
Theme: “You Died. Live Like It!”                 8-25-2019 

Money. We hear the word in church and we can cringe a little bit. Yet it plays such a huge part in all of our 
lives. It is what plays a part in doing what we do. It is something we try to save personally. It is something that 
we try to manage properly. It is something that we use weekly, probably even daily. But, it is often not 
something that we necessarily enjoy hearing about in church.  

But why is that? If I were to ask how many of you have sought financial advice from a professional financial 
advisor at one point or even multiple times in your life, most of your hands would probably go up. If I were to 
ask how many of you have sought out advice on money management from a book, a radio show, or a friend, I 
would guess that many of your hands would go up. If I were to ask how many of you budget your money or 
have a plan for your money, maybe even before it makes it into your bank accounts, I would bet most of your 
hands would go up.  

But there in lies the problem doesn’t it? And the problem I am talking about is not consulting or planning or 
trying to gain wisdom about money, but the simple fact that it is easy, so easy, to never even flinch over calling 
it mine. It is hard to look at doing all of that work and even self-control when it comes to wealth management 
and wealth building with the mindset that we are doing it for someone else. It is hard to fathom that it is not 
ours, especially when we see all the work we are doing, when we face frustrations in work, when jobs have 
taken their toles on our bodies and we can actually feel down to our bones the work we have done in our 
lifetime. I have earned this. It is mine. I can and should feel fine doing what I want to with my money. Those 
thoughts and phrases are never far from our minds and voices. And that is why we have a great need, all of us, 
to listen up to what God is telling us here in Colossians 3. 

Therefore, because you were raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is seated at the 
right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 5 So put 
to death whatever is worldly in you: sexual immorality, uncleanness, lust, evil desire, and greed, which is 
idolatry. 6 It is because of these things that the wrath of God is coming on the sons of disobedience. 7 You too 
once walked in these things, when you were living in them. 8 But now, you too are to rid yourselves of all of 
these: wrath, anger, malice, slander, and filthy language from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to each other since you 
have put off the old self with its practices, 10 and put on the new self, which is continually being renewed in 
knowledge, according to the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcision or 
uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but rather Christ is all and is in all. 

This lesson addresses much of the life of a Christian and how all those aspects of what it means to be a 
Christian are going to show themselves from a day to day perspective. However, due to the focus of our Old 
Testament and Gospel lesson for today, we are going to focus on the aspect of stewardship that focuses on 
money. And yes, there are many aspects to stewardship that extend beyond the dollars in our pockets and 
those are important talks to have, but a real talk about the money God has given us is an important talk to 
have as well. 

Maybe the first thing that would be of value for us to look at in our lesson is the comment concerning the fact 
that we have died. All of us. And while that may seem a strange thing to say as you could all pinch yourself 
right now and see and feel evidence to the contrary, look at how Paul describes it. He tells us the life we now 
have is hidden with Christ in God.  

What Paul is getting at is the fact that on the cross, all that is worldly in us was put to death. He even gives us 
a list of things that make up that person who was put to death. That person contained sexual immorality, 
uncleanness, lust, evil desire, and greed which can also be defined by idolatry. The wrath of God was brought 
in full against us as that person there as he brought down, in full, the punishment due us. That person, in 
which those thoughts and actions were contained, died.  



This is an important point to our discussion. There is a common saying that “you can’t take it with you when 
you go”. It is an obvious fact that death servers all earthly relationships. It severs them with people. It severs 
them with all of our abilities. It severs relationships with our possessions, and of course that includes money. 
And while you can again say, yeah but look at my house, look in my garage, look in my fridge, look at my 
paycheck, look at my bank account. There is money there that is mine.  

But that is what God is getting at, and it is not just a mindset. He is telling us the reality of who we are and it is 
not as it may seem with our eyes or who it may look like is starring back at us in the mirror. Just God sees us 
perfect through Christ despite all of our daily sinful actions and thoughts because Christ has already paid for 
them and washed us clean in his precious life blood, so also is our current reality different than what we may 
see or experience. We died with Christ, and the life we now have is now hidden with Christ. In him we are 
constantly and daily being renewed. We live for Christ with all we are and with all he has blessed us with. 

That is why our lesson tells us we used to be defined by our sins, we used to be defined by ourselves and what 
we wanted and what made us happy with respect to this world. But now, because of Christ, life is different. 
Now we are defined by Christ and that means everything we do is different, and we are going to live 
differently with everything we have. We live remembering that we died with Christ. We live remembering our 
life is in heaven with Christ, this world is not our home. And yes, that also means how we live with our money. 

But how then do we remember to live like we died with Christ when it comes to what we have been given. I 
was recently told a story about someone who was going to the fair when they were younger. Their parents 
gave them $20 dollars which was more than enough to get in and have something to eat…I don’t know if that 
would necessarily be the case now but please humor me for the sake of the illustration. Upon returning home 
the parents were a little shocked to find out that all the money had been spent. The money was not 
necessarily on loan, but it was given with the hope that the person would remember who the money came 
from and respect that.  

All that we are, from the confident assurance of sins forgiven, the certain hope of heaven, to who we are the 
gifts that we have been given and the resources we have been blessed with come from God. They are gifts 
given from our father. A good measure of whether or not we are using them to his glory would be to honestly 
ask ourselves what are we doing with his gifts? Are we using them wisely or would he be surprised with how 
they have been treated? God doesn’t lay out for you and me exactly how he demands each one of our pennies 
to be spent or where they are to be placed. But he does tell us we are to constantly remember who we are 
and that on the cross, all of who we were was put to death. Our sinful nature, in its entirety, died. And a new 
person daily arises in Christ. That means that there will be constant analysis of what God is giving us and how 
we can show him thanks by always remembering where all that we have comes from but also how to use all 
that we have to give glory to God. It means constantly remembering that this world with all of the things that 
lure us, call to us, and try to distract us are just that, things of this world. They are not things of lasting value or 
worth. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we died. Do we live like it? Sadly, it is often the case that I don’t and maybe the 
same could be said for you. That is why, through the wonderful reminders that God gives us today in his word 
I pray we are given a blessed reminder of who it is who has gifted us with our greatest blessing, peace with 
God. Then, being reminded of that, we are reminded once more of who gifts us with all of the rest that we 
have, including our money. For in the knowledge of his mercy we can and will live as we are in Christ and show 
God gratitude in acknowledging him in how we give back what is already his, as well as how we daily use what 
he has lent us. Amen.  

 

 

 


