
Sunday, 

Sept 8, 

2019 



2

“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”

WELCOME TO CHRIST 

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION

Our ��������� are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a ������ �������� with a changing station out the sanctuary doors 

to the left and around the corner.

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way

Our ����� �������� is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

CONTACT INFORMATION                                                     Sunday Service 9:00��

Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341     Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com     bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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PASTOR’S WELCOME

OPENING HYMN                               C���, F����� ��, ��� S����� S���� | #453

Please Stand.

GATHERING

In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy   
Spirit. 

(sings) Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and con-
fess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful 
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and ac-
tions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Je-
sus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.    

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie Eleison

COMMON SERVICE
This liturgy, found on page 15 in the red hymnal, is a version of the      

historic liturgy of the Christian church.

L

L

C

C

These opening 
words remind us 

of our baptism 
and tell us who is 

here with us.

This expression, 
“Lord, have mer-
cy,” is one of the 
oldest responses 

of the worship-
ing Church.

We need repent-
ance and for-

giveness on an 
ongoing basis. In 

his unending 
mercy, God pro-

vides.
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ABSOLUTION  
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

(sings) Amen.

 In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD Gloria in Excelsis

L

C

L

Versions of this 
song have been 
used in worship 

since the 4th cen-
tury.  In response 

to God’s grace 
expressed 

through the ab-
solution, the 

church sings out 
as the angels 

sang on Christ-
mas night: “Glory 

be to God on 
high!” 

Luke 2:13-14
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

(sings) And also with you.

 Let us pray.

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace 
that we come into your presence and offer true and faithful 
service. Grant that our worship on earth may always be 
pleasing to you, and in the life to come give us the fulfill-
ment of what you have promised; through Jesus Christ, your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
(sings) Amen

Please be seated.

T H E  W O R D  
FIRST READING Jeremiah 23:23-29 
23 “Am I only a God nearby,” declares the L���, “and not a God far 
away? 24 Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them?”
declares the L���. “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” declares the 
L���.  25 “I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in 
my name. They say, ‘I had a dream! I had a dream!’ 26 How long will this continue in 
the hearts of these lying prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their own 

The Prayer of the 
Day asks the Lord 
for spiritual bless-
ings, based on the 
assigned Scripture 

readings. .  The 
Prayer of the Day is 

often ancient, da-
ting back to the 5th 

century.  It’s not 
surprising that the 

Church keeps using 
these prayers.  The 

greatest needs of 
mankind never 

change.

L

C

L

C

C
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minds? 27 They think the dreams they tell one another will make my people for-
get my name, just as their ancestors forgot my name through Baal worship. 28 Let 
the prophet who has a dream recount the dream, but let the one who has my 
word speak it faithfully. For what has straw to do with grain?” declares the L���. 
29 “Is not my word like fire,” declares the L���, “and like a hammer that breaks a 
rock in pieces?

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 139a | pg.116
It  is  God’s  Word that  leads us to  seek him with a l l  our heart.

SECOND READING Hebrews 12:1-13 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us get rid 
of every burden and the sin that so easily ensnares us, and let us run with patient 
endurance the race that is laid out for us. 2 Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, who 
is the author of our faith and the one who brings it to its goal. In view of the joy set 
before him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at 
the right hand of God’s throne. 3 Carefully consider him who endured such hostility 
against himself from sinful people, so that you do not grow weary and lose heart. 
4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood in your fight against 
sin. 5 Have you also forgotten the encouragement that addresses you as sons? My 
son, do not regard the Lord’s discipline lightly, and do not become weary of his cor-
rection. 6 For the Lord disciplines the one whom he loves, and he corrects every son 
he accepts. 7 Endure suffering as discipline. God is dealing with you as sons. Is there 
a son whose father does not discipline him? 8 If you are not disciplined (and all of us 
have received it), then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 In addition, we 
have earthly fathers who disciplined us, and we respected them. Should we not sub-
mit even more to the Father of the spirits and live? 10 They disciplined us for a little 
while, according to what seemed best to them, but God disciplines us for our good, 
so that we may have a share in his holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant when it is 
happening, but painful, yet later it yields a peaceful harvest of righteousness for 
those who have been trained by it. 12 Therefore strengthen your weak hands and 
feeble knees, 13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not 
be dislocated but rather healed.
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”VERSE OF THE DAY                                                                               Hebrews 4:12

Alleluia. The Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. Alleluia. 

Please stand.

Our Savior meets us in the Gospel according to Luke 12.

GOSPEL Luke 12:49-53
49 “I came to throw fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already ignited. 50 But I have a 
baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is finished! 51 Do you think that I came 
to bring peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 52 Yes, from now on there 
will be five divided in one household: three against two, and two against three. 53 They will 
be divided: father against son, and son against father; mother against daughter, and 
daughter against mother; mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law.” 

The Gospel of our Lord.

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered un-
der Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,  and was buried. He de-
scended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.

L

We stand in    
honor of the   

Gospel because it 
presents the 

words and works 
of   Jesus, the 

Word  Incarnate.

C

A creed is a 
statement of 
faith.  Creed 

comes from the 
Latin “credo,” 

which means “I 
believe.”  The 

faith God gave 
us publicly and 

regularly con-
fesses the tri-

une God as Lord 
and Savior. 

L
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY W��� �� ��� H��� �� U����� N��� | #413

SERMON Hebrews 12:1-13
Theme: Why Should My Faith Be Strong?

CREATE IN ME Psalm 51

Please be seated.

Looking back to 
what was read 

and preached in 
the Word and 

looking forward 
to blessings of 

Jesus’ body and 
blood, this sung 
prayer puts our 

focus where it 
needs to be: on 

the renewing 
grace of God. 



9

THANK OFFERING                                                   1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8            
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout 
the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering 
which supports our ministry.
Another option for giving is through the “Give Plus Church” 
app. Safely and securely make a donation from a debit/credit 
card or checking/savings account.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
“How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord Almighty!  My soul yearns, even 
faints for the courts of the Lord.”  Lord we thank you that you have gathered 
us here again this day to meditate upon your Word and to enjoy the fellowship 
we have with you and one another because of Jesus.  Here you keep us 
grounded and settled.  Here you restore our perspective so that we can deal 
with life.  Here you have again told us that our sins of not trusting you, of wor-
rying, of not resting in you – and all our other sins – are forgiven.  You give us 
peace.
Preserve in us a love for your Word and for your worship.  Give us the 
strength and spirit to put into practice what we have heard.  Refresh us day 
by day by giving us the ability to remember what you have told us and prom-
ised us.

Lord God, heavenly Father, you direct all thing in this world.  The reports we 
hear of storms,  floods and fires in distant places as well as in our own land re-
mind us that creation itself groans as if in the pains of childbirth while it waits 
for the day that you will reveal your children at Jesus’ second coming.  Be with 
those who are personally affected by these natural disasters.  If they do not 
yet know you, have these events cause them to seek you.  If they do know 
you, assure them that you will keep them in your care.  
Give us, your people, the ability to see in such disasters opportunities to 
show others your love and care by the assistance we give.  Do not let us grow 
weary in doing good, but restore your spirit in us that we may continue to 
care for those in need whether they are around the world or in our own back 
yard.

O Holy Spirit, in Scripture you make it clear that, until the day our Savior re-
turns in glory, people and powers will oppose the preaching of the Word and 
make life difficult for those who proclaim it faithfully.  At times, some of the 

L

L

L

C

C
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greatest hostility will come from those who claim to be members of the church 
but speak a message contrary to what you have revealed.  This was true in the 
time of Jeremiah; it was true in the time of our Savior; it is true today.
Give to us and all who contend for the truth strength, courage, and confi-
dence to stand firm before those who rage against the Gospel.  Do not let our 
hearts be corrupted by their wickedness, but retain in us the ability to re-
spond to them speaking the truth in love, having our conversation “full of 
grace, seasoned with salt.”  

Ancient of Days, you have promised to sustain and carry us when our hair is 
gray and our years are many.  We thank you that we can rely on you both for 
our needs and the needs of our loved ones.  We praise you for the many bless-
ings that are ours through our grandparents.  Pour out your grace on those on 
all those who are in the senior years of life.  May we and they understand the 
opportunities you give to serve you as they serve us and we serve them.
Most importantly, we pray that you would keep them strong in the faith as 
they await that day when we will see you in glory.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Triune God, we pray to you, confident that you will hear us, and according to 
your wisdom grant our petitions, for our Savior has taught us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN F���� ��� G��� F���� | #457

PRAYER
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we 
so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and 
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting 
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
(sings) Amen.C

L

L

L

C

C

L

C
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and   give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN:                                   M�� ��� M��� �� C����� M� S����� | #467



L



Theme: Why should my faith be strong?                       9-8-19 

When it comes to strength, just about everyone has a stance on it. Some people look at those who put time 
and effort into physical betterment with a certain amount of nonchalance. They don’t care about running or 
lifting weights and would rather not spend their time doing something that they personally find no enjoyment 
doing. Then there are the people who put a lot of time and effort into tidiness while others figure, I will clean 
when I have reason to. There are also those who put a lot of time and effort into mental betterment. They 
read and study, they attend conferences and seminars and they are always eager to glean new information 
and to add to things they already know while others are content to do the busy work and let other people 
worry about thinking. Basically, it is a simple fact that it takes all kinds and everyone is going to approach 
things a little bit differently. 

I say all that, and you probably know all that, and yet now we are going to throw a big “yeah but” into the mix. 
Despite where you fall in the spectrum of earthly betterment, we all have an encouragement from God to 
grow in our faith, to exercise it so that it gets stronger. In fact, it is more than just an encouragement, it is a 
command. God tells us very clearly in 2 Peter 3:18 to “Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.”  

However, you might say, why should I? I already know that Jesus is my Savior. Why should I keep growing, 
what do I have to keep growing in? Is there anything else to know? My life is so busy, I don’t have time to 
make it to Bible class, for that matter, I barely have time to be in church. All I get off are weekends, I need 
sometime to relax. My nights are for unwinding, how can I do that if I am adding church into the mix? All good 
questions and obviously there is reason behind those thoughts. But those thoughts are what bring us to our 
lesson for today. It is a lesson which addresses the why, it is a lesson which gives us our motivation to grow in 
our faith and to make it a priority with all of the other things going on in our life. So keeping in mind the 
command from God to grow and our lesson for today which tells us why it is so important for us to grow we 
have a topic that is vitally important to us all whether we are mature, young, or somewhere in-between in our 
faith life. With all of this in mind, we go back to our lesson once more to answer the question “why should my 
faith be strong?” 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us get rid of every burden and the 
sin that so easily ensnares us, and let us run with patient endurance the race that is laid out for us. 2 Let us 
keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, who is the author of our faith and the one who brings it to its goal. In view of the 
joy set before him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of 
God’s throne. 3 Carefully consider him who endured such hostility against himself from sinful people, so that 
you do not grow weary and lose heart. 4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood in your 
fight against sin. 5 Have you also forgotten the encouragement that addresses you as sons? My son, do not 
regard the Lord’s discipline lightly, and do not become weary of his correction. 6 For the Lord disciplines the 
one whom he loves, and he corrects every son he accepts. 7 Endure suffering as discipline. God is dealing with 
you as sons. Is there a son whose father does not discipline him? 8 If you are not disciplined (and all of us have 
received it), then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 In addition, we have earthly fathers who 
disciplined us, and we respected them. Should we not submit even more to the Father of the spirits and 
live? 10 They disciplined us for a little while, according to what seemed best to them, but God disciplines us for 
our good, so that we may have a share in his holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant when it is happening, 
but painful, yet later it yields a peaceful harvest of righteousness for those who have been trained by it. 
12 Therefore strengthen your weak hands and feeble knees, 13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that 
what is lame may not be dislocated but rather healed. 

 First thing first as we take this lesson to heart is the simple fact that your faith needs to be strong for you! We 

are told a number of things. We are told to CAREFULLY consider him who endured hostility so that we do not 

become weary and lose heart. This is not some knowledge we can quickly come to. Just as if you are dieting or 



exercising, you are not going to see immediate results, but it is careful, deliberate, and dedicated action over a 

long period of time. We are reminded that no matter how great we may think we are, we are not to Christ’s 

level. We have room to grow.  

He goes on to describe to us what discipline is as we are told to regard suffering as discipline. In other words, 

God is telling us that every time we are facing suffering, whether it is personal tragedy, things not going your 

way, to even that of hurt loved ones face that affects us simply because we love them, we are to regard it as 

discipline. 

That is another aspect to personal growth in our faith. How did you understand discipline when you were 

younger? I would guess, if you are like many people, you didn’t really enjoy it. Maybe you claimed it to be 

unfair. Maybe you rejected it as if the one disciplining you was just out to get you or maybe you owned it in a 

sort of juvenile badge of honor. Regardless, I am guessing that as you aged and matured, you viewed that 

discipline differently. You better understood the discipline you faced whether it was right or wrong. You 

learned that it was ultimately for a purpose of training you and leading you to better understanding write and 

wrong as well as your role in the family.  

God wants us to know that faith makes us members of his family and that because of his love for us as 

members of his family he is going to discipline us out of his love. He does it so that as we will be trained by it. 

For this very reason he tells us we need to be strengthened, our faith needs to grow so that we see the 

discipline we receive as a blessing from God, an act of his love to train us in righteousness, to keep us walking 

the road to glory. 

That, in and of itself, is a huge and very important reason to grow in our faith, but there is still more. Our faith 

also needs to grow for the person next to you, the one in front of you and for that matter all of those who are 

here and are fellow members of the body of Christ. 

Maybe you were the older sibling in your house, maybe you had someone come to you for advice, maybe you 

had the opportunity to mentor someone else, or maybe you are simply a loving parent who wants your child 

to better understand your discipline. Regardless, maturity is needed to help others see the reason behind 

discipline. 

You see, a strong faith is not just beneficial for yourself, but it is also vitally important for all of God’s family. It 

is needed to help others through discipline God allows into their life. It is needed to be one’s whom God uses 

to help train and strengthen others. It is needed to give healing to those who feel lame and to make straight 

paths for those who find themselves in a crooked road in life. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, never be content with your faith. I pray you always see reason after reason to 

grow in it. That can only happen in God’s word, that is where God promises to make good on his promise to 

make it stronger. A strong faith is needed for you. It is needed to understand God’s discipline. It is needed to 

see how his discipline trains us and corrects us. But it is also vital for your brothers and sisters. May we 

selfishly but also selflessly always seek growth in our faith to keep our eyes on Jesus, the one who authored 

our faith in his death on the cross and additionally his victory over death in the empty Easter tomb. May we 

always hold firmly onto our God in a strong faith as well as hold the hands of our brothers and sisters in faith 

on the straight path to our Savior’s eternal side. Amen. 

 



THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | SEPT 9—SEPT 15 

MONDAY    5:00pm  Outreach Team Mee�ng 

    6:15pm  Confirma�on Class 

TUESDAY    7:00pm  Midweek Worship 

WEDNESDAY     10:00am/6:00pm Midweek Bible Study 

    6:00pm  Property & Finance Commi�ee 

SUNDAY               9:00am  Worship w/ Communion 

  10:00am  Cookies & Coffee 

   10:30am  Bible Class & Sunday School 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Pastor Sam Biebert 
Contact Informa�on  ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com 
    701.471.0341 (cell) 
 

Church Office   763.689.5333 
Webpage   www.christcambridge.com 

Informa�on to help you stay connected and get involved! 
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Classes begin this week! Thank you to all 
who were able to join us for our Opening 
Service! We are s�ll looking for 
VOLUNTEERS. Contact Cliss Loescher if you 
would like to volunteer or have any 
ques�ons.  

PRESCHOOL NEWS 

Informa�on to help you stay connected and get involved! 

“Here am I. Send me!”  Isaiah 6:8   

Ushers: Brian M., Jordan, Brian L. 
Cookies & Coffee:  Anne 
Offering Counters: Barry, Brian M. 
Cleaners: Marrifield, Schrom 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Sunday School begins TODAY!  Confirma�on Class begins MONDAY! 
 

Mid-Week Bible Study Beginning September 11, plan to join Pastor 
Biebert on Wednesdays at 10:00am or 6pm for focused �me in God’s 
Word. This fall, the theme en�tled "How to tell a friend about the 
Savior", will target the Great Commission and how best we can 
communicate our faith. It will be a great opportunity to dig in and 
discover how you can apply your faith! 
 

Mid-Week Worship Have you enjoyed the opportunity to worship 
during the week? It is a great blessing when work, travel, or other 
commitments keep you from church on Sunday. Your mid-week 
worship opportunity will con�nue! At this �me, Tuesday evening 
services will con�nue to be offered! 
 

Mobile Giving  There will be a presenta�on following the service 
TODAY and next Sunday on how to make use of the "Give Plus" app 
with a ques�on and answer for anyone interested.  
 

Women of Christ—Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 Saturday, September 21 @ 8:00am— "Coffee & Cha�er" at 

Herman's Bakery.  
 Saturday, October 12 @ 9:00am—Cra�/Baking Day at Christ 
 Sunday, October 13 & 20—Fall Bazaar 
 Sunday, December 1—Advent by Candlelight 
 

City Wide Garage Sale The annual Cambridge City wide garage sale is 
scheduled for Saturday, September 14. Sales start at 8:00am. 
 

Recycling Event The City of Cambridge in partnership with Evergreen 
Recycling is hos�ng a recycle day on Saturday, September 21 from 
9:00am to 12:00pm. Everyone is encouraged to bring their old 
electronics, appliances, fluorescent bulbs, ba�eries and ma�resses in 
for recycling.  Bring items and cash or check for the fees to Cambridge 
City Hall.  Find more informa�on at www.ci.cambridge.mn.us 
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