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“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST” 

WELCOME TO CHRIST  

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon! 

INFORMATION 

 Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a family restroom with a changing station out the sanctuary doors to 

the left and around the corner. 

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way 

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church. 

CONTACT INFORMATION                                                     Sunday Service 9:00am 

 Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher 

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230 

Cell: 701.471.0341         Cell: 612.810.1964 

sbiebert@gmail.com        bldgblksforlife@gmail.com 
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PASTOR’S WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN                                             Blessed Jesus, at Your Word |  #221   

Please Stand. 

GATHERING 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy   
Spirit.  

 (sings) Amen.  

CONFESSION OF SINS 

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and con-
fess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful 
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and ac-
tions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Je-
sus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.     

LORD, HAVE MERCY                                                    Kyrie Eleison  

COMMON SERVICE                       
This liturgy, found on page 15 in the red hymnal, is a version of the      

historic liturgy of the Christian church. 

L 

L 

C 

C 

These opening 
words remind us 

of our baptism 
and tell us who is 

here with us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This expression, 
“Lord, have mer-
cy,” is one of the 
oldest responses 

of the worship-
ing Church. 

We need repent-
ance and for-

giveness on an 
ongoing basis. In 

his unending 
mercy, God pro-

vides. 
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ABSOLUTION   
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

 (sings) Amen. 

 In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

GLORY BE TO GOD                                                         Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L 

C 

L 

Versions of this 
song have been 
used in worship 

since the 4th cen-
tury.  In response 

to God’s grace 
expressed 

through the ab-
solution, the 

church sings out 
as the angels 

sang on Christ-
mas night: “Glory 

be to God on 
high!”  

Luke 2:13-14 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

The Lord be with you. 

 (sings) And also with you.  

 Let us pray. 

O Lord, our God, govern the nations on earth and direct the 
affairs of this world so that your Church may worship you in 
peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

(sings) Amen  

Please be seated. 

T H E  W O R D   
FIRST READING                                                       Zechariah 13:7-9  
7 “Awake, sword, against my shepherd, against the man who is 
close to me!” declares the Lord Almighty. “Strike the shepherd, 
and the sheep will be scattered, and I will turn my hand against the 
little ones. 8 In the whole land,” declares the Lord, “two-thirds will 
be struck down and perish; yet one-third will be left in it. 9 This third I will put into 
the fire; I will refine them like silver and test them like gold. They will call on my 
name and I will answer them; I will say, ‘They are my people,’ and they will say, 

The Prayer of the 
Day asks the Lord 
for spiritual bless-
ings, based on the 
assigned Scripture 

readings. .  The 
Prayer of the Day is 

often ancient, da-
ting back to the 5th 

century.  It’s not 
surprising that the 

Church keeps using 
these prayers.  The 

greatest needs of 
mankind never 

change. 

L 

C 

L 

C 

C 
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‘The Lord is our God.’”  

 
PSALM OF THE DAY                                               Psalm 22 |  pg.71  
Though the Christian l ife  wil l  have i ts  rough patches,  God rem ains  our 
strength  
 

SECOND READING                                                                       Galatians 3:23-29  
23 But before this faith came, we were held in custody under the law, imprisoned un-
til the coming faith was revealed. 24 So the law was our chaperone until Christ, so 
that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that this faith has come, we are no 
longer under a chaperone. 26 In fact, you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 27 Indeed, as many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed your-
selves with Christ. 28 There is not Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female, for you 
are all one and the same in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham’s descendants and heirs according to the promise. 

”VERSE OF THE DAY                                                                               Galatians 4:6 

Alleluia. Because we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 

hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” Alleluia.  

Please stand. 

 

Our Savior meets us in the Gospel according to Luke 7.  

 
 
 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                                         Luke 9:18-24 
18 One time when Jesus was praying alone and the disciples were with him, he asked 

them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” 19 They answered, “‘John the Baptist,’ 

but others say, ‘Elijah,’ and others say, ‘one of the ancient prophets come back to 

life.’” 20 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” And Peter answered, “The 

Christ of God.” 

L 

We stand in    
honor of the   

Gospel because it 
presents the 

words and works 
of   Jesus, the 

Word  Incarnate. 
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21 He gave them a strict command not to tell this to anyone. 22 He said, “The Son of 

Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and ex-

perts in the law. He must be killed and be raised on the third day.” 23 Jesus said to all 

of them, “If anyone wants to come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross 

daily, and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever 

loses his life for my sake will save it. 

The Gospel of our Lord.  

 

 

 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died,  and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father al-
mighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the com-
munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

Please be seated. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY           Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head  |  #536  

 

 

C 
A creed is a 

statement of 
faith.  Creed 

comes from the 
Latin “credo,” 

which means “I 
believe.”  The 

faith God gave 
us publicly and 

regularly con-
fesses the tri-

une God as Lord 
and Savior.  

L 



8 

SERMON                                                                                             Galatians 3:23-29 

Theme: “Christianity: Is It Worth It? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CREATE IN ME                                                                          Psalm 51 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 

Looking back to 
what was read 

and preached in 
the Word and 

looking forward 
to blessings of 

Jesus’ body and 
blood, this sung 
prayer puts our 

focus where it 
needs to be: on 

the renewing 
grace of God.  
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THANK OFFERING                                                   1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8            
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout 
the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering 
which supports our ministry.  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

We give thanks to you, O God; we praise you.  Like the measure of the uni-
verse, the extent of your love for us is beyond our grasp; the little that we do 
understand fills us with awe.   
Keep our hearts firmly focused on the truth of your love and its unchanging 
character in our lives so that it and you will be our peace and joy in both the 
troubling and the triumphant times in life. 

We thank you for the blessings you have poured out on the labors of our 
hands.  May our attitude in life always be like that of your Son who did not 
come to earth to be served but to serve. 
Fill our lives with the fruits of faith that will bring praise to you, and benefits 
to us and those around us. 

O Lord, the world in which we live can be a dangerous place as Satan and his 
minions work to bring woe and distress to our lives. 
Keep us in your loving care and protect us from all dangers.  When we must 
endure hardship, remind us that you will use all things for our eternal good. 

O Holy Spirit, it lifts our spirits to hear the reports of the Gospel being 
preached in places where it needs to be proclaimed, and that it continues to 
convert the hearts of the unbeliever and rekindle the flame of faith in those 
whose love for God has grown cold. 
Keep us steadfast in our support of those who go where we cannot, whether 
that be in our own nation or in other places around the world.  Bless our mis-
sionaries everywhere to keep them and their loved ones safe. 

You encourage us, O Lord, to show your love for all people and our love for 
you by giving tangible aid to those who are in need.  We thank you that gifts 
from your people have allowed our Synod’s committee for Christian Aid and 
Relief to provide funds that have, among other things, repaired water wells in 
Africa, given food assistance to the poor in Indonesia, assisted war refugees 
and orphans in Ukraine, and supported sewing classes and clothing for the 

L 

L 

L 

L 

L 

C 

C 

C 

C 
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poor in Nepal. 
Keep our eyes and hands open so that we continue to be those who bring 
blessings to other both through the Gospel we proclaim and the care we pro-
vide to those who are in distress.  Fill our hearts with your love so that we 
pray for all those whom you love. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.  

Triune God, we pray to you, confident that you will hear us, and according to 
your wisdom grant our petitions, for our Savior has taught us to pray:  

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                        Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 

HYMN                                                    I Walk in Danger All the Way |  #431  

PRAYER 
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we 
so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and 
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting 
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
(sings) Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

 

 

 

C 

L 

L 

L 

C 
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THE LORD’S BLESSING                                                    Numbers 6:24-26  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and   give you peace. 

 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN:                        The Battle Belongs To the Lord |  #16 (LAPPY)  

         

 

Announcements 

Today, Sunday  (July 14) 

Worship – 9:00 AM 

Cookies ‘n Coffee Fellowship – 10:00 AM 

Bible Class — 10:30 AM 

Tuesday (July 16) - Mid-week service at 7:00pm 

 

Confirmation Examination—Saturday (July 20) at 7:00 pm 

 

Sunday (July 21)  

Worship – 9:00 AM 

Cookies ‘n Coffee Fellowship – 10:00 AM 

Bible Class - 10:30 AM 

 

L 
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Info and Voter’s meeting:  There will be an info meeting on July 14th and a 

voter’s meeting on July 28th.  As always, if you have any questions or com-

ments please let pastor or a counsel member know. Thank you. 

Confirmation Saturday: Due to a scheduling mix-up (Pastor’s fault) confir-

mation examination will be on Saturday, July 20th, at 7:00pm.  The congrega-

tion is welcomed and encouraged to come hear and witness Treavor 

Rettmann’s profession of faith as he expresses his desire to become a mem-

ber of Christ Lutheran. 



Christianity: Is It Worth It?                      7-14-19 
Like a little boy throwing a pebble into the middle of a school of minnows, the lesson we read earlier from 
Zechariah described the scattering of the sheep after the shepherd had been struck. It talked about how God 
was doing this to refine his children, those who belonged to him like an iron worker sticking metal into a 
blazing hot forge, hammering it out and sticking it back in again and again. The picture is bold and makes an 
impression, but it is not necessarily one that jumps to the forefront of our minds as something that sounds 
intriguing or something that someone would like to willingly impose themselves too. 
Then there was our gospel reading. It is also filled with intrigue, but it is, at least at first, a little more inviting. 
We hear Peter’s bold confession of faith. A confession we can get behind and shout “Amen” to. But we can 
hardly ignore the words of Jesus that come next, can we? There is the express desire for anyone who wants to 
follow Jesus, to follow the one who suffered many things, who was rejected, handed over as a condemned 
criminal and put to death, to deny self. There is also, along with that the reminder that following Jesus means 
daily picking up ones cross and following him. It is the picture of one who has spent the previous day hard at 
work, to the point where they are still sore the next morning, have a body filled with aches and pains as 
reminders, to bend over in that stiffness and pick up the object that made them sore in the first place, and go 
back to work. It is finished with the reminder to lose our life for the sake of Jesus. That means at times 
forgoing earthly happiness and joy for the sake of what is promised to be ours in eternity. 

It is one thing to rejoice in our Christianity and give God praise when things are going well, but it is entirely 
another thing to love Christ and being his follower when we have no physical reason to do so. It is a whole 
different ballgame to give praise to God when we are experiencing hardship, trouble, sadness, when the cross 
of Christ falls heavy with a thud square across our backs. And yet, this is exactly what Jesus is tells us will 
happen. It is not a possible maybe, it is a certainty, it is something that will be the reality of each and every 
Christian.  

Clearly, then, this brings this topic directly into your laps and mine as one that is not only important for us but 
at the same time, one that is crucial for us to understand, to know and be able to find comfort from the word 
of God when this certainly becomes something we are dealing with and when those we love and call family 
through faith are going through as well. So, this morning, we ask ourselves is Christianity worth it and I pray 
that as we dive into the living and enduring Word of God we not only find answers to that question but that 
the Holy Spirit refines us to be strong for whatever may come. 

It is with this goal in mind that we come back to our lesson from Galatians this morning. It is a lesson that is 
designed to answer this question to a group of people who also needed answers for this exact same thing. You 
see the Galatians were facing troubles very similar to those which you and I face on a daily basis. They were 
being assaulted by different teachings, teachings that sounded not just good but even logical. But they were 
teachings that Paul described in 1:7 of Galatians as “no gospel at all”. They were teachings that would scatter 
the flock and make it hard every single day to take of the cross of Christ and follow him. So throughout the 
book of Galatians, our verses from chapter three included, Paul is underscoring the heart of Christianity and 
showing just how “worth it” it is. Because of this, we remind ourselves of our lesson once more.  

23 But before this faith came, we were held in custody under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith was 
revealed. 24 So the law was our chaperone until Christ, so that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that 
this faith has come, we are no longer under a chaperone. 26 In fact, you are all sons of God through faith in 
Christ Jesus. 27 Indeed, as many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ. 28 There is not Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female, for you are all one and the same in Christ 
Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants and heirs according to the promise. 

Why do you think so many Christians get so upset when a plaque, a picture or a mural of the ten 
commandments are taken down from a public place? Can knowledge of those ten commandments save 
anyone? Does having them constantly before us represent an attainable goal? Not at all. In fact it is the 



opposite. They imprison us. They condemn us. They remind us we have failed. They tell us, if that is all we 
have, hell is our ultimate end.  

But at the same time we love them because they represent something we can look to as a sort of litmus test 
for our faith. Especially before faith, for those of us who can remember that, they were a way we could at 
least feel like we were doing good, a way we could feel like we were pleasing God and better off in his 
presence than others. But that is all the ten commandments are apart from Christ. They do not really do 
anything for us. They chaperone us, but they are not our parents. It is with that picture in mind Paul goes on to 
tell us why being a Christian is so special. 

Through faith, we are no longer under a chaperone, we are under God, our father. It is an entirely different 
thing all together. Going someplace with your parents and going some place with a chaperone are going to 
result in two completely different experiences. But what Paul is getting at is not just a different “experience” 
of Christianity, it is the difference between being a Christian and not.  

As a Christian God has made you his son. That is in no way meant to be a slight against women or meant to 
bring on some kind of identity crisis. It is meant simply to tell you what God thinks of you. You are his heir. 
Heaven is your possession even now because of your status through faith. There is no difference to God. There 
is no difference based on color or gender, country or citizenship. It has nothing to do with having Jewish blood 
running through your veins or not. God sees faith and that is what makes you his, nothing else, nothing more. 

And that has huge implications when it comes to persecution and hardship of any kind. I pray none of you 
were ever bullied or, for that matter, ever where the bully. But if you were, it is my guess that home was a 
safe space. It was a place or at the very least should have been the place, you knew you were loved. It was a 
place you could be reminded of your worth. It was a place you were encouraged to know others did not effect 
your value or how those closest to you felt about you. 

For that matter, when hurt came into your life either from something like a scrap, cut, or bump when you 
were smaller, who did you run to? Your parents. They would hold you in their arms, they would clean up your 
wounds, they would comfort you with the reminder that all would be okay. The same was hopefully true as 
you grew and so did the problems. They changed from cuts and bruises to situations that ate at your 
emotions. Situations that created longer lasting hurt that was harder to deal with and harder to overcome. But 
family is just as important then. Just as important to give constant reminders of love, constant ears to bend 
your way, listen to your hurt and being their for you in your darker times. 

Additionally, it is because those closest to you knew that these bigger problems would come that they 
probably tried to prepare you for them in different ways when you were younger. When the milk was spilled 
there may have been the simple reminder that this is a small problem, this is not something that needs to be 
overreacted to. 

This picture and then some, is why Paul gives the reminder to the Galatians as well as to you and me about our 
status as Christians before God. It is a status that gives us comfort, but especially so when we face those 
difficult times, especially so when we are being disciplined to refined so that we come out stronger for it. It is 
so extremely important to know our status as Christians because not only does it remind us we are loved in 
the strongest and greatest of ways but that being a Christian is most certainly worth it. We are a part of God’s 
family! We have a Father who knows all so he is able to walk us through the paths of life here on earth with 
the most wisdom. He draws us close to him by any means possible, specifically tailored to your greatest 
eternal good so that you will not only be able to endure hardship but with the purpose that you will flourish 
under it and ultimately and most importantly be with him forever. If you ever doubt that Christianity is worth 
it, or rather when you doubt it, may these words from Galatians flood your thoughts. You are God’s child, 
loved with an eternal love. You were worth all to him and there is nothing you can face that changes that 
reality. Amen. 


