
Can YOU Pray Boldly?                       8-18-19 

Prayer. It is a common topic among Christians. There is often the encouragement to pray, there are prayer 
chains and groups. It is a tool we know we have and many times we make use of it often. But there can also be 
doubt that comes along with it. What should I actually be praying for? Can something be too small, or, on the 
flip side, can something be too big? Does God really hear my prayers? Is there a proper way to pray, is there a 
wrong way to pray? Does God hear one prayer better than another prayer and does one person have more 
power to pray than another person? The questions go on and on and can be about as diverse and different as 
our individual prayers. 

They are all good questions. They are all important questions. God is not a God who desires you to have doubt 
about anything and especially so when it comes to prayer. God tells us clearly that he wants us to pray and he 
does not want us to only pray here and there but that this is to be a constant tool used by the Christian. Since 
this is the case, he does not want it to be something that we use timidly or with caution. He does not want it 
to be something we use as a last resort when nothing else seems to be working. This all means it is of great 
importance for the Christian to not only use this gift often but also it means a Christian is to know exactly how 
to use this gift and therefore to have complete confidence with it as well.  

It is for these reasons we return to our lesson from Colossians chapter two this morning and do so with our 
minds on prayer. For though it actually says nothing about the act of prayer itself, it does give us so much 
information concerning our reality when it comes to approaching God and, in knowing that, why you can be 
bold in your prayers. 

6 Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to walk in him, 7 by being rooted and built up in 
him, and strengthened in the faith just as you were taught, while you overflow in faith with thanksgiving. 8 See 
to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, which are in accord with human 
tradition, namely, the basic principles of the world, but not in accord with Christ. 9 For all the fullness of God’s 
being dwells bodily in Christ. 10 And you have been brought to fullness in him. Christ is the head over every 
ruler and authority. 11 You were also circumcised in him, with a circumcision not done by human hands, in the 
putting off of the body of flesh, in the circumcision of Christ, 12 when you were buried with Christ in baptism. 
And in baptism you were also raised with him through the faith worked by the God who raised Christ from the 
dead. 13 Even when you were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you 
alive with Christ by forgiving us all our trespasses. 14 God erased the record of our debt brought against us by 
his legal demands. This record stood against us, but he took it away by nailing it to the cross. 15 After disarming 
the rulers and authorities, he made a public display of them by triumphing over them in Christ. 

What are your main problems with prayer? Do they have anything to do with what God has told you? I am 
guessing that is not the case. More than likely they are doubts founded on experience. Maybe you prayed for 
something and nothing seemed to happen. Maybe you prayed that God would change the scenario that was 
playing itself out in your life and things just seemed to go, sadly, as you expected they would. Maybe it just 
seems foolish to think that God would actually listen to what you have to say. Or maybe you look at it as 
something to check off your too do list or sort of a shopping or wish list of things and people to pray for 
without really thinking about your prayers or just to get them done and feel better about yourself. Maybe it is 
something else entirely, but whatever your problems with prayer are, I would suppose verse 8 from our lesson 
addresses them directly. “See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, which 
are in accord with human tradition, namely, the basic principles of the world, but not in accord with Christ.”  

What Paul is saying to you here through these Spirit inspired words is, “You are different now. Faith changes 
who you are in everyway from your foundation, where your strength comes from to your worth, how you are 
defined by God himself. Continue walking that path recognizing that truth.” Knowing this difference about 



who you are based on who God tells you, you are is going to affect everything in our lives, including prayer. I 
mean just look at how God sees you! 

All the fullness of God’s being dwells bodily in Christ and you have been brought to fullness in him. If you 
would really get to know my parents, their quirks and mannerisms, what makes them tick and how they think 
and then study me in the same way, you would find more than a few similarities. The same would be true if I 
studied your parents and you. You might say something like, oh yeah, I see a little of your dad in what you just 
did there or I see this bit of your mom in why you did that. But you would never say of me that the 
completeness of my Dad, all that he is and all that he does is found in me. I am a different person and yet the 
relationship I have with my parents is good. I know I can call them up whenever, I can talk about whatever is 
on my heart, exciting news or problems I am dealing with and they will listen.  

And while our bond is close, Christ’s bond with God the Father is so much above and beyond it that it hurts 
our minds to even contemplate. And while that is a neat thing to ponder and to praise our God for, we are not 
focusing on the teaching of the Trinity today, we are talking about prayer and the next few words and verses 
have an awful lot to say about that because we are told that you and I, believers in general, have been brought 
to fullness in him! 

Through faith, through Christ dwelling in us, we are brought to complete fullness in Christ. We have all that we 
need for time and eternity. We have the fullness of every single spiritual blessing. Nothing is lacking. There is 
no need for doubt in any respect, there is no need for any human philosophies or schemes to add something 
beneficial to what we already have in Christ. None of those things can do anymore than what Christ has 
already done and given. Christ, in whom, dwells all the fullness of God. Christ, who is head of everything on 
this earth whether that is a ruler or power or authority of any kind. Christ is over it all and in Christ we have it 
all. Paul is teaching us divine math that needs to be remembered in all things, including prayer. In divine 
matters, addition always equals subtraction. When human beings try to add to the completeness found in 
Christ, they lose. But when we simply listen to God’s Word and hear him tell us of who he is and all that he has 
given us, we quickly come to realize how much we have. 

This is the one who gives you prayer. The one who erased clean, smudge free, the debt his legal demands 
brought against you. He has bound you to himself in the tightest of bond through his triumph on the cross. 
There he knew your weaknesses in full, all that you are and will be was naked before him, not a single thing 
was hidden or unknown. There not a single thing from enemies to rulers and roman power overtook him, not 
even death itself. Again, this is the one who gives you prayer. This is the one who tells you to come to him in 
prayer. What can you possibly have in your life that is too shameful to bring before God in prayer? God’s Word 
answers that question for me, there is nothing. What situation can you possibly come to and be faced with 
that God can not help with. Again, nothing. What danger or trepidation could you possibly face where God 
would not want to listen, where God would be too distant to listen or to busy? Our lesson squashes any 
question of that thought completely. 

Instead, it gives us every confidence, every reason and more to stand before our God in complete boldness in 
all our prayers. It gives us every reason to know that not only does he care about all that may seem small or 
large in our lives, but he also wants and gives what is for our eternal good. There is no room to leave that to 
question. We have fullness in Christ. He, in whom all the fullness of God dwells, bends his ear to us. There is 
no middleman to the seat of power, you have direct access to it. Fellow believer in God, partaker of the feast 
of victory, may you hear what God is telling you in his word today. For the question of whether or not you and 
I can pray boldly is not a question. May it simply be understood, and may we always do it. Amen. 

 


