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“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”

WELCOME TO CHRIST 

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION

Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a family restroom with a changing station out the sanctuary doors to 

the left and around the corner.

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

CONTACT INFORMATION                                                     Sunday Service 9:00��

Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341     Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com     bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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PASTOR’S WELCOME

OPENING HYMN                                          S����, O S�����; I A� L�������� | #283

Please Stand.

GATHERING

In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy   
Spirit. 

(sings) Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and con-
fess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful 
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and ac-
tions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Je-
sus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.    

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie Eleison

COMMON SERVICE
This liturgy, found on page 15 in the red hymnal, is a version of the      

historic liturgy of the Christian church.

L

L

C

C

These opening 
words remind us 

of our baptism 
and tell us who is 

here with us.

This expression, 
“Lord, have mer-
cy,” is one of the 
oldest responses 

of the worship-
ing Church.

We need repent-
ance and for-

giveness on an 
ongoing basis. In 

his unending 
mercy, God pro-

vides.
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ABSOLUTION  
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

(sings) Amen.

 In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD Gloria in Excelsis

L

C

L

Versions of this 
song have been 
used in worship 

since the 4th cen-
tury.  In response 

to God’s grace 
expressed 

through the ab-
solution, the 

church sings out 
as the angels 

sang on Christ-
mas night: “Glory 

be to God on 
high!” 

Luke 2:13-14
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

(sings) And also with you.

 Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid 

down your life for the sheep.  Lead us now to the still wa-

ters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Fa-

ther’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with him 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

(sings) Amen

Please be seated.

T H E  W O R D  
FIRST READING Acts 13:15,16a, 26-33 
15 After the reading of the Law and the Prophets, the leaders of the 
synagogue sent a message to them, saying, Gentlemen, brothers, if you have a 
word of encouragement for the people, say it.” 16 Then Paul stood up, motioned 

The Prayer of the 
Day asks the Lord 
for spiritual bless-
ings, based on the 
assigned Scripture 

readings. .  The 
Prayer of the Day is 

often ancient, da-
ting back to the 5th 

century.  It’s not 
surprising that the 

Church keeps using 
these prayers.  The 

greatest needs of 
mankind never 

change.

L

C

L

C

C
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with his hand, and said, 26 “Gentlemen, brothers, sons of Abraham’s family, and 
those among you who fear God, this message of salvation has been sent to you. 
27 The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize him, and by condemn-
ing him they fulfilled the statements of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. 
28 Though they found no grounds for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have 
him executed. 29 When they carried out everything that was written about him, they 
took him down from the cross[h] and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from 
the dead, 31 and for many days he was seen by those who had come up with him 
from Galilee to Jerusalem. These same individuals are now his witnesses to the peo-
ple. 32 “We are preaching to you the good news about the promise that was made to 
our fathers. 33 God has fulfilled this promise for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. 
As it is also written in the second Psalm: You are my Son. Today I have begotten 
you.

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 23 | pg.72
We rejoice under the care of  our good and fa ithful  shepherd.

SECOND READING Revelation 7:9-17 
9 After these things I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, tribe, people, and language, standing in front of the 
throne and of the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and with palm branches in their 
hands. 10 They called out with a loud voice and said: Salvation comes from our God, 
who sits on the throne, and from the Lamb. 11 All the angels stood around the 
throne, the elders, and the four living creatures. They fell on their faces before the 
throne and worshipped God, 12 saying: Amen. Blessing and glory and wisdom and 
thanks and honor and power and might belong to our God forever and ever. Amen. 
13 One of the elders spoke to me and said, “These people dressed in white robes, 
who are they and where did they come from?” And I answered him, “Sir, you 
know.” 14 And he said to me: These are the ones who are coming out of the great 
tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 15 Because of this they are in front of the throne of God, and they serve him 
day and night in his temple. He who sits on the throne will spread his tent over 
them. 16 They will never be hungry or thirsty ever again. The sun will never beat upon 
them, nor will any scorching heat, 17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be 
their shepherd. He will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes.



7

”VERSE OF THE DAY John 10:14

Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia.  I am the good shep-

herd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me.  Alleluia.

Please stand.

Our Savior meets us in the Gospel according to Luke 19.

GOSPEL John 10:22-30
22 Then the Festival of Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus 
was walking in the temple area in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 So the Jews gathered 
around Jesus, asking, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, 
tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The 
works I am doing in my Father’s name testify about me. 26 But you do not believe, 
because you are not my sheep, as I said to you. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know 
them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No 
one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is 
greater than all. No one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father 
are one.”

The Gospel of our Lord. 

L

We stand in    
honor of the   

Gospel because it 
presents the 

words and works 
of   Jesus, the 

Word  Incarnate.

L
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APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered un-
der Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,  and was buried. He de-
scended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the com-
munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY T�� K��� �� L��� M� S������� I�  | #375

SERMON Revelation 7:9-17

Theme: “Lamb Led”

C

A creed is a 
statement of 
faith.  Creed 

comes from the 
Latin “credo,” 

which means “I 
believe.”  The 

faith God gave 
us publicly and 

regularly con-
fesses the tri-

une God as Lord 
and Savior. 



9

CREATE IN ME Psalm 51

Please be seated.

THANK OFFERING                                                   1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8            
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout 
the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering 
which supports our ministry.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

O Jesus, our Good Shepherd, we give you our heartfelt thanks that you kept 
your Word. You said you had the authority to lay down your life and also to 
take it up again, and that is what you did.  You said that you would gather oth-
er sheep into your sheepfold, and you have brought us in.  Give us confidence 
that, as you kept your word then, so you will keep your promises to us today.  

When we traverse the valley of the shadow of death, enable us to hold to the 
promise that you are with us.  When we find ourselves engaged in struggles 

Looking back to 
what was read 

and preached in 
the Word and 

looking forward 
to blessings of 

Jesus’ body and 
blood, this sung 
prayer puts our 

focus where it 
needs to be: on 

the renewing 
grace of God. 

L

C



10

against our enemies, help us to see the table you spread before us to refresh 
us.  Ever lead us in the paths of righteousness to which you call us.

Lord Jesus, you told your disciples that you had other sheep that were not yet 
in your flock whom you wanted to make your own.  We see you bringing that 
word to fulfillment in a places like Pakistan and Indonesia.  In these countries 
that are overwhelmingly Muslim, you still cause your Word to be shared and 
through it bring thousands of people to faith in you.  We praise you for your 
love and mercy. 

Protect these new believers from the very real danger they face, as there are 
some who would see their conversion to Christianity as a reason that they 
should be put to death.  Enable them to stand firm in you so that many others 
may be brought to faith.

“I was sick and in prison and you visited me.”  With those words, dear Savior, 
you gave hope to those who are incarcerated, and instruction to those who are 
not.  You identified with those who are behind bars, promising them you have-
n’t abandoned them.  You encouraged your own to show your love to those 
who might seem to be unlovable. 

We thank you for enabling us as a synod to carry on a ministry to those who 
need hear your Word.  Bless the labors of those who serve in this work.  Unite 
us with them in spirit and in truth.

Lord Jesus, during your earthly life your Heavenly Father granted you the bless-
ing of a mother’s love and care.  You, in turn, gave to her the love and respect 
she deserved.  That you were divine and she was human made no difference.  
That she made mistakes while you were perfect did not change anything.  You 
honored and loved her as one given to you for your good. 

Maintain in us the same kind of understanding and love.  Bless those who are 
mothers with your strength, your love, your wisdom, gentleness and under-
standing that they may carry out their responsibilities in a way that brings 
blessing both to them and those in their care.  We especially pray that you 
cause them to be godly mothers, sharing the truths of your Word with their 
families and friends so that all might live in your grace in these trying times.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

C

L

L

C

C

L
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Good Shepherd, you have again today refreshed our souls with the pastures 
and waters of your Word.  Equip us so that we put into practice what we have 
learned and give us confidence always to pray as you have taught us: 

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN M� S������� W��� S����� M� N��� | #374

PRAYER
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we 
so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and 
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting 
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
(sings) Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and   give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN:                                                          I A� J����’ L����� L��� | #432
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Today (May 12)
Bible Study - 8:15 AM
Worship – 9:00 AM
Cookies ‘n Coffee Fellowship – 10:00 AM
Sunday School & Confirmation Class – 10:30 AM
Monday – Outreach Committee – 5:00 PM

Church Council – 6:00 PM
Wednesday – Bible Study - 10:00 AM & 6:30 PM
Saturday - Spring Clean Up Day – starts at 9:00 AM
Sunday  (May 19)
Bible Study - 8:15 AM
Worship – 9:00 AM
Cookies ‘n Coffee Fellowship – 10:00 AM
Sunday School & Confirmation Class – 10:30 AM

Spring Clean Up Day will be this Saturday beginning at 9:00 AM. Alter-
nate day will be May 25th. If you have questions, contact Brian Klawiter.

The April Forward Magazine is on the table in the entryway.



Theme: Lamb Led                                   5-12-19 

What are the characteristics of great leaders you have known throughout your life? Where they people who 
made wise, carefully calculated decisions? Might they be things like genuine care for you and your concerns 
and interests even though they themselves might not have really held the same ones? Did the leader have 
very deliberate actions, namely, he or she knew what she was working towards and then pushed toward that 
goal in a very resolute way? Was it someone who empowered you to take that next step, gave you the 
confidence and backed you to go forward into a sort of scary or uncertain endeavor? Was it a calming strength 
or quiet confidence that was just present with them in an almost indescribable way? 

The fact is while great leaders maybe have a few characteristics that are shared or common to them all, it is 
also true that there is also a lot more to great leaders than can really be described. One could read all sorts of 
material on leadership, attend multiple leadership seminars and the like but unless they live like one, unless 
they adopt these attributes into their whole life, they will probably never stick out as “great” in anyone’s 
mind. That is why, at least I think, a good leader is easily identified. They stick out. They are special. There will 
be others who think the same things about them. If they are not a good leader, they are not going to be able 
to fool a bunch of people because you simply can’t just turn on a leadership switch. You must live it. 

Today, we are looking at a leader of sorts, more specifically though, a shepherd. But this is not a leader that is 
or ever will be high on a person’s list of natural leaders. In fact, by all outward appearances this leader, this 
shepherd, appears to be anything but. He doesn’t appear to have the right stuff. He doesn’t appear to have 
the proper characteristics. He seems more like one who needs to be lead rather than one who is going to do 
the leading. But as we look at where he is leading, how he is leading and the success of his leading may we, 
ourselves, be led to step in line behind this leader, a lamb. 

9 After these things I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
tribe, people, and language, standing in front of the throne and of the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
with palm branches in their hands. 10 They called out with a loud voice and said: Salvation comes from our 
God, who sits on the throne, and from the Lamb. 11 All the angels stood around the throne, the elders, and the 
four living creatures. They fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, 12 saying: Amen. Blessing 
and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and might belong to our God forever and ever. Amen. 
13 One of the elders spoke to me and said, “These people dressed in white robes, who are they and where did 
they come from?” And I answered him, “Sir, you know.” 14 And he said to me: These are the ones who are 
coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 15 Because of this they are in front of the throne of God, and they serve him day and night in his temple. 
He who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. 16 They will never be hungry or thirsty ever again. 
The sun will never beat upon them, nor will any scorching heat, 17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will 
be their shepherd. He will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes. 

The picture is glorious. It is dreamlike. It is desirable. There is an underlying shared joy that comes through in 
an inexpressible way from the multitude experiencing these things. But there is a small catch, a small hang-up 
that throws a wrench in the situation. It is found right towards the end of this section in verse 17, “the Lamb at 
the center of the throne will be their shepherd.” It is the short phrase that, I am going to boldly say, gives 
every single one of us here a problem, if only in even the smallest of ways.  

It is a problem because it means that if we want to experience this glorious picture we need to step in line 
behind a lamb. It is a problem because it means we need to submit to the leadership of a lamb. And to be 
honest with you, from an entirely earthly perspective, from my brain that is wired the same as yours is to the 
ways of this world, it looks just as stupid as it sounds. In fact, I have a task for all of you to prove that. There 
are some pretty strange things on the internet. Additionally, there are A LOT of things on the internet. If it has 
happened, it is probably on there somewhere. When you get home, search for lambs leading anything. I am 



pretty confident you won’t find a thing. All you will find, remotely close to that is probably mockery at the 
thought. In fact, Alexander the Great, was quoted as saying “I am not afraid of an army of lions led by a sheep; 
I am afraid of an army of sheep led by a lion.  

The fact is, following this lamb looks just as foolish as it sounds. And we know that. As much as we may cling to 
the beautiful picture of the good Shepherd, as much as we may cling to the beautiful imagery of the 23rd 
psalm, when we get right down to it, we choose to go off on our own paths behind leaders of this world. We 
like the pastures of desire and ego. We flock up with those who make us feel like we are doing the right thing, 
those who tell us what we want to hear. We see the rocky path this lamb leads us down, we see the pain in 
our lives and in the lives of others and we think, there must be a better way. We hear the lamb tell us, as he 
leads us, how we are to show others love, even our enemies, we hear him remind us to be servants of all. But 
we like to hold grudges, we clash with those who hold different viewpoints than that of our own, we love 
being waited on, served, inflated and having our egos stroked. So, we turn away from the lamb, we tune out 
the lamb and listen to others who will listen to our complaints.  

Or we follow the lamb long enough that we come to the cross and upon reaching it he turns back to us and 
says, “this is for you because of you. It will not be pretty, but you need to look and see it. In the ugliness of this 
cross is my love for you and all the certainty you need to know that I am properly shepherding you. Finally, as 
you go forward you will need to take up a cross of your own and continue following me, not just down a 
different road than the rest of the world, not just with a different mentality than the rest of the world, but 
with an extra burden than the rest of the world. Oh, yeah, and do so with a joyful heart. Yes. This lamb doesn’t 
seem to be a smart choice to follow. He seems weak, backwards, and maybe not always in it for our best 
interest. 

But what makes this lamb such a great shepherd is the fact that he knows exactly where he is taking us. You 
could say he has vision like none other. He knows exactly what he is bringing us through and exactly for what 
purpose. He knows exactly what is waiting for us and the only way there.  

There is one characteristic of a leader, I would argue, the most important one, that gets overlooked the most. 
That is the fact they should be leading towards something and should accomplish the job. A tour guide would 
not be considered a good tour leader no matter how bubbly their personality was or how much they made 
you laugh, or kept your interest if they were unable to lead you back from the tour. Often times business 
leaders or presidents get touted as great leaders, and while they may do a good job for a time, I have yet to 
see a single one of them actually lead people to anything significant or lasting. Some of the greatest leaders in 
history were leaders of countries or nations that no longer even exist.  

That is what makes this lamb-shepherd so great. That is what leads us to desire to hear his voice, it is what 
makes his unique approach so special and amazing. He knows where he is leading us. He is leading us home, to 
a final destination. He is leading us to a place where the rat race as we know it in this world comes to an end. 
He is leading us to the throne of God. He is leading us to eternal security. He is leading us to a land where 
tears, pain and suffering are extinct. He is leading us to a place where only joy, constant, full joy thrives. 
Where the spring of life bubbles over, where the throne of God is, where tribulation is over and the songs of 
angels are matched with our own voices. He is leading us where we most want to be, even if we don’t always 
know it. And wonder of wonders, we are lead to this place by a lamb. By God’s grace you know that lamb is 
Jesus, the sacrifice for your sin whose blood spilled over, covered and paid for every last one of your faults. 
May we always desire the direction this lamb gives to you and me. May we always see it not as foolishness, 
not as backwards, but as a blessing. May we hear his voice daily as he directs down the path of our Salvation 
and may we never be ashamed to be led, no matter what the path may look like, by a lamb. Amen. 


