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“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”

WELCOME TO CHRIST 

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION

Our ��������� are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a ������ �������� with a changing station out the sanctuary doors 

to the left and around the corner.

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way

Our ����� �������� is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

www.christcambridge.com                                        Sunday Service 9:00��

Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341     Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com     bldgblksforlife@gmail.com



3

PASTOR’S WELCOME

OPENING HYMN                               I�������, I��������, G�� O��� W��� | #240

Please Stand.

GATHERING

In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy   
Spirit. 

(sings) Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and con-
fess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful 
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and ac-
tions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Je-
sus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.    

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie Eleison

COMMON SERVICE
This liturgy, found on page 15 in the red hymnal, is a version of the      

historic liturgy of the Christian church.
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These opening 
words remind us 

of our baptism 
and tell us who is 

here with us.

This expression, 
“Lord, have mer-
cy,” is one of the 
oldest responses 

of the worship-
ing Church.

We need repent-
ance and for-

giveness on an 
ongoing basis. In 

his unending 
mercy, God pro-

vides.
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ABSOLUTION  
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

(sings) Amen.

 In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD Gloria in Excelsis
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Versions of this 
song have been 
used in worship 

since the 4th cen-
tury.  In response 

to God’s grace 
expressed 

through the ab-
solution, the 

church sings out 
as the angels 

sang on Christ-
mas night: “Glory 

be to God on 
high!” 

Luke 2:13-14
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

(sings) And also with you.

 Let us pray.

Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no 
one standing idle. Help us to order our lives by your wisdom 
and to serve you in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
(sings) Amen

Please be seated.

T H E  W O R D  
FIRST READING Amos 8:4-7 
4 Hear this, you who trample the needy and do away with the  
poor of the land, 5 saying,  “When will the New Moon be over that 
we may sell grain, and the Sabbath be ended that we may market wheat?”— 
skimping on the measure, boosting the price and cheating with dishonest scales, 
6 buying the poor with silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, selling even the 
sweepings with the wheat. 7 The Lord has sworn by himself, the Pride of Jacob: “I 

The Prayer of the 
Day asks the Lord 
for spiritual bless-
ings, based on the 
assigned Scripture 

readings. .  The 
Prayer of the Day is 

often ancient, da-
ting back to the 5th 

century.  It’s not 
surprising that the 

Church keeps using 
these prayers.  The 

greatest needs of 
mankind never 

change.
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will never forget anything they have done. 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 119b | pg.110
Only the Lord can give  us a proper attitude and understanding of  worldly  wealth

SECOND READING 1 Timothy 2:1-8 
First of all, then, I urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for all people, 2 for kings and all those who are in authority, in order that we 
might live a quiet and peaceful life in all godliness and dignity. 3 This is good and 
pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who wants all people to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one mediator be-
tween God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for 
all, the testimony given at the proper time. 7 For this testimony, I was appointed a 
herald and an apostle—I speak the truth; I am not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles 
in faith and truth. 8 Therefore, I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy 
hands without anger or argument.

”VERSE OF THE DAY                                                                     2 Corinthians 12:9a

Alleluia. My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. 

Alleluia. 

Please stand.

Our Savior meets us in the Gospel according to Luke 14.

GOSPEL Luke 16:1-13
Jesus also said to his disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager who was 
accused of wasting his possessions. 2 The rich man called him in and said to him, 
‘What is this that I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because 
you can no longer be manager.’ 3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, since 
my master is taking away the management position from me? I am not strong 
enough to dig. I am ashamed to beg. 4 I know what I will do, so that when I am re-

L

We stand in    
honor of the   

Gospel because it 
presents the 

words and works 
of   Jesus, the 

Word  Incarnate.
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moved from my position as manager, people will receive me into their houses.’ 5 “He 
called each one of his master’s debtors to him. He asked the first, ‘How much do 
you owe my master?’ 6 He said, ‘Six hundred gallons of olive oil.’ He said to him, 
‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and write three hundred.’ 7 Then he said to another, 
‘How much do you owe?’ And he said, ‘Six hundred bushels of wheat.’ He said to 
him, ‘Take your bill and write four hundred and eighty.’ 8 “The master commended 
the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the children of this 
world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the children of 
the light are. 9 I tell you, make friends for yourselves with unrighteous mammon, so 
that when it runs out, they will welcome you into the eternal dwellings. 10 The per-
son who is faithful with very little is also faithful with much. And the person who is 
unrighteous with very little is also unrighteous with much. 11 So if you have not been 
faithful with unrighteous mammon, who will entrust you with what is really valua-
ble? 12 If you have not been faithful with what belongs to someone else, who will 
give you something to be your own? 13 No servant can serve two masters. Indeed, 
either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve both God and mammon.”

The Gospel of our Lord.

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was          
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,  and was buried. He   
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the        
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen

A creed is a 
statement of 
faith.  Creed 

comes from the 
Latin “credo,” 

which means “I 
believe.”  The 

faith God gave 
us publicly and 

regularly con-
fesses the tri-

une God as Lord 
and Savior. 

C
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Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY A�� D������ �� O�� P��������� | #421

SERMON Luke 16:1-13
Theme: “A ‘Master’ Problem”

CREATE IN ME Psalm 51

Please be seated.

Looking back to 
what was read 

and preached in 
the Word and 

looking forward 
to blessings of 

Jesus’ body and 
blood, this sung 
prayer puts our 

focus where it 
needs to be: on 

the renewing 
grace of God. 
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THANK OFFERING                                                   1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8            
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout 
the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering 
which supports our ministry.
Another option for giving back is through the “Give Plus 
Church” app. Safely and securely make a donation from a    
debit/credit card or checking/savings account.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord God, heavenly Father, it is good for us to be here today.  You have called 
us from the worship we give you in our daily lives as we carry out the responsi-
bilities you have laid upon us to the worship in which you serve us with your 
Word which gives us rest and refreshment.  You have brought us together to 
remind us that you love us, that you who did not spare your own Son but gave 
him up for us all will, along with him freely give us all things, that you will be 
our Heavenly Father in every aspect of our lives.   
Remind us throughout the week ahead of what we have heard here so that 
each day we have joy and peace through you. 

Lord Jesus, you lived among us here on earth.  You still have our human na-
ture.  You know the temptations we face to become lazy and complacent in 
the way we practice our faith.  You know how easy it is for us to succumb to 
the pressure to compromise with the world rather than giving ourselves whol-
ly to you.  
Give us understanding.  Give us zeal.  Fill us with your Spirit that we may live 
our lives as you did, and in so doing both be blessed and a blessing.

Do not let us become discouraged or disillusioned when we see people diso-
beying your Word or dismissing it as irrelevant, and yet still seeming to pros-
per.  Remind us that you will use their actions for your own purposes, whether 
it be that they are led to repentance or led to judgment.
Keep us faithful to you and your ways as you have been faithful to us.

Lord of the church, we live in a time in which we sometimes find ourselves at 
odds with the decisions made by those who govern us.  License is given to that 
which you call sin.  Decisions are made which seem to us unwise at best.  Our 
sinful natures see such incidents as reasons for us to no longer give govern-
ment and those governing the honor and obedience you call for.  Do not let 

L

L

L

C

C

C

L



10

that rebellious attitude take hold in our hearts, rather teach us to pray for 
those you have placed over us.
Bless those who are in positions of leadership with wisdom and understand-
ing to carry out their responsibilities.  Imbue with honesty and integrity those 
who are public servants in less prominent roles.  Help them to carry out their 
duties faithfully, especially when they have to work with those who try their 
patience. We thank you for the liberty and prosperity of the country in which 
we live.  Preserve it according to your wisdom.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Lord God, you are able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine.  
We know that you hear all of our prayers.  Enable us to find peace in the an-
swers you give.  We ask it in the name of Jesus who has taught us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN C������� H�� ��� B���� A���� | #762

PRAYER
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we 
so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and 
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting 
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
(sings) Amen.C
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and   give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN:                                       B�������, S������, L�� U� G����� |  #484



L



Theme: A “Master” Problem                            10-13-2019 

Last week we “dabbled” in chapter 15 of Luke. It is the exciting “Lost and Found Chapter” because of what it 
means for each of us. I mean, how could you feel more loved and cherished than to be the rescued sheep on 
the shoulders of the shepherd? Or the coin clutched in the eager hands of the poor woman who searched until 
she found it? Or the estranged son who travelled home trembling and quickly found himself in the bear hug of 
his compassionate and forgiving father? There is nothing quite as comforting as when your heart realizes 
God’s truth; he loves you and wants to hold you close as his own. 

But how far do those feelings go? How much do we value our status of “found” before our God? Those are the 
questions we find ourselves struggling with as Jesus continues his teaching on his love and our response to it 
here in chapter 16 of Luke. It can become easy for this sinful heart to be persuaded into feelings of 
entitlement for what seems to be mine or even a false generosity spurred on by the love of money. My heart 
can easily lose its footing and slide into carelessness about how much I have been given and forgiven while 
standing on the eroding ground of empty riches while ignoring the sure and eternal wealth of heaven.  

The truth is our eyes need to be popped open so that we properly see who truly our master is. We need a 
focused vision to see the reality through God’s eyes for ourselves and our neighbor. And Jesus does this today 
with a shocking and thought-provoking parable of the shrewd manager. As we go through this parable, like 
any parable, it is important not to get caught up in the details but to understand the point for which the 
parable was told. In other words, we are going to focus on the meaning which was intended to be drawn out 
and here in this parable we are fortunate enough to have that meaning revealed to us by Jesus himself. 

Our parable opens with dishonesty. A rich man had a manager to take care of his possessions and he knew 
waste was happening. So, he calls him to give an account of his management because his job was going to 
another. The meaning behind the Greek word translated as “give” has the connotation of “giving back.” It is 
the same as when Jesus was asked about what is right to give to Caesar. The question was asked as if Caesar 
was taking from them, but Jesus response was to give back to Caesar what was Caesar’s. They were to give 
back what belonged to the entity that issued the coins and protected their use. The same is true here as it 
applies to Christian stewardship. We are only giving back to God what he gives in the first place. 

The parable goes on with some quick but deceitful thinking. This manager realizes his future looks bleak and 
he is not willing to do real manual labor or to stoop below a certain level. So, he quickly goes around and cuts 
debt, in one instance all the way up to 50%. 

And what is the result? Surely the master would be furious! But that is not the case at all, in fact, what we see 
is a real head scratcher because the exact opposite is true. He heaps praise on top of praise. We are told the 
reason for this praise is because he acted shrewdly. The thesaurus lists multiple synonyms for shrewd: astute, 
sharp, on the ball, smart, perceptive, insightful, wise, clever, cunning, sharp-witted, canny and the antonym: 
naïve. 

Now it may almost seem like this dishonesty is the thing being commended. In fact we are even told to “make 
friends for yourselves with unrighteous mammon, so that when it runs out, they will welcome you into the 
eternal dwellings.” But a few things are of great importance to point out. The first is the word “mammon” 
itself. It is a word taken directly from the Hebrew and it has a bit of similarity with the word Amen because the 
both come from the same root word. Literally, mammon has the meaning of “that which one puts trust in”. 
Because of that, it has come to mean money or possessions to the extent that trust is put in them over and 
above the true heavenly treasure. 

While we are wrestling with this concept it is important to drift from the parable momentarily to view Christ’s 
example. This is important because this parable is addressed to the attitude a believer should have towards 
their possessions and their master. However, that attitude can only be proper when our understanding of 



Christ is also correct. Christ let nothing get in the way of winning you and me for himself, nothing on this 
earth. For that matter, we are also reminded he didn’t even consider equality with God something to be 
grasped and so he made himself nothing. He didn’t just get rid of some of our payment to God the Father, he 
took on the full brunt of our payment. He canceled the debt God’s demands brought against us in being nailed 
to the cross for us. Christ did not even consider his life as his own for he gave even that up for you and me. 

Dishonesty is not what is commended. What is commended is using every possible resource we have been 
given and that is at our disposal to win souls for Christ. It is that same idea of giving back that which did not 
belong to us in the first place. 

But here again we must pause because understanding God’s message to us here means walking a tight rope 
and maintaining a delicate balance. What is God calling for? It is not dishonesty but shrewd faithfulness, 
faithfulness that maintains God our only master. That means our shrewdness, above all, seeks faithfulness to 
God’s word. It seeks to hold to his truths and not compromising to gain bodies in church. God wants souls and 
the only way to do that is to preach his word truthfully and administer his sacraments faithfully because our 
master is not our egos or how popular and well liked we are but rather our master is God and God alone. 

This lesson from God is hard because we live in a society that is so extremely focused on money and the things 
money affords us as the source of happiness. We are not so much tempted by the atheism of gods in the form 
of physical idols as we are by the atheism of money, wealth and personal happiness. Those things have such a 
tendency when used improperly to turn into a national god. For proof, look at the complaints surrounding 
elections. They are either money driven, or they are driven by others coming around to what I, personally, find 
good and right. People will always look for advantages to put more money in their accounts and put an 
amazing amount of emphasis on it.  

This is all said only for the point of us all being given the great reminder to not let the thoughts enter our 
minds that our earthly wealth is more needed for us than Christ. This parable is given to us so Jesus Christ may 
alone be our value and virtue. Our salvation is in him alone, he is the one who has sought us out. He saved us 
and it is this mentality that rids ourselves of a master problem through constant reminders of the fact that we 
have only one. 

So, brothers and sisters, knowing who we serve we must remember how we serve. Shrewdness was 
commended in the dishonest manager from our parable for putting all of his resources towards unrighteous 
mammon. Do we do the same for Christ? Do we put all of our resources towards him right down to what we 
have and how we use it? Let us not comfort ourselves with our own actions of momentary righteousness 
because to do that we must hold ourselves up to the example of Christ who gave all that he had until he hung 
naked on the cross without even owning dirt to have his lifeless body placed into. But let us comfort ourselves 
with Christ who took up all our unrighteousness and go forward with that reminder. Let us never ask ourselves 
the question “Where can I be the happies or most comfortable?” but “Where can I serve the most effectively 
with the gifts God has given me?” Let it never be that the people of the world are more shrewd in dealing with 
their own kind than the people of the light. Instead, may we shine the gospel through doors and windows 
which the Lord opens for us, not necessarily the ones we think are the most logical, the easiest, or the most 
convenient. May we constantly, struggle over serving only our master so that we do not fall into the trap of 
just existing as comfortable as possible with everything running smoothly from an earthly perspective, but 
may we always remember to be faithful in our management of time, talents, treasure and testimony in our 
focus of spreading God’s Word. You can not serve two masters. God help us to never have a master problem 
but to always and wholeheartedly serve Christ. Amen. 

 



THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | OCTOBER 14—OCTOBER 20 

MONDAY    6:15pm  Confirma�on Class 

TUESDAY    7:00pm  Midweek Worship 

WEDNESDAY         10:00am  Midweek Bible Study 

THURSDAY  12:00pm  Senior Lunch & BINGO 

SUNDAY               9:00am  Worship w/ Communion 

  10:00am  Cookies & Coffee 

   FALL BAZAAR 

   10:30am  Bible Class & Sunday School 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Pastor Sam Biebert 
Contact Informa�on  ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com 
    701.471.0341 (cell) 
 

Church Office   763.689.5333 
Webpage   www.christcambridge.com 

Informa�on to help you stay connected and get involved! 
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THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | OCTOBER 14—OCTOBER 20 

Thanksgiving Lunch Building Blocks will host a Thanksgiving Lunch for 
our Preschoolers and families on Tuesday, November 26. We need 4 
volunteers to help prepare, serve, and clean-up for this important 
event. Please contact Cliss Loescher if you are able to help. 
 

NO PRESCHOOL October 17 or 18  due to Teachers’ Conference. 

NEWS FROM BUILDING BLOCKS FOR LIFE PRESCHOOL 

Informa�on to help you stay connected and get involved! 

“Here am I. Send me!”  Isaiah 6:8   

Ushers: Harlan G., Mar�n G., Roger H. 
Cookies & Coffee:  Kathryn 
Offering Counters: Sean, Shawn  
Cleaners: Heinks, Gunderson 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Youth Ou�ng Our youth (2nd grade and up) 
are invited to par�cipate in a wonderful 
event at Feed My Starving Children on 
Saturday, October 26. We will package 
meals and then enjoy lunch at Pizza Ranch 
following. Please sign up in the Fellowship 
Hall! Contact Sean Brown for more informa�on. 
 

Fall Bazaar Shop for home decora�ons, cra�s, baked goods, and gi� 
items TODAY and NEXT SUNDAY at the Women of Christ Fall Bazaar. 
All items available for purchase are located in the Fellowship Hall. 
Please come check it out! 
 

Voter’s Mee�ng  Please plan to a�end the Voter’s Mee�ng on 
Sunday, October 27.  Gain valuable informa�on about what is 
happening here at Christ as well as share your thoughts about our 
ministry. In prepara�on for this mee�ng, an Informa�on Mee�ng will 
take place on Sunday, October 20. 
 

Long Range Planning  On Sunday, November 3 (in place of Bible 
Study) our congrega�on will begin a discussion of short and long 
range planning. There is a clear passion for our congrega�on and its 
future.  We want to ensure that we are united in our goals as we 
move forward and seek to give every member the opportunity to 
share their thoughts as we set our goals for the future.  Please make 
it a priority to a�end.  
 

Free Will Offering  A freewill offering will be gathered on Sunday, 
October 27, which will support the MLC Equipping Chris�an 
Witnesses campaign. This was the focus of the WELS connec�on 
which we watched this morning. 
 

Advent by Candlelight  Women of Christ, please plan to a�end a 
special worship event for YOU! Prepare your hearts for the Advent 
season and enjoy dessert and fellowship on Sunday, December 1. 
Watch for more informa�on! 
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