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“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”

WELCOME TO CHRIST 

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION

Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a family restroom with a changing station out the sanctuary doors to 

the left and around the corner.

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

CONTACT INFORMATION                                                     Sunday Service 9:00��

Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341     Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com     bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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                   SERVICE OF THE WORD
This liturgy, found on page 38 in the red hymnal, offers the congregation a form of worship 
that focuses on the proclamation of God’s Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with 
prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.

PASTOR’S WELCOME

OPENING HYMN                                     A� ��� L���’� H��� F���� W� S��� | #141

Please Stand.

GATHERING

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you. 

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to 
love and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed 
him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let 
us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve 
to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse 
me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

ABSOLUTION 

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the per-
fect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has re-
moved your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

Gathering and 
confessing our 

sins to our Triune 
God tells us who 
is here and what 
he is here to do. 
The Lord God is 
not in this place 

to plague us with 
loveless laws and 

growing guilt.  He 
is here to fill us 

with forgiveness 
through the good 
news of Jesus. He 

is here to empow-
er us with the 

good news as we 
live in faith.  He is 

here to feed our 
starving souls 

with the food of 
his Word.

L

C

L

C

L

C
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PRAISE & PRAYER
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears 
with your word of peace. Come to us also by your Word and sacra-
ment, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance of your 
abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

L

What other gift 
could possibly 

give you the 
love of God and 

an eternal 
home in heav-

en? What other 
gift could possi-

ble motivate 
you to follow 

and serve God 
every day? 

None! 
So, we lift up 
our voices in 
joyful praise 
(from Psalm 

34) for the free 
gift of for-

giveness that 
comes through 

Jesus. 

Pay attention 
to this prayer 
as it prepares 

us for the Scrip-
ture readings.  

Ask the Lord to 
use his Word 

on your hearts 
to amend the 

bad and en-
courage the 

good.

L
C
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FIRST READING Acts 5:12, 17-32
12 Many signs and wonders were done among the people through the hands of the 
apostles. With one mind, they all continued meeting in Solomon’s Colonnade.  
17 The high priest rose up, along with his associates (that is, the party of the Saddu-
cees), because they were filled with envy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put 
them in the public prison. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the 
doors of the prison, brought them out, and said, 20 “Go, stand in the temple and 
keep on telling the people the whole message about this life.” 21 After they heard 
this, they entered the temple courts at daybreak and began to teach. When the 
high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin (that is, 
the whole council of elders of the people of Israel). Then they sent orders to the jail 
to have the apostles brought in. 22 But when the officers arrived, they did not find 
them in the prison. They returned and reported, 23 “We found the prison securely 
locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them, we found 
no one inside!” 24 When the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests heard 
these words, they were puzzled about them, wondering what could have hap-
pened. 25 Then someone came and reported to them, “Look! The men you put in 
prison are standing in the temple courts and teaching the people.” 26 Then the cap-
tain went with the officers and brought the apostles in without force, because they 
were afraid that the people might stone them. 27 After they brought them in, they 
had them stand before the Sanhedrin. The high priest asked them, 28 “Did we not 
give you strict orders not to teach in this name? Look, you have filled Jerusalem 
with your teaching, and you are determined to bring this man’s blood down on us!” 
29 But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than men. 30 The 
God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you arrested and killed by hanging him on a 
cross. 31 God exalted him to his right hand as Prince and Savior, to give repentance 
to Israel and the forgiveness of sins. 32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is 
the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”

THE WORD
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PSALM OF THE DAY                                             Psalm 16 | pg. 68 (front of red hymnal)

God gives strength to our faith through the power of his Word.

SECOND READING Revelation 1:4-18 
4 John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace to you and peace from 
him who is, who was, and who is coming, and from the seven spirits that are be-
fore his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the 
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us 
from our sins by his own blood 6 and made us a kingdom and priests to God his Fa-
ther—to him be the glory and the power forever. Amen. 7 Look, he is coming with 
clouds, and every eye will see him, including those who pierced him. And all the 
nations of the earth will mourn because of him. Yes. Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha and 
the Omega,” says the Lord God, the one who is, and who was, and who is coming, 
the Almighty.  9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingship 
and patient endurance in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the 
word of God and the testimony about Jesus. 10 I was in spirit on the Lord’s Day, and 
I heard a loud voice behind me, like a trumpet, 11 saying, “Write what you see on a 
scroll and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, 
Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.” 12 I turned to see the voice that was speaking 
to me. When I turned, I saw seven gold lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands 
was one like a son of man. He was clothed with a robe that reached to his feet, 
and around his chest he wore a gold sash. 14 His head and his hair were white, like 
white wool or like snow. His eyes were like blazing flames. 15 His feet were like pol-
ished bronze being refined in a furnace. His voice was like the roar of many wa-
ters. 16 He held seven stars in his right hand. A sharp two-edged sword was coming 
out of his mouth. His face was shining as the sun shines in all its brightness. 
17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet like a dead man. He placed his right hand on me 
and said, “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last— 18 the Living One. I was 
dead and, see, I am alive forever and ever! I also hold the keys of death and hell.

VERSE OF THE DAY                                                                                 John 20:29
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia. 

Please stand.
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GOSPEL John 20:19-31
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind 
locked doors because of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, 
and said to them, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and side. So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, I am also sending 
you.” 22 After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spir-
it. 23 Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do not 
forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 24 But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one 
called the Twin,[a] was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples 
kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the 
nail marks in his hands, and put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my 
hand into his side, I will never believe.” 26 After eight days, his disciples were inside 
again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and 
stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put 
your finger here and look at my hands. Take your hand and put it into my side. Do 
not continue to doubt, but believe.”  28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 
God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30 Jesus, in the presence of his 
disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are not written in this book. 31 But 
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name. 

The Gospel of our Lord. 

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY O S��� ��� D�������� �� ��� K��� | #165

SERMON                                                                                                  Acts 5:12, 17-32

Theme: Witness the Resurrection Difference!

L
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the   
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was        cru-
cified, died,  and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life       
everlasting. Amen.

THANK OFFERING                                  1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and 
throughout the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to partic-
ipate in this offering which supports our ministry.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord Jesus, we praise you for saying to us as you said to your disciples, “Peace 
be with you.”  With your word and with your presence you assure us that, 
though we are sinners, you have forgiven us and accept us as your brothers and 
sisters through faith.  You remind us that, even though we might not be able to 
understand how you will do it, you will bring your promises to fulfillment in our 
lives. 

Increase our faith so that we are able to live in your peace day by day.  Contin-
ue to breathe your Holy Spirit into us so that we may bring your message of 
peace to others.

Risen and glorious Savior, when we contend with life’s difficulties it is all too 
easy to forget that you are the One who rules over all things in incomprehensi-
ble splendor and majesty.

Keep before us the revelation of yourself that you gave to the Apostle John so 
that we do not lose heart when we struggle here on earth but rather turn to 
you as our King, our Helper, and our Deliverer.

C

L

L

C
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Heavenly King, because you are ruler over all, we commend to your care those 
whom you place among us to preserve peace and order in society.  Be with our 
government officials, whether they be those who establish the laws, or those 
who enforce them, or those who carry out the various other responsibilities we 
entrust to our government. 

Enable them to serve wisely and well.  Enable us to honor them, even when we 
disagree with them, by reminding us that you have established them in their 
authority, and that you will use them for our benefit and blessing.

Dear Savior, it is easy for us to take for granted the liberty we have to worship 
you.  Many are not so fortunate.  They live in countries where they are persecut-
ed and attacked because they believe in you.  Thwart the efforts of those who 
would harm your own. Preserve in the faith those who trust in you.  Defend and 
deliver them from all danger. Let their example of patient endurance lead their 
oppressors to seek you.  

Unite us with them in spirit, in truth, and in love.  Give us wisdom to use our 
present circumstances to prepare for the time that we will undergo testing 
and trial.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Heavenly Father, you have raised your Son to life that he might intercede for us 
and that our prayers might be acceptable to you through him.  We thank you 
for your love and mercy, and trusting your promise to hear us, we join to pray as 
our Savior has taught us: 

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

HYMN W� H��� � S��� P�������� W��� | #291

L

L

C

C

C
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PRAYER
O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful peo-
ple. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temp-
tation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26
Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one    
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and   give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN A�������! J���� L���� | #153

L

L



Today (April 28) 
Bible Study  - 8:15 AM 
Worship – 9:00 AM 
Sunday School & Confirmation Class – 
10:30 AM 
Wednesday – Bible Class 10:00 AM & 6:30 
PM 
Sunday  (May 5) 
Bible Study  - 8:15 AM 
Worship – 9:00 AM 
Recognition for Cheryl Clawson 
Sunday School & Confirmation Class – 
10:30 AM 
  
 

The April Forward Magazine is on the 
table in the entryway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Theme: Witness the Resurrection Difference                                                                                                    4-28-2019 

Have you ever seen a person change dramatically? Maybe, they lost some weight and, encouraged by the 
results, completely changed their lifestyle and kept it off. Maybe a big life event happened that caused a 
person to see things differently and completely changed the way they went about doing things and became 
more responsible. Maybe a person received a large inheritance or won the lottery and now they went from 
pinching every penny to living an extravagant lifestyle. Regardless of how the change happened or what the 
change looks like, often times a change comes from a real experience in their lives that they have seen or been 
affected by that brings this change about. 

Today, in our lesson from Acts, we see such a change. It is a very different set of disciples we are used to 
seeing. Very different from the disciples we saw in the garden of Gethsemane, very different from the Peter 
we saw in the courtyard while Jesus was on trial and very different from these same disciples we saw behind 
locked doors, afraid for their lives, in our Gospel lesson. What brought about this boldness? What brought 
about this change? 

But our vision this morning is not just going to be directed at them, but by looking at their change, I pray it will 
naturally lead us to look at ourselves and see a change or difference in our own hearts. How though? Isn’t our 
situation very much different from that of the apostles? Certainly, we have not experienced a change 
comparable to theirs or even on the same level, have we? Yet, as we turn back to our lesson from Acts this 
morning, I pray we may witness the resurrection difference just as the disciples did, both through the eyes of 
faith but also through how we witness that faith. Our lesson from Acts 5 once more: 

12 Many signs and wonders were done among the people through the hands of the apostles. With one mind, 
they all continued meeting in Solomon’s Colonnade.  17 The high priest rose up, along with his associates (that 
is, the party of the Sadducees), because they were filled with envy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them 
in the public prison. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the prison, brought them 
out, and said, 20 “Go, stand in the temple and keep on telling the people the whole message about this 
life.” 21 After they heard this, they entered the temple courts at daybreak and began to teach. When the high 
priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin (that is, the whole council of elders of the 
people of Israel). Then they sent orders to the jail to have the apostles brought in. 22 But when the officers 
arrived, they did not find them in the prison. They returned and reported, 23 “We found the prison securely 
locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them, we found no one inside!” 24 When 
the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests heard these words, they were puzzled about them, 
wondering what could have happened. 25 Then someone came and reported to them, “Look! The men you put 
in prison are standing in the temple courts and teaching the people.” 26 Then the captain went with the 
officers and brought the apostles in without force, because they were afraid that the people might stone 
them. 27 After they brought them in, they had them stand before the Sanhedrin. The high priest asked 
them, 28 “Did we not give you strict orders not to teach in this name? Look, you have filled Jerusalem with your 
teaching, and you are determined to bring this man’s blood down on us!” 29 But Peter and the apostles replied, 
“We must obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you arrested and killed by 
hanging him on a cross. 31 God exalted him to his right hand as Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel 
and the forgiveness of sins. 32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given 
to those who obey him.” 

 Our lesson comes from the book of Acts which is really an in-depth look at the beginning of the Christian 
church following the ascension of Christ back to Heaven. Maybe more clearly than any other book, it shows us 
the powerful affect Christ’s resurrection had on the apostles. What would account for this change from 
disciples who were so fickle, so quick to see something else as more important or more meaningful? Simply 
put, it was because they witnessed the risen Christ. They watched him die, some even helped carry him to the 
grave. They knew he was dead and then they saw him alive. And it was not just once or twice, they saw him 



multiple times, they ate with him, they placed their hands in the nail and spear holes. Jesus made sure there 
was absolutely zero doubt in their minds concerning what he had accomplished and done for them. On top of 
that it was not just a few people, he showed himself for 40 days following his resurrection to multiple people 
at multiple times, in fact at one time showing himself to more than 500 at the same time. This is the certainty 
they knew, certainty that washed away all doubts, certainty that allowed them to face opposition to the 
message of Christ and him crucified boldly. They knew what their Savior had done, and they knew the power 
they had in him. 

This change was brought about by what they had witnessed with their own eyes and because of what they 
had seen and because of what they knew this power of Christ also meant for them they were no longer afraid. 
They had no fear witnessing to the same people they once hid from. They had no fear facing the same people 
who crucified Jesus with the same message which got Jesus crucified. They had no fear because they knew the 
one who was for them was greater than any who could be against them. Certainly, we see a massive change 
but it is clear that this massive change in how they witnessed to others was brought about by the real and 
powerfully life-altering and peace-giving event of Christ’s resurrection which they witnessed with their own 
two eyes! 

But, and maybe you noticed, this lesson isn’t just about the disciples. It isn’t just about what they witnessed 
with their own two eyes and how that led them to boldly witness to the peace they now knew in their lives 
because of Christ’s resurrection. Did you hear them make mention to how this impacts you too? They mention 
you as well regarding how the resurrection makes a difference in your lives as well as the how. Listen to the 
final verse of our lesson once more. “We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God 
has given to those who obey him.” 

What does God want for you? Simply put, he wants you to know there is real hope based on real facts. He 
doesn’t want you to ever wonder “what happens next?’ He doesn’t want you to be depressed about death 
and certainly never wants you to fear death. He does want you to be at peace. He does want you to know that 
God did something about the dreadfulness of sin and its real effects in our life and the horrible thing called 
death. He tells us that in John saying, “These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God and that by believing you may have life in his name.” He tells you that in 1 Thessalonians 4 
saying “I don’t want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have 
no hope.” So, what does he do? He puts a witness to his triumph over death in you, in your heart, the Holy 
Spirit. He gives you the tools of the Spirit in his Word and Sacraments to make your faith stronger and to grow 
the Holy Spirit’s presence in your lives. In short, through faith, you are also witnesses to the resurrection 
through the fact that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you. 

And similarly, to the disciples, how can we not speak about what we have seen and heard? How can this truth 
not impact our lives in a real and meaningful way? How can this not bring us, as a group of people different 
though we may be, together to join our efforts in sharing this confidence? Our life has been changed, 
dramatically altered. We can now look death in the face and confidently tell it, “You are not my end, the living 
Christ says so.” We can live our lives through the ups and downs, through the things that may impact us 
deeply to our core in both good and bad ways, and know without a shred of doubt that Christ has died, Christ 
has risen, and because of that, my life is not here, where even my best is touched by sin, but my life is with the 
risen Christ and he has a place waiting that is free from all of sin. That confidence in life, that approach to the 
things this world has to offer is dramatically different from the natural way of this world. Living a life of that 
way will give witness to the difference the resurrection makes in a person’s life. That is the difference Christ 
died for, but more than that, it is the difference he conquered death for. That is the difference he wants you 
to know. So, by his strength, may our lives bear witness to that very thing. Amen. 

 


