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“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”

WELCOME TO CHRIST 

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION

Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a family restroom with a changing station out the sanctuary doors to 

the left and around the corner.

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

www.christcambridge.com                                        Sunday Service 9:00��

Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341     Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com     bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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PASTOR’S WELCOME

OPENING HYMN                                           A M����� F������� I� O�� G�� | #201

Please Stand.

GATHERING

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

(spoken) Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

Fellow loved ones of Christ: let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 

that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I 

have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I de-

serve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have   

mercy on me, a sinner. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie Eleison

DIVINE SERVICE I     
This liturgy, found on page 15 in the blue supplement, is a version of the historic    

liturgy of the Christian church.
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Our Triune God 
gathers with us 

to bless us 
through his 

Word and      
Sacrament.

When we gather 
in worship, we 

begin by ac-
knowledging 

that we are sin-
ners who need 

God’s               
forgiveness.

This heartfelt cry of 
a believer to his Sav-

ior, is not a cry for 
forgiveness, but for 
mercy that our Lord 

hear and help us in 
our need.  Christians 

have been praying 
the Kyrie for 1700 

years. May our cry 
for mercy  never 

change.  
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ABSOLUTION  
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 
only son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy 
Spirit.

(spoken) Amen.

 In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD Gloria in Excelsis

L
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God answers the 
pleas of repent-

ant believers 
with the for-

giveness that 
only comes 

through Jesus 
Christ.

The “Gloria” has 
been used in 

worship since 
the 4th century.  
Jesus said that 

the angels in 
heaven rejoice 

over one sinner 
who repents.  

The church sings 
out as the an-

gels sang on 
Christmas night: 
“Glory to God in 

the highest!” 
Luke 2:13-14
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

 And also with you.

 Let us pray.

Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your 
faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort 
them in all temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow 
on the Church your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forev-
er. Amen.

Please be seated.

L
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T H E  W O R D  
FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34
31 “The days are coming,” declares the L���, “when I will make a 

new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 32 It will not 
be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a hus-
band to them,” declares the L���. 33 “This is the covenant I will make with the peo-
ple of Israel after that time,” declares the L���. “I will put my law in their minds 
and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 34 No 
longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the L���,’ be-
cause they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares 
the L���. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no 
more.” 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 46 | pg. 84
Our refuge and strength.  This i s  the descr ipt ion of  our God.

SECOND READING Romans 3:19-28
19 Now we know that whatever the law says is addressed to those who are under 
the law, so that every mouth will be silenced and the whole world will be subject to 
God’s judgment. 20 For this reason, no one will be declared righteous in his sight by 
works of the law, for through the law we become aware of sin. 21 But now, com-
pletely apart from the law, a righteousness from God has been made known. The 
Law and the Prophets testify to it. 22 This righteousness from God comes through 
faith in Jesus Christ to all and over all who believe. In fact, there is no differ-
ence, 23 because all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 24 and are justi-
fied freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God 
publicly displayed as the atonement seat through faith in his blood. God did this to 
demonstrate his justice, since, in his divine restraint, he had left the sins that were 
committed earlier unpunished. 26 He did this to demonstrate his justice at the pre-
sent time, so that he would be both just and the one who justifies the person who 
has faith in Jesus. 27 What happens to boasting then? It has been eliminated. By 
what principle—by the principle of works? No, but by the principle of faith. 28 For 
we conclude that a person is justified by faith without the works of the law.
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VERSE OF THE DAY John 8:31-32
Alleluia. If you continue in my Word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the 
truth, and the truth will make you free. Alleluia. 

Please stand.

The Gospel according to  John 8

GOSPEL John 8:31-36
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you remain in my word, you 
are really my disciples. 32 You will also know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free.” 33 “We are Abraham’s descendants,” they answered, “and we have never 
been slaves of anyone. How can you say, ‘You will be set free’?” 34 Jesus answered, 
“Amen, Amen, I tell you: Everyone who keeps committing sin is a slave to sin. 35 But a 
slave does not remain in the family forever. A son does remain forever. 36 So if the 
Son sets you free, you really will be free.

The Gospel of our Lord.

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,      
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered 

L

L

A creed is a 
statement of 
faith.  Creed 

comes from the 
Latin “credo,” 

which means “I 
believe.”  The 

faith God gave 
us willingly,  

publicly, and 
regularly        

confesses the 
triune God as 

Lord and Savior.

C
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death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended  into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the    
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has  spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy  
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the             
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.

Please be seated.                                    

Hymn of the Day                                              S�������� U��� U� H�� C��� |#390

SERMON John 8:31-36

Theme: “Freedom”

Hymn                           #768 Choir sings verse 1-4 Congregation joins in on verse 5

THANK OFFERING                                                   1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8            
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout the 
world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 
supports our ministry.
Another option for giving is through the “Give Plus Church” 
app. Safely and securely make a donation from a debit/
credit card or checking/savings account.
(Please stand as the offering is brought forward)
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we bring our heartfelt thanks that you brought 
about the reformation of your church through your servant Martin Luther and 
the other confessors of the faith who lived and worked with him.  We know 
your Word.  For this we give you thanks.
Enable us to continue to hold to it.  There are many who deny it in whole or in 
part.  We would be among them were it not for your Spirit causing us to cling 
to it as your truth.  Preserve us in your truth and preserve your truth among us 
that we may tell it to the next generation.

The need for reformation remains – also in our own hearts.  Too easily we can be 
taken in by the temptation to think that we can or need to add something that 
we do to what our Savior has already done.  Too easily our sinful natures would 
have us think that we are what we are and have what we have because we 
somehow deserved it.
We thank you for the times that you have kept us from those errors and the 
times that you have forgiven us because we have fallen into them.  Give us the 
confidence that your undeserved love will remain with us and do not let us de-
part from the faith to which you have called us.

Lord of the church, the work of Martin Luther and those with him was not easy.  
Powerful forces opposed and threatened them.  So it has always been when 
your servants have spoken your Word boldly to oppose false teaching.  Satan 
does not go quietly.  It is no different in our own day.   
Give us courage to stand against those who oppose your truth.  Remind us that 
your power is greater than that of your enemies.  If there are costs that we ex-
perience or setbacks that we suffer, remind us that you are still in control.  Ena-
ble us to always speak the truth in love, with gentleness and patience, so that 
you might be known both in what we say and in who we are. 

Savior of all, there are still many who have not heard and do not know your 
Word of their salvation.  Give us your love for the lost so that we reach out to 
share your Gospel with those who have not heard it and with those who need to 
hear it again.  
Be with the pastors and missionaries who go where we cannot and enable 
them to speak with both boldness and compassion.  In those places where we 

L
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cannot send missionaries, enable those who are your own to continue to tes-
tify to the truth so that all the elect are brought into your kingdom.
Hear us, Lord, as we now bring you our private petitions.

Our spoken words and unspoken thoughts we offer to you through the merits 
of our Savior Jesus Christ who has taught us to pray:     

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

T H E  S A C R A M E N T  
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is good and right so to do.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you  
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of 
your Son, the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of 
the world and by his resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all 
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 
their glorious song:

L
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                      1Corinthians 11:23-25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,  
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which 
is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
(spoken) AMEN

Recorded for us in 
Isaiah 6:4, angels 
sing, “Holy, holy, 

holy is the Lord 
Almighty,” in the 

presence of the 
Triune God. The 

Church sings the 
same song in 

preparation for 
His Supper,    

faithfully          
confessing the 

Lord’s true     
presence in the 

Sacrament.

L
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LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
God tells us in the Bible that his Supper is for sinners who are accurately instructed in his word, who 
examine themselves by living in repentance, and who recognize the miraculous real presence of Jesus’ 
body and blood. It is our joy and honor to use God’s Hoy Word.  Therefore, we invite only current mem-
bers of Christ, (and those from sister WELS and ELS congregations) come forward to receive the Sacra-
ment at the direction of the ushers. If you have  questions, please speak with Pastor before taking part 
in the sacrament. He welcomes the chance to study what God says with you. And thanks so much for 
honoring God’s Word in this manner.

John the 
Baptist saw 

Jesus and 
said, “Look 

the Lamb of 
God who 

takes away 
the sin of 

the world.” 
John 1:29
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 One option for preparation is available in the red hymnal on page 156.

During the distribution the congregation is invited to sing the following hymn:

COMMUNION HYMN(S) #313, 376

When the distribution is completed, Pastor invites the congregation to stand and sing:

Song of Simeon                                                                       Nunc Dimittis

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
 And his mercy endures forever.

 O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your 
Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us 

The Nunc Dimittis 
(“Now dismiss”) 
is also known as 

the “Song of Sim-
eon.” Through 

God’s Word and 
Sacrament, we 

have seen Jesus 
Christ, and like 

Simeon, we find 
divine peace and 
comfort through 

faith in the Savior.

L

L
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pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us 
but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve 
you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
(spoken) AMEN.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
(spoken) AMEN.

CLOSING HYMN:                          L���, K��� U� S�������� �� Y��� W��� | #203

C
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Theme: “Freedom”                   11-3-2019 

What does freedom mean? We celebrate July 4th as our Independence Day, the day we won our freedom as a 
country. However not one of you can do what you want whenever you want. You could go as fast as you want 
down the road in your vehicle, but you are eventually going to get punished for that. You could not work but 
eventually you are going to run out of money and the ability to live as you would like to live. You can’t go 
wherever you want because there are laws against trespassing. You can’t just build whatever you want, 
wherever you want because there are rules, regulations, permits and zoning laws that simply do not allow it. 
There injuries and diseases that come upon people every day that limit mobility and freedom to go where they 
want to go. I can’t just go jump off a cliff and expect to fly because even nature has laws that say what goes up 
must come down. Freedom and what it looks like is a very hard term to wrap our minds around because no 
matter what there will always be things you can’t do because either nature doesn’t allow it or rules that are in 
place don’t allow it. 

Today, we are celebrating Reformation. While we often look to a man named Martin Luther and what God 
accomplished in and through him it is really a celebration of the truth of God’s word and what it teaches. It is 
celebrating the grace of God, faith worked by God and how all of this only known and realized in and through 
the Word of God alone. Often, this is known through Latin phraseology as the three solas, a Latin word 
meaning alone, of the reformation. Sola gracia, sola fides and sola scriptura, in other words by grace alone, by 
faith alone and by scripture alone. It is a celebration of the freedom a Christian has from the slavery of sin in 
Christ. It is this very thing that our lesson from John 8 is talking to us about this morning. So, this morning, let 
us unpack what freedom is and may we walk away rejoicing in the real freedom we possess in Christ. 

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you remain in my word, you are really my disciples.  32 You 
will also know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 “We are Abraham’s descendants,” they answered, 
“and we have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say, ‘You will be set free’?” 34 Jesus answered, 
“Amen, Amen, I tell you: Everyone who keeps committing sin is a slave to sin. 35 But a slave does not remain in 
the family forever. A son does remain forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you really will be free. 

It must be up there with one of the most misused and isolated from its context phrases in the Bible “The truth 
will set you free.” We see the word on libraries and used as college mottoes. We hear them on the lips of 
political leaders. We even hear them in the voices of those trying to disguise their sin and their sinful lifestyles. 
But we don’t hear whose Word reveals the truth that sets us free. We don’t hear whose disciples have that 
truth and the freedom that comes with it. We don’t hear about Jesus. 

But it hasn’t taken until the present day for people to misuse and misapply God’s words. As Jews, those in our 
lesson claimed freedom already that no one else, not even the occupied forces of Rome over them, could 
claim. To them, their earthly connection to Abraham gave them a favored status with God. They were not and 
never would be slaves to anyone. Who was this Jesus to tell them they needed to become free? 

But that is the way the sinful mind works, isn’t it? That is the way it worked then and that is the way it still 
works now. My mind tells me freedom allows me to do what I want to with my time. My mind tries to 
convince me that it is Jesus who is trying to shackle me, not free me. But is the person who is drawn again and 
again to unwholesome images really free? Is the person who needs that drink actually liberated? Is the person 
who has those deep pockets, that big house and that full garage truly free when they lose it all and plunge into 
despair? I find joy and contentment in pleasing this world. I find fulfillment in the things this world has to 
offer. For a while I may even be convinced that it is all good and I am living a meaningful life.  

But then our master comes to collect. Then I come to realize that an image cannot care for me or give me 
anything real. That drink slowly starts to alienate me from friends, family and my health. My health starts to 
fade, my ability to produce more wealth goes away and there is not enough money in the world to buy me 
more time or to buy me health. I get older and lose touch with the fast paced, constantly updating world, 



those friends I cared so much about pleasing move and pass away and all I am left with is loneliness. Life 
doesn’t have as much meaning; I don’t have the answers to tragedy. I stumble around in my chains of slavery 
until the tighten and permit me from going any farther and yet I want to reject the words of Jesus “Anyone 
who keeps committing sin is a slave to sin.” Jesus is looking you in the eye when he says that just as he is 
staring at me. The truth is, by nature I am not free nor are you. 

That is the truth Martin Luther came to as he realized the extent of God’s hatred for sin. He felt God’s eyes 
burning a hole in the back of his head. He knew he couldn’t stop sinning even though he tried so very hard to 
do that very thing even to the point of removing himself from the world as best as he could, joining a 
monastery, starving himself and spending hours upon hours with his face to the floor in penance and prayer. 
But at the end of the day, he was still a sinner. He needed the truth just as desperately as you and I need it. He 
needed the freedom only the truth could give. 

And that is what he found in God’s Word by the Holy Spirit working in him to know the Son of God had set him 
free.  

“So if the Son sets you free, you really will be free.” God’s Word is the true tale, the real story and the joyful 
future of your freedom and it begins and continues into eternity through the Son of God. It is the account of 
the one who paid your price and removed the shackles of slavery from your feet and hands. It is the truth of 
God giving you his righteousness even though you could offer and give him nothing. It is the factual account of 
you being freed through and in Christ. It God’s truth that thunders from heaven and drowns out the devil’s lies 
when he tries to hold your sin before your face and when he tries to promote your own misguided deeds as 
security. We have free access to God’s truth that pronounces to you over and over again your innocence as 
Jesus took on your guilt. What was true at the same time Jesus spoke these words is still true today. You and I 
are free from sin because of God’s Son, Jesus Christ. You are really free! 

It is freedom where you no longer must do something, but you are able and get to live your life. When we 
were slaves to sin, we were without ability to please God. God tells us that himself saying, without faith it is 
impossible to please God. But through the blood of Christ and being brought into God’s family we can. We can 
do God pleasing actions, we can give real God pleasing praise. We can know the devil and all his lies are 
nothing, they no longer hold us. We can know our debt to God is gone, wiped out. We are free.  

This is the reason for our reformation celebrations today. It is the celebration of the truth of the Word of God 
and all it frees us from and frees us to do. No longer are we stuck hoping we have done enough. No longer do 
we need to worry about our status before the almighty God. No longer do we look for our escape and peace 
from sin in ourselves. We have freedom in Christ.  

Finally, the reason this festival is so important and in need of our constant attention is because the old evil foe 
does not stop. Each day more are born into this slavery of sin and each day people leave this world still in the 
shackles of sin. Not only is it important to cherish our freedom in how we live, it is also important to cherish 
our freedom in Christ by what we say. There is constant need for reformation in our own hearts so that we do 
not revert to our slavery but also in the lives of others so that they know the freedom that is also theirs in 
Christ. We need to realize what a precious commodity we have been given and additionally know how 
valuable it is to others. We have been led out of our slavery of sin by Christ working in our hearts through his 
Word and he gives us opportunity to be his voice as we continue to proclaim his word and minister to our 
community and area. And the best part is this is something we get to do and only through the known 
undeserved love shown to us by God’s own Son, our Savior, it is also something we want to do. God help us to 
always know and see this freedom. Amen. 

 

 



THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | NOV 4—NOV 10 

MONDAY         NO Confirma�on 

TUESDAY       NO Midweek Worship 

WEDNESDAY            NO Midweek Bible Study 

SUNDAY                9:00am  Worship 

   10:00am  Cookies & Coffee    

   10:30am  Bible Class 

   Sunday School 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Pastor Sam Biebert 
Contact Informa�on  ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com 
    701.471.0341 (cell) 
 

Church Office   763.689.5333 
Webpage   www.christcambridge.com 

Informa�on to help you stay connected and get involved! 

“Here am I. Send me!”  Isaiah 6:8   

Ushers: Dan G., Mike G., Jon P. 
Cookies & Coffee:  Karen P. 
Offering Counters: Barry, Brian M.  
Cleaners: Foss, Owens 

Pastor Biebert will be out of town through 

Wednesday (11/6) but will be available via cell phone 

(701) 471-0341 and will check his messages regularly. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Congrega�onal Potluck and Short/Long 
Range Planning mee�ng TODAY! Don’t miss 
this opportunity to share you thoughts about 
the future of our congrega�on! We need 
everyone to par�cipate. 
 

 

College Care Packages  As a kindness and encouragement to our 
student members who are away at college, Christ will assemble and 
send care packages. Joella Sorgert is collec�ng $ dona�ons to be used 
for purchase of items for the packages. Please see Joella with 
dona�ons and ques�ons.  Please make dona�ons by Nov. 17. 
 

Advent by Candlelight  Women of Christ, please 
plan to a�end a special worship event for YOU! 
Prepare your hearts for the Advent season and 
enjoy dessert and fellowship on Sunday, 
December 1 at 3:00pm. Please add your name to 
the sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.  Opportuni�es are available 
to decorate a table or provide a special dessert. Please see the W.O.C. 
bulle�n board for more informa�on. 
 
LOOKING AHEAD! SAVE THESE DATES!  

 Snowflake Parade—Saturday, November 23 @ 5:30pm 
 Pie Day—Sunday, November 24th (following worship) 
 Thanksgiving Service—Wednesday, November 27 @ 7:00pm 
 Christmas for Kids—Saturday, December 7th 
 Christmas Decora�ng—Sunday, December 8th 
 Christmas Caroling—Sunday, December 8th 


