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“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”

WELCOME TO CHRIST 

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION

Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a family restroom with a changing station out the sanctuary doors to 

the left and around the corner.

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

CONTACT INFORMATION                                                     Sunday Service 9:00��

Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341     Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com     bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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PASTOR’S WELCOME

OPENING HYMN                        G������� �� M������ | #496

Please Stand.

GATHERING

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

(spoken) Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

Fellow loved ones of Christ: let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 

that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I 

have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I de-

serve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have   

mercy on me, a sinner. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie Eleison

DIVINE SERVICE I     
This liturgy, found on page 15 in the blue supplement, is a version of the historic    

liturgy of the Christian church.

L

C

L

C

Our Triune God 
gathers with us 

to bless us 
through his 

Word and      
Sacrament.

When we gather 
in worship, we 

begin by ac-
knowledging 

that we are sin-
ners who need 

God’s               
forgiveness.

This heartfelt cry of 
a believer to his Sav-

ior, is not a cry for 
forgiveness, but for 
mercy that our Lord 

hear and help us in 
our need.  Christians 

have been praying 
the Kyrie for 1700 

years. May our cry 
for mercy  never 

change.  
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ABSOLUTION  
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 
only son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy 
Spirit.

(spoken) Amen.

 In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD Gloria in Excelsis

L

C

L

God answers the 
pleas of repent-

ant believers 
with the for-

giveness that 
only comes 

through Jesus 
Christ.

The “Gloria” has 
been used in 

worship since 
the 4th century.  
Jesus said that 

the angels in 
heaven rejoice 

over one sinner 
who repents.  

The church sings 
out as the an-

gels sang on 
Christmas night: 
“Glory to God in 

the highest!” 
Luke 2:13-14
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

 And also with you.

 Let us pray.

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make 
us love what you command and desire what you promise, that among the 
many changes of this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys 
of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

Please be seated.

L

L

C

C



7

T H E  W O R D  

FIRST READING    Acts 13:44-52
44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of God. 
45 But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with envy and began to con-
tradict what Paul was saying by slandering him. 46 Then Paul and Barnabas respond-
ed fearlessly, “It was necessary that God’s word be spoken to you first. But since 
you reject it and consider yourselves unworthy of eternal life, look: We are now 
turning to the Gentiles! 47 For this is what the Lord has instructed us: I have made 
you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the end of the earth.”  
48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were rejoicing and praising the word of the 
Lord. All who had been appointed for eternal life believed. 49 And the word of the 
Lord was being carried through the whole region. 50 But the Jews incited the God-
fearing women of high standing and the leading men of the city. They stirred up 
persecution against Paul and Barnabas and expelled them from their district. 51 So 
they shook the dust off their feet against them and went to Iconi-
um. 52 The disciples continued to be filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 145 | pg. 119
Trusting God recogniz es the role  His  Word plays to l ive His love.

SECOND READING           1 Corinthians 13:1-13
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels but do not have love, I have become 
a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and know all the 
mysteries and have all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to move mountains, 
but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away everything I own, and if I give up 
my body that I may be burned but do not have love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient. 
Love is kind. Love does not envy. It does not brag. It is not arrogant. 5 It does not 
behave indecently. It is not selfish. It is not irritable. It does not keep a record of 
wrongs. 6 It does not rejoice over unrighteousness but rejoices with the truth. 7 It 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never 
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comes to an end. But if there are prophetic gifts, they will be done away with; if 
tongues, they will cease; if knowledge, it will be done away with. 9 For we know only 
in part, and we prophesy only in part, 10 but when that which is complete has come, 
that which is partial will be done away with. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, 
I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put away child-
ish things. 12 Now we see indirectly using a mirror, but then we will see face to face. 
Now I know in part, but then I will know fully, just as I was fully known. 13 So now 
these three remain: faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.

VERSE OF THE DAY John 14:6

Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I am the way, the truth, 

and the life, says the Lord. Alleluia. 

Please stand.

The Gospel according to  John 13

GOSPEL John 13:31-35
31 After Judas left, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in 
him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify the Son in himself and will glorify 
him at once.” 33 “Dear children, I am going to be with you only a little longer. You will 
look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you can-
not come. 34 “A new commandment I give you: Love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, so also you are to love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The Gospel of our Lord.

We stand in honor 

of the  Gospel     

because it presents 

the words and 

works of Jesus, the 

Word  Incarnate.

L

L
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heav-
en and   earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eter-
nally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with 
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for 
our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accord-
ance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Chris-
tian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

Please be seated.                                                                                                                             

Hymn of the Day       “T���’�� K��� W� A�� C��������� �� O�� L���” |#298(Let All the People Praise You)

SERMON 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Theme: Love Remains

C

A creed is a 

statement of 

faith.  Creed 

comes from the 

Latin “credo,” 

which means “I 

believe.”  The 

faith God gave 

us willingly,  

publicly, and 

regularly        

confesses the 

triune God as 

Lord and Savior.
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CREATE IN ME Psalm 51

Please be seated.

THANK OFFERING                                                   1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8            
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout the 
world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 
supports our ministry.

(Please stand as the offering is brought forward)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord Jesus, we are filled with joy as we consider who you are and what you have 
done for us.  You have given us real life, eternal life, because you are life itself 
and have united us with you through faith.  You have given us words and 
knowledge and wisdom on which we can always rely because they are your 
truth, and you will never change.  You have rescued us from aimless and wasted 

Looking back to 

what was read 

and preached in 

the Word and 

looking forward 

to blessings of 

Jesus’ body and 

blood, this sung 

prayer puts our 

focus where it 

needs to be: on 

the renewing 

grace of God. 

L
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wandering and revealed yourself as the way to the Father.  
Keep us in your life and light and truth, the life, light, and truth that we find in 
your birth, in your ministry, in your cross, and in your resurrection and ascen-
sion.  Help us to always remember all aspects of your life and work so that in 
every circumstance of our lives we will find reason to sing your praises.

We praise you, O Savior, that you have called us to be your own, that you have 
opened our eyes to see and our hearts to believe that you are the promised 
Messiah.  Not only have called us to faith, you have also called us to service.  
You have not rejected us because of our faults and failings but blessed us with 
your Spirit that we might proclaim your glory to our neighborhoods and to the 
nations.
Cause us to delight in the work you give us to do so that others, through us, 
will be led to marvel at your mercy and join with us in worshiping you.

Lord of Love, you prophesied that the love of many would grow cold as we 
lived in the end times.  We see that prophecy fulfilled in many ways in the 
world today: parents who do not treasure their children and children who do 
not treasure their parents; those who seek to destroy those with whom they 
disagree rather than seeing them as valued individuals. 
Do not us be seduced or ensnared by their attitudes.  Keep alive in us your 
love that we may be your salt and light in the world.  Enable us to proclaim 
you so that they may be transformed by your love.  Rebuild and restore those 
who have suffered the world’s lack of love.

Heavenly Father, we pray for those in our country who are being affected by 
flooding and extreme weather.  We also pray for those in other places we do 
not know whose lives have been devastated by other natural or man-made dis-
asters. 
Be with them in their distress.  Supply their needs.  Most importantly use their 
circumstances to cause them to turn to you and to seek the salvation that is in 
your Son.

Hear us, Lord, as we now bring you our private petitions.

May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable 
as we pray that which you have taught us:  

C

C

C

L

L

L

L

C
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LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

T H E  S A C R A M E N T  
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is good and right so to do.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you  

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, 

the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world 

and by his resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on 

earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 

song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus

L

L

L

L

C

C

C
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                      1Corinthians 11:23-25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,  
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which 
is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

(spoken) AMEN

LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei

Recorded for us in 
Isaiah 6:4, angels 
sing, “Holy, holy, 

holy is the Lord 
Almighty,” in the 

presence of the 
Triune God. The 

Church sings the 
same song in 

preparation for 
His Supper,    

faithfully          
confessing the 

Lord’s true     
presence in the 

Sacrament.

Pastor 
speaks these 
words as the 

Lord Jesus 
did for his 

holy supper. 
This is the 

Lord’s       
miraculous 

meal for our    
spiritual 

nourishment

L

C
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Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

God tells us in the Bible that his Supper is for sinners who are accurately instructed in his word, who 
examine themselves by living in repentance, and who recognize the miraculous real presence of Jesus’ 
body and blood. It is our joy and honor to use God’s Hoy Word.  Therefore, we invite only current mem-
bers of Christ, (and those from sister WELS and ELS congregations) come forward to receive the Sacra-
ment at the direction of the ushers. If you have  questions, please speak with Pastor before taking part 
in the sacrament. He welcomes the chance to study what God says with you. And thanks so much for 
honoring God’s Word in this manner.

 One option for preparation is available in the red hymnal on page 156.

During the distribution the congregation is invited to sing the following hymn:

COMMUNION HYMN(S) #141, 492

When the distribution is completed, Pastor invites the congregation to stand and sing:

John the 
Baptist saw 

Jesus and 
said, “Look 

the Lamb of 
God who 

takes away 
the sin of 

the world.”

John 1:29
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Song of Simeon                                                                       Nunc Dimittis

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

 And his mercy endures forever.

 O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you 
sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him 
you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray 
that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your 
Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

(spoken) AMEN.C

The Nunc Dimittis 
(“Now dismiss”) 
is also known as 

the “Song of Sim-
eon.” Through 

God’s Word and 
Sacrament, we 

have seen Jesus 
Christ, and like 

Simeon, we find 
divine peace and 
comfort through 

faith in the Savior.

L

L

C
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

(spoken) AMEN.

CLOSING HYMN:                                L��� �� C����� �� S����� ��� L�����  | #490

Today (May 19)
Bible Study - 8:15 AM
Worship with Holy Communion– 9:00 AM
Cookies ‘n Coffee Fellowship – 10:00 AM
Sunday School & Confirmation Class – 10:30 AM
Wednesday – Bible Study - 10:00 AM & 6:30 PM
Preschool Closing Service – 6:00 PM
Sunday  (May 26)
Worship – 9:00 AM
Cookies ‘n Coffee Fellowship – 10:00 AM

The April Forward Magazine is on the table in the entryway.

L

C



Theme: Love Remains                       5-19-2019 

It is claimed that about 50% of all songs ever written are about love. While I am not sure how that percentage 
is found it also doesn’t surprise me. Love is an extremely popular topic. It is easily relatable across many ages 
and social classes. Everyone wants to know love and feel love. People want to understand love and have a 
strong presence of love in their lives. And while one could make the argument that love is nothing more than a 
basic human emotion and desire, it is also clear that this is how God made us and there is a hole in our lives 
because of that if love is not there. 

Today, love is what we are looking at. But we are looking at it in a deeper way than just a human emotion, a 
need or a want. We are looking at it as a fruit of faith, a gift of the Holy Spirit and command from God to point 
others to God. We are looking at the special role love plays in our lives of faith specifically when it comes to 
seeing the connection we still have to our resurrected Christ through it. So let us turn back to our lesson this 
morning and not only learn more about what love is but why it is such an important God-given gift to show to 
each other as well as this fallen world. 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and know all the mysteries and have all knowledge, and if I have all 
faith, so as to move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away everything I own, and if I 
give up my body that I may be burned but do not have love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient. Love is kind. Love 
does not envy. It does not brag. It is not arrogant. 5 It does not behave indecently. It is not selfish. It is not 
irritable. It does not keep a record of wrongs. 6 It does not rejoice over unrighteousness but rejoices with the 
truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never comes to an end. 
But if there are prophetic gifts, they will be done away with; if tongues, they will cease; if knowledge, it will be 
done away with. 9 For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part, 10 but when that which is complete 
has come, that which is partial will be done away with. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like 
a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put away childish things. 12 Now we see indirectly using 
a mirror, but then we will see face to face. Now I know in part, but then I will know fully, just as I was fully 
known. 13 So now these three remain: faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love. 

If you have been to a wedding recently or have one coming up, there is a better than average chance you will 
hear part or all of this lesson. And while the command of love is most certainly meant for husbands and wives, 
they are not the subject of these verses. The topic of conversation in the chapters immediately preceding this 
section is worship, spiritual gifts, the body of Christ. And that is on whom this section continues its focus, 
brothers and sisters in the body of Christ. This is the Lord telling us how to treat each other, how to love each 
other. 

That is a remarkable fact when you think about it. The easiest person in this world to love is a spouse and that 
can be extremely difficult at times but in addition to that, who of us can look at this list and say with a bit of 
confidence, whatsoever, that we have practiced the love described here day after day on our spouses? We 
simply cannot. And Paul is not even talking about practicing this love on spouses, he is talking about you and 
me here practicing it on each other.  

The other remarkable fact is that Paul is not even describing love in its greatest works like sacrifices, 
martyrdoms, or triumphs. Instead, he is going in the ordinary circumstances of life as we meet them day by 
day and showing us the picture of Christ’s love as it must be in our daily lives. 

Do any of you feel overwhelmed, ashamed, cut to the heart? If you don’t, take a few moments to look around 
you. Look past your row, past the family at your side, look across the aisle, to the pews in front and behind and 
then hear again some of these descriptions. Patient or longsuffering, does not envy or brag, is not arrogant, 
not selfish, not irritable, does not keep a record of wrongs, bears all things, endures all things, never comes to 
an end. That is, only in part, the love you are to have for one another. It is the love, as we heard in our Gospel 



lesson, we are commanded to have for one another. Sadly, it is the love we fail to give one another. Sadder 
yet, in failing to show that love to one another it reflects poorly on our congregation and faith But saddest of 
all, it reflects upon our Savior and our regard for his commandments. 

Yet, here in front of us is an explanation of real love and love commanded to show to each other from our 
Savior Jesus. Bu it is not given as some sort of unattainable mockery to show just how unloving we can be 
towards each other, it is given from a Savior who showed this exact love to you, to me. It is given from a Savior 
who is patient with you, keeps no record of your wrongs,  because he has already bore all things, specifically 
your sin and mine. He endures and is eternal. It is given from a Savior who continues to gift his church with his 
love that we might be beacons in this world to what real love looks like. In fact, it is given from a God who is 
described in 1 John 4 as the very definition of love. It is who he is and it is what he does. 

And this gift, this very gift that makes up who and what God is given out to you and me. It is a gift grander 
than the tongues of angels. It is a gift, without which, makes prophecy worthless, knowledge and even faith 
worthless. It is because it is a gift that is lasting. It will never cease because God is eternal. Things on this earth 
will come to an end. Things needed on this earth to spread the gospel will no longer be needed in heaven. 
They will come to an end here, but at the end and for eternity there will still be love because God is love. And 
this is the gift God gives to you and me. This is why this gift is so important and useful. And this is why it is so 
important to show love to this fallen world because in doing so they will be shown God! 

But how cliché, right? Unlikely isn’t it? The battle cry of so many organizations and movements is no different. 
Shower them in kindness, show love to the world. World peace is desired and to have peace doesn’t one have 
to have love? Even among people who live their lives in direct opposition to God’s commands and word, the 
word love is not far from their lips. So how? How can love do this when multitudes talk about love and show 
love but live in direct opposition to God who is supposed to be love? 

How? Because the gift of knowing this love is the greatest God-given gift there is. How? Because knowing the 
source of this love means staring the most special, unique and deeply meaningful love right in the face in the 
person of Jesus Christ. To know him is to know love and that means the love you will be showing may fall 
under the same common word others use but that is only because English fails to have a word that can 
express it better. It is so very different because it isn’t easy. If it was easy, it would look like that which the rest 
of the world shows. It would lose its temper, it would not be patient, it would be centered on self, it would 
only be kind to get what it wants, it would be manipulative, and on and on. But not Christ’s love, to show his 
love is to show the face of God, the rugged cross, the empty tomb, the lamb on his throne.  

It is a tall task, but it is one God promises to help us with. He promises to continue to transform us by his Word 
and Sacraments. He promises to continue to strengthen our Christ like love as we grow in our faith. He 
continues to show us his love more and more until we experience our God face to face, where even then, in 
heaven, his love will continue to be more, never losing its shine but always amazing us in new and wonderful 
ways each and every day of eternity. David, made reference to that fact when he spoke of heaven in Psalm 16 
telling of eternal pleasures at God’s right hand. You know Christ’s love. God be praised! May we continue our 
praise through living that love, knowing it more and more for all eternity. Amen. 


