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“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”

WELCOME TO CHRIST 

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION

Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a family restroom with a changing station out the sanctuary doors to 

the left and around the corner.

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

www.christcambridge.com                                        Sunday Service 9:00��

Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341     Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com     bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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PASTOR’S WELCOME

OPENING HYMN                                           T���� Y��� M���� C���� U�   | #339

Please Stand.

GATHERING

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

(spoken) Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

Fellow loved ones of Christ: let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 

that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I 

have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I de-

serve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have   

mercy on me, a sinner. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie Eleison

DIVINE SERVICE I     
This liturgy, found on page 15 in the blue supplement, is a version of the historic    

liturgy of the Christian church.

L
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Our Triune God 
gathers with us 

to bless us 
through his 

Word and      
Sacrament.

When we gather 
in worship, we 

begin by ac-
knowledging 

that we are sin-
ners who need 

God’s               
forgiveness.

This heartfelt cry of 
a believer to his Sav-

ior, is not a cry for 
forgiveness, but for 
mercy that our Lord 

hear and help us in 
our need.  Christians 

have been praying 
the Kyrie for 1700 

years. May our cry 
for mercy  never 

change.  
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ABSOLUTION  
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 
only son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy 
Spirit.

(spoken) Amen.

 In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD Gloria in Excelsis

L
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God answers the 
pleas of repent-

ant believers 
with the for-

giveness that 
only comes 

through Jesus 
Christ.

The “Gloria” has 
been used in 

worship since 
the 4th century.  
Jesus said that 

the angels in 
heaven rejoice 

over one sinner 
who repents.  

The church sings 
out as the an-

gels sang on 
Christmas night: 
“Glory to God in 

the highest!” 
Luke 2:13-14
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

 And also with you.

 Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; 
and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you com-
mand; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

Please be seated.

L

L
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T H E  W O R D  
FIRST READING     Isaiah 66:18-24
18 “And I, because of what they have planned and done, am 

about to come and gather the people of all nations and languages, and they will 
come and see my glory. 19 “I will set a sign among them, and I will send some of 
those who survive to the nations—to Tarshish, to the Libyans and Lydians (famous 
as archers), to Tubal and Greece, and to the distant islands that have not heard of 
my fame or seen my glory. They will proclaim my glory among the nations. 20 And 
they will bring all your people, from all the nations, to my holy mountain in Jerusa-
lem as an offering to the L���—on horses, in chariots and wagons, and on mules 
and camels,” says the L���. “They will bring them, as the Israelites bring their grain 
offerings, to the temple of the L��� in ceremonially clean vessels. 21 And I will select 
some of them also to be priests and Levites,” says the L���. 22 “As the new heavens 
and the new earth that I make will endure before me,” declares the L���, “so will 
your name and descendants endure. 23 From one New Moon to another and from 
one Sabbath to another, all mankind will come and bow down before me,” says 
the L���. 24 “And they will go out and look on the dead bodies of those who re-
belled against me; the worms that eat them will not die, the fire that burns them 
will not be quenched, and they will be loathsome to all mankind.”

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 72 | pg. 93
Understanding the  door to heaven is  through Christ alone brings  praise 
to him alone.

SECOND READING           Hebrews 12:18-24
18 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and to burning fire, to 
darkness, to gloom, to a raging storm, 19 to the sound of a trumpet, and to a voice 
that spoke. Those who heard the voice asked that not one more word be add-
ed, 20 because they could not endure what was commanded: “If even an animal 
touches the mountain, it must be stoned.” 21 The sight was so terrifying that even 
Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” 22 Instead, you have come to Mount Zion, 
the city of the living God; to the heavenly Jerusalem; to tens of thousands of angels 
in joyful assembly; 23 to the church of the firstborn whose names are written in 
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heaven; to God, who is the judge of all; to the spirits of righteous people who have 
been made perfect; 24 to Jesus, the mediator of a new testament; and to the sprin-
kled blood that speaks a better message than the blood of Abel.

VERSE OF THE DAY 1 Timothy 1:10b

Alleluia. Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel. Alleluia. 

Please stand.

The Gospel according to  Luke 9

GOSPEL Luke 13:22-30
22 He went on his way from one town and village to another, teaching, and making 
his way to Jerusalem. 23 Someone said to him, “Lord, are only a few going to be 
saved?” He said to them, 24 “Strive to enter through the narrow door, because many, 
I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able. 25 Once the master of the house gets 
up and shuts the door, you will begin to stand outside and knock on the door, say-
ing, ‘Lord, open for us!’ He will tell you in reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come 
from.’ 26 Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you 
taught in our streets.’ 27 And he will say, ‘I don’t know where you come from. Depart 
from me, all you evildoers.’ 28 There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you 
see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you 
yourselves thrown outside. 29 People will come from east and west, from north and 
south, and will recline at the table in the kingdom of God. 30 And note this: Some are 
last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.”

The Gospel of our Lord.

L

L
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and   earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one be-
ing with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incar-
nate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius      Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended   into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has  spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy  
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the for-
giveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.

Please be seated.                                    

Hymn of the Day                                              I W��� �� D����� A�� ��� W�� |#431

SERMON Hebrews 12:18-24

Theme: A Tale of Two Mountains

A creed is a 

statement of 

faith.  Creed 

comes from the 

Latin “credo,” 

which means “I 

believe.”  The 

faith God gave 

us willingly,  

publicly, and 

regularly        

confesses the 

triune God as 

Lord and Savior.

C
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CREATE IN ME Psalm 51

Please be seated.

THANK OFFERING                                                   1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8            
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout the 
world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 
supports our ministry.
Another option for giving is through the “Give Plus Church” 
app. Safely and securely make a donation from a debit/credit 
card or checking/savings account.
(Please stand as the offering is brought forward)

Looking back 

to what was 

read and 

preached in 

the Word and 

looking for-

ward to bless-

ings of Jesus’ 

body and 

blood, this 

sung prayer 

puts our focus 

where it needs 

to be: on the 

renewing 

grace of God. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
“The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time.  
You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.”  We thank you, 
Heavenly Father, that you have fulfilled those words in our lives.  We gather 
here today as those who lack no good thing.  Not only do we have all that we 
need, we have the ability to enjoy what you have supplied because we live with 
the knowledge that, in Jesus, you have forgiven all our sins and called us to be 
your own.  Even the difficulties we have are blessings because we know that 
you will use them for our good.
Great are you, O Lord, and most worthy of praise.

We pray, O Lord, on behalf of those who do not know you.  Cause your Word 
to be proclaimed to them that they may hear of your love and promises and 
what you have done to redeem them to be your own.  Send your Holy Spirit in-
to their hearts to believe the good news so that their lips may confess:  
Great are you, O Lord, and most worthy of praise.

We intercede, O Lord, on behalf of those who are struggling with any of the 
difficulties that come to us in life because we are sinners living in a sinful world: 
sickness, mental or physical disability, financial reversals, family turmoil and 
strife, or any other challenge.  Whether you grant them relief or allow them to 
struggle a little longer, allow them to see your hand and your love that they 
may sing:
Great are you O Lord, and most worthy of praise.

We pray, O Lord, for those whom you have delivered from their difficulties.  Do 
not let them forget your goodness or be ungrateful for what you have done, 
but may they daily acknowledge:
Great are you, O Lord, and most worthy of praise.

Lord Jesus, your disciples called you “Rabbi” because you were their teacher.  
A new school year is upon us.  Be with students and teachers as they return to 
the classroom.  Enable those taught to acquire the knowledge, skills, and wis-
dom that will let them serve your purposes in our world; enable those who 
teach to do so with diligence and excellence. We ask your special blessing upon 
the lambs who are attending our school and the teacher and helpers who are 
guiding them.  Let them grow in godly wisdom and understanding so that they, 
too, may confess:

L

C

L

L

C

L
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Great are you, O Lord, and most worthy of praise.

Hear us, Lord, as we now bring you our private petitions.

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, all praise and glory be yours.  Hear us as we pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

T H E  S A C R A M E N T  
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is good and right so to do.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you  
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, 
the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world 
and by his resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on 
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 
song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus

L

L

L
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                      1Corinthians 11:23-25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,  
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which 
is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
(spoken) AMEN

LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei

Recorded for us in 
Isaiah 6:4, angels 
sing, “Holy, holy, 

holy is the Lord 
Almighty,” in the 

presence of the 
Triune God. The 

Church sings the 
same song in 

preparation for 
His Supper,    

faithfully          
confessing the 

Lord’s true     
presence in the 

Sacrament.

L

C
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Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
God tells us in the Bible that his Supper is for sinners who are accurately instructed in his word, who 
examine themselves by living in repentance, and who recognize the miraculous real presence of Jesus’ 
body and blood. It is our joy and honor to use God’s Hoy Word.  Therefore, we invite only current mem-
bers of Christ, (and those from sister WELS and ELS congregations) come forward to receive the Sacra-
ment at the direction of the ushers. If you have  questions, please speak with Pastor before taking part 
in the sacrament. He welcomes the chance to study what God says with you. And thanks so much for 
honoring God’s Word in this manner.
 One option for preparation is available in the red hymnal on page 156.

During the distribution the congregation is invited to sing the following hymn:

COMMUNION HYMN(S) #385, 311

When the distribution is completed, Pastor invites the congregation to stand and sing:

John the 
Baptist saw 

Jesus and 
said, “Look 

the Lamb of 
God who 

takes away 
the sin of 

the world.” 
John 1:29
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Song of Simeon                                                                       Nunc Dimittis

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
 And his mercy endures forever.

 O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your 
Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us 
pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us 
but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve 
you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
(spoken) AMEN.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

The Nunc Dimittis 
(“Now dismiss”) 
is also known as 

the “Song of Sim-
eon.” Through 

God’s Word and 
Sacrament, we 

have seen Jesus 
Christ, and like 

Simeon, we find 
divine peace and 
comfort through 

faith in the Savior.

L

C
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THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
(spoken) AMEN.

CLOSING HYMN: H� I� ��� W��, H� I� ��� T����, H� I� ��� L��� | #106(LAPPY)

L

C



Theme: A Tale of two mountains                                 9-18-19 

We have spent some time in Hebrews over the last couple weeks. If you have noticed, the overarching theme 
of our discussion in Hebrews has been on the superiority of Christ. It is him who our faith clings to and so it is 
in him that we have absolutely everything we need. Today, our focus is on the only way to heaven, the narrow 
door, the, singular, holy mountain. The emphasis God makes over and over again, is there are not many paths 
which lead to heaven. There is one path leading to heaven, one path leading to the place of eternal rest.  

Today, as we talk about this concept, we do so with the images God puts in our minds of two mountains. One 
mountain representing the old covenant God made with his people, and the second representing God’s 
second covenant he made with his people. This contrast is one of the most dramatic places in the Bible where 
God lays out for us what is at stake. It is as real as it gets for showing us what we give up when we turn to our 
own works or our own efforts for salvation. So, let us listen to this tale of Two Mountains and let us hear what 
each has to say to us about our God and about our eternity. 

18 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and to burning fire, to darkness, to gloom, to a raging 
storm, 19 to the sound of a trumpet, and to a voice that spoke. Those who heard the voice asked that not one 
more word be added, 20 because they could not endure what was commanded: “If even an animal touches the 
mountain, it must be stoned.” 21 The sight was so terrifying that even Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” 
22 Instead, you have come to Mount Zion, the city of the living God; to the heavenly Jerusalem; to tens of 
thousands of angels in joyful assembly; 23 to the church of the firstborn whose names are written in heaven; to 
God, who is the judge of all; to the spirits of righteous people who have been made perfect; 24 to Jesus, the 
mediator of a new testament; and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better message than the blood of Abel. 

Mount Sinai is earthly and touchable. It stands rugged and real in the Egyptian desert on the Sinai Peninsula. 
However, what happened there was far from earthly. There was blazing fire, thick impenetrable black smoke, 
there was a howling whirlwind and trumpet blasts that filled the Israelites gathered at the foot of the 
mountain with a deep sense of God’s presence and power. But this was not what really got everyone. What 
took everyone over the top was the voice of God himself giving his holy, perfect law. But, if possible, their fear 
was heightened by the edict from the voice of God that if even any animal touched the mountain it was to be 
stoned. In other words, the people were not even able to touch the animal to execute it, but rather to kill it by 
throwing stones or even shooting arrows at it as we are told in Exodus 19:13. That was the punishment for an 
uncomprehending animal. What about those who could grasp the warning. The entire scene we are brought 
back to here in Hebrews 12 was filled with so much fear and foreboding that it even left Moses, their leader 
and God’s friend, the one who had been commissioned for this task by God himself from the burning bush, 
shaking. Moses’ exact words, “I am trembling with fear,” are not told to us in the Exodus account but the 
statement from Exodus 19:16 that “everyone in the camp trembled” clearly included Moses as well. They and 
all they had were in the presence of perfection. It was beyond clear to them what that meant. The whole 
experience brought the people to exclaim to Moses, their leader who himself could not bear the sight and the 
sounds, in Exodus 20:19 “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will 
die.” 

Clearly this is not a desirable mountain. It is not a thing of beauty; it is not place or a way that brings us to 
peace with God. This mountain only brings fear. This mountain only brings trembling. The Law with its thunder 
and trumpets can provide no pardon for sin-troubled hearts or peace for sin torn consciences. The only thing it 
gives to you and me is the awesome revelation of God’s righteous requirements and the horrible fear of his 
just punishment over the smallest and most innocent or unrecognized and unknown breaking of His Law. It 
simply brings out the impassable and impossible gorge sin has eroded between God and man. The Law can do 
nothing to bridge this gap. The door to God Mount Sinai offers gives no future with God because it gives no 
access to God, no acceptance by God. And yet we try! We are bold enough, proud enough, sadly think so 
highly of ourselves that the devils coaxing and serenading sounds so lovely and blinds us to who we really are. 



Misinformed by our own conceit and even others, even other churches, we dare to think we can approach a 
holy God by means of what we do. What a tragedy to try and make a door to God where there isn’t one, what 
real foolishness to try and paint and glorify the door that leads only to eternal death in hell. 

But. The author begins our look at another mountain with such a beautiful word that marks a most glorious 
contrast. He reminds us that we have been carried by God’s grace to the point where we are now, we are 
already at this other mountain, Mount Zion, by the grace of God. Zion was one of the hills on which Jerusalem 
was built, but it is not referring to Jerusalem here. Here we are being pointed to the eternal dwelling of God 
and his people, namely heaven. This scene is also described, but it is much different as well as much grander. 

In this scene, instead of terror and trembling there is complete joy-filled jubilee! There are countless angels 
bursting into song like that in the fields outside of Bethlehem on the night of Christ’s birth. Their song has not 
stopped since then because even the angels are still in complete awe of Christ’s love! We are at this mountain 
and there are no restrictions, there is no fear, there are no commands where we can and cannot go. We are 
able to join our voices with the angels and it is welcomed and loved by God.  

But the angels are not our only companions because we have also come to the church of the firstborn, all 
those whose names are written in heaven. It is a glorious and tear free gathering. It is the beautiful 
understanding that all believers have the rank as firstborn in God’s sight for even more careful than the Jews 
to track and record their genealogical records is God who has penned us into his heavenly family record with 
the very blood of Christ our Savior. 

But more glorious than the loving hugs and smiling faces greeting us at this mountain is the fact that here in 
this mountain we are not wishing that God would stop talking. Here at this mountain we are not overwhelmed 
by the perfect justice of our God. No, here at this mountain we don’t even need someone to speak to us on 
God’s behalf. At Mount Zion, we have come to God! And notice, his justice, the fact he is judge of all is the 
most beautiful aspect of this mountain. We stand with him guilt free. We see him face to face without fear 
and without blemish because of our go between, our mediator Jesus. Abel was killed by his brother Cain. 
Abel’s blood cried out for vengeance, it cried out for punishment against the one who did wrong to him. But 
Christ’s blood, shed on your behalf, the blood he wants so badly for you to know is yours, the blood he gives 
personally to you in His supper, the blood of Jesus speaks only pardon and peace.  

This is the glory of the second mountain, the glory of Mount Zion the heavenly Jerusalem. It is a glory that puts 
all emphasis on Christ, the one, the only one who can and who has opened the door to an eternity of paradise 
for you and me. It is not a mountain God not only wants you on but it is a mountain with your names 
permanently chiseled into its rock. 

So, there you have it, a tale of two mountains. Which one would you have?  The laws loud thunder or the 
gospel’s tender love? The law’s curse proclaimed in Isaiah 59 “Your iniquities have separated you from your 
God” or the gospel’s pleading cry from Luke 14 “Come, for everything is now ready.” It seems to be a no 
brainer. It seems so obvious, but the answer is only found one place through one person. The door to Zion can 
only be opened in Christ. It is only faith in Christ that brings us to this second and better mountain. The simple 
answer is because the first covenant was made to show us the natural way, the way that we come up with, a 
way that gives us a chance to lean on our own works does not work. The door to heaven is narrow for that 
reason, it is narrow because it involves denying self, recognizing there is no good in us, no ability to appease or 
please God in our being and it means God lifting our chins up from the terror that realization gives to hear him 
say but look to Christ. Look at what he has done and won for you. What a beautiful picture that is. What a 
glorious mountain that brings us to that is not just a tale, it is what you have and where you have come 
through Jesus. Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mobile Giving  There will be a presenta�on immediately following 
the service TODAY on how to make use of the "Give Plus" app with a 
ques�on and answer for anyone interested.  
 

Mid-Week Bible Study Join Pastor Biebert on Wednesdays at 
10:00am or 6pm for focused �me in God’s Word. This fall, the theme 
en�tled "How to tell a friend about the Savior", will target the Great 
Commission and how best we can communicate our faith. It will be a 
great opportunity to dig in and discover how you can apply your faith! 
 

Free Will Offering A collec�on will be taken on Sunday, Sept. 29 for 
the Preschool Tui�on Assistance Fund. As we make progress toward 
our new license, there may be a small period of �me when state 
offered assistance is not accessible due to being "in-between" 
licenses. Having our Fund built up will help assure that every family 
will be able to keep their children in our preschool and remain up to 
date with their payments.  
 

Women of Christ—Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 Saturday, September 21 @ 8:00am— "Coffee & Cha�er" at 

Herman's Bakery.  
 Saturday, October 12 @ 9:00am—Cra�/Baking Day at Christ 
 Sunday, October 13 & 20—Fall Bazaar 
 Sunday, December 1—Advent by Candlelight 
 

Recycling Event The City of Cambridge in partnership with Evergreen 
Recycling is hos�ng a recycle day on Saturday, September 21 from 
9:00am to 12:00pm. Everyone is encouraged to 
bring their old electronics, appliances, fluorescent 
bulbs, ba�eries and ma�resses in for recycling.  
Bring items and cash or check for the fees to 
Cambridge City Hall.  Find more informa�on at 
www.ci.cambridge.mn.us 
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