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“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”

WELCOME TO CHRIST 

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION

Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a family restroom with a changing station out the sanctuary doors to 

the left and around the corner.

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

www.christcambridge.com                                        Sunday Service 9:00��

Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341     Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com     bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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PASTOR’S WELCOME

OPENING HYMN                                          J���� L����! T�� V������’� W�� | #145

Please Stand.

GATHERING

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

(spoken) Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

Fellow loved ones of Christ: let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 

that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I 

have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I de-

serve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have   

mercy on me, a sinner. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie Eleison

DIVINE SERVICE I     
This liturgy, found on page 15 in the blue supplement, is a version of the historic    

liturgy of the Christian church.

L
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Our Triune God 
gathers with us 

to bless us 
through his 

Word and      
Sacrament.

When we gather 
in worship, we 

begin by ac-
knowledging 

that we are sin-
ners who need 

God’s               
forgiveness.

This heartfelt cry of 
a believer to his Sav-

ior, is not a cry for 
forgiveness, but for 
mercy that our Lord 

hear and help us in 
our need.  Christians 

have been praying 
the Kyrie for 1700 

years. May our cry 
for mercy  never 

change.  
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ABSOLUTION  
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 
only son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy 
Spirit.

(spoken) Amen.

 In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD Gloria in Excelsis

L

C
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God answers the 
pleas of repent-

ant believers 
with the for-

giveness that 
only comes 

through Jesus 
Christ.

The “Gloria” has 
been used in 

worship since 
the 4th century.  
Jesus said that 

the angels in 
heaven rejoice 

over one sinner 
who repents.  

The church sings 
out as the an-

gels sang on 
Christmas night: 
“Glory to God in 

the highest!” 
Luke 2:13-14
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

 And also with you.

 Let us pray.

Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall 
be delivered from this world of sin and death. Keep us ever watchful for 
the coming of your Son that we may sit with him and all your holy ones at 
the marriage feast in heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

Please be seated.

L

L

C
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T H E  W O R D  
FIRST READING Isaiah 65:17-25
17 “See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former 

things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind. 18 But be glad and re-
joice forever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its 
people a joy. 19 I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound 
of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more. 20 “Never again will there be in 
it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out his years; 
the one who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere child; the one who fails to 
reach a hundred will be considered accursed. 21 They will build houses and dwell in 
them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 No longer will they build houses 
and others live in them, or plant and others eat. For as the days of a tree, so will be 
the days of my people; my chosen ones will long enjoy the work of their hands. 
23 They will not labor in vain, nor will they bear children doomed to misfortune; for 
they will be a people blessed by the L���, they and their descendants with them. 
24 Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear. 25 The wolf 
and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, and dust will 
be the serpent’s food. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain,” 
says the L���. 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 150 | pg. 122
Our refuge and strength.  This i s  the descr ipt ion of  our God.

SECOND READING 2 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5
13 But we are always obligated to thank God for you, brothers, loved by the Lord, 
because God chose you from the beginning for salvation by the sanctifying work of 
the Spirit and faith in the truth. 14 For this reason he also called you through our gos-
pel so that you would obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers, 
stand firm and hold on to the teachings that were passed along to you, either by 
word of mouth or by a letter from us. 16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God 
our Father, who loved us and in his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good 
hope, 17 encourage your hearts and establish you in every good work and word.  Fi-
nally, brothers, pray for us so that the word of the Lord may spread quickly and be 
glorified just as it was among you. 2 Pray also that we may be rescued from evil and 
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wicked people. For not everyone has faith. 3 Still, the Lord is faithful. He will establish 
you and protect you from the Evil One. 4 We also have confidence in the Lord con-
cerning you, that you are doing and will continue to do what we are telling 
you. 5 May the Lord continue to direct your hearts to God’s love and Christ’s patient 
endurance. 

VERSE OF THE DAY Revelation 7:15a
Alleluia. They are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his tem-
ple. Alleluia. 

Please stand.

The Gospel according to  Luke 20

GOSPEL Luke 20:27-38
27 Some of the Sadducees (who say there is no resurrection) came to him. 28 They 
asked him a question, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies leav-
ing a wife but no children, his brother should take the wife and raise up children for 
his brother. 29 So there were seven brothers. The first took a wife and died child-
less. 30 The second took her as a wife, 31 and so did the third, and in the same way the 
seven died and left no children. 32 Finally the woman died too. 33 So in the resurrec-
tion, whose wife will she be? For the seven had her as a wife.” 34 Jesus said to them, 
“The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 35 But those who are consid-
ered worthy to experience that age and the resurrection from the dead neither mar-
ry nor are given in marriage. 36 In fact, they cannot die any more, for they are like the 
angels. They are sons of God, because they are sons of the resurrection. 37 “Even Mo-
ses showed in the account about the burning bush that the dead are raised, when he 
called the Lord: ‘The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ 38 He 
is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for all are alive to him.”

The Gospel of our Lord.

L

L
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,      
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one be-
ing with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incar-
nate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended  into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the    Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has  spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy  
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the             
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.

Please be seated.                                    

Hymn of the Day                                          T�� D�� I� S����� D������ N��� |#207

SERMON Isaiah 65:17-25

Theme: “Real Life”

A creed is a 
statement of 
faith.  Creed 

comes from the 
Latin “credo,” 

which means “I 
believe.”  The 

faith God gave 
us willingly,  

publicly, and 
regularly        

confesses the 
triune God as 

Lord and Savior.

C
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CREATE IN ME Psalm 51

Please be seated.

THANK OFFERING                                                   1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8            
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout the 
world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 
supports our ministry.
Another option for giving is through the “Give Plus Church” 
app. Safely and securely make a donation from a debit/credit 
card or checking/savings account.
(Please stand as the offering is brought forward)

Looking back to 

what was read 

and preached in 

the Word and 

looking forward 

to blessings of 

Jesus’ body and 

blood, this sung 

prayer puts our 

focus where it 

needs to be: on 

the renewing 

grace of God. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise you for the victory you have 
given us through your Son Jesus.  Our death has been conquered because he 
rose from the grave.  He has broken the power of sin and Satan in our lives so 
that we can say “No” to temptation.  He has given us the answer to our guilt 
by declaring that it has been forgiven.  You have given us life in him, and 
through him we look forward to the full enjoyment of that life when we are 
with you in heaven.
Enable us to live in the victory that is ours.  Raise us up when we are discour-
aged because, even though the war has been won, battles against the devil, 
the world and our sinful nature remain.  Help us to keep our focus on you 
and your eternal promises that we might have a godly perspective on our 
earthly lives.

Lord Jesus, you are our resurrection.  We thank you for the hope you have giv-
en us.  You know what we face day by day, because you yourself experienced 
it and you remain our brother.  You have warned us that there will be wars 
and rumors of war, famine and natural disasters.  Do not let these things over-
whelm us.  Rather, continue to fill us with your life so that we might live as you 
desire, enjoying all the blessings you supply and standing firm against all the 
temptations that will try to lead us away from you.
Give us that which we need to say so that we may clearly and confidently 
share the truths of your Word – its condemnations and consolations, its in-
structions and insights – with all who need to hear them.

Holy Spirit, we await our day of eternal glory not knowing when it will be.  Be 
with us and all believers that we may remain steadfast.  Be with the Christians 
that have gathered around your Word in places like Nepal and Pakistan.  Their 
numbers are small.  Strengthen their faith. Increase their knowledge.  Enable 
them to stand firm in a place where living as a Christian can be very difficult.
Be with the members of this congregation who are absent today.  If they are 
travelling, keep them safe.  If they are ill, heal them according to your good 
pleasure.  If they are burdened by some sin, give them release through the 
assurance they have been forgiven.  If their faith is weak, give us opportunity 
to strengthen and encourage them through your Word.  Bring them again to 
worship with us.

L

L

C

L

C
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Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Lord Jesus, we look forward to that day when we will no longer have to ask you 
for anything because you will have brought to fulfillment everything you have 
promised.  In the meanwhile we say, “Even so, come Lord Jesus,” and continue 
to pray as you have taught us: 

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

T H E  S A C R A M E N T  
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is good and right so to do.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you  
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who preserves his Church to the end of time when he will come again 
as king to judge all people and take his own to glory. Therefore, with all the 
saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song:

L

L

L

L
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                      1Corinthians 11:23-25
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,  
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which 
is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
(spoken) AMEN

Recorded for us in 
Isaiah 6:4, angels 
sing, “Holy, holy, 

holy is the Lord 
Almighty,” in the 

presence of the 
Triune God. The 

Church sings the 
same song in 

preparation for 
His Supper,    

faithfully          
confessing the 

Lord’s true     
presence in the 

Sacrament.

L

C
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LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
God tells us in the Bible that his Supper is for sinners who are accurately instructed in his word, who 
examine themselves by living in repentance, and who recognize the miraculous real presence of Jesus’ 
body and blood. It is our joy and honor to use God’s Hoy Word.  Therefore, we invite only current mem-
bers of Christ, (and those from sister WELS and ELS congregations) come forward to receive the Sacra-
ment at the direction of the ushers. If you have  questions, please speak with Pastor before taking part 
in the sacrament. He welcomes the chance to study what God says with you. And thanks so much for 
honoring God’s Word in this manner.

John the 
Baptist saw 

Jesus and 
said, “Look 

the Lamb of 
God who 

takes away 
the sin of 

the world.” 
John 1:29
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 One option for preparation is available in the red hymnal on page 156.

During the distribution the congregation is invited to sing the following hymn:

COMMUNION HYMN(S) #714, 550

When the distribution is completed, Pastor invites the congregation to stand and sing:

Song of Simeon                                                                       Nunc Dimittis

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
 And his mercy endures forever.

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your 
Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us 
pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us 
but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve 

The Nunc Dimittis 
(“Now dismiss”) 
is also known as 

the “Song of Sim-
eon.” Through 

God’s Word and 
Sacrament, we 

have seen Jesus 
Christ, and like 

Simeon, we find 
divine peace and 
comfort through 

faith in the Savior.

L

L

C
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you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
(spoken) AMEN.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
(spoken) AMEN.

CLOSING HYMN:                                  L���, W��� Y��� G���� I S���� S�� | #219

C

L
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THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | NOV 18—NOV 24 

MONDAY    6:15pm  Confirma�on Class 

TUESDAY    5:30pm  Adult Discipleship Mee�ng 

    7:00pm  Midweek Worship 

WEDNESDAY         10:00am  Midweek Bible Study 

    6:00pm  Board of Educa�on Mee�ng 

THURSDAY    5:30pm  Church Council Mee�ng 

SUNDAY               9:00am  Worship w/ Communion 

  10:00am  Pie Day 

   10:30am  Bible Class & Sunday School 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Pastor Sam Biebert 
Contact Informa�on  ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com 
    701.471.0341 (cell) 
 

Church Office   763.689.5333 
Webpage   www.christcambridge.com 

Informa�on to help you stay connected and get involved! 

“Here am I. Send me!”  Isaiah 6:8   

Ushers: Dan G., Mike G., Jon P. 
Offering Counters: Tom, Rick  
Cleaners: Sorgerts, Motls 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

College Care Packages  As an encouragement to our student 
members away at college, Christ will assemble and send care 
packages. Joella Sorgert is collec�ng $ dona�ons to purchase of items 
for the packages. Please give your dona�ons to Joella TODAY! 
 

Christmas Poinse�as If you are interested in purchasing a Christmas 
poinse�a to help decorate the church, please add your name to the 
sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall by Sunday, November 24. The 
cost is $7 per plant. Please place your payment in the envelope next 
to the sign-up sheet. 
 

Snowflake Parade We will have a float in the Snowflake Parade on 
SATURDAY! The parade begins at 5:30pm. If you are interested in 
riding on the float or walking to pass out flyers for our upcoming 
Christmas for Kids, please talk to Steve Owens TODAY! Those 
par�cipa�ng in the parade will meet in the Anoka Ramsey parking lot 
at 5:00pm. 
  

Shoe Drive The Leadership Council at Community Chris�an School  
hopes to collect 2,500 pairs of shoes to benefit growing businesses in 
developing countries, and they need your help! Please donate your 
gently worn, used, or new shoes—athle�c shoes, dress shoes, 
sandals, casual shoes, and boots. Shoes can be put in the large red 
box inside the Fellowship Hall. Thanks! - Morgan & Claire Mundt 
 

Advent by Candlelight  Ladies, please let us know if you can join us on 
Sunday, December 1 at 3:00pm, as we prepare our hearts for the 
Advent season. Please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the 
Fellowship Hall.   
 

LOOKING AHEAD! SAVE THESE DATES!  
 Snowflake Parade—Saturday, November 23 @ 5:30pm 
 Pie Day—Sunday, November 24th (following worship) 
 Thanksgiving Service—Wednesday, November 27 @ 7:00pm 
 Christmas for Kids—Saturday, December 7th 
 Christmas Decora�ng—Sunday, December 8th 
 Christmas Caroling—Sunday, December 8th 
 Children’s Christmas Service—Wednesday, December 18 



Theme: Real Life                         11-17-19 

Close your eyes and picture it. Picture your happiest day. Picture your dream job. Picture your desired future. 
Picture what you want life to look like, what you want to be doing, how you want to feel, and the kind of 
people you want around you, the kind of people you want with you in that life. Is it good? Does it put a smile 
on your face and contentment in your heart? I would imagine it did. In fact, I would imagine there wasn’t a lot 
of sad things in the picture you conjured up in your minds. Your mind probably tried to stay away from sad 
things maybe even sad things you have already experienced in your life. I would imagine the death of young 
children was nowhere near your thoughts. I would hope that crying and weeping in sadness were far from 
your thoughts. I would hope in your mind’s picture work you did was enjoyed and not done in vain. I would 
pray your children never strayed and fell into sadness or a group of poor friends or made poor decisions in this 
picture of happiness you conjured.  

The reality is, we all can appreciate what real happiness looks like. Though we may have never felt it 
completely, though there may always be things we would tweak here and there, we can still imagine it to 
some degree. We understand that it really isn’t based on things that can be bought or acquired but it is an 
over arching feeling that touches all aspects of life. Additionally, happiness is what everyone wants, and 
happiness is that which everyone is constantly searching. It is the reality that everyone, to one degree or 
another, recognizes life, real life, is meant to hold more than sadness. Real life is meant to give more than 
frustration and anything less than that keeps us looking for more. But what does that conversation have to do 
with today? What does it have to do with the reason we are gathered here in God’s house this morning? What 
does it have to do with this Sunday in the church year we are looking at today, this Sunday labeled as “Saints 
Triumphant”? As we turn back to our lesson this morning and spend a little bit of time studying it and being 
taught by our God through it, may we see it has everything to do with how we live right now and how we will 
live with him. May we see what it means to know real life! 

17 “See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they 
come to mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight 
and its people a joy. 19 I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of 
crying will be heard in it no more. 20 “Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an 
old man who does not live out his years; the one who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere child; the one 
who fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed. 21 They will build houses and dwell in them; they will 
plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 No longer will they build houses and others live in them, or plant and 
others eat. For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people; my chosen ones will long enjoy the work 
of their hands. 23 They will not labor in vain, nor will they bear children doomed to misfortune; for they will be 
a people blessed by the LORD, they and their descendants with them. 24 Before they call I will answer; while 
they are still speaking I will hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like 
the ox, and dust will be the serpent’s food. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain,” says 
the LORD.  

Does this sound familiar? Maybe this picture is not exactly what you saw when you closed your eyes, but at 
the same time, what we have here, I would guess, is better. We have already mentioned today the Sunday we 
are celebrating, the focus behind our reason for gathering to give our praise to God today, is labeled as Saints 
Triumphant. But as we look at that, I hope a few points become important to understand. The first is what or 
who is a saint, the second, quite simply would be what makes them triumphant and why are we celebrating 
that fact? Finally, what do these wonderful words have to do with that conversation? 

Simply put, a saint is not someone who has already died, a saint is not a status that can only be attained by an 
elite few after they have proved their worth in some way shape or form. This congregation, right now, is filled 
with saints. But it is also not as thought it is just some general term that is tossed around flippantly. It is 
something that is earned. It is a term that was fought for. It is not something that comes easy. In our lesson, 



the one doing all the action is our Lord. In our lesson, the one making all the promises and the one possessing 
this glorious place is our God. This is important to note because the reason we are saints is completely 
because of our Savior. It is he who has made us holy through Christ’s triumph over sin death and the devil on 
the cross. Knowing what we are in Christ is important because that is what a saint is, someone who has been 
made holy. 

But we are celebrating Saints Triumphant Sunday, not Saints Sunday. Why are we triumphant? I would 
imaging that when you closed your eyes at the beginning of the sermon you didn’t imagine your life right now. 
But even if you did, I would guess there were a few things or people added to it and maybe there were a few 
things or people that didn’t come to mind or that you would rather not be there. That is because right now we 
can’t see what we fully have in Christ. It is because right now, although we can hear God’s words to us we 
can’t even fully imagine. But despite that, it doesn’t change what is ours. It doesn’t change what has been won 
for us through Christ. 

And finally, brothers and sisters in Christ, that is what brings us to what these wonderful words have to do 
with this conversation. You see, yes, we are triumphant because of what we have in Christ. Yes, the life we 
have to look forward to is wonderful beyond comprehension. It is a life that is life to the fullest extent of the 
word because everything that robs our life of joy, pleasure, satisfaction and years is removed. There will never 
be a week in which the ugly unexpected shows its ugly face. There will never be a situation where we are left 
wondering why. There will never again be the faintest question of our God or even a request we bring to our 
God because we will have it all, we will know life to the fullest.  

We celebrate that today for really two reasons. One, because it is such a comfort to know what is waiting for 
us and what those who have fought the good fight of faith before us are currently enjoying. There is zero 
sadness. They no longer know sadness of any kind. That means they do not know of sadness their loved ones 
face because that would certainly cause them sadness, but it also means they are living the fullest meaning of 
life with their Savior right now, they are Triumphant! 

But wait, you might say. How sad that is for me. How nice it would be for them to be watching over me. How 
cool it would be to have their help or to feel their warmth and love during tough times. But that is what brings 
us to reason number two. We also are saints triumphant right now because look at what love is ours! I am 
sure that all of you who have already known the joy of children and watched them grow up wanted what was 
best for them. I am sure that all of you who are still enjoying watching your children grow or who are looking 
forward to that make decisions on an almost daily basis so that your children, to the best of your ability, will 
be strong, smart, and have a good future ahead of them. You do that because you love them. But how that 
love, as great, strong, and self-sacrificing as it is, pails in comparison to the love that Christ has showed us. 
How that love is but a shadow of all that Christ’s love earned for us. That is love you already possess right this 
very moment. That gives you real and meaningful life even right now! You are Triumphant! It is this love we 
celebrate today and it is this love we look forward to seeing one day in full because this is what gives us a life 
of joy beyond our wildest dreams, this is what gives us real life! 

Brothers and sisters eat and drink deeply of that love given and poured out for you in a few moments at the 
Lord’s table. Keep that love in mind as we each continue to grow in our faith through the message of love he 
gives us in his Word. Never let the real life that love gives to you know and in full for all eternity fade from 
your minds as we minister to each other and seek to continually grow in how we minister to this community 
and area that God has placed us in. In Christ, you have real life because of the holiness he won for you and 
that makes us Triumphant. Amen. 


