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“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”

WELCOME TO CHRIST 

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION

Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a family restroom with a changing station out the sanctuary doors to 

the left and around the corner.

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

CONTACT INFORMATION                                                     Sunday Service 9:00��

Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341     Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com     bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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WELCOME (Guest Preacher Candidate Hans Thomford)

OPENING HYMN                               O�, T��� I H�� � T������� V����� | #194

Please Stand.

GATHERING

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

(spoken) And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him 
with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us 
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sin-
ful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, 
and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what 
is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and 
in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has  
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Therefore, by Christ’s authority, I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spir-
it.

(spoken) Amen.

SERVICE of WORD & SACRAMENT
You can follow along with this service order on page 26 in the front of the red hymnal.

This time with 
one another is 
also time with 

our Triune God, 
who feeds us in 

Word and        
Sacrament.

God sees our   
entire life, so 

there is no reason 
to keep anything 

hidden before 
him.  Instead, we 

confess our sins 
trusting the love 
and forgiveness 

of Christ.

In the absolution, 
God speaks 

through the  pas-
tor to assure us 
of his unlimited       

forgiveness 
through Christ.

C

L

L

C

L
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Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie Eleison

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your 
gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love 

and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every 

evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who 

offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and 

keep us in your tender care:

Kyrie Eleison is 
Greek for “Lord, 
have mercy.”  It 
is an expression 
of faith used in 
worship since 
the time of the 
New Testament 
Church.  

L

L

L

L
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The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is  worthy of praise.

SONG OF PRAISE O Lord, Our Lord

L

Jesus said 
that  the    
angels in  

heaven      
rejoice over 

one sinner 
who repents.       

In response to 
God’s grace 
given in the 

absolution of 
all our sins,   
the church 
sings joyful 

words of 
praise and 
glory, also 

called a          
doxology.



6

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, you rule over all things in wisdom and kindness. Take away every-

thing that may be harmful and give us whatever is good; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Please be seated.

L

C
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THE WORD

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 5:12-15
12 “Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the L��� your God has com-
manded you. 13 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 14 but the seventh 
day is a sabbath to the L��� your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither 
you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your ox, 
your donkey or any of your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns, so 
that your male and female servants may rest, as you do. 15 Remember that you 
were slaves in Egypt and that the L��� your God brought you out of there with a 
mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the L��� your God has com-
manded you to observe the Sabbath day. 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 126 | pg. 113
The Word of God is sure. It gives hope, joy, and confidence today and in the future.

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 4:5-12
5 Indeed, we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as 
your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For the God who said, “Light will shine out of 
darkness,” is the same one who made light shine in our hearts to give us the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the person of Jesus Christ.

7 We hold this treasure in clay jars to show that its extraordinary power is from 
God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; per-
plexed, yet not despairing; 9 persecuted, yet not forsaken; struck down, yet not 
destroyed. 10 We always carry around in our body the death of the Lord Jesus, so 
that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11 To be sure, while we are 
living we are continually being handed over to death because of Jesus, so that 
the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our mortal flesh. 12 So then, death is 
working in us, but life is working in you.

VERSE OF THE DAY Psalm 119:105
Alleluia. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. Alleluia.
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Please stand.

GOSPEL Mark 2:23-28
23 Once on a Sabbath day, Jesus was passing through the grain fields, and his disci-

ples began to pick heads of grain as they walked along. 24 The Pharisees said to him, 

“Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath day?”

25 He replied to them, “Have you never read what David did when he was in need 

and hungry (he and his companions)? 26 He entered the house of God in the time of 

Abiathar the high priest and ate the Bread of the Presence, which is not lawful for 

anyone to eat, except for the priests. He also gave some to his companions.”

27 Then Jesus said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for 
the Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is the Lord even of the Sabbath.”

  The Gospel of our Lord.

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY W� H��� � S��� P�������� W��� | #291

SERMON 2 Corinthians 4:5-12

               Theme: “The Gospel is Powerful for You”

L
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and   earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one be-

ing with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us 

and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incar-

nate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 

human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius      Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 

again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended   into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

and glorified, who has  spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy  

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the for-

giveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen.

THANK OFFERING                                               1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8       
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and 
throughout the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to 
participate in this offering which supports our ministry.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
O Lord, how good it is to again gather in your house, to hear your Word and to 
sing your praises.  
All honor and glory be yours both now and evermore.

Heavenly Father, we are filled with awe and thanks as we look around us and at 
the world in which you have given us to live.  There is beauty; there is majesty; 
there is abundance.  All this is ours to enjoy simply because you love us, and not 
because we have earned or deserved it.

L

C

C
A creed is a 

statement of 
faith.  Creed 

comes from the 
Latin “credo,” 

which means “I 
believe.”  The 

faith God gave 
us willingly,  

publicly, and 
regularly        

confesses the 
triune God as 

Lord and Savior.

L
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Fill our hearts with your Spirit that we may be good stewards of all that you 
have entrusted to us and use it to carry out your purposes.

Lord Jesus, we have rest for our souls because of you.  You have taken away the 
burden of our guilt and sin.  You have assured us that you love us.  Even when 
we struggle with life, its ups and downs, its heartaches and headaches, we have 
an answer for the worry that tries to beset us: you have promised that you will 
protect and provide for us.
Fill us with your love so that we share what we have with others.  Bring them 
also to a knowledge of the peace that is beyond our full understanding.

Lord of the nations, we come to you on behalf of our land.  It is only because of 
your undeserved love that we enjoy the freedom and prosperity in which we 
live.  We thank you for your goodness.  We also know the evil that is among us: 
your Word of truth is rejected by many; your righteousness is spurned; sinful 
pride causes contempt for others – ones whom you love and for whom you have 
died.  Scripture says, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD.”  Help us to 
be ones who proclaim your Law and Gospel faithfully and clearly so that those 
who don’t know you may learn of you, and so that those who do know and be-
lieve in you might be preserved in the faith.
In your mercy, O Lord, hear our prayer.

O Lord, we intercede for those people who live in places where war seems to be 
endless, places like Syria, Afghanistan, Somalia, Ukraine.  Their suffering is great.  
Many live without hope.  Most tragically, many do not know you and have never 
heard of you.  Use their earthly circumstances to cause them to seek you and 
supply to them those who can make you known.  If it is your will, relieve their 
suffering.  Move your people to be those through whom you make your love 
known.
In your mercy, O Lord, hear our prayer.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

These and all our requests we bring together in the prayer you have taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

L

L

L

C

C

L

L

C

C
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not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
(sings) And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts.
(sings) We lift them up to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
(sings) It is right to give him thanks and praise.

 Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love 
he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from the dead 
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms and placed all things 
under his feet for the benefit of the Church. Now have come the salvation and 
the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the 
throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and 
ever: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus

C

L

L

C

C

L

This familiar and 
ancient worship 

greeting begins the 
Sacrament section 
with the joyful as-

surance of our 
Lord’s powerful         

presence.
L
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION                           1 Corinthians 11:23-25
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei

Recorded for us in 
Isaiah 6:4, angels 
sing, “Holy, holy, 

holy is the Lord 
Almighty,” in the 

presence of the 
Triune God. The 

Church sings the 
same song in 

preparation for 
His Supper,    

faithfully          
confessing the 

Lord’s true     
presence in the 

Sacrament.

Pastor speaks 
these words as 
the Lord Jesus 
did for his holy 
supper. This is 

the Lord’s        
miraculous meal 

for our             
spiritual         

nourishment.

L
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Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
God tells us in the Bible that his Supper is for sinners who are accurately instructed in his 
word, who examine themselves by living in repentance, and who recognize the miraculous 
real presence of Jesus’ body and blood. It is our joy and honor to use God’s Hoy Word.  
Therefore, we invite only current members of Christ, (and those from sister WELS and ELS 
congregations) come forward to receive the Sacrament at the direction of the ushers. If 
you have  questions, please speak with Pastor before taking part in the sacrament. He wel-
comes the chance to study what God says with you. And thanks so much for honoring 
God’s Word in this manner.

 One option for preparation is available in the red hymnal on page 156.
During the distribution the congregation is invited to sing the following hymn:

COMMUNION HYMN           #377

When the distribution is completed, Pastor invites the congregation to stand and sing:

John the 
Baptist saw 

Jesus and 
said, “Look 

the Lamb of 
God who 

takes away 
the sin of 

the world.”
John 1:29
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Song of Praise Thank the Lord

PRAYER:
Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 
here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of 
your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his 
true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a 
new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever  

L

We thank the 
Lord  after this 
holy supper in 

much the 
same way that 

we thank him 
after we eat 

our meals. He 
provides us 

with what our 
bodies and 

souls need to    
remain strong    
physically and           

spiritually.
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one anoth-
er. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN:                                      O� W��� H�� N�� B��� S���  | #322



This is how 
God has 

blessed his 
people since 

the time of 
Moses (for 

about 4,000 
years). These 

are the final 
words in 

worship as 
we depart to 

serve with 
God’s peace 
and power.

L
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Announcements
Today, Sunday  (July 7)
Worship – 9:00 AM
Cookies ‘n Coffee Fellowship – 10:00 AM
Bible Class - 10:30 AM
Tuesday (July 9) - Mid-week service at 7:00pm

Sunday (July 14)
Worship – 9:00 AM
Cookies ‘n Coffee Fellowship – 10:00 AM
Bible Class - 10:30 AM

Info and Voter’s meeting:  There will be an info meeting on July 14th 
and a voter’s meeting on July 28th.  As always, if you have any questions 
or comments please let pastor or a counsel member know. Thank you.

Confirmation Saturday: Due to a scheduling mix-up (Pastor’s fault) 
confirmation examination will be on Saturday, July 20th, at 7:00pm.  The 
congregation is welcomed and encouraged to come hear and witness 
Treavor Rettmann’s profession of faith as he expresses his desire to be-
come a member of Christ Lutheran.

Help Needed: Do you love watching things grow? Are your thumbs 
green(ish)? Do you take pride in the church grounds looking nice? If so 
the landscaping crew would love your help! If you are willing please talk 
to Pastor or Julie Pasch.

Thank You! A big thank you to Candidate Hans Thomford for sharing the 
gospel with us this morning. Hans will be Ordained and Installed at Mar-
tin Luther College as he takes on his role as a tutor. There will be a free 
will offering following the service to help with  gas and expenses from 
schooling. 



 

 

2 Corinthians 4:5-12 

The Gospel is powerful for you! 

1. Especially when you see his light 

2. Even when his light is in you 

One of the coolest, perhaps most memorable stories in the Old Testament is about the life of Gideon. 

Now I know there are lots of stories about the children of Israel, like the Exodus out of Egypt, the parting 

the Red Sea, receiving the commandments, and destroying their enemies in the Promised Land, but this 

one sticks out because of the sheer power of God.    

Gideon was a man who the Lord was using to lead the children of Israel against the neighboring enemy 

of Midian. And like any war in the Old Testament, as in any war today, when two nations go to battle, 

you would want as many people as possible, right? That’s common sense. And that’s what Gideon did. 

He got 22k men! But, then the Lord reduced the men from 22k to 10k. Can you believe that?...half the 

army! But wait, then the Lord said “you still have too many.” So the Lord did it again. He whittled down 

the army…this time to just 300 men. And Gideon’s “army” went up against an enemy as the Bible 

describes it “who were thick like locusts” and whose “camels could no more be counted than the sand 

on the seashore.” An army of 300 seemed no match. And they fought only using clay pots and trumpets. 

Yet they won because the Lord’s power was with them.  

The Lord’s power was at work when those 300 men snuck into the camp. The Lord’s power was at work 

when they blew their trumpets and smashed the jars over their torches scaring the men who ran away. 

And although you aren’t headed into battle, the Lord’s power is at work for you this morning through 

the words of the Apostle Paul in his letter to the Corinthians church. He reminds you how the Lord’s 

Gospel is powerful. It was powerful for the recipients of Paul and it is powerful for you as well.  

(1) 

The power of God was something that Paul had wanted the Corinthian church to see and to realize was 

at work in their lives. You see, Paul had been with these people. 1. He had lived in their city for over a 

year. 2. It was the first time they heard the power of the gospel when he traveled there. 3. Then he left 

and heard a report.  

4. And so, that prompted Paul to write a letter to the church, 1 Corinthians. In it was a list of problems 

that the people were caught up in and which caused them to fail to see the connection between God’s 

power and their lives. (In other words – they were not seeing the full power of the gospel) 

And here at the beginning of the second letter to the people, there was another problem with how the 

Corinthian people were viewing the ministry of the gospel. The people were failing to see the full sheer 

power of God and the effect that had on their lives. Their hearts and minds had wandered not entirely 

off of God’s word, but to some degree which prompted Paul to write a letter, they were not focused on 

it.  

They were focusing on God and themselves. We aren’t told specifics, but we are told what Paul said to 

them. It wasn’t about them, but all about God in their preaching, teaching, and matters of being part of 

the church. The people were adding themselves into the process of what God had done. In other words, 



 

instead of focusing %101 on the power of God, they were only partially looking on what he had done 

and what they could get out of it. 

Paul reminded. Look at what he said in 2 Cor 4 verse 5, “For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ 

as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.” (The Power is in the Gospel, it is never in 

people). Paul wanted them to see what God’s people do with the message they have. They don’t look at 

themselves or their wants, but only to God. And even greater, they become a servant of God. Why you 

might ask?…because of the beautiful picture Paul paints of the power of God, the gospel, the good news 

of what God did.  

Look at the words Paul uses to explain it. He explains it by using what God did at the beginning of the 

world, “Let light shine out of darkness.” In the beginning, there was nothing in the world. It was dark. It 

was darker than a room without a speck of light in it. It was so deck you couldn’t see the hand in front of 

your face. And what did God do? He made light shine out of nowhere. He turned on the light, created 

the light, brought life to world. This in itself was evidence enough of God’s power, but then he takes it 

one step further… 

Listen to how he says it. “He made HIS LIGHT shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of 

the glory of God.” God was powerful at the beginning of time and he still remains powerful over sin in 

our hearts. Paul’s purpose in writing wasn’t to write a list of flaws, to scold or reprimand the Corinthians 

church, but to point them to the sheer power of the gospel so that they would know and continue in it 

in their lives. And if they wanted to keep doing ministry in Corinth, they needed to remember it was not 

right or good to look for power anywhere else but the gospel.  

You see, Paul was leading the people to see just that, the power of God and more specifically, what 

made the Gospel so powerful. And it’s the same words of Paul which lead us to see what makes the 

power of the Gospel so powerful and mighty for you and me this morning.  

It might catch us off guard some days, it might be the last thing we would ever think about, but the 

words of Paul apply just as much to us today as they did for the people reading the letter. Our hearts are 

dark. They are dark with sin. We might not realize it, we forget about it, we might know about for years, 

yet it hits us the same. The Lord wants you to know how it’s not ever about you because you and I are a 

powerless people with dark and full hearts of guilt and shame.   

It’s like this. The last couple summers about this time of the year, I used to go to work for my parents, 

grandpa and grandma, and my great aunt. I would do a lot of chores, helping them paint the shed, move 

rocks and mulch, maybe re-shingle their house, even just zoom down the highway to move a table, fix a 

computer, or put in the window air conditioner. Sure, my initial thought was usually always done out of 

love for my family. I wanted to help. However, by the time I was half-way through the chores or driving 

down the road to get where I needed to go, I was thinking about and wondering if they were going to 

pay me or I would “have” to do it out of the “goodness of my heart.” And it was in that moment, just like 

that, just that quickly, that I was more concerned about myself and not really concerned about the 

relationship I had with my family. How about you? Are you ever like me? Do you find yourself thinking 

more about yourself rather than the power of the gospel? 

And yet, it’s in that moment that the Lord causes us to realize our wrongs that he also causes us to know 

and trust that he is right there letting you see how he shows you the power of his light. In your heart a 



 

long time ago and still to this very day, he is creating a light. That light is faith, and that faith is 

knowledge and trust in Jesus and what he has done. And it’s Jesus who takes away your sin and so 

equips you with a power unlike any other. And it’s the power of the gospel for you this morning that 

gives peace. It’s a peace that doesn’t compare to this world. It’s not part of this world, but it is part of 

the eternal life after this temporal life fades into the distance. It’s new a new life. And right now that 

gospel is powerful for you especially as you see the power of his light in your life.  

(2) 

And it’s one thing to talk about power when God is in the picture, but, when we are in the picture, 

things don’t look as full of power, or do they? While we always want to remember the power is in the 

gospel, Paul also reminds us that the gospel is in us. There, his power is in us too. Paul illustrates it like 

this, “But we have this treasure in jars of clay.”  

And so Paul used a wonderful illustration to do just. And it’s a timeless picture to illustrate for us today 

as well which proves to us the Gospel is powerful for you even when his light is in you.   

Paul’s illustration was a jar of clay. And his point was this. We are jars of clay. We aren’t pretty. We are 

fragile. We are weak and left by ourselves, we break and shatter into a thousand pieces. Yet, it’s God 

who keeps us together, holding, guiding, and directing our lives. And it’s God who deposits a treasure in 

us. We don’t do anything, but God does everything. He does everything as Paul writes, “to show that 

this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.” 

But think about that illustration again. God wants you to see how the Gospel is powerful. It’s the power 

to remove sins and give eternal. However, God also wants you to see how that power is for you as you 

live. Although we are fragile and weak,  a vessel, a container, we are not invaluable or insignificant 

because we have the gospel.  What does this mean? Paul tells us exactly. He says no matter what, if you 

are hard pressed, perplexed, persecuted, struck down, you are not crushed, not in despair, not alone, 

and not destroyed. You stand sure and firm in the knowledge of and certainty about your eternal well-

being no matter what happens because you are carrying something wonderful.  

And it’s your life that bears witness to this fact. Jesus has done and secured it for you, Paul reminds you 

about it, and your life gives witness to the simple truth that, we always carry around in our body the 

death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. For we who are always given 

over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body.”  

Every time you realize death is that much closer, your life isn’t the same, your body isn’t getting better, 

you feel worse, are up later at night worrying, hurting, in pain and unrest, take to heart the words of 

Jesus. You are that much closer to seeing and experiencing a life away from this world.  

And maybe it’s a little ironic that a 25 year old person is realizing this for the first time. The last couple 

years of getting out working different jobs through college and the seminary, I will be honest, I haven’t 

always realized this. Maybe more recently than not, I have understood that after a long day, after doing 

yard work, after working out in the hot sun, after being awake for almost 20 plus hours in a day, the next 

morning I haven’t rebounded as fast as I used to. 



 

And maybe the same is for you. The guy or gal looking back at you in the mirror isn’t the same young 

energetic face you remember. The muscles and strength you used to have aren’t as strong as you 

remember. And the aches and pains seem to be creeping up and lasting a little longer than before.  

And yet, it’s in that moment that you come to grips with something wonderful. As Paul encouraged 

Christians to keep living a life for Jesus Christ so do his words certainly apply to us too, “Death is at work 

in us, but life is at work in you.”  

And with that revealed and promised to you, define yourself by the power of the gospel, your treasure, 

your life as a jar of clay. When Gideon was getting ready for battle and when he approached his enemies 

he knew, believed, and trusted in that power of God. The Lord’s plan for Gideon involved a jar of clay 

covering up the torches to sneak into a powerful and dangerous camp. When you get ready to face your 

enemies, when your temptations and desires come charging against you, know with full certainty that 

even though you are just a jar of clay, the Lord gives you a treasure and arms you with a power unlike 

any other.. With the words of Paul, God reminds and encourages you how the Gospel is powerful for 

you, especially when you see his light and even when throughout your own life as his light is always in 

you.   


