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“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”

WELCOME TO CHRIST 

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION

Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a family restroom with a changing station out the sanctuary doors to 

the left and around the corner.

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

www.christcambridge.com                                        Sunday Service 9:00��

Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341     Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com     bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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PASTOR’S WELCOME

OPENING HYMN                               C���, F����� M�, ��� S����� S���� | #453

Please Stand.

GATHERING

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

(spoken) Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

Fellow loved ones of Christ: let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 

that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I 

have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I de-

serve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have   

mercy on me, a sinner. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie Eleison

DIVINE SERVICE I     
This liturgy, found on page 15 in the blue supplement, is a version of the historic    

liturgy of the Christian church.

L

C

L

C

Our Triune God 
gathers with us 

to bless us 
through his 

Word and      
Sacrament.

When we gather 
in worship, we 

begin by ac-
knowledging 

that we are sin-
ners who need 

God’s               
forgiveness.

This heartfelt cry of 
a believer to his Sav-

ior, is not a cry for 
forgiveness, but for 
mercy that our Lord 

hear and help us in 
our need.  Christians 

have been praying 
the Kyrie for 1700 

years. May our cry 
for mercy  never 

change.  
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ABSOLUTION  
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 
only son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy 
Spirit.

(spoken) Amen.

 In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD Gloria in Excelsis

L

C
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God answers the 
pleas of repent-

ant believers 
with the for-

giveness that 
only comes 

through Jesus 
Christ.

The “Gloria” has 
been used in 

worship since 
the 4th century.  
Jesus said that 

the angels in 
heaven rejoice 

over one sinner 
who repents.  

The church sings 
out as the an-

gels sang on 
Christmas night: 
“Glory to God in 

the highest!” 
Luke 2:13-14
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

 And also with you.

 Let us pray.

Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and 
rule our hearts, for without your help we are unable to please you; through 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

L

L

C
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T H E  W O R D  
FIRST READING              Amos 6:1-7
Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who feel 

secure on Mount Samaria, you notable men of the foremost nation, to whom the 
people of Israel come! 2 Go to Kalneh and look at it; go from there to great Hamath, 
and then go down to Gath in Philistia. Are they better off than your two kingdoms? 
Is their land larger than yours? 3 You put off the day of disaster and bring near a 
reign of terror. 4 You lie on beds adorned with ivory and lounge on your couches. 
You dine on choice lambs and fattened calves. 5 You strum away on your harps like 
David and improvise on musical instruments. 6 You drink wine by the bowlful and 
use the finest lotions, but you do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph. 7 Therefore you 
will be among the first to go into exile; your feasting and lounging will end. 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 146 | pg. 120
Earthly  r iches give opportunities to show the Lord’s goodness  to others

SECOND READING 1 Timothy 6:6-16
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the 
world, and we certainly cannot take anything out. 8 But if we have food and cloth-
ing, with these we will be satisfied. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into tempta-
tion and a trap and many foolish and harmful desires, which plunge them into com-
plete destruction and utter ruin. 10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of 
evils. By striving for money, some have wandered away from the faith and have 
pierced themselves with many pains. 11 But you, O man of God, flee from these 
things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance, and gentle-
ness. 12 Fight the good fight of faith. Take hold of eternal life, to which you were 
called and about which you made your good confession in the presence of many 
witnesses. 13 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of 
Christ Jesus, who made a good confession as a witness before Pontius Pilate, 14 that 
you keep this command without spot and without fault, until the appearing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will make known at the proper time—the blessed and 
only ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, who 
lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or is able to see. To him be 
honor and power forever! Amen.
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VERSE OF THE DAY Philippians 2:10,11
Alleluia. At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Alleluia. 

Please stand.

The Gospel according to  Luke 9

GOSPEL Luke 16:19-31
19 The whole crowd kept trying to touch him, because power was going out from him 
and healing them all.  20 He lifted up his eyes to his disciples and said:  Blessed are 
you who are poor, because yours is the kingdom of God. 21 Blessed are you who hun-
ger now, because you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, because you 
will laugh. 22 Blessed are you whenever people hate you, and whenever they exclude 
and insult you and reject your name as evil because of the Son of Man. 23 “Rejoice in 
that day and leap for joy because of this: Your reward is great in heaven! The fact is, 
their fathers constantly did the same things to the prophets.”  24 But woe to you who 
are rich, because you are receiving your comfort now. 25 Woe to you who are well 
fed now, because you will be hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, because you will 
be mourning and weeping. 26 Woe to you when all people speak well of you, because 
that is how their fathers constantly treated the false prophets. 27 “But I say to you 
who are listening: Love your enemies. Do good to those who hate you. 28 Bless those 
who curse you. Pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone strikes you on one 
cheek, offer the other too. If someone takes away your coat, do not withhold your 
shirt. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes away your things, do not 
demand them back. 31 “Treat others just as you would want them to treat you.

The Gospel of our Lord.

L

L
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and   earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one be-
ing with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incar-
nate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius      Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended   into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has  spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy  
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the for-
giveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.

Please be seated.                                    

Hymn of the Day                               W� N�� I������ G�� ��� H��� G���� |#190

SERMON 1 Timothy 6:6-16

Theme: “Contentment that Pursues”

A creed is a 

statement of 

faith.  Creed 

comes from the 

Latin “credo,” 

which means “I 

believe.”  The 

faith God gave 

us willingly,  

publicly, and 

regularly        

confesses the 

triune God as 

Lord and Savior.

C
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CREATE IN ME Psalm 51

Please be seated.

THANK OFFERING                                                   1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8            
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout the 
world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 
supports our ministry.
Another option for giving is through the “Give Plus Church” 
app. Safely and securely make a donation from a debit/credit 
card or checking/savings account.
(Please stand as the offering is brought forward)

Looking back 

to what was 

read and 

preached in 

the Word and 

looking for-

ward to bless-

ings of Jesus’ 

body and 

blood, this 

sung prayer 

puts our focus 

where it needs 

to be: on the 

renewing 

grace of God. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
We bless you, O Lord, for your love and mercy to us.  You forgive our sins in Je-
sus and welcome us into your presence to worship you.  You accept us and our 
prayers.  With your Word and Spirit you supply what we need for our souls.  
With your open hand you sustain us in our daily lives.
We give thanks to you, O Lord, for you are good; your love endures forever.

Give us, O Lord, a spirit of contentment and humility as we live in this world.  
Our sinful natures all too easily takes the good you have given us and make it 
the seedbed for the sins of greed, covetousness, and complacency.
Preserve us from these evils that we might continue to live as your children.

We pray, O Lord, for those through whom you supply to us what we have: the 
farmers who work the fields; the business leaders who use their vision and cap-
ital and skills to organize the enterprises that develop that which we need and 
use; the workers in factory and office, the laborers on construction sites, and all 
others who produce that which we consume.
Give them satisfaction in their labors, a sense of godly purpose in all that they 
do.  Preserve from harm those who labor in dangerous professions.  Curb and 
thwart all those who would seek to use their positions only to bring evil and 
ruin.  May their hearts be converted to know you.

You establish governments, O Lord, to protect your people and preserve the 
peace, to punish the evil and reward the good.  We pray for those who carry 
out the various aspects of this sometimes very challenging task.  Be with our 
elected officials that they govern with wisdom and righteousness.  Be with 
those who serve in the judiciary that they exercise sound judgment.  Be with 
those who administer the state that they do their duties with honesty and in-
tegrity.  Protect those who protect us so that they are kept safe.  Cause our 
schools to be venues of true knowledge and learning.
Continue in us an attitude which honors and respects those whom you have 
placed over us for our good.

Hear us, Lord, as we now bring you our private petitions.

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, all praise and glory be yours.  Hear us as we pray: 

L

C

L

L

C

L

L

C

C
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LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

T H E  S A C R A M E N T  
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is good and right so to do.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you  
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, 
the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world 
and by his resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on 
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 
song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus

L

L

L

L

C

C

C
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                      1Corinthians 11:23-25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,  
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which 
is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
(spoken) AMEN

LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei

Recorded for us in 
Isaiah 6:4, angels 
sing, “Holy, holy, 

holy is the Lord 
Almighty,” in the 

presence of the 
Triune God. The 

Church sings the 
same song in 

preparation for 
His Supper,    

faithfully          
confessing the 

Lord’s true     
presence in the 

Sacrament.

L

C
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Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
God tells us in the Bible that his Supper is for sinners who are accurately instructed in his word, who 
examine themselves by living in repentance, and who recognize the miraculous real presence of Jesus’ 
body and blood. It is our joy and honor to use God’s Hoy Word.  Therefore, we invite only current mem-
bers of Christ, (and those from sister WELS and ELS congregations) come forward to receive the Sacra-
ment at the direction of the ushers. If you have  questions, please speak with Pastor before taking part 
in the sacrament. He welcomes the chance to study what God says with you. And thanks so much for 
honoring God’s Word in this manner.
 One option for preparation is available in the red hymnal on page 156.

During the distribution the congregation is invited to sing the following hymn:

COMMUNION HYMN(S) #454, 315

When the distribution is completed, Pastor invites the congregation to stand and sing:

John the 
Baptist saw 

Jesus and 
said, “Look 

the Lamb of 
God who 

takes away 
the sin of 

the world.” 
John 1:29
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Song of Simeon                                                                       Nunc Dimittis

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
 And his mercy endures forever.

 O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your 
Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us 
pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us 
but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve 
you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
(spoken) AMEN.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

The Nunc Dimittis 
(“Now dismiss”) 
is also known as 

the “Song of Sim-
eon.” Through 

God’s Word and 
Sacrament, we 

have seen Jesus 
Christ, and like 

Simeon, we find 
divine peace and 
comfort through 

faith in the Savior.

L

C

L

C
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THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
(spoken) AMEN.

CLOSING HYMN:                               L���, D������ U� ���� Y��� B������� | #329

L

C



Theme: “Contentment that Pursues”                   10-20-19 

I hate to do it, to bring it up and add to the overhyped frenzy, but it provides a good illustration that most of 
us can relate to. Christmas is coming. Yes, it is not even the end of October, and Thanksgiving is still over a 
month away, but marketers are doing their best to try and begin building the Christmas hype already now. 
They want to slowly whittle away the contentment of potential customers and place an image of the perfect 
Christmas into their minds. And the fact is, it will work for many people. Some will take out loans to try and 
create the “perfect” Christmas. Some will overspend. Others will spend within their means but will ultimately 
have feelings of disappointment because they didn’t get what they want or they see others who got more or 
others who had what seemed to be a “better” celebration. 

But this conversation is not about Christmas. Rather, it is about the fact that discontentment reigns in each of 
our hearts to some degree or another. Because of this attitude we can all struggle with from time to time and 
think that our joy and happiness is directly related to what we have or what we don’t have, I pray we all come 
to this section of 1 Timothy with open ears to hear God’s encouragement for us. But, at least at face value, it 
may seem a little confusing. It seems a little confusing because it first encourages contentment but then it 
talks about pursuing something which would suggest to say we shouldn’t be content. So let us take some time 
to look at this little paradox and may God help us to grow in our contentment that pursues. 

6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take 
nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 Those who want to get 
rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 
wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, 
and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. 
Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of 
many witnesses. 13 In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying 
before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14 to keep this command without spot or 
blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which God will bring about in his own time—God, the 
blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone is immortal and who lives in 
unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen. 

In order to have real contentment that pursues, we need to first understand contentment, real contentment. 
To be honest, this is not easy, for any of us. It is one thing to say we could maybe try to be content with food 
and clothing but is entirely another thing to say we will be content with that. We are beyond blessed to live in 
a society where the norm is far more than food or clothing. To only have that would be complete poverty. Is 
God asking for contentment through great loss and hardship? 

Yes, and no. The following verses show us the real problem God wants us to address. It is a lack of 
contentment. It is a constant desire to always have more. It is the thought that earthly happiness can 
somehow be attained through stuff. And God addresses the thing that can be the leader of those thoughts, 
namely money. He does not say money is evil, just that it can cause a great amount of temptation and when 
pursued first and foremost it can plunge people into ruin and destruction. But even worse than that is the 
reminder that it and the pursuit of wealth can cause people to wander from their faith and in doing so, pierce 
themselves with many griefs. 

This is where we need to pause and take a good hard look at ourselves. We need to do this because this word 
of caution is not coming from a God who doesn’t understand our lives, it is not coming from a God who does 
not love us, it is not coming from a God who does not want us to have joy in our lives. In fact, he has shown us 
the opposite in every way. He lived here on this earth and greatly understands the desire and drive for earthly 
pleasures, he was tempted in everyway just as we are, he took up all our weaknesses, all of our sins. He did all 



of this because he wants us to have a lasting eternal joy in a place that outshines and out gives everything and 
everything this world has to offer. 

And yes, how often we have heard this, how well we know this…but how good the devil and our own sinful 
natures are at causing us to forget this. It is easy to have church just be something that is there when nothing 
else is going on, when we haven’t had a late Saturday night or a long week and just want to relax on Sunday 
morning. It is easy to catch up on our shows rather than catching up on our time listening to God speak to us 
in a devotion. It is easy to get frustrated with all that is going on, just when we felt as though we were catching 
up on our bills another big expense hits us and so we have to get overtime and we have to give less right? And 
we still need to make time for the concert, the game, to get out fishing, to do all the things that make me 
happy. It is easy to view all our time as just that, more time for me and more time to get ahead. It is easy to 
think of time just as we can of money and forget it is God who gives us all the time and money we have and it 
is not robbing from what is ours to do with as we like but it is giving back a mere fraction of what is already 
Gods. 

But it is not as though God doesn’t want you pursuing things, in fact, God is teaching to have a sort of 
discontentment here in this lesson. But it is not regarding any earthly possessions, it is concerning our faith. 
He tells us: “But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, endurance and gentleness.” In short, never be content with where your faith is, always seek growth in it. 
Flee from everything that would hamper it. If possessions are not a problem for you, if they don’t present a 
temptation for you, great! But flee from what does. Know where you are week and go to the one who will and 
does make you strong. Don’t settle but grow in your righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and 
gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith. It is not one that brings bloodshed, hate, hurt, or tears but it is a fight 
against yourself and against this world and against the devil and his temptations. Fight that fight and know 
whom it is who is on your side, namely, “God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords, 16 who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To 
him be honor and might forever.” 

But how? To flee from something requires a change of direction. To fight requires a struggle. So I would 
challenge you as I would hope you would constantly challenge me to draw closer in your trust of God in some 
way. Maybe, it is a weekend project that you believe needs to get done and so it would seem that time with 
your God needs to be sacrificed. I challenge you to put it off for a morning and spend that time in God’s house 
and see if the world keeps on spinning and you are really worse off for taking the morning off. Maybe you 
don’t struggle with things like that though, maybe you struggle with trusting God will take care of you if you 
give too much. Try setting aside a percentage of your paycheck before you spend it on anything else to God, 
maybe even raise it by 1% of what you have been giving, and see if God still doesn’t provide you with what 
you need. But maybe that is not what you struggle with. Maybe it is time in God’s word, grab a meditation 
booklet and spend 5 minutes with your God each night and see if God doesn’t bless you through a stronger 
faith and a more joy-filled outlook on this life. Maybe you have been thinking about Bible Class or you know 
that it is something that wouldn’t take that much more time out of your day, try sticking around for a month 
and see if you are not blessed in your understanding of God’s word or in the fact that there are others going 
through some of the same struggles you are and you are not alone.  

In short, be content with what God has blessed you with in this world. Do not make the things of this world 
your priority. But at the same time, struggle with God for his spiritual blessings, pursue the fruits of faith and 
righteousness, and never stop fighting the truly good fight of faith. You will never be let down because your 
Savior was raised up on the cross so you could look your heavenly Father in the eye and see his joy in you. You 
will never be let down because your Savior left his grave clothes in the dust of his tomb so that even in death 
you would have a real and sure hope of eternity. Contentment that pursues. May God continually encourage 
all of us to always have this mindset. Amen.   
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Youth Ou�ng Our youth will serve Feed My 
Starving Children on Saturday, October 26 at 
11:00am. We will package meals and then 
enjoy lunch at Pizza Ranch in Andover. There 
are s�ll a few spots le�! Contact Sean Brown 
for more informa�on. 
 

Informa�on Mee�ng A�end TODAY following Bible Study for 
informa�on to prepare you for next week’s Voter’s Mee�ng. 
 

Free Will Offering  A freewill offering will be gathered on Sunday, 
October 27, which will support the MLC Equipping Chris�an 
Witnesses campaign. This was the focus of the WELS connec�on 
which we watched this morning. 
 

Voter’s Mee�ng  Please plan to a�end the Voter’s Mee�ng on 
Sunday, October 27.  Gain valuable informa�on about what is 
happening here at Christ and share your thoughts about our ministry. 

 

Enjoy a Congrega�onal Potluck on Sunday, 
November 3, immediately following worship. 
Please bring a dish to pass. We’ll grab some 
food and begin our process for short and long 
range planning! 
 

Long Range Planning  On Sunday, November 3 (in place of Bible 
Study) our congrega�on will begin a discussion of short and long 
range planning. There is a clear passion for our congrega�on and its 
future.  We want to ensure that we are united in our goals as we 
move forward and seek to give every member the opportunity to 
share their thoughts as we set our goals for the future.  Please make 
it a priority to a�end.  
 

Advent by Candlelight  Women of Christ, please plan to a�end a 
special worship event for YOU! Prepare your hearts for the Advent 
season and enjoy dessert and fellowship on Sunday, December 1. 
Watch for more informa�on! 
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