
“Exist in Love”              8-4-19  

Sunday morning, a relaxing day, a peaceful day and here I am going to start off with a hard question. Sorry to 
do this to you but please bear with me. Why do we exist as a congregation? Your minds are turning right now 
and maybe bits and pieces of thoughts are bouncing around as you are formulating a complete thought. But as 
you are doing that, please let me give you more to chew on. Do we exist for ourselves, for those here in the 
pews? Do we exist to keep things up and running? Why did we form a congregation, build a building and 
maintain it?  

Maybe you are on to me. Those are sort of misleading questions, aren’t they? Certainly, a partial answer is 
yes, we exist for those here in the pews. But there is also much more isn’t there? The very name of our 
congregation “Christ EVANGELICAL Lutheran Church” speaks to that. The word evangelical literally means that 
we are in agreement with the gospel, the gospel which reminds us of the depth of God’s love and how he 
displayed that love in his life and death. The gospel which also points us to the great commission, the great 
work God gives us to do is to go and tell others of that love we continue to grow and live in. So, while we do 
exist to serve our members, we also exist to serve others, especially those who do no yet know the gospel.  

But there in lies the problem. It is a problem I often wrestle with and maybe it is one that you also wrestle 
with. One of the things that we can all be guilty of, myself included, is to keep the wonderful knowledge we 
have and possess in our hearts right there, namely in our hearts. It becomes a head knowledge, and rarely 
does it go any farther.  That is Satan working in concert with our own sinful nature. His desire is always to turn 
our knowledge inward. He starts by taking the focus off God and on ourselves and he goes from there because 
as soon as he takes us off our reason for hope, off the reason we exist even in the smallest of ways, he has 
gotten the ball rolling in his direction. A ball that rolls on through so that we think the church exists for me, for 
what I want it to tell me, or that we exist to exist so that all we care about is ourselves, or that we exist as 
merely a way to extend physical kindness to others, to serve earthly needs because that is what people are 
mostly looking for anyways. But in all those things we see a gradual and destructive turn from the foot of the 
cross to the foot of self and earthly happiness. 

This is why it is so important we always remember and stay vigilant to the reason we exist. It is important 
because it is so much more than just serving ourselves, keeping our head knowledge up and paying the bills. It 
is growing in our knowledge of God’s love for that as well as growing in the ways we tell that love to others. It 
is changing this world in small ways by keeping our attention at the root of this world’s problems, namely sin, 
and staying focused not on what are just momentary band aids but instead on the real and enduring solution 
found in the love of Christ. For it is only in Christ’s love we exist, and it is only staying focused in that love that 
we can have something meaningful to offer. 

It is this focus we see in the first verses of Galatians and it is there we turn our attention back to as we keep 
our reason for existence in mind, both as individuals but also as a group. 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 2 To the holy and faithful 
brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 3 We always thank God, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus 
and the love that you have for all the saints 5 because of the hope that is stored up for you in heaven. You have 
already heard about this in the word of truth, the gospel 6 that is present with you now. The gospel is bearing 
fruit and growing in the entire world, just as it also has been doing among you from the day you heard it and 
came to know the grace of God in truth. 7 You learned this from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a 
faithful minister of Christ on your behalf. 8 He is the one who told us about your love in the Spirit. 9 For this 
reason, from the day we heard about your love, we also have not stopped praying for you. We keep asking 
that you would be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, 10 so that you 
might live in a way that is worthy of the Lord. Our goal is that you please him by bearing fruit in every kind of 



good work and by growing in the knowledge of God, 11 as you are being strengthened with all power because 
of his glorious might working in you. Then you will have complete endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving 
thanks to the Father, who qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 13 The 
Father rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

What a greeting and what an example of encouragement! But what we have before us is more than just nice 
sounding words. Yes, they are packed with Christian encouragement, but they are also founded in deep 
scriptural truth that can be meditated on time and time again with ease. However, for our purposes, today we 
are going to focus on the truth behind how Paul is directing the Christians in Colossae to continue by being 
reminded of their reason for existing. 

He first focuses on their growth in their knowledge of the gospel, thanking God for the faith worked in their 
hearts and what they already know. But notice also, his greatest reason for thanksgiving is that they continue 
to have a hunger for God’s word. They are not content to be stagnant in their faith or to just have a head 
knowledge of their faith but they are motivated to grow in their faith and show that faith in how they live.  

And it hasn’t stemmed from anything but the mercy of God, his love, his real love for them which they 
continue to marvel in. But notice also, Paul is not content to say, “You do not just know God’s love for you but 
you also live it! God be praised!” But he reminds them of it. He plainly tells them once more, knowing there is 
a mutual understanding of how important it is to constantly be reminded of this love saying, “The Father 
rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” It is only through the light shined through Christ that they can 
see their reason for existence, it is only through this light that they are not lost in the darkness of this world 
and are fumbling around in a misguided focus. 

What a reminder and a privilege that is ours still today. Every Sunday we begin our worship confessing the fact 
that we are sinners, both to each other but also to our God. Every Sunday we marvel in the full and total 
forgiveness that is ours in Christ, forgiveness that can confidently be proclaimed because of Christ’s completed 
work in living on our behalf and then sacrificing himself on the altar of the cross for our behalf. We rejoice in 
life eternal as our certainty because Christ did not stay dead but rose to give assurance to our status as “not 
guilty” and confidence that he who conquered death is also the one who has secured our life for eternity. 

But that kind of news doesn’t stay quiet. It can’t. It fills our life with joy, joy that wants others to know the 
same truth we know. It is joy that puts spreading that joy first because of how important we know it is for 
others. It is simply what proceeds from our existence in Christ’s love first showed to us. A truth that is simply 
and beautifully explained in 1 John 4:19 “We love because he first loved us.” It is a love shown to us, a love so 
great and so deep that it becomes a part of us through the powerful working of the Holy Spirit. It is a love that 
lives to express itself. It is a love that gives us, many and different though we may be a reason to join together, 
a reason to exist and to show and have fruits of that life breathed into us. It is a love that wants to live 
recklessly responsible in that we are stewards of what we have but yet that we also live searching for every 
nook and cranny to pour out the love so abundantly poured into us.  

Brothers and sisters in Christ, may we always, always be thankful for each other, pray for each other and 
encourage each other. May we always live in awe and wonder of the faith the Spirit has worked in each one of 
us to know the love God has shown us and what that love means for each one of us for all eternity. However, 
may we also realize that is only part of the reason we exist because existing in Christ’s love also means existing 
to show and share that joy we eternally have because of God’s great love. Together, may we always be 
cautious when we fall back to putting our focus inward, and always be bold, knowing how great God’s love for 
us in Christ is and how powerful it is to offer and give an eternity of comfort. Amen. 

   


