
A Mystery Revealed                       8-11-19 
Last week we talked about what God’s word has to say concerning why we exist, namely that we exist in love. 
The focus of that message was that we would continually stay focused on Christ’s love for us but also 
recognize our reason for existing did not end there but that we would also recognize it extends in our telling 
that love to others. This week, we follow Paul’s line of thought in Colossians and continue that talk by looking 
at why it is so vital for us to carry out that second part, namely the telling. 
Paul describes this part, the telling, with the reminder that we are revealing a mystery. The concept of the 
gospel being described as a “mystery” is a theme common to Paul’s writing style. He mentions it in Romans, 
heavily in Ephesians, and also here in Colossians. But it is not as though he does this for no good reason. He 
uses the term in sharp contrast to the devious and underhanded approach false teachers were using to try and 
coax people into something they labeled as new and better. But the term mystery is not meant to refer to 
some specific group or special ceremony. Instead it is referencing a truth that must be revealed by another. It 
is a truth that is not able to be known by itself. It is a term that describes why telling others about God’s love is 
so important! 

But wait, one could easily say. How is it possible that this is a mystery? I mean, after all, it is fact that Jesus is 
the man who has been written about more than any other person. How can someone like that be a mystery? 
But that fact is true even among us right? While it is a good thing that Jesus is so widely written about and his 
name is easily recognizable, it is also true that this means there are, for lack of a better description, a lot of 
Jesuses out there. Everyone has their opinion about Christ. There is the far right and far left political Jesus. 
There is the Marxist Jesus, the self-help Jesus, a life-coach Jesus, a moral crusader Jesus and on and on. You 
name it and you will find someone who has that particular image of Jesus. 

And let’s be honest, the images of Jesus don’t begin and end out there. You too have an image of Jesus. It is so 
often that we want Jesus to be made in our image instead of the other way around. It is true because it is a 
part of the constant battle of being both a sinner and a saint. This is the reason we not only go back to God’s 
Word this morning for the revelation of this mystery, but it is the reason we need to. It is the scriptures that 
reveal to us the real Jesus. It is the scriptures that shatters our images of him and what a blessed thing that is 
because our image of God is only as good as our imaginations or our sinful needs and I need a better God than 
that, so do you and so does this world. Therefore, we focus our attention on our lesson once more and listen 
at the feet of Jesus as the mystery is revealed. 

21 At one time, you were alienated from God and hostile in your thinking as expressed through your evil 
deeds. 22 But now Christ reconciled you in his body of flesh through death, in order to present you holy, 
blameless, and faultless before him— 23 if you continue steadfast and firm in faith, without being moved away 
from the hope of the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation 
under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a minister. 24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf, 
and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ on behalf of his body, which is the 
church. 25 I became a minister of the church for your benefit when God gave me the task of fully proclaiming 
the word of God, 26 namely, the mystery that was hidden for past ages and generations, but now has been 
revealed to his saints. 27 God wanted to make known to them what is the wealth of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles—this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 We proclaim him as we 
admonish and teach everyone with all wisdom, so that we might present everyone perfect in Christ. 29 This is 
the goal I am laboring to reach, striving with his strength, which is powerfully at work in me. 

Our lesson begins with Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit, getting right to the heart of why this is all such a 
mystery. The reason is simply what no one likes to deal with, admit about themselves, or think about. Sin 
makes us so different from God, strangers to God, completely foreign to God and on top of that hostile 
towards him. Yet there it is right before us in God’s word. It needs to be addressed because no matter how 
innocent we may think a young child to be, no matter how kind, good and upstanding we may think a friend of 



neighbor to be, this is who we are by nature. And it is important for us to know and realize that this doesn’t 
show itself necessarily in outright God-bashing or physically being against the preaching of God’s word, 
although it can also be that, but it shows itself, expresses itself through our evil deeds. Simply put, it shows 
itself in the fact that we are all born natural sinners. It is who we are and what defines us. 

And yes, it is not enjoyable to admit or think about. It is aweful to come to grips with that fact. It was terrible 
to hold my daughter when she was first born and think that is who she was simply because that is what God’s 
word tells me. It is repulsive to think of the wonderful people I have met along the path of life, good, kind and 
great people from an earthly perspective as alienated from God and hostile to him. But that is who we all are 
by nature. It is what the Bible clearly teaches. To sum it up, that first verse in our lesson is THE REASON why 
the good news of the gospel is such a mystery to the world. It needs to be revealed and revealed it was 
through the person of Jesus Christ. 

And the second verse in our lesson, verse 22, shows us what Jesus did to fix that situation. He reconciled you 
to himself. He did that in his body of flesh through death. That word reconciled is such a beautiful word. It calls 
to mind the prodigal son, an almost unthinkable feud and broken relationship between a father and his son. A 
son who wanted his father dead because all he cared about was how he would profit from that. He wanted his 
inheritance and he wanted it now and then he wanted nothing more to do with not just his father but also his 
family. But after hitting rock bottom and realizing how wealthy he was to just have the love of his father, he 
comes crawling back, hoping and wishing to just be a slave in his own house. But what he gets instead is the 
surprise. It is a warm embrace and full rights of sonship restored. 

That is the picture of reconciliation, that is your reality and mine in Christ body sacrificed unto death for you 
and me. And the result? You are no longer an alien to God, no longer hostile because God took all that made 
you broken, all that made you estranged to him, all our evil deeds which showed us hostile to him on his flesh. 
In turn, we are now holy, blameless and faultless before him. The eternal, all powerful creator God, the one 
who holds all things in the palm of his hand has absolutely zero against you. In Christ, he embraces you and 
restores you completely so that there is zero shame for him to say of each one you, this one I am pleased with. 
This one gives me great pride to call mine. It is a mystery of mysteries that God reveals to us only in his word. 

And it is a mystery that God wants to make known, not just to you but to this world! Look at how Paul 
describes this fact. “God wanted to make known to them what is the wealth of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles—this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. We proclaim him as we admonish 
and teach everyone with all wisdom, so that we might present everyone perfect in Christ. 29 This is the goal I 
am laboring to reach, striving with his strength, which is powerfully at work in me.” It is a truth that is for 
absolutely everyone. A truth that everyone, in knowing Christ as he is fully revealed to us in the Bible, is 
presented perfect in Christ. 

Now consider what we are tempted to think about Christ at times, consider what our friends and neighbors, 
what the world says about who Jesus is. Consider the questions we ask of ourselves from who am I to what is 
my purpose in life? Are we simply a pile of material or are we souls created by God himself? Are we people so 
valuable to him that he died for them? What does the world say about all of this? I bet it is different than what 
we find in scripture, different that what we all, by God’s grace, have come to know. Can we help? Can we 
confess? 
The raw truth of it all is that what is so clear to us through the Holy Spirit working in our hearts, is not clear to 
the rest of this world. It is a mystery brought on by sin, a mystery that needs to be revealed through the 
person of Christ. It is the only problem and the only solution there is. Oh, and guess what? We have it. May 
always see what we have and never take it for granted. May we confidently go forward knowing how valuable 
the faith and knowledge we posses is, revealing that mystery, making plain the profound through our telling 
about Christ. He is the lover of the sinner, the giver of life to the dead and the consolation for the broken 
hearted. Here is Jesus, the one in whom everyone is presented as perfect. Amen. 


