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“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”

WELCOME TO CHRIST 

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION

Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a family restroom with a changing station out the sanctuary doors to 

the left and around the corner.

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

CONTACT INFORMATION                                                     Sunday Service 9:00��

Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341     Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com     bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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PASTOR’S WELCOME

OPENING HYMN                                                      H�� F��� A F��������� | #416

Please Stand.

GATHERING

In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy   
Spirit. 

(sings) Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and con-
fess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful 
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and ac-
tions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Je-
sus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.    

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie Eleison

COMMON SERVICE
This liturgy, found on page 15 in the red hymnal, is a version of the      

historic liturgy of the Christian church.

L

L

C

C

These opening 
words remind us 

of our baptism 
and tell us who is 

here with us.

This expression, 
“Lord, have mer-
cy,” is one of the 
oldest responses 

of the worship-
ing Church.

We need repent-
ance and for-

giveness on an 
ongoing basis. In 

his unending 
mercy, God pro-

vides.
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ABSOLUTION  
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

(sings) Amen.

 In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD Gloria in Excelsis

L

C

L

Versions of this 
song have been 
used in worship 

since the 4th cen-
tury.  In response 

to God’s grace 
expressed 

through the ab-
solution, the 

church sings out 
as the angels 

sang on Christ-
mas night: “Glory 

be to God on 
high!” 

Luke 2:13-14
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

(sings) And also with you.

 Let us pray.

O God, you rule over all things in wisdom and kindness. Take 
away everything that may be harmful and give us whatever 
is good; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

(sings) Amen

Please be seated.

T H E  W O R D  
FIRST READING 1 Kings 8:22-23,41-43 
22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the L��� in front of the 
whole assembly of Israel, spread out his hand toward heaven 23 and 
said: “L���, the God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven 
above or on earth below—you who keep your covenant of love 
with your servants who continue wholeheartedly in your way. 41 “As for the for-
eigner who does not belong to your people Israel but has come from a distant land 
because of your name— 42 for they will hear of your great name and your mighty 

The Prayer of the 
Day asks the Lord 
for spiritual bless-
ings, based on the 
assigned Scripture 

readings. .  The 
Prayer of the Day is 

often ancient, da-
ting back to the 5th 

century.  It’s not 
surprising that the 

Church keeps using 
these prayers.  The 

greatest needs of 
mankind never 

change.

L

C

L

C

C
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hand and your outstretched arm—when they come and pray toward this tem-
ple, 43 then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. Do whatever the foreigner asks 
of you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do 
your own people Israel, and may know that this house I have built bears 
your Name. 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 100 | pg.104
We are reminded of  and encouraged in our rel iance on the Holy Spir it

SECOND READING Galatians 1:1-10 
Paul, an apostle—not from men, nor through a man, but through Jesus Christ and 
God the Father, who raised him from the dead— 2 and all of the brothers who are 
with me, To the churches of Galatia: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 He gave himself for our sins to rescue us from this pre-
sent evil age, according to the will of our God and Father— 5 to whom be the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 6 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting the one 
who called you in the grace of Christ, for a different gospel, 7 which is really not an-
other gospel at all. There are, however, some who are trying to disturb you by per-
verting the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven would preach 
any gospel other than the one we preached to you—a curse on him! 9 As we have 
said before, so I now say again: If anyone preaches to you any gospel other than the 
one you received—a curse on him! 10 Am I now seeking the favor of people or of 
God? Or am I striving to please people? If I were still trying to gain the approval of 
people, I would not be a servant of Christ.

”VERSE OF THE DAY                                                                               Psalm 119:105

Alleluia. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. Alleluia. 

Please stand.

Our Savior meets us in the Gospel according to Luke 7.L

We stand in    
honor of the   

Gospel because it 
presents the 

words and works 
of   Jesus, the 

Word  Incarnate.
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GOSPEL Luke 7:1-10
After Jesus had finished saying all these things to the people who were listening, he 
went into Capernaum. 2 A centurion’s servant, who was valuable to him, was sick 
and about to die. 3 When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent some elders of 
the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4 When they came to Je-
sus, they begged him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy of having you do this for him, 
5 because he loves our nation, and he built our synagogue for us.” 6 Jesus went with 
them. When he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to tell Jesus, 
“Lord, do not trouble yourself, because I do not deserve to have you come under 
my roof. 7 That is why I did not consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the 
word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For I am also a man placed under authority, 
having soldiers under me. I say to this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes; and to another one, 
‘Come!’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 9 When Jesus 
heard these things, he was amazed at him. He turned to the crowd that was follow-
ing him and said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Isra-
el.” 10 And when the men who had been sent returned to the house, they found the 
servant well.

The Gospel of our Lord. 

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered un-
der Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,  and was buried. He de-
scended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.

C A creed is a 
statement of 
faith.  Creed 

comes from the 
Latin “credo,” 

which means “I 
believe.”  The 

faith God gave 
us publicly and 

regularly con-
fesses the tri-

une God as Lord 
and Savior. 

L
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY W� N�� I������ G�� ��� H��� G���� | #190

SERMON 1 Kings 8:22-23, 41-43

Theme: “Old” Faith in God’s Power
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CREATE IN ME Psalm 51

Please be seated.

THANK OFFERING                                                   1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8            
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout 
the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering 
which supports our ministry.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank you for the many good things you have 
given us.  We have family and friends to support us, homes to shelter us, 
clothes to warm us, food to nourish us, and everything else we need.  Most im-
portantly, we have the ability to enjoy these things because you have declared 
us to be your children through your Son, our Savior Jesus, and have forgiven 
all of our sins.  Even if everything else were gone, we would still have you and 
you would still have us. 

Looking back to 
what was read 

and preached in 
the Word and 

looking forward 
to blessings of 

Jesus’ body and 
blood, this sung 
prayer puts our 

focus where it 
needs to be: on 

the renewing 
grace of God. 

L
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Help us to keep that perspective.  We all too easily focus on the challenges 
and difficulties we face, or the things the world says we are missing in our 
lives and take our eyes off of you.  Forgive us daily, restore us daily, that we 
may live in you and enjoy the life that is truly life.

O Holy Spirit, when we are young the world tempts us with its “wisdom,” and 
when we are old it does the same.  Its ideas often sound so “right,” so 
“reasonable,” because they are exactly what our sinful nature wants to hear.  It 
is sometimes difficult to say “no” to that which disagrees with your Word and 
promises because we don’t want to be different from everyone else and be-
cause the world declares so forcefully that it is right. 
Give us the insight to understand and the faith to believe that only that which 
comes from You is true, and is to be trusted and lived.  Keep us firmly an-
chored in the Word.  And don’t let it stop there.  It’s too easy for us to be con-
tent with having the truth for ourselves.  There are too many people in the 
world who don’t know that what they think is right will result in their eternal 
death.  Give us boldness to proclaim the truth so that others will know it.

Lord Jesus, the summer months are beginning and there will be many activities 
and plans that will have the potential to distract us from your Word.  Enable us 
to keep our priorities straight and encourage others to do the same.  
Be with us and our loved ones as we travel, keeping us safe.  Let the relaxa-
tion and refreshment we enjoy be a reminder and foretaste of that which 
awaits us in heaven.

We thank you for the progress thus far in establishing a seminary in Hanoi.  Let 
this project continue to move forward that many may be prepared to shepherd 
your sheep in Viet Nam and to reach out to the lost. 
Be with also our other missions in Southeast Asia, especially those in China, so 
that your word might continue to go out to those who need to hear it.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

These and all our prayers we bring before you knowing you will hear us, for our 
Savior has taught us to pray: 

C

L

L

C

L

C

L

L

C
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LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN I K��� M� F���� �� F������ | #403

PRAYER
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we 
so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and 
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting 
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
(sings) Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and   give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN:       H�’� G�� ��� W���� W���� I� H�� H���� |  #111 (LAPPY)



C

L

L
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Announcements

Today, Sunday  (June 23)

Worship – 9:00 AM

Cookies ‘n Coffee Fellowship – 10:00 AM

Bible Class — 10:30 AM

Tuesday (June 25) - Mid-week service at 7:00pm

Sunday (June 30)

Worship – 9:00 AM

Cookies ‘n Coffee Fellowship – 10:00 AM

Bible Class - 10:30 AM

Twins Game - The fellowship commi�ee has put together a church ou�ng for 
the Twins Game on July 19th. Along with that, it has been arranged for us to 
sing “Take me out to the ballgame” and to have our church’s name on the big-
screen. There is a sign up sheet by the entrance to the fellowship hall if you 
would like to join in with the fun. Ticket price is $21



“Old” Faith in God’s Power                                  6-23-19 

Often times, “old” can be associated with weakness of some sort. “I’m just not as young as I used to be” one 
confesses upon needing help to accomplish a task. “I am too old for that” another says when confronted with 
a laborious job. When we are young we can often act and live as though we are never going to get old. Youth 
is seen as an envious or a desired thing symbolizing energy and health. “Old”, well often old is not desired, 
wanted or even seen as a benefit.  

I think that description of old often leads us to a similar line of thinking when looking at the Bible. We have the 
Old and New Testaments. The Old is often seen as archaic, less relevant, boring, or difficult. It can be easy for 
us to be drawn to the New Testament as more user friendly, relevant or the place we should be looking for 
answers to our current problems. However, time teaches us all that age is not so bad. We gain experience, 
wisdom, and memories. In addition to that, we learn there is nothing new under the sun and so we also see 
the importance of learning from the past to help with the future. By God’s grace, that is what we pray the Holy 
Spirit will do according to his own promise as we go back to the Old Testament and examples of faith found 
there to grow in our own. So, this morning, as we look at some “old” faith may we grow in seeing the power of 
God and how it still works for you and me today. 

22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in front of the whole assembly of Israel, spread out his 
hand toward heaven 23 and said: “LORD, the God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth 
below—you who keep your covenant of love with your servants who continue wholeheartedly in your way. 
41 “As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel but has come from a distant land because of 
your name— 42 for they will hear of your great name and your mighty hand and your outstretched arm—when 
they come and pray toward this temple, 43 then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. Do whatever the 
foreigner asks of you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your own 
people Israel, and may know that this house I have built bears your Name.  

Put yourself there, if you can. The house of God has been a glorified tent for some time. Set things up, take it 
down. Through wandering in the desert to entering the promised land to extending the boundaries under the 
reign of King David. Now there was peace. And it has come time to focus on building a house both for God as 
well as for his proclamation. It is said that it is going to be so great that it will draw foreigners to see it and 
come to hear and know about God as well. Design has been done under the reign of David but now it is time 
to build. A place has been set aside on the highest point in the city of Jerusalem, atop the same mountain 
where Abraham was instructed by God to sacrifice his only son Isaac. Building began seven years ago. You 
would go often to check out the progress, but it has been a long time coming. The structure went up along 
with the walls. The metal workers came in to overlay the inside of the temple with gold. Now here it stands in 
all of its glory. A permanent temple for worship to God.  

You have watched it the entire time. Human hands have built this temple. But now here is King Solomon giving 
a prayer to God at the dedication. It is a prayer that does not give any glory to people, despite this magnificent 
structure they have just built, but it gives all glory to God. It recognizes the purpose of this structure is not to 
bring glory to a group of people for what they have accomplished but to put forth God’s name and to lift up 
his glory. 

And let’s pause right there. Is there a takeaway from this “old” faith for us? Remember this is coming from a 
man who is described as having “a breadth of understanding as measureless as the sand on the seashore.” Yet 
the praise and glory does not go to him, but to God. Some of you have many years in your rearview mirror, 
some, God-willing have many ahead of you, and even some have a mixture of both. How do you approach 
them? Do you look back on the strength of body and mind you once had thinking, wow was I good!? Do you 
look forward to days to come thinking of the talent, skill, and determination you possess thinking of all the 
things you will accomplish and the name you are going to make for yourself? Are you overrun with business, in 



the time of your life when you have a strong mind and the body to accomplish tasks and so you stay so busy in 
what are doing that you are forgetting to see by whose strength you are really doing it? Or maybe even the 
ministry here at Christ? Can we be tempted to think about the hours we put in individually, the responsibilities 
you have as an individual? The sinful part of us can think all sorts of things, that person is paid so of course 
they are going to be here, I am not and I show up and work harder. Or the one who is paid for their work in 
the church, I put my self last and the church first every single week, I deserve the appreciation I get and the 
chance to skip out on things here and there even though I really should be there. To sum it up, this “old” 
prayer from the lips of Solomon has an awful lot to teach us doesn’t it? It has a lot to teach us because at it’s 
roots it is turning the spotlight from the faith and onto the one who has worked the faith. It recognizes that 
faith and the actions that stem from it are only as great as the one who has worked it. It stands in awe, even in 
the face of the greatest earthly acts we will ever accomplish at the grandeur and bliss of the undeserved love 
shown to us sinners in Christ. 

But that is not all this old faith has to teach us concerning it’s focus on the power of God. Solomon’s prayer 
goes on and we pick back up with it on verse 41. There, we see the focus, even back then on reaching those 
who are not there at the dedication, those who were not a part of the whole assembly of Israel. Here there is 
a very direct call to action. Here, there is the plea to God that he would hear them and do for them. But also, 
here is the recognition of hard work. This temple took seven years. Much of Solomon’s time would have been 
consumed by this. There most certainly, would have been constant problems and questions that needed 
attention and answers. Yes, God gave Solomon the wisdom to build it but he also didn’t just sit back on his 
heels and wait for it to pop out of the ground. He built it. But look at the why. It was built so that God’s name 
might be proclaimed and honored. It was built so that others may come to know of the same mercy and grace 
God had shown to his people. It was built so that the greatness of God’s name might be honored and so that 
God’s people could both show their sorrow over their sin but also so that they could rejoice in the forgiveness 
that was theirs. 

Here too, this so-called old faith has something to say to you and me. It is an encouragement to trust in the 
power of God. Solomon, though wise, had no way of seeing the future. He could handle things to the best of 
his God-given wisdom as he was able but he still knew all future events were in the hands of God alone. So, in 
faith, he leaves them there. That is a huge lesson to learn from this old faith before us. It is a huge lesson in 
the power of God. So, hold God accountable to his promises. That is what God wants for you and me. He 
wants us to seek first his kingdom and his righteousness. He wants us to work as in the daytime. He wants us 
to go into all the world and proclaim his grace and peace to all creation.  

In Solomon’s case, God told them specifically how. In our scenario he does not. He leaves that up to our 
decision and planning. So, as long as God gives us breath, may we seek out opportunities to do that very thing 
to the best of our ability. As we do so, may we learn from this old faith we see here in 1 Kings and trust in the 
mighty power of God. Trust he will bless what he has commanded and trust that, continuing whole-heartedly 
in his way, he will see from heaven as we bear his powerful name. Amen. 

 


