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“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”

WELCOME TO CHRIST 

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION

Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a family restroom with a changing station out the sanctuary doors to 

the left and around the corner.

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

CONTACT INFORMATION                                                     Sunday Service 9:00��

Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341     Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com     bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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                   SERVICE OF THE WORD
This liturgy, found on page 38 in the red hymnal, offers the congregation a form of worship 
that focuses on the proclamation of God’s Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with 
prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.

PASTOR’S WELCOME

OPENING HYMN                                L��� J���� C�����, B� P������ N�� | #230

Please Stand.

GATHERING

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you. 

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to 
love and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed 
him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let 
us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve 
to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse 
me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

ABSOLUTION 

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the per-
fect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has re-
moved your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

Gathering and 
confessing our 

sins to our Triune 
God tells us who 
is here and what 
he is here to do. 
The Lord God is 
not in this place 

to plague us with 
loveless laws and 

growing guilt.  He 
is here to fill us 

with forgiveness 
through the good 
news of Jesus. He 

is here to empow-
er us with the 

good news as we 
live in faith.  He is 

here to feed our 
starving souls 

with the food of 
his Word.

L

C

L

C

L

C
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PRAISE & PRAYER
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
O God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our 
prayers. Be gracious to us in our weakness and give us strength to 
keep your commandments in all we say and do; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

L

What other gift 
could possibly 

give you the 
love of God and 

an eternal 
home in heav-

en? What other 
gift could possi-

ble motivate 
you to follow 

and serve God 
every day? 

None! 
So, we lift up 
our voices in 
joyful praise 
(from Psalm 

34) for the free 
gift of for-

giveness that 
comes through 

Jesus. 

Pay attention 
to this prayer 
as it prepares 

us for the Scrip-
ture readings.  

Ask the Lord to 
use his Word 

on your hearts 
to amend the 

bad and en-
courage the 

good.

L
C
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FIRST READING 1 Kings 17:17-24
17 Some time later the son of the woman who owned the house became ill. He grew 
worse and worse, and finally stopped breathing. 18 She said to Elijah, “What do you 
have against me, man of God? Did you come to remind me of my sin and kill my 
son?” 19 “Give me your son,” Elijah replied. He took him from her arms, carried him 
to the upper room where he was staying, and laid him on his bed. 20 Then he cried 
out to the L���, “L��� my God, have you brought tragedy even on this widow I am 
staying with, by causing her son to die?” 21 Then he stretched himself out on the 
boy three times and cried out to the L���, “L��� my God, let this boy’s life return 
to him!” 22 The L��� heard Elijah’s cry, and the boy’s life returned to him, and he 
lived. 23 Elijah picked up the child and carried him down from the room into the 
house. He gave him to his mother and said, “Look, your son is alive!” 24 Then the 
woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God and that the word of 
the L��� from your mouth is the truth.”

PSALM OF THE DAY                                             Psalm 30 | pg. 76 (front of red hymnal)

Only one can turn wailing into dancing. May our voices always sing in joy to him, our triune God!

SECOND READING Galatians 1:11-24 
11 But I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not of human 
origin. 12 For I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it 
through a revelation from Jesus Christ. 13 Certainly you have heard of my former 
way of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God to an extraordi-
nary degree and tried to destroy it. 14 I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of 
my contemporaries among my own people, because I was extremely zealous for 
the traditions of my fathers. 15 However, God, who set me apart from my mother’s 
womb and called me by his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me, so that I 
would preach him among the Gentiles. At that time, I did not immediately consult 

THE WORD
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with flesh and blood, 17 and I did not go up to Jerusalem to those who were apos-
tles before me. Instead I went away into Arabia, and then I returned again to Da-
mascus. 18 Next, after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to meet Cephas and 
stayed with him fifteen days. 19 But I saw none of the other apostles, except 
James, the Lord’s brother. 20 (Now about the things I am writing to you—look, I 
assure you in the presence of God that I am not lying.) 21 Then I went to the regions 
of Syria and Cilicia. 22 I was still personally unknown to the churches of Judea that 
are in Christ. 23 They heard only: “The one who was once persecuting us is now 
preaching the faith that he once tried to destroy.” 24 And they were praising God 
for what happened to me.

VERSE OF THE DAY                                                                    2 Corinthians 5:19
Alleluia. God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, and entrusting to us 
the message of reconciliation. Alleluia. 

Please stand.

GOSPEL Luke 7:11-17
11 Soon afterward Jesus went on his way to a town called Nain, and his disciples 
and a large crowd were traveling with him. 12 As he was approaching the town 
gate, there was a dead man being carried out, the only son of his mother. She was 
a widow, and a considerable crowd from the town was with her. 13 When the Lord 
saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not cry.” 14 He went up to 
the open coffin, touched it, and the pallbearers stopped. He said, “Young man, I 
say to you, get up!” 15 The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave 
him to his mother. 16 Fear gripped all of them, and they glorified God, saying, “A 
great prophet has arisen among us” and “God has visited his people!” 17 This was 
reported about him in all of Judea and in all the surrounding countryside.

The Gospel of our Lord. 

Please be seated.

L
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HYMN OF THE DAY W��� �� ��� H��� �� U����� N��� |  #413

SERMON                                                                                                  1 Kings 17:17-24

Theme: “Old” Faith in Death

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the   
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was        
crucified, died,  and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life       
everlasting. Amen.

THANK OFFERING                                  1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and 
throughout the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to par-
ticipate in this offering which supports our ministry.

C



8

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
“Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.  Praise 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.”  So sang the psalmist 3000 
years ago, O Lord, and so we sing today as we stop for a moment to call to mind 
just a fraction of what you have done and what you continue to do for us.  You 
forgive our sins and crown our lives with love and compassion. 
For this we praise you, O Lord.

You heal our diseases, and renew us in body and soul.  You satisfy us with good 
things.
For this we praise you, O Lord.

You are not a hidden God, but one who dwells with us and makes yourself 
known to us so that we might know your love and mercy and truth and right-
eousness. 
For this we praise you, O Lord.

You are the God who places the lonely in families, supplies government to rule 
and protect us, and gathers us into fellowships through which you strengthen 
and keep us in the faith. 
For this we praise you, O Lord.

O Lord, we look at our lives and see how often our faith is lacking and our 
efforts to live it are lackadaisical.  Renew us by your Spirit so that in his strength 
we hold to your Word and by his power we are transformed to be like you in our 
daily lives. 
We know there will be times that you discipline us; we know that such times 
will not be pleasant.  Remind us in those circumstances that your love for us 
remains constant.  Let us see the harvest of righteousness and peace you prom-
ise to those who are trained by your chastising.

Lord Jesus, during your earthly ministry you opened the eyes of the blind that 
they might see the beauty of your creation.  More importantly, you opened the 
eyes of the spiritually blind that they might know your salvation. 
Be with our Synod’s Mission to the Visually Impaired.  We thank you for the 
service it has given to your people in the past.  Continue to bless it with the vol-
unteers and resources necessary to continue its work so that many more will 
be able to see the light of life through this ministry.

C
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We will leave this worship service once again today with the words of the bene-
diction as your closing message to us.  Once again we will hear your promise to 
put your name on us and bless us.  There are many who will not. 
Be with your children have been absent from worship.  If it is because of ill-
ness restore them to health.  If it is because of travel, keep them safe.  If it is 
because of guilt over sin, assure them that they are forgiven.  If it is because 
their love for you and your Word has grown cold, let them see their sin and re-
kindle in them the fire of faith.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

These and all our prayers we bring before you knowing you will hear us, for our 
Savior has taught us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

HYMN J�������� ��� G����� | #728

PRAYER
O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful peo-
ple. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temp-
tation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

L

L

C

L



10

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26
Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one    
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and   give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN A���� W��� M� | #588 vv.5-7                     

Announcements

Today, Sunday  (June 30)

Worship – 9:00 AM

Cookies ‘n Coffee Fellowship – 10:00 AM

Bible Class — 10:30 AM

Tuesday (July 2) - Mid-week service at 7:00pm

Sunday (July 7)

Worship – 9:00 AM

Cookies ‘n Coffee Fellowship – 10:00 AM

Bible Class - 10:30 AM

Help Needed: Do you love watching things grow? Are your thumbs green
(ish)? Do you take pride in the church grounds looking nice? If so the land-
scaping crew would love your help! If you are willing please talk to Pastor or 
Julie Pasch

L



“Old” faith in death                       6-30-19 

There is so many questions that surround death. It always has and will always be an ugly thing. But there are 
times when it is more accepted than others. Even unbelievers can view death as an alright thing under the 
right circumstances. If a life has been full, if one has come to grips with their time being up, if it is quick and 
painless, or even if it happens on the individual’s terms. A big thing that can be scary about death is if it takes 
place in a way where all control seems to be lost. Often, when one feels most helpless, it is then that 
something can be the scariest. 

But everything we have just talked about is based on feelings. For instance, one can feel completely helpless 
on a rollercoaster for example, but they can be completely safe because they are wearing the proper harness, 
the ride has passed safety inspections and though helpless, they are completely safe. Or one can feel 
completely safe and get very hurt. For example, the carpenter who has operated numerous kinds of saws for 
many many years, someone who does not fear the saw at all but sees them for the great tool they are has a 
mishap and gets cut very badly. If we base our questions surrounding death or even our view of death itself on 
feelings, we are in bad shape because feelings can be very misleading. 

That is why today, we are looking once more at an example of “old” faith, faith found in the old testament. As 
we look at this faith come face to face with death, I pray we hear the power of the one our faith is in and be 
strengthened in our faith to confront death face to face.  

17 Some time later the son of the woman who owned the house became ill. He grew worse and worse, and 
finally stopped breathing. 18 She said to Elijah, “What do you have against me, man of God? Did you come to 
remind me of my sin and kill my son?” 19 “Give me your son,” Elijah replied. He took him from her arms, 
carried him to the upper room where he was staying, and laid him on his bed. 20 Then he cried out to the LORD, 
“LORD my God, have you brought tragedy even on this widow I am staying with, by causing her son to 
die?” 21 Then he stretched himself out on the boy three times and cried out to the LORD, “LORD my God, let this 
boy’s life return to him!” 22 The LORD heard Elijah’s cry, and the boy’s life returned to him, and he lived. 23 Elijah 
picked up the child and carried him down from the room into the house. He gave him to his mother and said, 
“Look, your son is alive!” 24 Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God and that 
the word of the LORD from your mouth is the truth.” 

Previous to our lesson, Elijah had given some bad news to Ahab who had just become king of Israel. He told 
him that there would be a severe drought for the years to come. Knowing Ahab would not take kindly to this 
news God led Elijah out into the wilderness where he would drink from a brook and be fed by ravens. After a 
while, the drought was taking its toll and the brook dried up. From there God led him to a widow in the town 
of Zarephath. When Elijah got there, this widow was getting ready to make one last meal for herself and her 
son as they were out of food and she fully expected death by starvation to follow. 

What is interesting about that though, is that at that time, it seems as though this widow had come to grips 
with it. They had nothing left, death would be the natural progression and that is just the way it was going to 
be. But God allows Elijah to preform a miracle that provided both for the widow and her son but also for 
Elijah. Her jar of flour was never used up and her jug of oil never ran dry. It is under these circumstances that 
our lesson for this morning picks up. 

Knowing the context, look once more at the widow’s response to her son’s illness. Bitterness is there. Blame is 
there. One could make the argument that anger is there both towards Elijah but also towards God. Why? One 
might ask. Why when previous to this she was fully expecting death for herself but also for her son? Much 
could be said concerning the natural reaction to death but for now it would be fair to say before she was 
expecting death, she had come to grips with death and now that it seems like all is going to be okay, it 
becomes an unexpected thing once more. It is no longer seen as a natural thing but something that is coming 
as a punishment from God or an unexpected burden. It doesn’t feel right or fair any longer. 



For that reason, this is a good place to take a quick pause. Death is never natural. God did not create human 
beings to die. It is a direct result of sin entering this world. But because sin is a part of everyone and 
everything it has become something that every parent must explain to their child when a pet dies or relative 
dies, or when someone especially close to them dies. It is something we constantly try to avoid. It is something 
we don’t like to talk about. It is something that can cause life changing frustration, anger, distress, and 
sadness. It causes these things because it is the closest we can get on this earth to coming face to face with all 
of the horrible realities of the fact that we live in a fallen world. And without faith in our mighty conqueror of 
death, that is all it is. All we can possibly hope to do is to rationalize death away and place it into a category we 
label as “the natural order of things” or try to give it meaning, try to keep the person alive through some type 
of legacy. 

And while those things are not bad things and while even to a point, those things are important things, if they 
are just that, well then, at the end of the day we are left empty and without real answers or real hope. At the 
end of the day we are just left with how we feel about what we are doing to honor the dead or to soothe our 
aching hearts. But God wants us to have more than shaky, up and down feelings. God wants us to have 
confidence that is truth regardless of how we feel. That exact point is what we see as we continue on in our 
lesson.  

Elijah doesn’t skip a beat. His purpose in life was to be God’s mouthpiece, to proclaim the truth about who 
God is and what his will is. He walked closely with God throughout his life so, as he comes face to face with 
death, he views it much differently. He viewed it with immediate hope because of who his faith was in and 
because of what he knew God was powerful to accomplish.  

Immediately, he asks for the lifeless body of the widow’s son. He takes the dead child up to his room and he 
cries out to God asking that God would permit the life of the child to return to the boy. And God answers 
Elijah’s prayer doing so exactly as Elijah had asked. And the woman’s response? Not really what one would 
expect. It is certain that while Elijah stayed with this woman and her son he had talked to them about sin and 
grace. He had taught them about who God is and why faith is a powerful gift from God, how it holds onto God 
and his promises and her the woman gives credit where credit is due. It does not go to Elijah, it goes to the 
God and the truth of his Word. 

What an example the “old” faith lays out for us from both Elijah but also from this woman. It reminds us who 
our God is and why our faith has real power even in the darkest of days. It reminds us of this because it 
teaches us that our faith has nothing to do with our feelings, our strengths or our thoughts. But regardless it is 
strong and mighty because our faith is in our God who is strong and mighty. It is in the one to whom death 
must answer and to whom death must bow down to. For although, at the time of Elijah, God’s promise was 
just that still, a promise. It was a promise from the one who is truth so that promise was as good as complete, 
death was conquered before the words “It is finished” and “He is risen indeed” ever echoed across this earth.  

We have seen that reality in the word of God. For our faith, while it does mirror that of Elijah and that of this 
widow, is made even more certain because those promises have been fulfilled. And that changes death 
because it is our God who has chained death. It makes us able to view death the same as Elijah. It allows us to 
rest completely on the truth of the words of our Lord like the widow. It allows us to go forward each and every 
day echoing the words of Revelation 14 “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.” Faith changes the 
landscape of death because our faith is in the one who crushed death. May this example of old faith even in 
death be new to us every day, be ours every day because it is what allows us to know a certain joy as it looks 
away from our weakness and draws from our God’s strength. Amen. 


