that an action will result in. Additionally, you think about 
the people your decision will affect, knowing you can’t please everyone, you seek a decision that will benefit 
the most now while also being a benefit to many others over time. You seek advice from others, you sleep on 
your decision for a while but then, finally, it comes down to the nitty gritty and you need to make a decision. 
So, you chose. As time goes on, it becomes clear that your choice, though well thought out and carefully 
made, it is now clearly the wrong one. On top of that it would have been preventable if only you had the 
foresight to see what is so clear to you now. 

Who of us haven’t faced a situation like this? If you haven’t, you make enough decisions and you will. In fact, it 
is so common place that we can often times place this type of blame on God as well. Certainly, we can think, 
this type of thing is inevitable. Today, as we look at the celebration of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, 
we turn our attention thousands of years previous to a time just after the flood. In comparing the day of 
Pentecost and the happenings in our lesson, it seems like we view God doing two very different things. 
Additionally, it seems as if God is almost undoing what he did at the tower of Babel on Pentecost. This all leads 
to a very serious question, “Did God make a mistake?” So this morning, as we look at these two events in light 
of each other may we not only answer that question but also see how God’s love is on display for you and me 
in both of these events. 

Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2 As people moved eastward, they found a 
plain in Shinar and settled there. 3 They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them 
thoroughly.” They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build 
ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves; 
otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 5 But the LORD came down to see the city and 
the tower the people were building. 6 The LORD said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have 
begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and confuse 
their language so they will not understand each other.” 8 So the LORD scattered them from there over all the 
earth, and they stopped building the city. 9 That is why it was called Babel—because there the LORD confused 
the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 

The flood has come and gone. The world has grown from Noah and the families his children had. However, 
upon coming off the ark God have given a very specific command to Noah and his children, Shem, Ham and 
Japheth. He echoed the command given to Adam and Eve saying to “be fruitful and increase in number; 
multiply on the earth and increase upon it.” He gave this command twice. It is clear that to God this was a very 
important thing! 

Fast forward to our lesson. We see a direct opposition to God’s command here in our lesson. Look at what 
they said to each other, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that 
we may make a name for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” They did 
not want to fill the earth. They wanted to live together in one place. 

Obviously, the rest of our lesson is God’s displeasure of humankind’s plan. Speaking one language, it was easy 
for them to work together. They could plan together, they could build together, they had a united mind and 
thought in their goals and objectives and the success was, to say the least, impressive. It was so good that we 
are told it got God’s attention in a very big way. He sees their huge potential and wants to put a stop to it, so, 
he confuses them. He creates a massive barrier to their plans, a difference of understanding, a difference of 
language. 

Now it is one thing to have a little confusion as to what the big deal with this was, but it seems to me that it is 
entirely another thing to flash forward to the day of Pentecost. What is God doing? Doesn’t he seem to be 



undoing the tower of Babel. There is unity of language once more with the gift of tongues. In addition there is 
a huge spread of the gospel. Imagine if God hadn’t driven a wedge between the people at Babel, wouldn’t 
more have known about their Savior from the very beginning? 

It is at these questions we need to stop, take a step back and examine the bigger picture of not just our lesson, 
but also Scripture in general. The big problem with the tower of Babel was idolatry. They were building the 
tower to their glory, not to God’s. They needed to be humbled. The big picture of the day of Pentecost was not 
man’s glory, but God’s. It was proclaiming the completion of the work of Salvation. So, how do these two 
lessons come together and what is the lesson for us? 

Throughout the Old Testament God kept a relatively small group of people, the Israelites, separate in the laws 
he gave them for their worship, day to day and moral lives. He kept them separate as both an illustration to 
the difference his people are to be in this world as well as for the purpose of keeping the line of the Savior in 
tact and constant in the people’s minds. He wanted this to be the focus behind unity. He wanted the glory of 
God to be what made a nation great, not their own personal accomplishments and feats. 

That lesson shows us very clearly that God did not mess up. That lesson shows us very clearly the grand design 
and purpose behind him confusing the people with language at the tower of Babel. That lesson also helps to 
beautify the day of Pentecost that much more. But that lesson also has something very important to say to 
you and I both today and going forward as we celebrate the day of Pentecost. 

It is so very easy to lose track of such a simply thing, isn’t it? Sadder yet, we, more than most, have less of an 
excuse. Today as many of you entered church, you walked under the phrase, “To God alone be praise and 
Glory.” That is, in essence the job of the Holy Spirt, that is in essence the theme of Pentecost. That is why the 
Holy Spirit continues to be given to the believing heart, it is why he continues to work powerfully in your life 
and mine. And yet, it is so often we reject that. We want praise and glory to be on us. We want recognition for 
what we have done, we want credit for fruits of faith. We want understanding when busyness, often times 
self-imposed, gets in the way of being in God’s house, studying his word, living our faith. We, just as easily, get 
caught up in the glory of mankind concept that those who began that tower succumbed to.  

It is a fine line that we daily walk between giving glory and praise to God alone and robbing him of the praise 
that is due him. How easy is it to give ourselves a pat on the back when things go our way, when buildings are 
built, when growth happens, when plans turn to completed checks? How easy it is to place blame on God and 
each other when steps go backwards instead of forwards, feelings are hurt, decisions are made that I am 
opposed to? We live in Babel one day and among the disciples on Pentecost the next! 

And this is exactly why we need to drink deeply from the well of the living water found in the word of God, the 
Word Peter preaches from and shares on this day we celebrate today. We are daily in need of it! For it is the 
message of the love affair our God has with us, you and me. It is the message of our perfect God who does not 
err or make mistakes but does all things well. It is the message of our Savior who wants nothing more than for 
you and me to be saved and for us to rejoice so deeply in that salvation and have such an eagerness to grow in 
the knowledge of it and that it is not just for me and you but that it is for everyone that we share it through a 
life lived to the glory of God! 

Finally, in closing, there is one more lesson to be learned from the tower of Babel. One that is extremely 
important to note after we have seen the problems with the mentality of those who tried to build it. “But 
the LORD came down to see the city and the tower the people were building. 6 The LORD said, “If as one people 
speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for 
them.” We have been blest with the Holy Spirit. He lives in us and directs us to give praise and glory to our 
God through our lives. By God’s grace we are united in that mission. He has made us unique and he has 
blessed us with grand abilities. Let us amaze God by what we can do as one people for we have the almighty 
God on our side as well. Nothing will be impossible. Amen. 


