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“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”

WELCOME TO CHRIST 

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION

Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a family restroom with a changing station out the sanctuary doors to 

the left and around the corner.

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

www.christcambridge.com                                        Sunday Service 9:00��

Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341     Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com     bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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                   SERVICE OF THE WORD
This liturgy, found on page 38 in the red hymnal, offers the congregation a form of worship 
that focuses on the proclamation of God’s Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with 
prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.

PASTOR’S WELCOME

OPENING HYMN              G��, W���� G����� K���� N� E����� | #96(LAPPY) 

Please Stand.

GATHERING

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you. 

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to 
love and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed 
him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let 
us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve 
to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse 
me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

ABSOLUTION 

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the per-
fect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has re-
moved your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

Gathering and 
confessing our 

sins to our Triune 
God tells us who 
is here and what 
he is here to do. 
The Lord God is 
not in this place 

to plague us with 
loveless laws and 

growing guilt.  He 
is here to fill us 

with forgiveness 
through the good 
news of Jesus. He 

is here to empow-
er us with the 

good news as we 
live in faith.  He is 

here to feed our 
starving souls 

with the food of 
his Word.

L

C

L

C

L
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PRAISE & PRAYER
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy 
and kindness. Grant us the full measure of your grace that we 
may obtain your promises and become partakers of your heaven-
ly glory; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

L

What other gift 
could possibly 

give you the 
love of God and 

an eternal 
home in heav-

en? What other 
gift could possi-

ble motivate 
you to follow 

and serve God 
every day? 

None! 
So, we lift up 
our voices in 
joyful praise 
(from Psalm 

34) for the free 
gift of for-

giveness that 
comes through 

Jesus. 

Pay attention 
to this prayer 
as it prepares 

us for the Scrip-
ture readings.  

Ask the Lord to 
use his Word 

on your hearts 
to amend the 

bad and en-
courage the 

good.

L
C
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FIRST READING Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:18-26
“Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything is 
meaningless.”                                                                                                                                  
18 I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them to 
the one who comes after me. 19 And who knows whether that person will be wise 
or foolish? Yet they will have control over all the fruit of my toil into which I have 
poured my effort and skill under the sun. This too is meaningless. 20 So my heart be-
gan to despair over all my toilsome labor under the sun. 21 For a person may labor 
with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then they must leave all they own to anoth-
er who has not toiled for it. This too is meaningless and a great misfortune. 22 What 
do people get for all the toil and anxious striving with which they labor under the 
sun? 23 All their days their work is grief and pain; even at night their minds do not 
rest. This too is meaningless. 24 A person can do nothing better than to eat and 
drink and find satisfaction in their own toil. This too, I see, is from the hand of 
God, 25 for without him, who can eat or find enjoyment? 26 To the person who pleas-
es him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner he gives 
the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases 
God. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.

PSALM OF THE DAY                                             Psalm 34 | pg. 80 (front of red hymnal)

Where does your happiness come from? May it always be found in God’s possession of you!

SECOND READING Colossians 3:1-11 
Therefore, because you were raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, 
not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
5 So put to death whatever is worldly in you: sexual immorality, uncleanness, lust, 

THE WORD
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evil desire, and greed, which is idolatry. 6 It is because of these things that the 
wrath of God is coming on the sons of disobedience. 7 You too once walked in 
these things, when you were living in them. 8 But now, you too are to rid your-
selves of all of these: wrath, anger, malice, slander, and filthy language from your 
mouth. 9 Do not lie to each other since you have put off the old self with its practic-
es, 10 and put on the new self, which is continually being renewed in knowledge, 
according to the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcision 
or uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but rather Christ is all and is in 
all.

VERSE OF THE DAY                                                                                  John 14:23
Alleluia. Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father 
will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.” Alleluia. 

Please stand.

GOSPEL Luke 12:13-
21
13 Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the in-
heritance with me.” 14 But Jesus said to him, “Man, who appointed me to be a 
judge or an arbitrator over you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out and be on 
guard against all greed, because a man’s life is not measured by how many posses-
sions he has.” 16 He told them a parable: “The land of a certain rich man produced 
very well. 17 He was thinking to himself, ‘What will I do, because I do not have any-
where to store my crops?’ 18 He said, ‘This is what I will do. I will pull down my 
barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and goods. 19 And I 
will tell my soul, “Soul, you have many goods stored up for many years. Take it 
easy. Eat, drink, and be merry.”’ 20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your 
soul will be demanded from you. Now who will get what you have prepared?’ 
21 “That is how it will be for anyone who stores up treasure for himself and is not 
rich toward God.”

The Gospel of our Lord. L



Theme: “You Died. Live Like It!”                 8-25-2019 

Money. We hear the word in church and we can cringe a little bit. Yet it plays such a huge part in all of our 
lives. It is what plays a part in doing what we do. It is something we try to save personally. It is something that 
we try to manage properly. It is something that we use weekly, probably even daily. But, it is often not 
something that we necessarily enjoy hearing about in church.  

But why is that? If I were to ask how many of you have sought financial advice from a professional financial 
advisor at one point or even multiple times in your life, most of your hands would probably go up. If I were to 
ask how many of you have sought out advice on money management from a book, a radio show, or a friend, I 
would guess that many of your hands would go up. If I were to ask how many of you budget your money or 
have a plan for your money, maybe even before it makes it into your bank accounts, I would bet most of your 
hands would go up.  

But there in lies the problem doesn’t it? And the problem I am talking about is not consulting or planning or 
trying to gain wisdom about money, but the simple fact that it is easy, so easy, to never even flinch over calling 
it mine. It is hard to look at doing all of that work and even self-control when it comes to wealth management 
and wealth building with the mindset that we are doing it for someone else. It is hard to fathom that it is not 
ours, especially when we see all the work we are doing, when we face frustrations in work, when jobs have 
taken their toles on our bodies and we can actually feel down to our bones the work we have done in our 
lifetime. I have earned this. It is mine. I can and should feel fine doing what I want to with my money. Those 
thoughts and phrases are never far from our minds and voices. And that is why we have a great need, all of us, 
to listen up to what God is telling us here in Colossians 3. 

Therefore, because you were raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is seated at the 
right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 5 So put 
to death whatever is worldly in you: sexual immorality, uncleanness, lust, evil desire, and greed, which is 
idolatry. 6 It is because of these things that the wrath of God is coming on the sons of disobedience. 7 You too 
once walked in these things, when you were living in them. 8 But now, you too are to rid yourselves of all of 
these: wrath, anger, malice, slander, and filthy language from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to each other since you 
have put off the old self with its practices, 10 and put on the new self, which is continually being renewed in 
knowledge, according to the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcision or 
uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but rather Christ is all and is in all. 

This lesson addresses much of the life of a Christian and how all those aspects of what it means to be a 
Christian are going to show themselves from a day to day perspective. However, due to the focus of our Old 
Testament and Gospel lesson for today, we are going to focus on the aspect of stewardship that focuses on 
money. And yes, there are many aspects to stewardship that extend beyond the dollars in our pockets and 
those are important talks to have, but a real talk about the money God has given us is an important talk to 
have as well. 

Maybe the first thing that would be of value for us to look at in our lesson is the comment concerning the fact 
that we have died. All of us. And while that may seem a strange thing to say as you could all pinch yourself 
right now and see and feel evidence to the contrary, look at how Paul describes it. He tells us the life we now 
have is hidden with Christ in God.  

What Paul is getting at is the fact that on the cross, all that is worldly in us was put to death. He even gives us 
a list of things that make up that person who was put to death. That person contained sexual immorality, 
uncleanness, lust, evil desire, and greed which can also be defined by idolatry. The wrath of God was brought 
in full against us as that person there as he brought down, in full, the punishment due us. That person, in 
which those thoughts and actions were contained, died.  



This is an important point to our discussion. There is a common saying that “you can’t take it with you when 
you go”. It is an obvious fact that death servers all earthly relationships. It severs them with people. It severs 
them with all of our abilities. It severs relationships with our possessions, and of course that includes money. 
And while you can again say, yeah but look at my house, look in my garage, look in my fridge, look at my 
paycheck, look at my bank account. There is money there that is mine.  

But that is what God is getting at, and it is not just a mindset. He is telling us the reality of who we are and it is 
not as it may seem with our eyes or who it may look like is starring back at us in the mirror. Just God sees us 
perfect through Christ despite all of our daily sinful actions and thoughts because Christ has already paid for 
them and washed us clean in his precious life blood, so also is our current reality different than what we may 
see or experience. We died with Christ, and the life we now have is now hidden with Christ. In him we are 
constantly and daily being renewed. We live for Christ with all we are and with all he has blessed us with. 

That is why our lesson tells us we used to be defined by our sins, we used to be defined by ourselves and what 
we wanted and what made us happy with respect to this world. But now, because of Christ, life is different. 
Now we are defined by Christ and that means everything we do is different, and we are going to live 
differently with everything we have. We live remembering that we died with Christ. We live remembering our 
life is in heaven with Christ, this world is not our home. And yes, that also means how we live with our money. 

But how then do we remember to live like we died with Christ when it comes to what we have been given. I 
was recently told a story about someone who was going to the fair when they were younger. Their parents 
gave them $20 dollars which was more than enough to get in and have something to eat…I don’t know if that 
would necessarily be the case now but please humor me for the sake of the illustration. Upon returning home 
the parents were a little shocked to find out that all the money had been spent. The money was not 
necessarily on loan, but it was given with the hope that the person would remember who the money came 
from and respect that.  

All that we are, from the confident assurance of sins forgiven, the certain hope of heaven, to who we are the 
gifts that we have been given and the resources we have been blessed with come from God. They are gifts 
given from our father. A good measure of whether or not we are using them to his glory would be to honestly 
ask ourselves what are we doing with his gifts? Are we using them wisely or would he be surprised with how 
they have been treated? God doesn’t lay out for you and me exactly how he demands each one of our pennies 
to be spent or where they are to be placed. But he does tell us we are to constantly remember who we are 
and that on the cross, all of who we were was put to death. Our sinful nature, in its entirety, died. And a new 
person daily arises in Christ. That means that there will be constant analysis of what God is giving us and how 
we can show him thanks by always remembering where all that we have comes from but also how to use all 
that we have to give glory to God. It means constantly remembering that this world with all of the things that 
lure us, call to us, and try to distract us are just that, things of this world. They are not things of lasting value or 
worth. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we died. Do we live like it? Sadly, it is often the case that I don’t and maybe the 
same could be said for you. That is why, through the wonderful reminders that God gives us today in his word 
I pray we are given a blessed reminder of who it is who has gifted us with our greatest blessing, peace with 
God. Then, being reminded of that, we are reminded once more of who gifts us with all of the rest that we 
have, including our money. For in the knowledge of his mercy we can and will live as we are in Christ and show 
God gratitude in acknowledging him in how we give back what is already his, as well as how we daily use what 
he has lent us. Amen.  
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Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY B�������, S������, L�� U� G�����  |  #484

SERMON                                                                                               Colossians 3:1-11

Theme: You Died. Live Like It!

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the   
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was        
crucified, died,  and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life       
everlasting. Amen.

THANK OFFERING                                  1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and 
throughout the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to par-
ticipate in this offering which supports our ministry.

Another option for giving is through the “Give Plus 
Church” app. Safely and securely make a donation from 
a debit/credit card or checking/savings account.

C
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
“The eyes of all look to you and you give them their food at the proper time.  
You open your hands and satisfy the desires of every living thing.”  O Lord, we 
gather before you today and speak those words as our own.  We praise you for 
your goodness to us.  Our corrupt natures rebel at the thought, of course.  They 
would have us look at those things we don’t have and have us find fault with 
you for not fulfilling all our selfish desires.  Such conclusions are nothing more 
than sinful greed and rebellion.  For them we deserve your judgment.  Instead 
we have your forgiveness, and in that forgiveness the basis to truly enjoy all 
that you supply.
Keep our eyes focused on these truths.  You have purchased us to be your own 
and have made us heirs of heaven itself.  May that knowledge give us content-
ment day by day and cause us to dedicate ourselves to you, soul and body.

Lord, Jesus, you set aside for a little while the glory and honor of heaven so 
that you might redeem us from our guilt and condemnation.  Though you were 
rich, you made yourself poor so that we though your poverty might become 
rich.  And that is what we now are.  Help us to keep our eyes focused on the 
wealth that is truly wealth.
May our thankfulness for what you have done cause our attitude to be that of 
the hymn-writer who sang, “All that I am and have, Thy gifts so free, In joy, in 
grief, through life, Dear Lord, for Thee!”

O Holy Spirit, on that Pentecost long ago, you removed language differences as 
an obstacle for proclaiming the Gospel and brought 3,000 to believe in Jesus as 
their Savior.  In our own day you let the differences in language become an op-
portunity for teaching people about their Savior both in our own country and in 
foreign lands. We thank you for the individuals you have led to give themselves 
to this work.  We celebrate with the angels all those who have come to faith 
through their ministry
We pray especially for those doing this work in places hostile to the Gospel.  
Protect those who serve.  Strengthen in the faith those who are gathered.  
Move the hearts of your people to support such ministries with their prayers 
and offerings.  Enable those taught in the faith to mature so that they in turn 
may become the teachers to their own people.  Guard them against all forces 
that will try to destroy them and their work.

C

L
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L
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Heavenly Father, we pray not only for ourselves and our needs, but also for 
those around us.  Be with those who are troubled so that they find their rest in 
you.  Be with the sick and dying so that they find healing and life in your Son.  
Be with those who have great responsibilities so that they carry them out with 
great humility.
Bless our government, our families, our homes.  Take care of those who 
struggle to find income and employment.  Be with us as we go about our daily 
activities that all we do may serve you.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

These and all our prayers we bring before you knowing you will hear us, for our 
Savior has taught us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

HYMN                                                   F������ U�, L��� | #482

PRAYER
O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful peo-
ple. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temp-
tation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

L
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26
Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one    
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and   give you peace.

 CLOSING HYMN                                L�� A�� T����� N�� L����� | #260                     

L



THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | AUGUST 26—SEPTEMBER 1 

TUESDAY    7:00pm  Mid-Week Worship 

WEDNESDAY    6:00pm  Adult Discipleship Mee�ng 

SUNDAY               9:00am  Worship w/ Communion 

  10:00am  Cookies & Coffee 

   10:30am  Bible Study 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Pastor Sam Biebert 
Contact Informa�on  ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com 
    701.471.0341 (cell) 
 

Church Office   763.689.5333 
Webpage   www.christcambridge.com 

Informa�on to help you stay connected and get involved! 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Pastor Sam Biebert 
Contact Informa�on  ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com 
    701.471.0341 (cell) 
 

Church Office   763.689.5333 
Webpage   www.christcambridge.com 

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | AUGUST 26—SEPTEMBER 1 

Please join the Preschool for its Opening Service on Thursday, 
September 5 at 6:00pm. The first day of 
school for our the 3 year olds is September 9 
and our 4 year olds will begin on September 
11. We are s�ll looking for VOLUNTEERS! 
Contact Cliss Loescher if you would like to 
volunteer or have any ques�ons.  

PRESCHOOL NEWS 

Informa�on to help you stay connected and get involved! 

“Here am I. Send me!”  Isaiah 6:8   

Ushers: Brian M., Jordan, Brian L. 
Cookies & Coffee:  Sarah 
Offering Counters: Tom, Rick 
Cleaners: Green, Pawlik 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A HUGE thank you to everyone who 
helped with the finish work on the 
Preschool! It is amazing! Check out 

the new space if you haven’t already! Another thank you to those 
who helped hang the monitors! Exci�ng changes! Finally, thank you 
to Steve and Jane Owens who opened their home on Skogman Lake 
for our outdoor service and fun last Sunday! It was a wonderful day! 
 

Reminders Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 8 and 
Confirma�on Classes will begin on Monday, September 9. Prayers for 
our teachers and our young people as they grow in faith! 
 

Mid-Week Bible Study Beginning September 11, plan to join Pastor 
Biebert on Wednesdays at 10:00am or 6pm for focused �me in God’s 
Word. This fall, the theme will target the Great Commission and how 
best we can communicate our faith. It will be a great opportunity to 
dig in and discover how you can apply your faith! 
 

Mid-Week Worship Have you enjoyed the opportunity to worship 
during the week? It is a great blessing when work, travel, or other 
commitments keep you from church on Sunday. Your mid-week 
worship opportunity will con�nue! At this �me, Tuesday evening 
services will con�nue to be offered! 
 

Mobile Giving  We are taking advantage of a 6 month promo�onal 
offer to try an online giving resource. This program will allow you to 
safely schedule your monetary gi�s and will enable us to stay up to 
date with current technology and u�lize a popular way to bank. You 
can give securely on the church's website or by downloading the 
mobile app, “Give Plus”. More informa�on is on the table at the 
entrance to the fellowship hall.    
 

Women of Christ—Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 Saturday, September 21 @ 8:00am— "Coffee & Cha�er" at 

Herman's Bakery.  
 Saturday, October 12 @ 9:00am—Cra�/Baking Day at Christ 
 Sunday, October 13 & 20—Fall Bazaar 
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